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Owens Corning Oakridge Shingles Installation Instructions: A Comprehensive
Guide

owens corning oakridge shingles installation instructions are essential for
anyone looking to achieve a durable and visually appealing roof. Whether you
are a DIY enthusiast or a professional roofer, understanding the correct
procedures and best practices for installing these popular architectural
shingles can make all the difference. Owens Corning Oakridge shingles are
well-known for their high performance, weather resistance, and attractive
design, so installing them correctly ensures you get the most out of their
benefits.

In this guide, we’ll walk through the step-by-step process of installing
Owens Corning Oakridge shingles, discuss the necessary tools and materials,
and share some pro tips to help your roofing project go smoothly. From
surface preparation to final inspections, this article covers everything you
need to know about these shingles.

Understanding Owens Corning Oakridge Shingles

Before diving into the installation process, it’s important to understand
what makes Owens Corning Oakridge shingles stand out. These shingles are part
of Owens Corning’s Duration Series, offering a great balance between
aesthetics and durability. Featuring a unique SureNail Technology, they
provide excellent grip and wind resistance, making them a reliable choice for
many homeowners. Their dimensional design mimics the look of wood shake
shingles but with the benefits of fiberglass asphalt.

Because of their layered construction and weather-resistant qualities,
Oakridge shingles require proper installation techniques to maximize their

lifespan and performance. Incorrect installation may lead to premature wear,
leaks, or reduced wind resistance.

Preparation: What You Need Before Starting

Gathering Materials and Tools

Before you begin, gather all necessary materials and tools to streamline the
installation process. Here'’'s a basic checklist for roofing with Owens Corning



Oakridge shingles:
e Owens Corning Oakridge shingles (calculate square footage plus 10-15%
extra for waste)
* Roofing nails (preferably galvanized, 1% inch to 1% inch)
e Roofing felt or synthetic underlayment
e Starter strip shingles or starter tape
e Roofing hammer or nail gun
e Chalk line for straight guidelines
e Utility knife or shingle cutter
e Measuring tape
e Safety equipment (gloves, eyewear, harness if necessary)

e Roof flashing and sealant

Inspecting the Roof Deck

An essential step before installation is to check the condition of the roof
deck. Owens Corning recommends installing shingles over a solid, dry, and
smooth surface. Replace any rotten or damaged plywood or 0SB sheathing.
Ensure the deck is free of debris, nails sticking out, or any uneven spots
that could cause problems later.

Step-by-Step Owens Corning Oakridge Shingles
Installation Instructions

1. Install Underlayment

Start by rolling out the roofing felt or synthetic underlayment across the
entire roof deck. This protective layer provides an additional moisture
barrier underneath the shingles. Overlap each row by at least 2 inches and
fasten with roofing nails or staples. Pay special attention to valleys,
eaves, and roof edges, as these areas are more prone to leaks.



2. Apply Starter Strips

The starter course is critical for a strong edge and enhanced wind
resistance. Use either pre-manufactured starter strip shingles or cut the
tabs off a shingle to create your own starter strip. Install this along the
eaves and rake edges, nailing approximately 3% inch from the edge and 3% inch
from the eave, ensuring the nails are flush but not overdriven.

3. Laying the First Course

Place the first row of Owens Corning Oakridge shingles directly on top of the
starter strip. Align the shingles so the tabs cover the starter strip fully.
Fasten each shingle with four nails located just below the adhesive strip
(the sealing strip). For proper nail placement, nails should be driven
straight and flush with the shingle surface to avoid damage or lifting.

4. Continue Installation with Proper Staggering

Each subsequent row should be staggered to prevent seams from lining up and
to improve water shedding. Owens Corning provides specific offset guidelines,
typically involving shifting the shingles by one-half or one-third of a
shingle length. Use a chalk line to mark straight horizontal lines across the
roof for neat rows.

5. Pay Attention to Valleys and Ridges

Valleys require extra care since they are vulnerable spots for leaks. Install
metal flashing or use a double layer of underlayment in these areas before
shingling. For ridge caps, Owens Corning suggests using specially designed
ridge shingles or cutting shingles to fit. Ridge shingles should be nailed
securely and overlapped to ensure water runs off properly.

6. Nailing Best Practices

Proper nailing is paramount to the performance of your Owens Corning Oakridge
shingles. Use four nails per shingle, driven straight and flush without
puncturing the shingle surface. Avoid overdriving or underdriving nails. If
you're in a high-wind area, consider six nails per shingle where local
building codes allow.



Important Tips for Installing Owens Corning
Oakridge Shingles

Work Safely and Efficiently

Roofing can be dangerous, so always prioritize safety by wearing non-slip
shoes, gloves, eye protection, and a safety harness when necessary. Avoid
working on wet or windy days to reduce the risk of accidents and shingle
damage.

Follow Manufacturer Guidelines

Owens Corning provides detailed installation instructions and specifications
on their website and product packaging. Always adhere to these guidelines,
including using recommended underlayments, starter strips, and nailing
patterns to maintain your warranty coverage.

Ventilation and Roof Slope Considerations

Proper attic ventilation is crucial for shingle longevity and performance.
Ensure your roof has adequate intake and exhaust vents. Owens Corning
Oakridge shingles are suitable for roofs with slopes of 2:12 and above; for
low-slope roofs, additional waterproofing may be required.

Weather Conditions Matter

Install shingles only when temperatures are above 40°F (4°C) to allow the
adhesive strips to seal properly. Cold weather can make shingles brittle,
while extreme heat may cause shingles to warp.

Common Challenges and How to Overcome Them

Sometimes, even with the best preparation, issues arise during installation.
Here are some common challenges and tips to handle them:

e Wind uplift: Use extra nails and starter strips to improve wind
resistance.

e Uneven roof deck: Sand or replace uneven areas to ensure shingles lay



flat.

e Cutting shingles: Use a sharp utility knife and straightedge for clean
cuts, especially around vents or chimneys.

e Flashing integration: Properly install and seal flashing around roof
penetrations to prevent leaks.

Maintaining Your Owens Corning Oakridge
Shingles

Once installed, routine maintenance will help your shingles last longer.
Inspect your roof annually for missing or damaged shingles, clean gutters to
prevent water backup, and trim overhanging tree branches to reduce debris
accumulation. Promptly address any issues to avoid costly repairs.

Owens Corning Oakridge shingles combine style and strength, but their
performance is tightly linked to how well they are installed. With the right
tools, attention to detail, and adherence to these installation instructions,
you can ensure your roof not only looks great but stands strong against the
elements for years to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the basic steps for installing Owens
Corning Oakridge shingles?

The basic steps include preparing the roof deck, installing underlayment,
applying starter strips along eaves, properly aligning and nailing shingles
in rows with appropriate overlaps, and finishing with ridge cap shingles.

What tools are needed for Owens Corning Oakridge
shingles installation?

Common tools include a roofing hammer or nail gun, utility knife, chalk line,
tape measure, roofing nails, ladder, safety harness, and roofing underlayment
materials.

What type of underlayment is recommended for Owens
Corning Oakridge shingles?

Owens Corning recommends using a high-quality synthetic roofing underlayment



or asphalt-saturated felt underlayment to provide a moisture barrier beneath
the shingles.

How should Owens Corning Oakridge shingles be nailed
during installation?

Shingles should be nailed with four nails per shingle (six nails in high wind
areas), placed just below the adhesive strip, ensuring nails penetrate the
roof deck securely without overdriving.

Can Owens Corning Oakridge shingles be installed
over existing roofing?

Generally, Owens Corning advises installing Oakridge shingles over a single
layer of existing roofing material if it is in good condition, but local
building codes and roof condition should be considered.

What safety precautions should be taken during Owens
Corning Oakridge shingles installation?

Safety precautions include using fall protection equipment, wearing
appropriate footwear, gloves and eye protection, securing ladders properly,
and working in suitable weather conditions.

How long does it typically take to install Owens
Corning Oakridge shingles on an average-sized roof?

Installation time varies, but on average, a professional crew can install
Owens Corning Oakridge shingles on a 2,000 square foot roof in 1 to 3 days,
depending on weather and complexity.

Are Owens Corning Oakridge shingles installation
instructions available online?

Yes, Owens Corning provides detailed installation instructions and guidelines
on their official website, including downloadable PDFs and video tutorials
for proper installation.

Additional Resources

Owens Corning Oakridge Shingles Installation Instructions: A Professional
Overview

owens corning oakridge shingles installation instructions are essential for
contractors, roofers, and homeowners aiming to achieve a durable,
aesthetically pleasing roofing system. Owens Corning’s Oakridge shingles have



garnered a strong reputation for their performance, dimensional appearance,
and longevity. However, the quality of the shingles themselves can only be
realized through proper installation techniques. This article delves into the
step-by-step procedures, best practices, and critical considerations to
ensure that Oakridge shingles deliver optimal protection and visual appeal.

Understanding Owens Corning Oakridge Shingles

Before addressing the detailed installation instructions, it is necessary to
contextualize the product. Owens Corning Oakridge shingles are architectural
asphalt shingles designed to mimic the look of wood shakes but with enhanced
durability and weather resistance. They are engineered with patented
SureNail® technology, which features a reinforced nailing zone for superior
gripping power and wind resistance. This product is often chosen for
residential roofing projects due to its balance between cost-effectiveness,
aesthetics, and performance standards.

In terms of technical specifications, Oakridge shingles typically have a 130
mph wind resistance rating and come with a limited lifetime warranty, making
them a dependable option for various climate conditions. Knowing these
attributes helps in understanding why adherence to installation guidelines is
critical, as improper installation could void warranties or reduce the
shingles' functional lifespan.

Step-by-Step Installation Process

Preparation and Inspection

The installation process begins with a thorough inspection of the existing
roof deck or new sheathing. The substrate must be clean, dry, and free of any
defects such as rot or warping. Owens Corning recommends installing Oakridge
shingles over a solid deck, typically plywood or oriented strand board (0SB),
with a minimum thickness of 3 inch for new constructions.

Proper underlayment is crucial for moisture protection. Owens Corning
suggests using a high-quality roofing felt or synthetic underlayment
compatible with the climate zone. Ice and water shield membranes should be
applied to vulnerable areas such as eaves, valleys, and around penetrations
to prevent ice damming and water infiltration.

Starter Strip Installation

Starter strips are essential for securing the first row of shingles and



preventing wind uplift at the edges. Owens Corning Oakridge shingles
installation instructions specify that starter strips should be installed
along the eaves and rake edges. These strips can be cut from a full shingle
by removing the tabs or purchased as pre-made starter strips for convenience.

Each starter strip should overhang the drip edge by approximately % to 3/8
inch to facilitate proper water drainage. Nails are applied along the
reinforced nailing zone, ensuring the starter strip is firmly attached
without over-penetrating the roof deck.

Nailing Guidelines and Shingle Placement

Correct nailing is paramount in Owens Corning Oakridge shingles installation
instructions. The shingles feature a wide nailing area, highlighted by the
SureNail® technology, which allows for four nails per shingle in most
conditions. In high-wind zones, additional nails may be required according to
local building codes.

Nails should be galvanized roofing nails with a minimum length of 1% inches
to penetrate at least % inch into the roof deck. It is important to place
nails squarely in the center of the nailing strip without overdriving or
underdriving.

Shingles are installed in courses starting from the bottom edge of the roof,
working upward. Each course is offset to avoid lining up the joints and to
enhance wind resistance and water shedding. Owens Corning provides layout
diagrams detailing how to stagger the shingles to achieve a natural,
dimensional look.

Valley and Ridge Installation

Valleys and ridges require special attention during installation as they
represent potential leak points. Owens Corning Oakridge shingles installation
instructions recommend using metal flashing or woven valleys, depending on
aesthetic preference and roof configuration.

For ridge caps, manufacturers offer pre-cut shingles designed for ridge
application, or installers can cut shingles to create the appropriate shape.
Ridge caps must be installed over ridge vent material to allow for proper
attic ventilation, which is essential for maintaining roof health and energy
efficiency.

Important Considerations and Best Practices



Climate and Weather Conditions

Installation should be performed in favorable weather conditions to ensure
proper adhesion and nailing. Extremely cold temperatures can make shingles
brittle, while high heat may cause them to be overly pliable and difficult to
handle. Owens Corning recommends installing shingles when temperatures are
above 40°F to avoid damage.

Ventilation and Roof Design

Proper attic ventilation is critical when installing Owens Corning Oakridge
shingles. Without adequate airflow, heat and moisture can accumulate under
the roof deck, leading to premature shingle deterioration or mold growth.
Ridge, soffit, and gable vents are commonly used to maintain balanced
ventilation.

Compliance with Local Building Codes

While Owens Corning provides a comprehensive set of installation
instructions, it is vital to ensure compliance with local building codes and
regulations. These may impose additional requirements for nailing patterns,
underlayment types, or wind resistance ratings depending on the geographic
region.

Pros and Cons of Owens Corning Oakridge
Shingles Installation

Understanding the practical implications of installing Oakridge shingles can
help contractors and homeowners make informed decisions.

e Pros: The SureNail® technology simplifies nail placement, reducing
installation errors and improving wind resistance. The dimensional look
enhances curb appeal, and the shingles’ compatibility with standard
roofing tools makes installation accessible for professionals and
experienced DIYers.

e Cons: Installation requires precision and adherence to detailed
instructions; mistakes can compromise warranty protection. The shingles
are heavier than some alternatives, which may necessitate additional
structural considerations on older homes.



Comparisons with Other Shingle Types

Compared to traditional 3-tab shingles, Owens Corning Oakridge shingles offer
a thicker profile and better wind resistance. Architectural shingles like
Oakridge tend to have longer warranties and superior aesthetic qualities.
However, they come at a higher price point and require slightly more complex
installation techniques.

Compared to premium luxury shingles, Oakridge provides a balance of quality
and affordability, making it a popular choice for many residential roofing
projects.

The importance of following the Owens Corning Oakridge shingles installation
instructions cannot be overstated. Proper installation ensures that
homeowners receive the full benefits of the product’s design and manufacturer
warranties. From substrate preparation to ridge cap placement, attention to
detail at each stage is crucial to creating a roof that stands up to
environmental challenges while enhancing the property’s value for years to
come.
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