tv guides 50 greatest tv shows of all
time

**TV Guides 50 Greatest TV Shows of All Time: A Journey Through Television
Excellence**

tv guides 50 greatest tv shows of all time is a phrase that instantly sparks
curiosity among TV lovers and pop culture enthusiasts alike. The world of
television has evolved tremendously over the decades, giving us countless
memorable series that have shaped entertainment history. But which shows
truly stand out as the greatest? TV Guides’ list of the 50 greatest TV shows
of all time offers a fascinating glimpse into the series that have defined
genres, broken new ground, and captured the hearts of millions. Let’s dive
into this definitive collection, exploring why these shows deserve their
place and what makes them timeless.

Understanding the Criteria Behind TV Guides 50
Greatest TV Shows of All Time

When TV Guides compiled their list of the 50 greatest TV shows of all time,
they didn’t Jjust pick random popular series. The selection is based on a mix
of cultural impact, critical acclaim, audience ratings, and lasting influence
on the television landscape. This means the list includes classics from
different eras, genres, and styles, reflecting the diversity of television as
a medium.

Some shows revolutionized storytelling techniques, while others introduced
unforgettable characters or tackled social issues in ways that resonated
deeply with viewers. By blending these elements, TV Guides created a
comprehensive snapshot of television’s best offerings.

Why This List Matters

Lists like TV Guides 50 greatest TV shows of all time are more than just
rankings; they serve as a guide to quality viewing. Whether you’re a newbie
looking to catch up on must-watch shows or a seasoned fan wanting to revisit
iconic series, such lists offer a roadmap. They also highlight how television
has evolved, from black-and-white sitcoms to modern streaming hits.

Highlights from TV Guides 50 Greatest TV Shows
of All Time

While the full list is extensive, several shows invariably grab attention for
their monumental influence and popularity. Let’s explore a few standout
entries to understand what makes them legendary.



The Sopranos: Redefining the Antihero

No discussion about the greatest TV shows is complete without mentioning *The
Sopranos*. This HBO crime drama introduced audiences to Tony Soprano, a mob
boss juggling family life and criminal enterprises. Its complex characters,
psychological depth, and cinematic quality set a new standard for television
storytelling. The show’s influence paved the way for the golden age of TV
dramas.

Friends: The Quintessential Sitcom

*Friends* remains one of the most beloved sitcoms ever. Its blend of humor,
relatable characters, and heartfelt moments captured the spirit of 1990s New
York City life. The show’s cultural impact can be seen in its enduring
popularity on streaming platforms and its influence on sitcoms that followed.

Breaking Bad: A Masterclass in Character
Transformation

*Breaking Bad* is often hailed as one of the finest examples of television
craftsmanship. The story of Walter White’s transformation from a mild-
mannered chemistry teacher to a ruthless drug kingpin is gripping and
meticulously executed. The show’s narrative complexity and moral ambiguity
challenged viewers and reshaped expectations for TV dramas.

Exploring Different Genres in TV Guides 50
Greatest TV Shows of All Time

One of the reasons TV Guides’ list resonates with such a wide audience is its
celebration of diverse genres. From comedy and drama to sci-fi and reality
TV, the 1list captures the multifaceted nature of television.

Comedy Classics That Still Make Us Laugh

Shows like *I Love Lucy*, *Seinfeld*, and *The Office* have become synonymous
with laughter and cultural references. These comedies not only brought joy
but also innovated in format and delivery, influencing countless comedians
and writers.

Drama Series That Captivated Audiences

Dramas such as *The Wire*, *Mad Men*, and *Game of Thrones* offer complex
narratives and rich world-building. These shows often reflect societal
issues, politics, and human nature, providing viewers with thought-provoking
content that extends beyond entertainment.



Sci-Fi and Fantasy: Expanding Imagination

Television’s sci-fi and fantasy genre has long been a playground for
creativity. Shows like *Star Trek*, *The Twilight Zone*, and *Stranger
Things* explore futuristic concepts and supernatural elements while often
commenting on real-world themes.

Tips for Watching TV Guides 50 Greatest TV
Shows of All Time

If you're inspired to embark on a viewing journey through these greatest TV
shows, here are some tips to enhance your experience:

e Start with Your Favorite Genre: The list covers a wide range of genres,
so choose shows that align with your interests to keep yourself engaged.

e Watch in Chronological Order: For those interested in TV history,
watching shows in the order they were released can provide insight into
how television evolved over time.

e Use Streaming Platforms: Many of these shows are available on major
streaming services. Creating a watchlist can help you organize your
viewing.

e Read Contextual Information: Learning about the cultural or historical
context behind a show can deepen your appreciation.

How TV Guides 50 Greatest TV Shows of All Time
Influences Modern Television

The impact of the shows on this list extends far beyond their original air
dates. Many modern TV creators draw inspiration from these trailblazers,
adopting storytelling techniques, character archetypes, and production wvalues
pioneered by these classics.

Moreover, networks and streaming services often revive or reboot beloved
series from the list, tapping into nostalgia while introducing these stories
to new generations. This ongoing dialogue between past and present enriches
the television landscape.

Legacy and Cultural Impact

The cultural footprint of these shows is vast. From catchphrases to fashion
trends, from social movements to academic studies, TV Guides’ 50 greatest TV
shows of all time have left indelible marks on society. They serve as
touchstones for collective memory and cultural conversation.



Discovering Hidden Gems and Underrated Entries

While the list includes universally recognized hits, it also features lesser-
known gems that deserve attention. Shows that may not have garnered massive
ratings during their original run but have since gained critical acclaim or
cult followings highlight the depth of quality television available.

Exploring these underrated shows can be a rewarding experience, offering
fresh perspectives and storytelling styles that differ from mainstream hits.
It’s a reminder that greatness in television often lies in creativity and
authenticity rather than just popularity.

Whether you’re revisiting old favorites or discovering new ones, TV Guides 50
greatest TV shows of all time offers a treasure trove for any television
enthusiast. This curated collection not only celebrates the best in
entertainment but also reflects the evolution of storytelling and cultural
expression through the powerful medium of television. So grab your remote,
settle in, and enjoy the journey through some of the finest TV shows ever
made.

Frequently Asked Questions

What criteria did TV Guide use to rank the 50
greatest TV shows of all time?

TV Guide considered factors such as cultural impact, critical acclaim,
popularity, innovation, and longevity when ranking the 50 greatest TV shows
of all time.

Which TV show was ranked number one on TV Guide's 50
greatest TV shows of all time?

The TV show ranked number one on TV Guide's 50 greatest TV shows of all time
is often 'I Love Lucy,' recognized for its groundbreaking impact on
television comedy.

Are contemporary TV shows included in TV Guide's 50
greatest TV shows of all time?

Yes, TV Guide's list includes a mix of classic and contemporary TV shows to
reflect both historical significance and modern popularity.

How often does TV Guide update its list of the 50
greatest TV shows of all time?

TV Guide updates its list periodically, typically every few years, to
incorporate new shows and changing cultural tastes.



Does TV Guide's list of the 50 greatest TV shows
include all genres?

Yes, the list encompasses a variety of genres including drama, comedy, Sci-
fi, and reality shows to represent diverse television programming.

Can international TV shows be found on TV Guide's 50
greatest TV shows of all time?

TV Guide's list primarily features American TV shows, though some
internationally acclaimed programs may be included if they had significant
impact in the U.S.

Where can I watch the TV shows featured in TV Guide's
50 greatest TV shows of all time?

Most shows on the list are available on popular streaming platforms, cable
networks, or through DVD collections, depending on the show's licensing and
availability.

Does TV Guide provide detailed descriptions or
reviews for each show on the 50 greatest TV shows
list?

Yes, TV Guide typically offers summaries, historical context, and critical
commentary for each show featured in its 50 greatest TV shows of all time
list.

Additional Resources

**TV Guides 50 Greatest TV Shows of All Time: An In-Depth Exploration**

tv guides 50 greatest tv shows of all time represents one of the most
authoritative and widely referenced compilations in television history. This
list, curated by industry experts and critics alike, reflects decades of
storytelling brilliance, cultural impact, and pioneering production values.
As television continues to evolve, revisiting such a definitive ranking
offers valuable insights into how the medium has shaped and mirrored
society’s changing tastes, technology, and narrative ambitions.

Understanding the Criteria Behind TV Guides 50
Greatest TV Shows of All Time

The selection process for TV Guides 50 greatest tv shows of all time is
multifaceted, balancing subjective appreciation with objective measures.
Factors such as critical acclaim, viewership ratings, cultural influence,
innovation in storytelling, and longevity play pivotal roles. This list is
not merely a popularity contest; instead, it serves as a comprehensive
evaluation of shows that have made lasting impressions on both audiences and
the television industry.



The inclusion of shows from various eras—from the golden age of television in
the 1950s to the streaming revolution of the 21st century—illustrates the
breadth of the list. This variety ensures that the compilation honors both
classic narratives and contemporary masterpieces, making it a compelling
resource for viewers seeking quality programming across genres.

Key Elements That Define a 'Great' TV Show

Several components consistently emerge as hallmarks of the series featured in
tv guides 50 greatest tv shows of all time:

e Innovative Storytelling: Shows like "The Sopranos" and "Breaking Bad"
redefined narrative complexity, introducing morally ambiguous characters
and serialized arcs that challenged conventional television formats.

e Cultural Significance: Titles such as "All in the Family" and "The
Simpsons" not only entertained but also provoked societal conversations,
reflecting and influencing public discourse.

e Critical Acclaim and Awards: Recognition from prestigious institutions
like the Emmys and Golden Globes often corroborates a show's quality and
industry impact.

e Enduring Popularity: Longevity and consistent fan engagement, as seen
with shows like "Friends" and "M*A*S*H," indicate sustained relevance
across generations.

Highlights from TV Guides 50 Greatest TV Shows
of All Time

The list encompasses a wide range of genres, from gripping dramas and sharp
comedies to groundbreaking sci-fi and reality TV. Here, we explore some of
the standout entries and their contributions to television history.

Drama Series That Changed the Landscape

Drama series dominate the upper echelons of tv guides 50 greatest tv shows of
all time. "The Wire," often hailed for its intricate portrayal of urban life
and institutional dysfunction, is praised for its realistic narrative and
ensemble cast. Similarly, "Mad Men" brought a meticulous attention to period
detail and character development, shedding light on the complexities of 1960s
America.

These dramas are characterized by their deep character studies and
willingness to tackle challenging social issues, which has influenced
countless subsequent series.



Comedy Shows That Shaped Popular Culture

Comedy has long been a staple of television, and TV Guides’ list recognizes

this with iconic shows like "Seinfeld," "The Office," and "I Love Lucy."
These programs revolutionized comedic timing, character archetypes, and
situational humor. "Seinfeld," often referred to as “a show about nothing,”

found humor in everyday minutiae, while "The Office" pioneered the
mockumentary style that has since become a television staple.

The enduring syndication success and continued streaming popularity of these
series underscore their timeless appeal.

Science Fiction and Fantasy’s Ascendancy

Science fiction and fantasy have carved out a significant niche in tv guides
50 greatest tv shows of all time, with titles such as "The Twilight Zone" and
"Game of Thrones." "The Twilight Zone" set the standard for anthology
storytelling with its blend of speculative fiction and moral lessons.
Meanwhile, "Game of Thrones," despite controversial final seasons,
demonstrated the capacity for television to rival cinematic spectacle in
production scale and narrative complexity.

These genres have expanded television’s scope, attracting diverse audiences
and pushing technical boundaries.

Comparative Analysis: Classic TV vs. Modern
Masterpieces

One of the fascinating aspects of tv guides 50 greatest tv shows of all time
is how it juxtaposes classic television staples with modern-day productions.
Classic shows 1like "I Love Lucy" and "The Twilight Zone" laid the groundwork
for the visual language and narrative conventions that contemporary series
have built upon.

In contrast, newer shows employ advanced cinematography, complex character
arcs, and serialized storytelling techniques that were less prevalent in
earlier eras. For instance, the character-driven, morally complex narratives
of "Breaking Bad" and "The Sopranos" reflect a shift toward more adult-
oriented and nuanced content.

This comparison highlights the evolution of television as a medium,

illustrating how changes in audience expectations and technological
advancements influence programming quality.

Pros and Cons: Traditional vs. Contemporary TV

1. Traditional TV Pros: Simplicity, broad family appeal, pioneering
formats, historical significance.

2. Traditional TV Cons: Limited narrative complexity, often constrained by



censorship and broadcast standards.

3. Contemporary TV Pros: Enhanced storytelling depth, diverse
representation, high production wvalues.

4. Contemporary TV Cons: Sometimes criticized for overcomplexity or pacing
issues, potential overreliance on serialized formats.

The Influence of Streaming Services on the
Greatest TV Shows

The digital streaming revolution has significantly impacted the definition
and production of the tv guides 50 greatest tv shows of all time. Platforms
like Netflix, HBO Max, and Amazon Prime Video have enabled creators to
experiment with formats, allowing for binge-watching and more intricate plot
developments without traditional network constraints.

Shows such as "Stranger Things" and "The Crown" demonstrate the potential of
streaming services to produce high-caliber content that quickly garners
critical acclaim and a global fan base. This shift also affects how these
shows are consumed and evaluated, emphasizing the importance of accessibility
and audience engagement in modern television.

LSI Keywords Integration

Throughout the discussion of tv guides 50 greatest tv shows of all time,

related terms such as “best TV series,” “top television shows,” “classic TV
programs,” and “critically acclaimed TV dramas” naturally emerge.
Additionally, phrases like “influential sitcoms,” “award-winning TV shows,”

and “television storytelling evolution” help contextualize the conversation
within broader industry trends and viewer interests.

Legacy and Continued Relevance

The enduring popularity of shows featured in the tv guides 50 greatest tv
shows of all time speaks to their ability to transcend time and cultural
shifts. Many of these series have inspired spin-offs, reboots, and countless
homages, underlining their foundational role in shaping television’s creative
landscape.

Moreover, the list serves as a guidepost for both new viewers and seasoned
fans, offering a curated pathway through the vast and diverse world of
television. It encourages exploration beyond current trends, inviting
audiences to appreciate the historical and artistic milestones that continue
to influence the medium today.

Whether it’s the timeless humor of classic sitcoms, the gripping narratives
of modern dramas, or the imaginative worlds of sci-fi epics, the tv guides 50
greatest tv shows of all time remain a vital reference point for
understanding television’s past, present, and future.
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tv guides 50 greatest tv shows of all time: Focus On: 100 Most Popular Television Series
by 20th Century Fox Television Wikipedia contributors,

tv guides 50 greatest tv shows of all time: Focus On: 100 Most Popular Television Shows Set
in New York City Wikipedia contributors,

tv guides 50 greatest tv shows of all time: Focus On: 100 Most Popular Television Series
by Warner Bros. Television Wikipedia contributors,

tv guides 50 greatest tv shows of all time: 20 20 Smart Lists Shawn Holley, 2020-05-15 Book
Delisted

tv guides 50 greatest tv shows of all time: Focus On: 100 Most Popular Fox Network Shows
Wikipedia contributors,

tv guides 50 greatest tv shows of all time: Focus On: 100 Most Popular Television Series
by Universal Television Wikipedia contributors,

tv guides 50 greatest tv shows of all time: Focus On: 100 Most Popular Television Series by
Sony Pictures Television Wikipedia contributors,

tv guides 50 greatest tv shows of all time: e-Pedia: Game of Thrones (season 6)
Wikipedia Contributors, 2017-02-22 This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with
a functional and detailed table of contents. The sixth season of the fantasy drama television series
Game of Thrones premiered on HBO on April 24, 2016, and concluded on June 26, 2016. It consists
of ten episodes, each of approximately 50-60 minutes, largely of original content not found in
George R. R. Martin's A Song of Ice and Fire series. Some material is adapted from the upcoming
sixth novel The Winds of Winter and the fourth and fifth novels, A Feast for Crows and A Dance with
Dragons. The series was adapted for television by David Benioff and D. B. Weiss. HBO ordered the
season on April 8, 2014, together with the fifth season, which began filming in July 2015 primarily in
Northern Ireland, Spain, Croatia, Iceland and Canada. Each episode cost over $10 million. This book
has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire
text of all the 593 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain
illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting
these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia
Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.

tv guides 50 greatest tv shows of all time: Pharmacology for Anesthetists ,

tv guides 50 greatest tv shows of all time: Shapers of American Childhood Kathy Merlock
Jackson, Mark I. West, 2018-09-24 The experience of growing up in the U.S. is shaped by many
forces. Relationships with parents and teachers are deeply personal and definitive. Social and
economic contexts are broader and harder to quantify. Key individuals in public life have also had a
marked impact on American childhood. These 18 new essays examine the influence of pivotal figures
in the culture of 20th and 21st century childhood and child-rearing, from Benjamin Spock and Walt
Disney to Ruth Handler, Barbie's inventor, and Ernest Thompson Seton, founder of the Boy Scouts of
America.

tv guides 50 greatest tv shows of all time: TV Guide , 2005

tv guides 50 greatest tv shows of all time: Friends Secrets: 236 Episodes, Thousands of
Facts Dennis Bjorklund, 2023-10-02 Friends Secrets: 236 Episodes, Thousands of Facts is written by
an authoritative expert who penned the most comprehensive reference book ever written on the
series—Friends Behind the Scenes: Backstage Pass to the Series, A Comprehensive History. The
follow-up effort, Friends Secrets, is the best source for insider facts and never-before-revealed
tidbits about the sitcom that industry experts have voted the Greatest TV Series of All Time. This
type of thoroughness cannot be found anywhere else in the entire Friends Universe. The first section



https://bmx.fpfootwear.com/archive-th-118/tv-guides-50-greatest-tv-shows-of-all-time.pdf

provides insider information about the creators, cast regulars, supporting actors, and guest actors as
well as cast stand-ins, crew members, scene extras, and even famous actors who auditioned for roles
in the immensely popular show. The second section discusses little-known facts about the series,
including behind-the-scenes activities, casting decisions, notable directors, secrets behind writing
episodes, and so much more. The final section recounts numerous secrets behind the making of
Friends. Every episode has a history and many contain a few skeletons in the closet. The little-known
facts encompass the inspirations for episode plots, how personal experiences influenced storylines,
when actors ad-libbed lines, how scenes developed and evolved, the way actors and guest stars
impacted the creative process, and even the “lost” episode that was written but never filmed. There
are over 3000 fun facts about the show that are sure to amaze and mystify the most die-hard and
inquisitive Friends fan. Friends Secrets is an essential book for every fan of the show. It is a great
conversation starter and readers are guaranteed to impress friends and family with nuggets of
insider information that most Friends fans do not know. Photos included, 299 pages paperback.

tv guides 50 greatest tv shows of all time: The Known Citizen Sarah E. Igo, 2020-03-10 A
Washington Post Book of the Year Winner of the Merle Curti Award Winner of the Jacques Barzun
Prize Winner of the Ralph Waldo Emerson Award “A masterful study of privacy.” —Sue Halpern,
New York Review of Books “Masterful (and timely)...[A] marathon trek from Victorian propriety to
social media exhibitionism...Utterly original.” —Washington Post Every day, we make decisions
about what to share and when, how much to expose and to whom. Securing the boundary between
one’s private affairs and public identity has become an urgent task of modern life. How did privacy
come to loom so large in public consciousness? Sarah Igo tracks the quest for privacy from the
invention of the telegraph onward, revealing enduring debates over how Americans would—and
should—be known. The Known Citizen is a penetrating historical investigation with powerful lessons
for our own times, when corporations, government agencies, and data miners are tracking our every
move. “A mighty effort to tell the story of modern America as a story of anxieties about
privacy...Shows us that although we may feel that the threat to privacy today is unprecedented,
every generation has felt that way since the introduction of the postcard.” —Louis Menand, New
Yorker “Engaging and wide-ranging...Igo’s analysis of state surveillance from the New Deal through
Watergate is remarkably thorough and insightful.” —The Nation

tv guides 50 greatest tv shows of all time: Differently Wired James Christie, 2018-08-08
Differently Wired is an illustrated collection of around sixty articles and blogs written by James
Christie for the Huffington Post UK, the Glasgow West End Guide, Autism Eye magazine - and even
the Sherlock Holmes Journal. They cover subjects as diverse as Einstein's brain, Scottish
independence, American civil rights, libraries, adults with autism, and Buffy the Vampire Slayer, all
with told with Christie's characteristic fluency and barbed wit and all offering the unique
perspective of an autistic writer.

tv guides 50 greatest tv shows of all time: The Big Book of Buffy Bites 2008 Robert Mestre,
2008-02 Are you a Buffy fan? Are you just a little fanatical? If so, then this is the book for you. Have
you ever watched an episode and caught a mistake by the cast or crew? This book includes a huge
list of such mistakes. Included is Buffy trivia galore. Also included is information about where to find
those easter eggs for special DVD extras. A full detailed episode list, up to date cast biographies, and
a huge detailed list of characters. As a special bonus, inside you will find memorable quotes from the
show listed by character, as well as a dictionary of Buffy slang! And there is more...How about a time
line showing the events from the first slayer all the way to Buffy! Can't remember the name of a
certain villain we have you covered with a full listing of those Buffy villains. Last but not least by any
means, is a full listing of the writers, directors, and crew...what would the show have been without
them?

tv guides 50 greatest tv shows of all time: The Lucy Book of Lists Michael Karol,
2010-12-28 Best-selling author Michael Karol (Lucy A to Z: The Lucille Ball Encyclopedia) is at it
again, with a book of lists honoring Lucy’s 100th birthday and the 60th anniversary of I Love Lucy —
both of which occur in 2011! Chapter titles include Headline News, Lucy by the Numbers, The Lucy




Show Mystery, Mam’selle Mame, and many more...with an exclusive list by Lucille Ball’s and Desi
Arnaz’s good friend, comedian Kaye Ballard (The Mothers-In-Law). You'll laugh, learn and love this
unique peek into the Lucyverse.

tv guides 50 greatest tv shows of all time: The Evil Twins of American Television Kristi
Rowan Humphreys, 2019-08-22 The Evil Twins of American Television examines evil-twin depictions
in over fifty years of television, comparing male twins to female twins and male-writer depictions to
female-writer depictions. Kristi Rowan Humphreys evaluates The Patty Duke Show, Bewitched,
Gilligan's Island, I Dream of Jeannie, and The Brady Bunch, among other television programs that
use the twinning trope to explore themes of feminism and identity. Employing traits identified by
Betty Friedan in The Feminine Mystique as belonging to the “evil” side of her “schizophrenic split”
theory, Humphreys analyzes the ways in which these alter ego characters embody the desire for a
separate self and independence through loose inhibitions, career interests, political interests,
intellectual prowess, and assertiveness. This book then compares female-written twin episodes to
male-written twin episodes, finding that when “evil twin” episodes are written by women writers, the
twins are presented less as oppositional binaries and more as compatible, often symbiotic binaries.
Thus, the women writers of these shows offer a compelling response to Friedan’s text, one that
acknowledges and underscores the many complexities of women—the image of which cannot in
reality be so easily split into two oppositional binaries. Humphreys then connects 1960s depictions
to more current evil-twin examples, including those in Friends, Knight Rider, and Sabrina the
Teenage Witch.

tv guides 50 greatest tv shows of all time: Women in American History Peg A. Lamphier,
Rosanne Welch, 2017-01-23 This four-volume set documents the complexity and richness of women's
contributions to American history and culture, empowering all students by demonstrating a more
populist approach to the past. Based on the content of most textbooks, it would be easy to reach the
erroneous conclusion that women have not contributed much to America's history and development.
Nothing could be further from the truth. Offering comprehensive coverage of women of a diverse
range of cultures, classes, ethnicities, religions, and sexual identifications, this four-volume set
identifies the many ways in which women have helped to shape and strengthen the United States.
This encyclopedia is organized into four chronological volumes, with each volume further divided
into three sections. Each section features an overview essay and thematic essay as well as detailed
entries on topics ranging from Lady Gaga to Ladybird Johnson, Lucy Stone, and Lucille Ball, and
from the International Ladies of Rhythm to the International Ladies Garment Workers Union. The set
also includes a vast variety of primary documents, such as personal letters, public papers,
newspaper articles, recipes, and more. These primary documents enhance users' learning
opportunities and enable readers to better connect with the subject matter.

tv guides 50 greatest tv shows of all time: Ball of Fire Stefan Kanfer, 2022-10-20 'Easily the
year's best Hollywood biog.' Independent on Sunday ' Ball Of Fire reveals all about house- wife
superstar Lucille Ball. She made the top-rated TV show in America before her husband's serial
adulteries practically sunk it." Sunday Herald To viewers all over the world, Lucille Ball remains the
ultimate screwball housewife, getting in and out of outlandish scrapes with hilarous finesse. But
Stefan Kanfer's biography looks behind the image, tracing Ball's comedic genius to its beginnings in
a lonely childhood in upstate New York. She yearned to make people laugh, to attain stardom and
love. Then a Cuban bandleader called Desi came into her life to make her wealthy and famous -- and
nearly destroyed her in the process. Kanfer chronicles the runaway success of I Love Lucy, the fiery
marriage and eventual split from Desi, and Ball's struggle to manage both a business empire and her
own rebellious children. 'A wonderful and poignant book . . . Kanfer portays Lucille Ball as insatiably
anxious and insecure, a woman whose search for a father-figure would only ever find the unlikely
and unholdable Desi . . . Kanfer pulls no punches over Lucy the pain in the neck but he gives a
superb picture of how she and Desi changed television.' David Thomson

tv guides 50 greatest tv shows of all time: Billboard , 2002-11-23 In its 114th year, Billboard
remains the world's premier weekly music publication and a diverse digital, events, brand, content



and data licensing platform. Billboard publishes the most trusted charts and offers unrivaled
reporting about the latest music, video, gaming, media, digital and mobile entertainment issues and
trends.
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