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Types of Humour in Literature: Exploring the Many Faces of Comedy in Writing

Types of humour in literature have long captivated readers, offering both entertainment and
insight into human nature. From witty wordplay to absurd situations, humour breathes life into stories
and characters, making literature more relatable and memorable. But humour isn’t a one-size-fits-all
device; it comes in many forms, each with its own unique flavor and purpose. Whether you’re an
aspiring writer aiming to incorporate comedic elements or a curious reader wanting to understand
what makes you laugh on the page, understanding the various types of humour in literature can
deepen your appreciation for this timeless art.

The Role of Humour in Literature

Humour in literature serves more than just the purpose of eliciting laughter. It often acts as a social
commentary, a tool for satire, or a means to develop characters and plot. By examining different
types of humour in literature, we can see how authors use comedy to reflect cultural norms, challenge
authority, or simply provide relief from tension.

When exploring humour’s role, it’s important to note that what one person finds funny might not
resonate with another. Cultural background, personal experiences, and even the context of the story
influence how humour is perceived. This variety is why literature offers such a rich tapestry of
comedic styles.

Major Types of Humour in Literature

There are several distinct types of humour that frequently appear in literary works. Each type brings a
different texture to a story, and authors often blend multiple forms to create complex comedic
effects.

1. Satire

Satire is a sharp and often biting form of humour that uses irony, exaggeration, or ridicule to expose
and criticize human folly, societal issues, or political corruption. Classic examples include Jonathan
Swift’s *Gulliver’s Travels* and George Orwell’s *Animal Farm*. Through satire, writers don’t just aim
to amuse but also to provoke thought and inspire change.

Satire thrives on clever wordplay and irony, making it a sophisticated form of humour that requires
readers to engage critically with the text. It’s especially effective in highlighting hypocrisy or
absurdity in real-world situations.



2. Irony

Irony is a foundational comedic device where the intended meaning is opposite to the literal meaning.
There are several types of irony, including verbal irony (saying one thing but meaning another),
situational irony (a discrepancy between expected and actual outcomes), and dramatic irony (where
the audience knows more than the characters).

In literature, irony adds layers of complexity and humour by creating unexpected twists or
highlighting contradictions. Shakespeare often used irony to great effect in plays like *Romeo and
Juliet* and *Twelfth Night*.

3. Slapstick and Physical Comedy

Slapstick humour relies on exaggerated physical actions, clumsiness, or mishaps to generate
laughter. Though more common in visual media like film and theatre, slapstick also appears in
literature through vivid descriptions of pratfalls, accidents, or chaotic scenes.

Authors like P.G. Wodehouse masterfully incorporate slapstick elements into their writing, creating
comic situations where characters often find themselves in hilarious predicaments. This kind of
humour appeals to readers’ visual imagination and sense of absurdity.

4. Parody

Parody imitates the style or content of another work, genre, or author, exaggerating its features to
create a humorous effect. It’s a playful way of both paying homage to and poking fun at the original
source.

For instance, *Don Quixote* by Miguel de Cervantes parodies chivalric romances by presenting a
protagonist whose delusions lead to comic adventures. Parody often requires familiarity with the
material being spoofed, making it a clever inside joke between author and reader.

5. Wit and Wordplay

Wit revolves around quick, intelligent humour, often expressed through clever dialogue, puns, or
double entendres. It’s a subtle form of comedy that delights readers through language itself.

Oscar Wilde’s plays and writings are renowned for their sharp wit, where characters engage in
repartee filled with epigrams and paradoxes. Wordplay not only entertains but also showcases the
author’s linguistic creativity.

6. Absurd and Surreal Humour

Absurd humour derives its comedy from illogical or nonsensical situations that defy reason. It often



highlights the meaningless or chaotic aspects of life, prompting both laughter and reflection.

Works like Franz Kafka’s *The Metamorphosis* or the plays of Samuel Beckett use absurdity to
challenge conventional narrative structures and expectations. This type of humour is particularly
effective in existential or avant-garde literature.

7. Dark Humour

Dark humour finds comedy in subjects typically considered serious, taboo, or morbid, such as death,
illness, or disaster. It walks a fine line, blending discomfort with amusement to provoke a deeper
emotional response.

Authors like Kurt Vonnegut and Joseph Heller incorporate dark humour to critique war, bureaucracy,
or human cruelty, making readers laugh while confronting harsh realities. This form of humour often
serves as a coping mechanism or a form of social critique.

How Writers Use Different Types of Humour in
Literature

Understanding the various types of humour in literature is not only interesting for readers but
immensely helpful for writers. Knowing when and how to deploy satire, irony, or wit can elevate
storytelling and create memorable characters.

Here are some tips for writers looking to incorporate humour effectively:

Match humour to tone: The type of humour should align with the overall mood of the story.
For example, slapstick might feel out of place in a serious drama, while irony or dark humour
might enhance it.

Consider your audience: Different readers appreciate different kinds of humour.
Understanding your target audience’s sensibilities can help tailor the comedic elements.

Use humour to reveal character: Characters’ sense of humour can deepen their personality
and relationships. Witty banter often reveals intelligence or social dynamics, while dark humour
might hint at trauma or resilience.

Balance humour and plot: While comedy can engage readers, it shouldn’t overshadow the
narrative. Humour should serve the story, not distract from it.

Examples of Humour Types Across Literary Genres



Humour manifests differently across genres, often adapting to the conventions and expectations of
each.

Humour in Classic Literature

Classic literature often employs satire and wit to critique society. Jane Austen’s novels, for example,
are filled with social satire and clever dialogue that poke fun at the manners and class distinctions of
her time.

Humour in Contemporary Fiction

Modern novels frequently blend dark humour and absurdity to explore complex themes. Writers like
Douglas Adams, with *The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy*, use absurd humour and parody to
create imaginative, comedic worlds.

Humour in Poetry

Poetry uses humour through wordplay, irony, and sometimes satire. The light verse of Ogden Nash
and the witty epigrams of Dorothy Parker are great examples where humour enriches poetic
expression.

Humour in Drama

In plays, humour often arises from character interactions, timing, and irony. Shakespeare’s comedies
are prime examples, with mistaken identities and witty exchanges driving the humour.

Exploring different types of humour in literature reveals not just how writers make us laugh but also
how comedy can illuminate truths about society, human nature, and even ourselves. Whether subtle
or overt, humour is a powerful literary tool that continues to evolve and enchant readers across
generations.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main types of humour commonly found in
literature?
The main types of humour in literature include satire, parody, slapstick, irony, and dark humour. Each
type uses different techniques to evoke laughter or critical reflection.



How does satire function as a type of humour in literature?
Satire uses humour, irony, exaggeration, or ridicule to expose and criticize people's stupidity or vices,
often in the context of politics or society, aiming to provoke change or awareness.

What distinguishes parody from other forms of humour in
literary works?
Parody imitates the style or content of another work or genre in an exaggerated way to create a
comic effect, often highlighting the original's flaws or peculiarities.

How is irony used to create humour in literature?
Irony involves a contrast between expectation and reality, such as saying the opposite of what is
meant or presenting situations that turn out differently than anticipated, which can result in humorous
effects.

Can dark humour be considered a valid type of humour in
literature despite its serious themes?
Yes, dark humour, or black comedy, uses morbid, taboo, or grim subjects to create humour, often
helping readers confront difficult topics by combining shock with laughter.

Additional Resources
Types of Humour in Literature: An Analytical Exploration

Types of humour in literature form a dynamic and multifaceted aspect of storytelling that has
captivated readers for centuries. From the witty dialogues of Shakespearean plays to the satirical
narratives of modern novels, humour serves various purposes beyond mere entertainment. It can
critique societal norms, reveal character traits, or provide relief from tension. Understanding the
different types of humour employed by authors enriches both the reading experience and critical
appreciation of literary works.

Understanding Humour as a Literary Device

Humour in literature is not a monolithic concept but rather a spectrum of techniques and styles that
evoke amusement, laughter, or thoughtful reflection. It is often intertwined with tone, style, and
theme, making it a versatile tool for writers. By dissecting the types of humour in literature, one can
discern how authors balance levity and seriousness, and strategically deploy humour to engage
readers or underscore deeper messages.

Humour can manifest through language, character interactions, plot situations, or even the structural
design of a work. It also varies culturally and historically, with certain types being more prevalent or
appreciated in different literary traditions. The analytical study of humour types thus benefits from a
consideration of context and audience reception.



Primary Types of Humour in Literature

In literary analysis, humour is often categorized into several distinct types, each with unique
characteristics and effects. These include but are not limited to satire, irony, slapstick, parody, wit,
and black humour. Exploring these categories provides insight into their functions and how they
shape narratives.

Satire: Social Commentary Through Wit

Satire stands out as one of the most intellectually engaging types of humour in literature. It employs
irony, sarcasm, and exaggeration to expose and criticize human folly, societal flaws, or political
corruption. Classic examples include Jonathan Swift’s "Gulliver’s Travels" and George Orwell’s "Animal
Farm," where humour underpins sharp social critique.

The strength of satire lies in its dual purpose: to entertain and to provoke thought. However, its
effectiveness depends on the audience's ability to recognize the underlying message. Satire can
sometimes alienate readers if perceived as overly cynical or abrasive, which is a potential limitation.

Irony: The Art of Contradiction

Irony is a subtle form of humour that arises from contrasts between expectations and reality. It can be
verbal, situational, or dramatic. Verbal irony involves saying the opposite of what one means, while
situational irony occurs when outcomes defy logical expectations. Dramatic irony arises when the
audience knows more than the characters, creating a layer of humour or tension.

For instance, in Jane Austen’s works, irony often surfaces through social observations and character
interactions, highlighting human pretensions and hypocrisies. Irony’s nuanced nature makes it a
favourite among literary authors for adding depth and complexity to humour.

Slapstick: Physical Comedy in Written Form

While commonly associated with visual media, slapstick humour also finds its place in literature,
particularly in farces and comedic plays. It involves exaggerated physical actions, clumsiness, and
absurd situations designed to induce laughter through shock or surprise.

Literary slapstick can be challenging to convey purely through text, but authors achieve this through
vivid descriptions and pacing. For example, Charles Dickens occasionally incorporates slapstick
elements to lighten darker narratives. The drawback of slapstick is that it may not appeal to all
readers, especially those preferring intellectual or subtle humour.

Parody and Pastiche: Humour Through Imitation



Parody involves mimicking the style or content of another work or genre to comic effect, often
exaggerating its features to highlight absurdities. Pastiche, while similar, tends to be more
affectionate and less mocking.

An exemplary parody is Miguel de Cervantes’ "Don Quixote," which playfully critiques chivalric
romances. Parody requires the audience’s familiarity with the original subject to fully appreciate the
humour, which can limit accessibility but enriches intertextual engagement.

Wit and Wordplay: Intellectual Humour

Wit is characterised by clever language use, puns, and sharp repartee. It appeals to readers who
enjoy linguistic dexterity and mental agility. Shakespeare’s comedies, Oscar Wilde’s plays, and Jane
Austen’s novels abound with witty exchanges that reveal character intellect and social dynamics.

Wordplay can range from simple puns to complex double entendres, adding layers of meaning and
amusement. While highly effective in engaging readers’ intellects, wit can sometimes come across as
elitist or obscure.

Black Humour: Finding Comedy in the Macabre

Black humour, also known as dark humour, tackles grim or taboo subjects by presenting them in a
humorous light. It often confronts themes like death, suffering, or existential dread, challenging
conventional sensibilities.

Authors like Kurt Vonnegut and Joseph Heller utilize black humour to critique war, bureaucracy, and
human absurdity. This type of humour can be cathartic but also polarizing, as its morbid nature may
offend or discomfort some readers.

The Role of Humour in Literary Genres

Different genres exploit types of humour in varying degrees and manners. For instance, comedy as a
genre inherently depends on humour, often blending satire, wit, and slapstick to achieve its aims.
Tragedy, conversely, may incorporate irony or dark humour to deepen emotional impact or provide
momentary relief.

Even genres not primarily associated with humour, such as science fiction or horror, integrate
comedic elements to balance tone or enhance character relatability. For example, Douglas Adams’
"The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy" masterfully blends satire and absurdity within a science fiction
framework.

Comparative Features and Reader Impact

The diversity of types of humour in literature caters to a wide range of reader preferences and



interpretive strategies. Satire and irony often require critical thinking and cultural awareness,
engaging readers on an intellectual level. Slapstick and parody might appeal more to those seeking
straightforward amusement.

The effectiveness of humour also depends on timing, cultural context, and authorial intent.
Misinterpretation or cultural disconnect can diminish the humour’s impact, highlighting the
importance of nuanced delivery. Additionally, the balance between humour and seriousness
influences narrative cohesion and reader engagement.

Conclusion: The Enduring Significance of Humour in
Literature

Exploring the types of humour in literature reveals its vital role as a complex, multifaceted device that
enriches storytelling. Whether through the biting critique of satire, the subtlety of irony, or the playful
charm of wit, humour continues to shape literary expression across genres and eras. Its capacity to
entertain while provoking reflection underlines why humour remains an indispensable element of
literary art.
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  types of humour in literature: Linguistic Theories of Humor Salvatore Attardo, 1994 No
detailed description available for Linguistic Theories of Humor.
  types of humour in literature: The Slacker’s Guide to Humor Writing William Webb,
Looking for a side-splitting read that will have you laughing out loud at every turn of the page? Look
no further! Our latest humor book compilation takes you on a rollicking ride through the
unpredictable and hilarious world of comedic literature, where laughter is always just a paragraph
away. With a brilliant blend of wit, satire, and unadulterated hilarity, this book is the perfect
antidote for those moments when life takes itself too seriously. Dive into this extraordinary collection
of carefully curated gems, each designed to transport you to a world of belly laughs, chuckles, and
grins. Whether you're an avid reader of humor or just in need of a good giggle, this book offers
something for everyone. Some of the highlights of this uproarious tome include: • A fantastic variety
of humor styles, from slapstick to satire, and everything in between • Timeless classics and
contemporary masterpieces that have shaped the genre of comedic writing • Unique and
unforgettable characters that will stay with you long after you've turned the last page • Delightfully
absurd situations that will have you questioning reality (in the most amusing way, of course) So why
wait? Grab your coziest reading nook, make yourself comfortable, and embark on a laughter-filled
adventure that will keep you entertained from beginning to end. With our irresistible humor book,
you'll never see the world the same way again! Discover the power of laughter today and treat
yourself to a healthy dose of comedy with this unputdownable collection. This humor book is sure to
be a hit with both new and seasoned fans of the genre, making it the perfect gift for friends, family,
or even yourself. Go on, you deserve it! Remember: Laughter is the best medicine, and this book is
just what the doctor ordered. Start reading now and let the hilarity ensue!
  types of humour in literature: Humor in Contemporary Junior Literature Julie Cross,
2010-12-14 In this new book, Julie Cross examines the intricacies of textual humor in contemporary
junior literature, using the tools of literary criticism and humor theory. Cross investigates the
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dialectical paradoxes of humor and debunks the common belief in oppositional binaries of ‘simple’
versus ‘complex’ humor. The varied combinations of so-called high and low forms of humor within
junior texts for young readers, who are at such a crucial stage of their reading and social
development, provide a valuable commentary upon the culture and values of contemporary western
society, making the book of considerable interest to scholars of both children’s literature and
childhood studies. Cross explores the ways in which the changing content, forms and functions of
the many varied combinations of humor in junior texts, including the Lemony Snickett series, reveal
societal attitudes towards young children and childhood. The new compounds of seemingly
paradoxical high and low forms of humor, in texts for developing readers from the 1960s onwards,
reflect and contribute to contemporary society’s hesitant and uneven acceptance of the emergent
paradigm of children’s rights, abilities, participation and empowerment. Cross identifies four types
of potentially subversive/transgressive humor which have emerged since the 1960s which, coupled
with the three main theories of humor – relief, superiority and incongruity theories – enables a
long-overdue charting of developments in humor within junior texts. Cross also argues that the
gradual increase in the compounding of the simple and the complex provide opportunities for young
readers to play with ambiguous, complicated ideas, helping them embrace the complexities and
contradictions of contemporary life.
  types of humour in literature: Of Huck and Alice Neil Schmitz, 1983 Of Huck and Alice was
first published in 1983. Minnesota Archive Editions uses digital technology to make long-unavailable
books once again accessible, and are published unaltered from the original University of Minnesota
Press editions. Huck Finn and Alice B. Toklas allow Mark Twain and Gertrude Stein to slip away
from the cramped and smothery intentions of proper writing. Like Krazy Kat, who transforms the
hurt of Ignatz Mouse's brick into humorous bliss, Huck and Alice brilliantly misrepresent painful
authority. As exemplars of humorous skepticism, Mark Twain and Gertrude Stein are at the center of
this far-ranging book that begins with an examination of Jacksonian dialect humor, ends with an
account of the humorous style in post-modern American fiction, and considers along the way the
sweet parlance of Krazy Kat, the meaning of Harpo Marx's silence, and the iconicity of Woody Allen's
face. Schmitz's analysis of the humorous style explores the texture of its language, discusses its
preferred forms, and shows how the humorist frames his or her question within the text.
  types of humour in literature: Reader's Guide to Literature in English Mark
Hawkins-Dady, 2012-12-06 Reader's Guide Literature in English provides expert guidance to, and
critical analysis of, the vast number of books available within the subject of English literature, from
Anglo-Saxon times to the current American, British and Commonwealth scene. It is designed to help
students, teachers and librarians choose the most appropriate books for research and study.
  types of humour in literature: The Palgrave Handbook of Humour, History, and Methodology
Daniel Derrin, Hannah Burrows, 2021-01-12 This handbook addresses the methodological problems
and theoretical challenges that arise in attempting to understand and represent humour in specific
historical contexts across cultural history. It explores problems involved in applying modern theories
of humour to historically-distant contexts of humour and points to the importance of recognising the
divergent assumptions made by different academic disciplines when approaching the topic. It
explores problems of terminology, identification, classification, subjectivity of viewpoint, and the
coherence of the object of study. It addresses specific theories, together with the needs of specific
historical case-studies, as well as some of the challenges of presenting historical humour to
contemporary audiences through translation and curation. In this way, the handbook aims to
encourage a fresh exploration of methodological problems involved in studying the various
significances both of the history of humour and of humour in history.
  types of humour in literature: The Sense of Humor Willibald Ruch, 2010-12-14 No detailed
description available for The Sense of Humor.
  types of humour in literature: The Complete Idiot's Guide to Comedy Writing James
Mendrinos, 2004-07-06 Comedy is serious business—and serious money. In this guide, comedian,
writer, and teacher James Mendrinos explains the principles of comedy and how to apply them to



forms from stand-up to sitcoms- including fiction, film, speeches, articles, essays, and more. He also
includes exercises designed to hone the craft, break through writer’s block, and tailor a piece to its
intended audience. In this Complete Idiot’s Guide®, you get: • Foolproof advice for writing scripts,
feature films, plays, cartoons, stand-up jokes—even working humor into your presentation at work. •
Terrific techniques for brainstorming, free associating, and drafting lists to make your writing
better—and funnier. • Stand-up tips on identifying with and writing for your audience and genre. •
Navigation tools for the inroads to marketing and selling your comedy.
  types of humour in literature: Introduction To English Prose (According To NEP - 2020)
Amit Ganguli, , Kanika Aggarwal, 2022-12-20 1. An Introduction to Indian Writing in English, 2.
Elements of Short Story, 3. Types of Prose and Prose Style, 4. Prose Devices, 5. Short Stories, 6.
Short Stories, 7.Prose, 8. Prose
  types of humour in literature: English Prose and Computer & Writing Skilis - SBPD
Publications Amit Ganguli, , Kanika Agarwal, 2022-02-17 1. An Introduction To Indian Writing in
English, 2. Elements of Short Story, 3. Types of Prose and Prose Style Autobiography, 4. Prose
Devices Theme, 5. Short Stories, 6. Short Stories, 7. Prose, 8. Prose, 9.Computer and Writing Skills
in English.
  types of humour in literature: The Languages of Humor Arie Sover, 2018-09-20 Why are
things funny? How has humor changed over the centuries? How can humor be a political force?
Featuring expert authors from across the globe, The Languages of Humor discusses three main
types of humour: verbal, visual, and physical. Despite the differences between them, all have a
common purpose, showing us in different ways the reality that we live in, and how we can reflect on
that reality. To this end, the book shows how humor has been used to address such topics as the
Holocaust and the Soviet Union, and why it has been controversial in cases including Charlie Hebdo.
The Languages of Humor explores a subject that is of interest in a wide range of intellectual
disciplines including sociology, psychology, communication, philosophy, history, social sciences,
linguistics, computer science, literature, theatre, education, and cultural studies. This volume
features contributions from world-leading academics, some of who have professional backgrounds in
this field. This unique research-led book, which includes over 20 illustrations, offers a top-down
analysis of humor studies.
  types of humour in literature: The Routledge Handbook of Language and Humor
Salvatore Attardo, 2017-02-17 The Routledge Handbook of Language and Humor presents the first
ever comprehensive, in-depth treatment of all the sub-fields of the linguistics of humor, broadly
conceived as the intersection of the study of language and humor. The reader will find a thorough
historical, terminological, and theoretical introduction to the field, as well as detailed treatments of
the various approaches to language and humor. Deliberately comprehensive and wide-ranging, the
handbook includes chapter-long treatments on the traditional topics covered by language and humor
(e.g., teasing, laughter, irony, psycholinguistics, discourse analysis, the major linguistic theories of
humor, translation) but also cutting-edge treatments of internet humor, cognitive linguistics,
relevance theoretic, and corpus-assisted models of language and humor. Some chapters, such as the
variationist sociolinguistcs, stylistics, and politeness are the first-ever syntheses of that particular
subfield. Clusters of related chapters, such as conversation analysis, discourse analysis and
corpus-assisted analysis allow multiple perspectives on complex trans-disciplinary phenomena. This
handbook is an indispensable reference work for all researchers interested in the interplay of
language and humor, within linguistics, broadly conceived, but also in neighboring disciplines such
as literary studies, psychology, sociology, anthropology, etc. The authors are among the most
distinguished scholars in their fields.
  types of humour in literature: Responses of Sixth-grade Students to Two Types of Humor
Present in Fiction for Children, and an Investigation of the Types of Humor Found in Books for the
Middle Grade Reader Robert Louis Nelson, 1973
  types of humour in literature: What do Boys and Girls Read? A. J. Jenkinson, 2018-01-02
Originally published in 1940. This book studies the facts regarding the actual reading of children



aged 12 to 15 years, but is no mere compendium. It analyses the number and sorts of newspapers,
books, magazines, poems and plays which are read during one month by boys and girls in senior and
secondary schools, either in school or at home. The children's characteristic tastes and the changes
in their tastes as they grow from 12 to 15 are clearly set out. The author identifies that the teacher's
main function should be to supply and open up an ample range of literature suitable to the given age
and that private reading in school is the realm where the teacher may exert the most exemplary
influence. An excellent insight into the history of education.
  types of humour in literature: The Encyclopaedia Of Indian Literature (Volume Two)
(Devraj To Jyoti) Amaresh Datta, 2006 A Major Activity Of The Sahitya Akademi Is The Preparation
Of An Encyclopaedia Of Indian Literature. The Venture, Covering Twenty-Two Languages Of India,
Is The First Of Its Kind. Written In English, The Encyclopaedia Gives A Comprehensive Idea Of The
Growth And Development Of Indian Literature. The Entries On Authors, Books And General Topics
Have Been Tabulated By The Concerned Advisory Boards And Finalised By A Steering Committee.
Hundreds Of Writers All Over The Country Contributed Articles On Various Topics. The
Encyclopaedia, Planned As A Six-Volume Project, Has Been Brought Out. The Sahitya Akademi
Embarked Upon This Project In Right Earnest In 1984. The Efforts Of The Highly Skilled And
Professional Editorial Staff Started Showing Results And The First Volume Was Brought Out In
1987. The Second Volume Was Brought Out In 1988, The Third In 1989, The Fourth In 1991, The
Fifth In 1992, And The Sixth Volume In 1994. All The Six Volumes Together Include Approximately
7500 Entries On Various Topics, Literary Trends And Movements, Eminent Authors And Significant
Works. The First Three Volume Were Edited By Prof. Amaresh Datta, Fourth And Fifth Volume By
Mohan Lal And Sixth Volume By Shri K.C.Dutt.
  types of humour in literature: Laughing and Learning Peter M. Jonas, 2009-11-16 In
Laughing and Learning, leadership consultant and university professor Peter M. Jonas explores the
ways in which humor can enhance the learning environment. Drawing upon empirical research and
brain-based concepts, Jonas presents a theoretical model of humor, along with practical examples
for use in schools and classrooms. Jonas demonstrates that humor is a natural and fundamental
activity that teachers and administrators need to utilize properly to maximize their effectiveness.
  types of humour in literature: Taiwanese and Polish Humor Li-Chi Lee Chen, 2017-06-23 Is
there a specifically ‘Taiwanese’ or ‘Polish’ humor? Do people from Taiwan and Poland share the
same sense of humor? How is humor related to politics, religion and the LGBT community? These
questions represent the starting point of investigation of this book. Some of the central issues
explored here include: (1) how Taiwanese and Polish friends use various discourse strategies to
construct humor; and (2) how different types of humor are employed on television variety shows to
attract laughter. This book also provides an explanation of the prevalence of wúlítóu ‘nonsense’ in
the Taiwanese society and how Polish ‘directness’ is reflected in humor. To understand how humor
is culturally shaped and how it contributes to a talk-in-interaction, the three methodological
approaches of conversation analysis, multimodal discourse analysis and interactional linguistics are
adopted and combined here. This book will be of interest to both linguists and non-linguists who are
interested in the social and cultural construction of humor.
  types of humour in literature: The Psychology of Humor Rod A. Martin, Thomas Ford,
2018-07-14 Most of us laugh at something funny multiple times during a typical day. Humor serves
multiple purposes, and although there is a sizable and expanding research literature on the subject,
the research is spread in a variety of disciplines. The Psychology of Humor, 2e reviews the literature,
integrating research from across subdisciplines in psychology, as well as related fields such as
anthropology, biology, computer science, linguistics, sociology, and more. This book begins by
defining humor and presenting theories of humor. Later chapters cover cognitive processes involved
in humor and the effects of humor on cognition. Individual differences in personality and humor are
identified as well as the physiology of humor, the social functions of humor, and how humor develops
and changes over the lifespan. This book concludes noting the association of humor with physical
and mental health, and outlines applications of humor use in psychotherapy, education, and the



workplace. In addition to being fully updated with recent research, the second edition includes a
variety of new materials. More graphs, tables, and figures now illustrate concepts, processes, and
theories. It provides new brief interviews with prominent humor scholars via text boxes. The end of
each chapter now includes a list of key concepts, critical thinking questions, and a list of resources
for further reading. - Covers research on humor and laughter in every area of psychology -
Integrates research findings into a coherent conceptual framework - Includes brain imaging studies,
evolutionary models, and animal research - Integrates related information from sociology,
linguistics, neuroscience, and anthropology - Explores applications of humor in psychotherapy,
education, and the workplace - Provides new research, plus key concepts and chapter summaries
  types of humour in literature: Humorous Garden-Paths Marta Dynel, 2009-05-27 Surprising
as it may seem, sometimes humans like being led up the garden path, which is thanks to the
pleasurable feeling of surprise entwined with a humorous effect deception tends to afford. The
central issue under investigation is the nature of short humorous texts in the form of one-liners and
witticisms based on the “garden-path mechanism”. The monograph provides a survey of relevant
linguistic research, recapitulating and assessing other authors’ theses in the context of their
applicability in the analysis of garden-path humour. Discussions are conducted in the light of not
only humour studies but also cognitive and pragmatic literature on human communication in
general, with a view to presenting a meticulous description of short garden-path texts. The book
should be of interest to anybody who finds humour research appealing, whether or not already
familiar with this field. No background knowledge is necessary on the reader’s part, given that all
relevant postulates and theories are revisited. Also, the author steers a clear course through many
terminological and conceptual obstacles that can be encountered in the study of humour (e.g.
verbal/non-verbal humour, ambiguity types, punning, etc.).
  types of humour in literature: Let the Laughs Begin! Karen Jennings, Mark Pierce, 1997-02
Teachers, learn how to turn laughter and joking in your classroom into a creative opportunity--teach
comedy as a writing tool and use comedy as a learning facilitator. LET THE LAUGHS BEGIN!
teaches kids how to apply comedic writing tools and provides an excellent tool for developing
language and reading skills, enhancing the creative writing curriculum.
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