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Purewick Male External Catheter Instructions: A Comprehensive Guide for Comfort and Safety

purewick male external catheter instructions are essential for anyone considering or currently
using this innovative urinary management system. Designed to provide a comfortable, non-invasive
alternative to traditional catheters, the PureWick system is especially popular among men who
experience urinary incontinence or difficulty with bladder control. Understanding the correct way to
use and maintain the PureWick male external catheter ensures optimal hygiene, comfort, and
effectiveness, all while minimizing the risk of infection or skin irritation.

In this article, we’ll walk you through the ins and outs of using the PureWick male external catheter,
covering everything from initial setup to troubleshooting common issues. Whether you are a patient,
caregiver, or healthcare professional, this guide aims to enhance your knowledge and confidence
when handling this device.

What Is the PureWick Male External Catheter?

Before diving into the usage instructions, it’s helpful to briefly understand what makes the PureWick
male external catheter unique. Unlike traditional indwelling catheters that are inserted into the
urethra, the PureWick system is an external catheter that collects urine without any invasive
procedure. It uses a specially designed wick and suction mechanism to gently draw urine away from
the body, which then flows into a collection canister.

This design reduces the risk of urinary tract infections (UTIs) commonly associated with indwelling
catheters, while offering a discreet and comfortable alternative for men who need urinary assistance
due to mobility challenges, post-surgery recovery, or other medical conditions.

Step-by-Step Purewick Male External Catheter
Instructions

Preparing for Use

Before starting, make sure you have all the necessary components on hand:

PureWick external catheter system (including the wick and suction device)

Collection canister

Clean towels or wipes



Medical-grade adhesive (if recommended by your healthcare provider)

Disposable gloves for hygiene

Always wash your hands thoroughly with soap and water before handling the device to reduce the
risk of contamination.

Applying the PureWick External Catheter

1. **Positioning**: Have the patient lie down comfortably, preferably on their back. The PureWick
system is designed to be used with the wick placed externally around the penis, near the perineal
area.

2. **Placement of the Wick**: The wick should be gently positioned so it surrounds the base of the
penis and groin area. It’s important to ensure the wick makes good contact with the skin to
effectively wick away urine.

3. **Securing the Wick**: Some users may benefit from using a gentle adhesive or medical tape to
keep the wick securely in place, especially if mobility could cause displacement.

4. **Connecting the System**: Attach the suction tubing from the wick to the collection canister.
Ensure all connections are tight to maintain proper suction and prevent leaks.

5. **Starting the Suction Device**: Turn on the suction device as per the manufacturer’s guidelines.
The gentle vacuum will draw urine from the wick into the collection canister.

During Use: Monitoring and Maintenance

- **Check the System Regularly**: It’s vital to periodically inspect the system, typically every 2-4
hours, to ensure the wick remains in place and the collection canister is not full.

- **Emptying the Canister**: When the canister reaches about two-thirds full, carefully disconnect it
(following hygiene protocols) and empty it into the toilet or designated waste container.

- **Skin Care**: Since the wick is in constant contact with sensitive skin, monitor for any signs of
redness, irritation, or breakdown. Applying a skin barrier cream before placement can help protect
the skin.

- **Changing the Wick**: The wick should be changed every 8-12 hours or sooner if it becomes
saturated, to maintain cleanliness and prevent odor.

Tips for Maximizing Comfort and Effectiveness



Using the PureWick male external catheter correctly can make a significant difference in comfort
and urinary management. Here are some practical tips to keep in mind:

Choose the Right Size and Fit

The wick comes in different sizes, and selecting the appropriate size is crucial. A wick that’s too
small won’t collect urine effectively, while one that’s too large can cause discomfort or skin
irritation. Consult with a healthcare professional to determine the best fit.

Positioning for Optimal Drainage

Encourage the patient to remain in a position that facilitates proper drainage. Elevating the head
slightly or adjusting the legs can sometimes help improve flow and reduce pooling.

Maintain Hygiene

Good hygiene is paramount. Use disposable gloves when handling the system and clean the genital
area gently with mild soap and water before placing a new wick. Avoid harsh soaps or scrubbing,
which can irritate delicate skin.

Be Mindful of Mobility

For patients who are mobile, securing the tubing and canister properly can prevent accidental
dislodgement. Using clips or straps to keep tubing in place and positioning the canister below
bladder level can help maintain suction.

Common Challenges and How to Address Them

While the PureWick male external catheter is designed for ease of use, some users may encounter
challenges. Understanding these common issues and their solutions can enhance the experience.

Leakage or Poor Suction

If urine leakage occurs, first check all connections between the wick, tubing, and canister. Make
sure the wick is correctly positioned with good skin contact. Replacing the wick more frequently or
adjusting suction settings may also help.



Skin Irritation or Breakdown

Prolonged moisture or friction can cause skin problems. Regular wick changes, use of skin barrier
creams, and gentle cleansing can mitigate irritation. If redness or sores develop, seek advice from a
healthcare provider.

Noise or Discomfort from Suction Device

The suction device should operate quietly and comfortably. If noise or vibration is bothersome,
consider placing the device on a soft surface or in a different location. Ensure the suction level is set
to the recommended range.

When to Seek Professional Assistance

Although the PureWick system is user-friendly, situations may arise where professional input is
necessary:

Persistent leakage despite proper placement

Skin breakdown or infections

Device malfunction or suction failure

Unusual discomfort or pain during use

In these cases, contact a nurse, urologist, or wound care specialist to evaluate and adjust the care
plan.

Maintaining and Cleaning the PureWick System

The PureWick male external catheter system includes disposable components like the wick, but the
suction device and tubing may be reusable, depending on the model. Always refer to manufacturer
instructions regarding cleaning and replacement schedules.

To clean reusable parts:

Disconnect the tubing from the suction device and collection canister.

Wash with warm water and mild soap.



Disinfect with a solution recommended by the manufacturer or healthcare provider.

Allow all parts to air dry completely before reassembly.

Proper maintenance helps prevent bacterial growth and extends the life of the equipment.

Using the PureWick male external catheter correctly can significantly enhance quality of life by
providing a safe, hygienic, and comfortable way to manage urinary incontinence. With these
instructions and tips, users can feel confident in their care routine and enjoy greater independence.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a PureWick male external catheter?
The PureWick male external catheter is a non-invasive device designed to manage urinary
incontinence by gently suctioning urine away from the body into a collection system, providing a
comfortable and hygienic solution for men.

How do I properly apply the PureWick male external catheter?
To apply the PureWick male external catheter, first ensure the device is clean. Place the wick around
the penis, positioning it so that it gently contacts the urinary opening. Attach the catheter to the
suction tubing connected to the collection canister, then turn on the suction to start urine removal.
Follow the manufacturer's detailed instructions for best results.

Can I use the PureWick male external catheter overnight?
Yes, the PureWick male external catheter can be used overnight. It is designed for continuous use to
manage incontinence, but it is important to monitor the device periodically and replace the wick as
recommended to maintain hygiene and prevent skin irritation.

How often should the PureWick male external catheter wick
be changed?
The wick should typically be changed every 8 to 12 hours or according to the manufacturer's
guidelines. Frequent changing helps prevent skin irritation and maintains effective urine absorption.

Is the PureWick male external catheter suitable for all men?
The PureWick male external catheter is suitable for many men experiencing urinary incontinence,
but it may not be appropriate for those with certain medical conditions or anatomical differences. It
is important to consult a healthcare provider to ensure it is the right option.



How do I clean and maintain the PureWick male external
catheter device?
The PureWick system includes disposable wicks and a reusable suction unit. The suction unit should
be cleaned regularly according to the manufacturer's instructions, typically with mild soap and
water, and kept dry. Wicks are single-use and should be disposed of after use.

What are common issues when using the PureWick male
external catheter and how can I troubleshoot them?
Common issues include leakage, discomfort, or poor suction. To troubleshoot, ensure the wick is
properly positioned, the suction tubing is connected securely, and the suction unit is functioning
correctly. If problems persist, consult the user manual or a healthcare professional.

Where can I buy PureWick male external catheter supplies?
PureWick male external catheter supplies can be purchased through medical supply stores, online
retailers, or directly from the manufacturer. A prescription or recommendation from a healthcare
provider may be required for purchase.

Additional Resources
Purewick Male External Catheter Instructions: A Professional Guide to Safe and Effective Use

purewick male external catheter instructions are essential knowledge for healthcare providers,
caregivers, and patients seeking a non-invasive solution to male urinary incontinence. As a device
designed to provide external urinary drainage, the PureWick system offers an alternative to
traditional indwelling catheters, aiming to reduce infection risks and enhance patient comfort.
Understanding the correct application, maintenance, and precautions associated with the PureWick
male external catheter is crucial to maximize its benefits and ensure safety.

This article undertakes a thorough examination of PureWick male external catheter instructions,
emphasizing practical guidance, usability features, and considerations in clinical and home-care
settings. By exploring the device’s design and operational protocols, we will clarify how it fits into
the broader landscape of urinary management solutions.

Understanding the PureWick Male External Catheter
System

The PureWick device is categorized as a female external catheter, primarily designed for female
anatomy; however, there are adaptations and comparable external catheter options tailored for male
patients. While the PureWick brand itself is widely recognized for female urinary management, it is
important to differentiate between the PureWick female external catheter and male external
catheter alternatives that share similar principles.



Male external catheters, often called condom catheters, are applied externally over the penis to
collect urine, connecting to a drainage bag. PureWick male external catheter instructions generally
align with best practices for external catheter use, focusing on hygiene, catheter sizing, application
technique, and monitoring to prevent complications such as skin irritation or leakage.

Key Features of External Catheters for Male Patients

- **Non-invasive Design:** Unlike indwelling catheters, external catheters do not enter the urethra,
minimizing infection risks.
- **Comfort and Mobility:** External catheters allow greater freedom of movement and can be
discreet under clothing.
- **Ease of Use:** Proper application techniques enable quick and effective urinary management.
- **Reduced Risk of Catheter-Associated Urinary Tract Infections (CAUTIs):** External devices have
lower CAUTI rates compared to Foley catheters.

Step-by-Step PureWick Male External Catheter
Instructions

While PureWick’s documentation primarily targets female patients, male external catheter
instructions share overlapping procedural steps. Below is a generalized protocol intended for
healthcare professionals and caregivers to ensure safe, hygienic, and effective use:

Preparation: Gather all necessary materials, including the male external catheter (condom1.
catheter), adhesive or securing device, drainage tubing, and collection bag. Ensure hands are
washed thoroughly.

Skin Care: Clean the genital area gently with mild soap and water; dry completely to promote2.
adhesion and minimize irritation.

Catheter Selection: Choose the appropriate catheter size based on the patient’s penile3.
circumference. Proper sizing prevents leakage and enhances comfort.

Catheter Application: Roll the condom catheter onto the penis smoothly without wrinkles or4.
gaps. Ensure the tip of the catheter is positioned properly for urine flow.

Securing the Catheter: Use adhesive strips or a securing strap to hold the catheter in place,5.
avoiding excessive tightness that could impair circulation.

Connection: Attach the catheter tubing to the drainage bag securely, positioning the bag6.
below the bladder level to facilitate gravity drainage.

Monitoring and Maintenance: Regularly check for leaks, skin integrity, and catheter7.
positioning. Change the catheter as per manufacturer recommendations, typically every 24 to
48 hours.



These steps underscore the importance of meticulous hygiene and regular assessment to prevent
complications such as skin breakdown, allergic reactions, or urinary leakage.

Common Challenges and Troubleshooting

Users may encounter issues such as catheter detachment, urinary leakage, or skin irritation.
Addressing these requires:

Reassessing Catheter Size: An ill-fitting catheter often causes leakage or discomfort.

Improving Skin Preparation: Residual moisture or oils can reduce adhesive effectiveness.

Adjusting Securing Methods: Different adhesives or securing devices might be necessary
for sensitive skin.

Preventing Infection: Frequent catheter changes and skin inspections help mitigate
infection risk.

Comparing PureWick to Other Male External Catheter
Options

While PureWick is predominantly marketed for female incontinence management, male external
catheters share similar functional goals. Some products on the market differ in materials, adhesive
types, and drainage system designs. For instance:

- **Silicone vs. Latex Catheters:** Silicone is hypoallergenic and preferred for patients with latex
sensitivities.
- **Self-Adhesive vs. Non-Adhesive Catheters:** Adhesion methods impact ease of application and
skin tolerance.
- **Closed Drainage Systems:** Integrated drainage bags can reduce contamination risks.

Selecting the appropriate male external catheter depends on patient anatomy, skin condition,
mobility, and care setting. Consulting with urology specialists or wound, ostomy, and continence
nurses (WOCNs) can guide optimal product choice and usage.

Advantages and Limitations of Male External Catheters

Advantages: Reduced infection rates, enhanced comfort, ease of use, and preservation of
natural anatomy.



Limitations: Potential for skin irritation, risk of catheter dislodgement, not suitable for all
patients (e.g., those with severe urinary retention), and requirement for regular maintenance.

Best Practices for Healthcare Professionals and
Caregivers

Implementing purewick male external catheter instructions effectively demands comprehensive
training and patient education. Key recommendations include:

Patient Assessment: Evaluate patient suitability based on urinary patterns, skin integrity,
and cognitive ability to manage the device.

Education: Provide clear instructions and demonstrations to patients and caregivers,
emphasizing hygiene and observation for complications.

Regular Monitoring: Schedule frequent checks for catheter fit, skin condition, and urine
output to ensure device effectiveness.

Documentation: Maintain accurate records of catheter changes, skin assessments, and any
adverse events.

In a clinical context, multidisciplinary collaboration enhances outcomes, integrating input from
nursing staff, physicians, and rehabilitation therapists.

Infection Control and Safety Considerations

Although external catheters reduce the risk of urinary tract infections compared to indwelling
catheters, vigilance remains crucial. Infection control protocols include:

- Strict hand hygiene before and after catheter handling.
- Using sterile or clean technique during catheter changes.
- Avoiding prolonged use beyond recommended timeframes.
- Monitoring for signs of infection such as redness, swelling, or fever.

Emerging Trends and Innovations in Male External
Catheter Technology

Advancements in catheter materials, adhesive technology, and urine collection systems continue to
evolve. Innovations aim to enhance patient comfort, reduce skin complications, and streamline



application. For example:

- Breathable adhesive films that minimize skin maceration.
- Catheters with antimicrobial coatings to lower infection risks.
- Smart drainage systems that monitor urine output electronically.

These developments hold promise for improving the user experience and clinical outcomes, making
adherence to proper instructions even more important.

---

Incorporating purewick male external catheter instructions into clinical practice or home care
routines requires attention to detail, patient-specific considerations, and ongoing evaluation. While
the PureWick system is primarily designed for female patients, the principles behind its use
illuminate best practices applicable to male external catheter management. Through meticulous
application and monitoring, these devices offer a valuable tool in the management of male urinary
incontinence, balancing efficacy with patient dignity.
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  purewick male external catheter instructions: Advances in the Prevention and Management
of Device-Associated Infections, An Issue of Infectious Disease Clinics of North America Vivian H
Chu, 2024-10-21 In this issue of Infectious Disease Clinics of North America, guest editor Dr. Vivian
H. Chu brings her considerable expertise to the topic of Advances in the Prevention and
Management of Device-Related Infections. Top experts in the field review provide a contemporary
summary of the clinical presentation, diagnosis, treatment, and prevention of the most common
device-related infections. State-of-the-art coverage includes transcatheter aortic valve implant
infections, cochlear implant infections, contact lens-related infections, the role of meta-genomic
sequencing in the diagnosis of prosthetic joint infections, and more. - Contains 12 relevant,
practice-oriented topics including vascular graft infections; cardiovascular implantable electronic
device-associated infections; prosthetic joint infections; breast implant infections; urinary
catheter-associated infections; and more. - Provides in-depth clinical reviews on the prevention and
management of device-related infections, offering actionable insights for clinical practice. - Presents
the latest information on this timely, focused topic under the leadership of experienced editors in the
field. Authors synthesize and distill the latest research and practice guidelines to create clinically
significant, topic-based reviews.
  purewick male external catheter instructions: Foundations and Adult Health Nursing -
E-Book Kim Cooper, Kelly Gosnell, 2022-02-23 Build the nursing knowledge and skills you need to
care for patients of all ages! Combining two leading LPN/LVN textbooks into one volume,
Foundations and Adult Health Nursing, 9th Edition covers the fundamental skills and
medical-surgical content essential to providing quality care for patients across the lifespan,
including pediatric, maternity, adult, and older adult patients. Case studies provide practice with
critical thinking and clinical judgment, and new Next Generation NCLEX®-format questions help
you apply theory to practice. Written by nursing educators Kim Cooper and Kelly Gosnell, this text
also helps you prepare for success on the NCLEX-PN® examination.
  purewick male external catheter instructions: Foundations of Nursing - E-Book Kim
Cooper, Kelly Gosnell, 2022-02-09 - NEW! Next Generation NCLEX® case studies and new format
questions help you prepare for success on the NCLEX-PN® examination. - NEW! Discussion of the
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NCSBN Clinical Judgment Measurement Model helps you develop the skills needed to plan effective
nursing interventions. - NEW! Updated Asepsis and Infection Control chapter prepares you for
today's healthcare environment. - NEW! Updated photos and illustrations show nursing techniques,
procedures, and patient care.
  purewick male external catheter instructions: Best Practices in Nursing, An Issue of
Nursing Clinics, E-Book Erica L. Stone, 2021-08-10 In this issue of Nursing Clinics, guest editor
Erica L. Stone brings her considerable expertise to the topic of best practices in nursing. - Provides
in-depth, clinical reviews on best practices in nursing, providing actionable insights for clinical
practice. - Presents the latest information on this timely, focused topic under the leadership of
experienced editors in the field; Authors synthesize and distill the latest research and practice
guidelines to create these timely topic-based reviews.
  purewick male external catheter instructions: Clinical Nursing Skills and Techniques -
E-Book Anne G. Perry, Patricia A. Potter, Wendy R. Ostendorf, Nancy Laplante, 2024-01-16 Learn
the clinical nursing skills you will use every day and prepare for success on the Next-Generation
NCLEX® Examination! Clinical Nursing Skills & Techniques, 11th Edition provides clear,
step-by-step guidelines to more than 200 basic, intermediate, and advanced skills. With more than
1,200 full-color illustrations, a nursing process framework, and a focus on evidence-based practice,
this manual helps you learn to think critically, ask the right questions at the right time, and make
timely decisions. Written by a respected team of experts, this trusted text is the bestselling nursing
skills book on the market! - Comprehensive coverage includes more than 200 basic, intermediate,
and advanced nursing skills and procedures. - Rationales for each step within skills explain the why
as well as the how of each skill and include citations from the current literature. - Clinical Judgments
alert you to key steps that affect patient outcomes and help you modify care as needed to meet
individual patient needs. - UNIQUE! Unexpected Outcomes and Related Interventions sections
highlight what might go wrong and how to appropriately intervene. - Clinical Review Questions at
the end of each chapter provides case-based review questions that focus on issues such as managing
conflict, care prioritization, patient safety, and decision-making. - More than 1,200 full-color photos
and drawings help you visualize concepts and procedures. - Nursing process format provides a
consistent presentation that helps you apply the process while learning each skill. - NEW! All-new
Clinical Judgment in Nursing Practice chapter incorporates concepts of the NCSBN clinical
judgment model. - Updated evidence-based literature is incorporated throughout the skills. - NEW!
End-of-chapter questions and end-of-unit unfolding case studies provide optimal preparation for the
Next-Generation NCLEX® (NGN).
  purewick male external catheter instructions: Clinical Companion for Medical-Surgical
Nursing - E-Book Donna D. Ignatavicius, Nicole M. Heimgartner, 2023-06-30 Make this concise
Clinical Companion your go-to reference in the med-surg clinical setting! Now in full color, this
condensed version of Ignatavicius: Medical-Surgical Nursing: Concepts for Interprofessional
Collaborative Care, 11th Edition is an easy-to-use, A-to-Z guide to managing more than 250
medical-surgical conditions. Key nursing care concepts are used to help you organize your care
based on each patient's individual needs. Interprofessional collaborative care is emphasized, and
updated content and exemplars are cross-referenced to the main text. An ideal study tool for course
exams and the NCLEX® Exam, this convenient handbook is sure to become your most trusted
clinical reference. - UNIQUE! Professional Nursing and Health Concepts for Medical-Surgical
Nursing section reflects the emphasis on Concepts in the Ignatavicius textbook and helps you build
clinical judgment skills. - A-Z synopses of more than 250 diseases and disorders — along with related
interprofessional collaborative care — serve as a quick reference for clinicals and a study resource
for essential medical-surgical content. - UNIQUE! Nursing Safety Priorities boxes promote safety
with Drug Alerts, Action Alerts, and Critical Rescue information. - UNIQUE! Focus on
interprofessional collaboration provides guidance for coordinating care with other healthcare
professionals. - Printed thumb tabs along the edges of the printed pages facilitate quick access to
clinical information and just-in-time learning and reference on the job. - NEW! Updated content



throughout reflects new national and international guidelines and protocols, and matches changes to
the 11th edition of the Ignatavicius Medical-Surgical Nursing textbook for a seamless reference and
study experience. - NEW! Full-color illustrations and design make it easier to understand and apply
content. - NEW! Improved formatting promotes enhanced learning and reference value. - UNIQUE!
Patient-Centered Care boxes highlight nursing interventions specific to older adults, veterans, and
gender health, as well as genetic/genomic, cultural, and NEW healthy equity considerations.
  purewick male external catheter instructions: A Murmuration of Demons Robert F.
Stump, 2025-06-05 After two failed marriages, Bob meets Jessica. One whirlwind romance,
transcontinental move, and medical degree later, the two have built a life together in El Paso, Texas.
The beginning of the end starts when Jessica is diagnosed with a smoldering form of blood cancer:
essential thrombocythemia. Bob has grown accustomed to practicing emergency medicine on
patients at the razor’s edge between life and death, but still he is not prepared to bear witness to
Jessica’s terrifyingly swift decline as her condition progresses to leukemia. After twenty-nine years
of marriage, Jessica is admitted to the hospital on Valentine’s Day 2023. Bob loses Jessica forty days
later. The map of a cancer journey is individual, but it is the tragic truth that for many, the
destination is the same. In A Murmuration of Demons, Bob chronicles Jessica’s hard-fought battle
with scientific precision laced with a deep sense of powerlessness, both qualities heightened by his
medical training. In this moving and candid memoir, he explores what it means to live a good life, to
let go of loved ones, and to accept that some debts can never be repaid.
  purewick male external catheter instructions: Procedure for applying the external catheter
for men , 1986
  purewick male external catheter instructions: Guidelines for the Proper Utilization of the
PureWick External Female Catheter to Promote Positive Patient Outcomes and Prevent Harm
Patricia Ann Weller, 2023 The PureWick female external catheter is a revolutionary, non-invasive
device for managing female incontinence. Nurses must meet specific criteria to initiate and maintain
the PureWick device safely. Deficiencies in nursing staff knowledge may result in harm to patients
and nurses. Purpose: This quality improvement project aimed to educate nursing staff on the
evidence-based procedures to safely initiate, manage and supervise the use of the PureWick device.
Methodology: A two-month observational study of nursing staff behaviors identified the lack of
proper training and knowledge to manage the PureWick, posing a risk for patient harm. An
evidence-based educational training program was developed and delivered to nursing staff on an
impatient rehabilitation unit who incorporate the PureWick into their practice. Additionally, an
algorithm was developed and associated with a quick response (QR) code to allow decision-making
or troubleshooting. Results: A quasi-experimental design utilized a pretest and post-test strategy to
collect quantitative data to determine intervention effectiveness. Qualtrics survey results indicate
increases in learning in key safety areas. For example, one pretest question's Std deviation was 0.49,
post-test Std deviation was 0.26. Implications for practice: Implementing an evidence-based
PureWick training program provides the education required to incorporate the device safely into
practice. Safe practice behaviors reduced the risk of harm to patients and nursing staff.
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