short fiction story for kids

Short Fiction Story for Kids: Sparking Imagination and Joy Through
Storytelling

short fiction story for kids holds a special place in the world of children’s
literature, captivating young minds and nurturing creativity. These brief
narratives, filled with engaging characters and imaginative plots, serve as a
gateway to a lifelong love of reading and learning. Whether told at bedtime
or shared in classrooms, short fiction stories for kids offer a delightful
blend of entertainment and education.

Understanding the charm behind short fiction stories tailored for young
readers is essential for parents, teachers, and writers alike. These stories
are designed not just to amuse but to stimulate a child’s imagination,
introduce moral lessons gently, and improve language skills. In this article,
we will explore the importance of short fiction stories for kids, tips on
crafting them, and how to select the best tales to inspire children’s minds.

What Makes a Short Fiction Story for Kids So
Special?

Short fiction stories for children differ significantly from adult fiction in
their structure, themes, and language. Their brevity makes them perfect for
young attention spans, while their simplicity ensures comprehension and
enjoyment. But beyond these superficial qualities lies a treasure trove of
developmental benefits.

Encouraging Early Literacy and Language Skills

Short stories introduce children to new vocabulary and sentence structures in
a context they can understand. When kids listen to or read these stories,
they naturally absorb language patterns, improving their speaking and reading
fluency. Moreover, the rhythmic and repetitive nature of many children’s
stories aids memorization and phonetic awareness.

Stimulating Creativity and Imagination

Kids often picture the story’s scenes in their minds, which enhances their
creative thinking. Short fiction stories for kids frequently include
fantastical elements—talking animals, magical adventures, or whimsical
worlds—that invite children to stretch their imagination. This imaginative
play is crucial for cognitive development and problem-solving skills later in



life.

Teaching Values and Emotional Intelligence

Many short fiction stories for kids subtly weave in lessons about kindness,
sharing, honesty, and courage. These narratives help children understand
emotions and social interactions, equipping them with empathy and ethical
frameworks in an accessible manner.

How to Choose the Perfect Short Fiction Story
for Kids

Selecting the right stories can sometimes be overwhelming given the vast
array of children’s literature available. Here are some points to consider
when looking for stories that resonate and engage.

Age Appropriateness and Language

Choose stories that match the child’s age and comprehension level. Younger
children benefit from simple sentences and clear plots, while older kids
might appreciate more complex narratives and richer vocabulary. Pay attention
to the themes as well, ensuring they are suitable and relatable.

Engaging Characters and Themes

Children connect best with stories featuring characters they can relate to or
admire. Characters such as brave animals, curious children, or magical beings
often capture young readers’ hearts. Themes that touch on friendship,
adventure, family, or overcoming challenges tend to be especially popular.

Incorporating Diversity and Inclusion

It’s important to introduce children to stories reflecting diverse cultures,
backgrounds, and experiences. Short fiction stories for kids that showcase
different traditions, languages, and perspectives broaden their worldview and
foster acceptance and understanding.



Tips for Writing Your Own Short Fiction Story
for Kids

Writing for children is a rewarding challenge. If you’'re inspired to create
your own short fiction story for kids, here are some practical tips to guide
you through the process.

Keep It Simple and Clear

The story should be easy to follow, avoiding overly complex plots or
confusing language. Focus on a single main idea or lesson to maintain clarity
and impact.

Use Vivid Descriptions and Dialogue

Children love stories that paint pictures with words. Use descriptive
language to bring settings and characters to life. Incorporating dialogue
helps make the story dynamic and relatable.

Create Memorable Characters

Characters should be distinct and engaging. Whether it’s a mischievous fox or
a brave little girl, a well-crafted character can make your story
unforgettable.

Include a Positive Message or Moral

While not every story needs a direct lesson, many short fiction stories for
kids benefit from a thoughtful message that encourages good behavior or
inspires confidence.

Test Your Story with Children

Reading your story aloud to kids can give you valuable feedback about what
works and what doesn’t. Notice their reactions and be open to making changes
that improve clarity and enjoyment.



Examples of Popular Short Fiction Stories for
Kids

To better understand what makes a short fiction story for kids truly
engaging, it helps to look at some well-loved examples. These stories have
stood the test of time precisely because they combine entertainment with
meaningful content.

e “The Very Hungry Caterpillar” by Eric Carle: This classic story combines
simple language, colorful illustrations, and an educational theme about
growth and change.

e “Where the Wild Things Are” by Maurice Sendak: A tale of imagination and
emotions, it explores themes of anger, forgiveness, and the power of
dreams.

e “Goodnight Moon” by Margaret Wise Brown: A gentle bedtime story that
soothes children with rhythmic text and calming imagery.

e “The Tale of Peter Rabbit” by Beatrix Potter: This story features a
curious and adventurous rabbit learning important lessons about
obedience and consequences.

These stories use simple plots and compelling characters to capture the
hearts of children, demonstrating the power of short fiction in early
childhood development.

Integrating Short Fiction Stories for Kids into
Daily Life
Incorporating short fiction stories into a child’s routine can have lasting

benefits. Parents and educators can use these stories not only for
entertainment but also as tools for learning and bonding.

Bedtime Story Rituals

Reading a short fiction story for kids before bedtime creates a comforting
ritual that signals the end of the day. It also provides an opportunity for
parents to connect with their children and encourage a love of reading.



Classroom Storytelling

Teachers can use short fiction stories to introduce new concepts, spark
discussions, or stimulate creative projects. Storytelling sessions encourage
listening skills and group interaction.

Creative Activities Inspired by Stories

After reading, children can engage in drawing, acting out scenes, or writing
their own endings. These activities reinforce comprehension and allow
children to express their creativity.

Why Short Fiction Stories for Kids Will Always
Matter

In a world increasingly dominated by screens and digital entertainment, short
fiction stories for kids remain a timeless treasure. They offer a unique
blend of education, imagination, and emotional development that technology
alone cannot replace. By sharing these stories, adults give children a chance
to explore new worlds, develop empathy, and build essential skills in a
joyful and meaningful way.

Whether you’re a parent searching for the perfect bedtime story, an educator
looking for engaging classroom materials, or a writer eager to inspire young
minds, short fiction stories for kids provide endless opportunities to spark
curiosity and wonder. After all, the magic of storytelling is a gift that
stays with us throughout our lives.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some popular themes for short fiction
stories for kids?

Popular themes for short fiction stories for kids include friendship,
bravery, kindness, adventure, and learning from mistakes.

How long should a short fiction story for kids be?

A short fiction story for kids typically ranges from 500 to 1,500 words,
depending on the age group and attention span of the readers.



What age group is best suited for short fiction
stories?

Short fiction stories are best suited for children aged 4 to 12 years old,
with simpler language and concepts for younger kids and more complex
narratives for older children.

How can I make a short fiction story engaging for
kids?

To make a short fiction story engaging for kids, use vivid and simple
language, relatable characters, a clear plot, and include illustrations or
interactive elements if possible.

What are some examples of short fiction story genres
for kids?

Examples include fairy tales, fables, adventure stories, mystery, fantasy,
and animal tales.

Why is short fiction important for children's
development?

Short fiction helps develop children's imagination, vocabulary, reading
skills, and moral understanding by exposing them to different situations and
characters.

Where can I find good short fiction stories for
kids?

Good short fiction stories for kids can be found in children's books, online
platforms like Storyberries or Scholastic, library collections, and
educational apps.

Additional Resources

Short Fiction Story for Kids: Crafting Imagination and Learning through Brief
Narratives

short fiction story for kids has long been a cornerstone in childhood
literature, serving as an accessible medium to engage young minds with
creativity, morals, and language development. These concise narratives, often
spanning just a few pages, are designed to capture attention quickly while
delivering impactful messages. In today’s digital age, where children's
attention spans are increasingly fragmented, the role of short fiction
becomes even more significant. This article delves into the nuances of short



fiction stories tailored for kids, examining their characteristics,
educational benefits, and the evolving landscape of children's literature.

Understanding Short Fiction Stories for Kids

Short fiction stories for children are typically brief narratives that
encapsulate a complete plot, characters, and a moral or lesson, all within a
limited word count. Unlike full-length novels, these stories are crafted to
be read in one sitting, making them ideal for younger readers or those just
beginning to explore literature independently.

The primary purpose extends beyond entertainment; these stories are
instrumental in vocabulary building, fostering imagination, and introducing
ethical dilemmas in an age-appropriate manner. According to a 2022 survey by
the National Literacy Trust, children exposed regularly to short stories
demonstrate a 15% improvement in reading comprehension compared to those who
primarily engage with longer texts.

Key Features of Effective Short Fiction for Children

Several elements distinguish successful short fiction stories for kids:
e Conciseness: The narrative is succinct, avoiding unnecessary subplots to
maintain clarity.

* Engaging Characters: Protagonists are often relatable or fantastical,
designed to spark curiosity.

e Clear Moral or Theme: Stories frequently convey lessons about kindness,
perseverance, or honesty.

» Age-Appropriate Language: Vocabulary is tailored to the target age
group, balancing challenge with comprehension.

e Illustrations: Many short stories incorporate visual elements to support
understanding and maintain interest.

The Educational Impact of Short Fiction Stories
for Kids

Short fiction stories serve as more than just a pastime; they are powerful



educational tools. Linguistically, these stories help children acquire new
words and sentence structures in context, facilitating natural language
acquisition. Psychologically, they nurture empathy by allowing readers to
step into different characters' shoes, encountering diverse perspectives.

Moreover, short fiction can act as a gateway to more complex literature. For
example, a child who enjoys a 500-word story about friendship might develop
the confidence to tackle longer chapter books subsequently. This stepped
approach aligns with pedagogical strategies that advocate scaffolded
learning—building skills progressively.

Comparing Short Fiction to Other Forms of Children's
Literature

When juxtaposed with picture books or full-length novels, short fiction
occupies a unique niche. Picture books rely heavily on illustrations and are
often targeted at pre-readers or early readers, whereas novels require
sustained attention and advanced reading skills.

Short fiction stories strike a balance by providing narrative depth without
overwhelming complexity. They are particularly effective for children aged 6
to 10, who are transitioning from assisted reading to independent
exploration. Books like "Frog and Toad Are Friends" by Arnold Lobel exemplify
this middle ground, blending simplicity with meaningful storytelling.

Trends and Innovations in Short Fiction
Storytelling for Children

The digital revolution has transformed how short fiction stories are
consumed. E-books, interactive apps, and audiobooks have expanded
accessibility. Platforms such as Storyberries and Epic! offer curated
collections of short stories, often enhanced with multimedia elements,
catering to diverse learning preferences.

Additionally, contemporary authors increasingly incorporate themes reflecting
social diversity, environmental consciousness, and emotional intelligence.
This shift enriches the traditional moral-centric narratives, aligning
storytelling with the values of modern society.

Pros and Cons of Short Fiction for Kids in the
Digital Era



* Pros:
o Accessibility via digital devices encourages frequent reading.
o Interactive features can enhance engagement and comprehension.

o Wide variety of themes that reflect current societal issues.

e Cons:
o Screen time concerns might detract from physical book reading.

o Potential distractions from multimedia elements may reduce focus on
text.

o Quality control varies widely among digital content providers.

Crafting Your Own Short Fiction Story for Kids

For educators and parents interested in creating personalized stories,
understanding key storytelling techniques is essential. Successful short
fiction emphasizes a strong hook, concise plot development, and a satisfying
resolution. Incorporating elements familiar to the child’s world-such as
school, animals, or family—can enhance relatability.

Using repetition and rhythm can aid memory and enjoyment, while open-ended
questions at the end of stories invite reflection and discussion. This

interactive approach turns reading into an active learning experience,
fostering critical thinking and creativity.

Recommended Resources for Short Fiction Stories

For those seeking quality short fiction stories, several resources stand out:
1. Classic Anthologies: Collections like "A Treasury of Short Stories for
Children" provide timeless tales.

2. Online Libraries: Websites such as Storynory and Magicblox offer free or
subscription-based access to diverse stories.



3. Educational Publishers: Scholastic and Penguin Random House feature
curated short story series designed for various reading levels.

Exploring these resources can aid in discovering age-appropriate content that
engages and educates simultaneously.

Short fiction story for kids continues to evolve as an essential facet of
childhood literacy and development. Its concise nature, coupled with rich
storytelling, makes it an invaluable tool for nurturing young readers in an
increasingly complex world. Whether through traditional books or innovative
digital formats, the impact of these brief narratives resonates deeply with
children and educators alike.

Short Fiction Story For Kids

short fiction story for kids: Christmas Short Stories for Kids Evelyn Hartwell, 2023-12-20 [J
Delight Your Little Ones This Holiday Season! [] Embark on a Magical Winter Adventure! Welcome to
a heartwarming collection of festive tales, specially crafted for children aged 6 to 10. This
enchanting book is the perfect present to light up the faces of your beloved kids, grandchildren,
nieces, or nephews this Christmas! Why This Book is a Must-Have: Festive and Fun: Each story is
brimming with the joy and wonder of the holiday season, making it the ideal read for cozy winter
nights. Age-Appropriate Excitement: Tailored for young readers, these stories strike the perfect
balance between adventure and comfort, ensuring a delightful experience for children aged 6 to 10.
Spark Imagination: With a mix of magical characters and heartwarming lessons, these tales ignite
creativity and wonder in every child. Create Cherished Memories: Reading these stories together
will foster a love for reading and create lasting holiday memories. Gift of Adventure: Move beyond
toys and gadgets - give the gift of imagination and storytelling. Inside the Book: Captivating Tales:
Discover a collection of stories that are both engaging and easy to understand, perfect for young
readers. Vibrant Illustrations: Each story is accompanied by colorful and lively illustrations, bringing
the magic of Christmas to life. Lessons of Joy and Kindness: Beyond entertainment, these tales are
infused with valuable lessons about kindness, friendship, and the true spirit of Christmas. Perfect for
Bedtime and Beyond: Whether it's a story before bed, a reading session on a snowy afternoon, or a
special tale for Christmas Eve, this book is a versatile companion for all your holiday moments. []
Order Your Copy Today! [] Give the gift of joy, imagination, and festive spirit this holiday season.
Perfect for parents, grandparents, and anyone looking to enrich a child's winter with the magic of
storytelling.

short fiction story for kids: Real Life Bully Prevention for Real Kids Catherine DePino,
2009-01-16 Many states currently mandate character education, and school districts across the
country need anti-bullying education programs to counter the rising tide of aggression and relational
aggression that is the norm among many students. In fact, many school districts now require
teachers to include lessons on bully prevention in their curriculum. Real Life Bully Prevention For
Real Kids addresses this pervasive problem by offering students hands-on activities. Teachers will
want to use this book in their classrooms with their students as part of the school’s anti-bullying
curriculum. As an added bonus, the activities reinforce English/language arts, social studies, and
health education curricular goals. Counselors, therapists, and school administrators can also use the
activities in large and small group instruction. Additionally, leaders of after-school programs and
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youth leadership programs, such as scouting, dramatics classes, and religious education classes, will
find the activities helpful in addressing their bully prevention programs. Each activity contains a
description, goals for children, and helpful hints for adults to guide their youngsters through the
program.

short fiction story for kids: Kids' Short Stories in English: Drew Anderson, 2025-08-14 Kids
Short Stories in English Step into a world where imagination takes flight and every page bursts with
wonder. This delightful collection of short stories invites young readers on gentle adventures filled
with magic, friendship, and courage. From mysterious footprints leading to secret places to tiny
heroes proving that size doesn't define bravery, these stories inspire kindness and the joy of
discovery. Experience tales that awaken the heart and mind, encouraging children to see the
extraordinary in everyday moments. Perfect for bedtime reading or quiet afternoons, this book
creates a warm and inviting space where children can dream, learn, and grow. Inside This Book,
You'll Discover: The Magical Treehouse and its secret world beyond the attic The Lost Puppy
Adventure and the power of friendship The Brave Little Star that shines against all odds The Secret
Garden Surprise where wonders bloom The Friendly Dragon with a heart of gold The Curious
Kitten's playful journey The Pirate's Hidden Treasure and thrilling quests Explore stories that
celebrate kindness, courage, and the magic that lives in every child's heart. Scroll Up and Grab Your
Copy Today!

short fiction story for kids: Short Stories For Kids: More Amazing Animal Adventures Carl D.
Nuttall, 2018-11-11 Short Stories For Kids: Amazing Animal Adventures contains 24 short mini
books for children where animals go on amazing adventures to fit their personalities. In this book
you will find volumes 1 - 4 from the original Kindle collection. Join me in these stories to give your
youngsters' a brief, yet important, introduction to animals.

short fiction story for kids: Learning with Literature in the Canadian Elementary
Classroom Joyce Bainbridge, Sylvia Joyce Pantaleo, 1999-11 Grade level: 1, 2, 3,4, 5,6, 7, k, p, e, i,
t.

short fiction story for kids: Original Fairy Tales for Children José Tiberius, 2016-10-01 The
book of short tales for kids is a collection of personalized and original bedtime fairy tales. All the
brief tales online are love stories for kids. Personalized short moral story for kids. Story fable or tale
with talking animals to stimulate the fantasy of children. This little collection of short tales online for
kids contains an assortment of personalized and original fairy tales for an adequate preparation of
children at bedtime, usually based on true stories. They are stories for little boys and girls; from 2 to
7 years old approximately, that’s why the style of the spoken tales is very simple on occasions, with
very short sentences and quite elemental ideas. A common characteristic to all the collection of
short stories for kids in this book is to contain love stories or tales. Love is the context or
background that gives cohesion to all the stories, its interpretation and its assimilation; it is even a
tool, necessary to understand the baddies. Children detect if the tales and legends are told or read
to them by people or if they are reproduced by other means. They appreciate the effort and they
understand that it is not always possible to give them all the desirable time. An important element is
that the boys and girls should have the opportunity to choose the spoken tale or bedtime story or, at
least, their opinion should always be taken into account.

short fiction story for kids: 101 Healing Stories for Kids and Teens George W. Burns,
2012-06-29 A comprehensive guide to understanding and using storytelling in therapy with kids and
teens George Burns is a highly experienced clinician with the remarkable ability to create, discover,
and tell engaging stories that can teach us all the most important lessons in life. With 101 Healing
Stories for Kids and Teens, he strives especially to help kids and teens learn these life lessons early
on, providing them opportunities for getting help and even learning to think preventively. -Michael
D. Yapko, PhD | Author of Breaking the Patterns of Depression and Hand-Me-Down Blues George
Burns takes the reader on a wonderful journey, balancing metaphor, good therapeutic technique,
and empirical foundations during the trip. Given that Burns utilizes all three aspects of the
Confucian story referred to in the book-teaching, showing, and involving-readers should increase



their understanding of how stories can be used therapeutically. -Richard G. Whiteside, MSW |
Author of The Art of Using and Losing Control and Working with Difficult Clients: A Practical Guide
to Better Therapy A treasure trove for parents and for professionals in the child-development fields.
-Jeffrey K. Zeig, PhD | Director, The Milton H. Erickson Foundation Stories can play an important
and potent role in therapy with children and adolescents-helping them develop the skills to cope
with and survive a myriad of life situations. In many cases, stories provide the most effective means
of communicating what kids and teens might not want to discuss directly. 101 Healing Stories for
Kids and Teens provides straightforward advice on using storytelling and metaphors in a variety of
therapeutic settings. Ideal for all who work with young people, this unique resource can be
combined with other inventive and evidence-based techniques such as play, art, music, and drama
therapies as well as solution focused, hypnotic, and cognitive-behavioral approaches. Offering
guidance for new clinicians and seasoned professionals, George Burns's latest work delivers a
unique combination-information on incorporating storytelling in therapy, dozens of ready-made
stories, and tips for creating original therapeutic stories. Innovative chapters include: * Guidance for
effective storytelling * Using metaphors effectively * Where to get ideas for healing stories *
Planning and presenting healing stories * Teaching parents to use healing stories In addition, 101
Healing Stories for Kids and Teens includes dozens of story ideas designed to address a variety of
issues, such as: * Enriching learning * Teaching self-care * Changing patterns of behavior *
Managing relationships, emotions, and life challenges * Creating helpful thoughts * Developing life
skills and problem-solving techniques

short fiction story for kids: The Essential Guide to Children's Books and Their Creators
, Upon publication, Anita Silvey’s comprehensive survey of contemporary children’s literature,
Children’s Books and Their Creators, garnered unanimous praise from librarians, educators, and
specialists interested in the world of writing for children. Now The Essential Guide to Children’s
Books and Their Creators assembles the best of that volume in one handy, affordable reference,
geared specifically to parents, educators, and students. This new volume introduces readers to the
wealth of children’s literature by focusing on the essentials — the best books for children, the ones
that inform, impress, and, most important, excite young readers. Updated to include newcomers
such as J. K. Rowling and Lemony Snicket and to cover the very latest on publishing and educational
trends, this edition features more than 475 entries on the best-loved children’s authors and
illustrators, numerous essays on social and historical issues, thirty personal glimpses into craft by
well-known writers, illustrators, and critics, and invaluable reading lists by category. The Essential
Guide to Children’s Books and Their Creators summarizes the canon of contemporary children’s
literature, in a practical guide essential for anyone choosing a book for or working with children.

short fiction story for kids: Just Enough to Make a Story Nancy Schimmel, 1992 An
introduction to storytelling, with tips on choosing, learning and telling stories and annotated lists of
preferred stories.

short fiction story for kids: The Heinemann Book of South African Short Stories Denis Hirson,
Martin Trump, 1994 All by writers who spent their formative years in South Africa, this diverse
range of short stories spans from the end of World War II when the National Party was on the
upsurge, to the early 1990s when the legal framework of apartheid was abolished, the ANC was
legalized and Mandela was released.

short fiction story for kids: Short Stories Raul F. Salinas, 2003-10-03 Literature is the
biographical window to the human experience. It has no geographical, political, cultural, or religious
boundaries. Nothing can stop it from penetrating the most intimate crevices of life--no matter how
insignificant. Literature allows the reader to listen in (eavesdrop) to the gossip of life: the
frustrations, hopes and dreams, triumphs and defeats of the characters who attempt to uncover the
meaning of the tragic sense of life.

short fiction story for kids: Sweet Dreams Delight: 30 Bedtime Short Stories Priscilla Rogers,
Introducing Sweet Dreams Delight: 30 Bedtime Short Stories - a whimsical collection crafted to
transport young readers into a world of enchantment and imagination before drifting into the land of




dreams. This delightful anthology, filled with thirty captivating tales, promises to make bedtime a
cherished adventure for every little dreamer. Each short story within this magical compilation is
carefully tailored to captivate young hearts, offering a delightful blend of fantasy, friendship, and
valuable life lessons. From talking animals and mystical lands to courageous little heroes and
bedtime wonders, every narrative is a small, enchanting journey that encourages creativity and
sparks the imagination. As the sun sets and the stars twinkle in the sky, Sweet Dreams Delight
becomes the perfect companion for winding down. The 30 carefully curated bedtime short stories
promise to ignite smiles, spark conversations, and create memories that will linger in young minds
long after the final page is turned. With its charming narratives and colorful characters, this
collection is designed to bring families together during the quiet moments before sleep. Immerse
your little ones in tales of joy, whimsy, and bedtime delight, fostering a love for storytelling and
planting the seeds of a lifelong appreciation for literature. Sweet Dreams Delight: 30 Bedtime Short
Stories is not just a book; it's an invitation to embark on a journey of shared imagination, creating a
nightly ritual that both children and parents will cherish. So, snuggle up, open the pages, and let the
magic of these short stories weave a tapestry of sweet dreams and lasting memories for your little
ones.

short fiction story for kids: The Write Genre Lori Jamison Rog, 2004 Discover a balanced
approach to writing workshop that is organized around writing genres and uses specific writing
skills to help students write creative, effective fiction and nonfiction.

short fiction story for kids: The Continuum Encyclopedia of Children's Literature
Bernice E. Cullinan, Diane Goetz Person, 2005-01-01 Provides articles covering children's literature
from around the world as well as biographical and critical reviews of authors including Avi, C.S.
Lewis, J.K. Rowling, and Anno Mitsumasa.

short fiction story for kids: 2015 Children's Writer's & Illustrator's Market Chuck
Sambuchino, Harold Underdown, 2014-08-21 The most trusted guide to the world of children's
publishing! If you write or illustrate for young readers with the hope of getting published, the 2015
Children's Writer's & Illustrator's Market is the trusted resource you need. Now in its 27th edition,
CWIM is the definitive publishing guide for anyone who seeks to write or illustrate for kids and
young adults. Inside you'll find more than 500 listings for children's book markets (publishers,
agents, magazines, and more)--including a point of contact, how to properly submit your work, and
what categories each market accepts. You'll also find: ¢ Interviews with creators of today's
successful children's books, including James Dashner (The Maze Runner series), Lauren DeStefano
(Wither series), and illustrator Loren Long (Of Thee I Sing with Barack Obama) * Success stories
and advice from 13 debut authors and 9 debut illustrators ¢ Informative articles on how to write for
boys and other reluctant readers, how to write and sell children's nonfiction, how to sell your picture
book, the difference between young adult and middle-grade, and much more *Includes access to the
webinar Be Your Own Editor: Tips for Self-Editing Your Children's Book from editor Harold
Underdown* This 60-minute webinar shows how to take your work and transform it into something
great that will get editors, agents and readers excited. It's taught by Harold Underdown, who is both
the editor of the popular kidlit website, The Purple Crayon, and the author of The Complete Idiot's
Guide to Publishing Children's Books. The truth is that getting a first draft completed is just the
beginning for any writer. You've got to refine, revise, polish and overhaul your writing to make it the
finest final product it can be -- and that's exactly what this webinar will teach you how to do.

short fiction story for kids: Novel & Short Story Writer's Market 2020 Amy Jones,
2019-11-19 The best resource for getting your fiction published! Novel & Short Story Writer's
Market 2020 is the go-to resource you need to get your short stories, novellas, and novels published.
The 39th edition of NSSWM features hundreds of updated listings for book publishers, literary
agents, fiction publications, contests, and more. Each listing includes contact information,
submission guidelines, and other essential tips. This edition of Novel & Short Story Writer's Market
also offers ¢ Interviews with bestselling authors N.K. Jemisin, Min Jin Lee, James Patterson, and
Curtis Sittenfeld. » A detailed look at how to choose the best title for your fiction writing. ¢ Articles



on creating antagonistic characters and settings. ¢ Advice on working with your editor, keeping
track of your submissions, and diversity in fiction.

short fiction story for kids: American Directory of Writer's Guidelines , 2007-02 Perhaps
the best-kept secret in the publishing industry is that many publishers--both periodical publishers
and book publishers--make available writer's guidelines to assist would-be contributors. Written by
the staff at each publishing house, these guidelines help writers target their submissions to the exact
needs of the individual publisher. The American Directory of Writer's Guidelines is a compilation of
the actual writer's guidelines for more than 1,700 publishers. A one-of-a-kind source to browse for
article, short story, poetry and book ideas.

short fiction story for kids: Children's Books and Their Creators Anita Silvey, 1995 Unique in
its coverage of contemporary American children's literature, this timely, single-volume reference
covers the books our children are--or should be--reading now, from board books to young adult
novels. Enriched with dozens of color illustrations and the voices of authors and illustrators
themselves, it is a cornucopia of delight. 23 color, 153 b&w illustrations.

short fiction story for kids: Short Stories by Steve Holmes Steven Holmes, 2013-05-24 At least
a decade ago, I took some creative writing classes to earn college credits for my master's degree.
Well, T hadn't looked at them for all that time since then and since I was publishing newer works by
me, I got the notion to put these together and publish them. Are they special? No, not really. As I
went back through them, I liked them. So, here they are: The Admired Car Four Minutes Sixty Years
The Bicycle Courier The Mirror That Wouldn't Alway

short fiction story for kids: The Best American Short Stories 2003 Katrina Kenison, 2003
Best-selling author Walter Mosley has selected the year's top fiction from voices well-known and
new. Here several authors bring their stories to vivid life for a banner audio edition.
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