in i know why the caged bird sings

**Understanding "I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings": A Deep Dive into Maya Angelou’s Powerful
Memoir**

in i know why the caged bird sings, Maya Angelou offers readers a profound exploration of
identity, resilience, and the enduring human spirit. This groundbreaking memoir, published in 1969,
is not just an autobiographical recount of Angelou’s early years; it’s a vivid portrayal of overcoming
adversity and finding one’s voice amid hardship. Whether you're a student, a literature enthusiast,
or simply curious about this classic work, understanding the nuances of *I Know Why the Caged Bird
Sings* enriches your appreciation of Angelou’s impact on literature and culture.

The Significance of the Title in I Know Why the Caged
Bird Sings

The title *I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings* holds symbolic weight that resonates throughout the
entire book. Inspired by the poem “Sympathy” by Paul Laurence Dunbar, the metaphor of the caged
bird represents the feeling of confinement and oppression that Angelou experienced as a Black girl
growing up in the segregated South. The caged bird’s song is a testament to hope and the yearning
for freedom, both literal and metaphorical, that defines Angelou’s narrative.

This symbolism is a powerful lens through which readers can interpret the memoir’s themes of racial
discrimination, trauma, and the quest for self-acceptance. Angelou’s use of poetic language and vivid
imagery throughout the text bridges personal experience with universal struggles, making the title a
fitting encapsulation of the memoir’s soul.

Key Themes Explored in I Know Why the Caged Bird
Sings

Maya Angelou’s memoir delves into numerous themes that are as relevant today as they were at the
time of its publication. Understanding these themes helps readers grasp the depth of Angelou’s
journey.

Racism and Segregation

Growing up in the segregated South, Angelou confronts systemic racism head-on. The memoir paints
a stark picture of the harsh realities Black Americans faced, including discrimination, violence, and
social exclusion. What makes Angelou’s depiction so compelling is its unfiltered honesty combined
with moments of profound beauty and strength. The narrative doesn’t just highlight the pain of
racism but also reveals the resilience it forged within her.



Identity and Self-Discovery

A significant portion of the memoir centers on Angelou’s struggle to understand and accept herself.
From grappling with her racial identity to overcoming the trauma of sexual abuse, Angelou’s story is
one of personal growth and empowerment. The book illustrates how self-awareness and self-
expression, particularly through literature and poetry, became vital tools in her journey toward
healing.

Resilience and Overcoming Trauma

Angelou’s candid recounting of her childhood trauma is one of the memoir’s most powerful
elements. Despite facing immense challenges—including abuse and displacement—she emerges with
a remarkable sense of strength. This resilience is not portrayed as a simple victory but as a complex,
ongoing process that involves confronting pain and finding ways to move forward.

Why I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings Remains
Relevant Today

More than fifty years after its release, *I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings* continues to resonate
with readers around the world. Its themes of social justice, identity, and survival are timeless,
making it an important work in conversations about race, gender, and human rights.

Influence on American Literature and Culture

Angelou’s memoir broke new ground as one of the first autobiographies by a Black woman to reach a
wide audience and receive critical acclaim. It challenged existing literary norms and paved the way
for future generations of writers to share their stories unapologetically. Today, Angelou’s work is
often studied in schools and universities, underscoring its literary and cultural significance.

Encouraging Empathy and Understanding

Reading Angelou’s story helps foster empathy by providing an intimate look at the struggles faced by
marginalized communities. Her narrative invites readers to reflect on the ongoing impact of racism
and discrimination, encouraging dialogue and awareness. This aspect of the memoir makes it a
valuable resource for educators, activists, and anyone interested in social justice.

Exploring Maya Angelou’s Writing Style in I Know Why



the Caged Bird Sings

One of the reasons *I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings* is so captivating lies in Angelou’s distinctive
writing style. Her prose blends poetic elements with straightforward storytelling, creating a rhythm
that is both lyrical and accessible.

Use of Vivid Imagery and Symbolism

Angelou’s ability to paint vivid scenes allows readers to immerse themselves in her world. From the
dusty streets of Stamps, Arkansas, to the bustling city life she later experiences, her descriptions
bring settings and emotions to life. Symbolism, such as the recurring motif of the caged bird,
enriches the narrative by linking personal experience to larger social issues.

Honesty and Intimacy

Angelou’s candidness about her experiences, including difficult and painful moments, fosters a sense
of intimacy between author and reader. This openness not only humanizes her story but also
strengthens its emotional impact. Her voice is authentic and relatable, inviting readers into her
inner world.

Tips for Readers Approaching I Know Why the Caged
Bird Sings

Whether you're reading Maya Angelou’s memoir for the first time or revisiting it, approaching the
book with certain perspectives can deepen your understanding and enjoyment.

e Contextualize the Historical Setting: Familiarize yourself with the social and political
climate of the American South during Angelou’s childhood to better grasp the memoir’s
backdrop.

e Reflect on the Symbolism: Pay attention to recurring symbols and metaphors, especially the
imagery of cages and birds, to appreciate the layers of meaning.

e Engage with the Themes: Consider how the themes of identity, trauma, and resilience
resonate with contemporary issues, making the memoir relevant beyond its time.

¢ Read Slowly and Thoughtfully: Angelou’s poetic style benefits from a measured reading
pace that allows you to savor the language and absorb the emotional nuances.

e Discuss and Share: Engaging in conversations or book groups can provide new insights and
enhance your interpretation of the memoir.



The Legacy of I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings

Maya Angelou’s memoir is more than just a personal story; it is a powerful testament to the human
capacity for hope and transformation. Its legacy is visible not only in literature but also in the
broader cultural movements that continue to fight against oppression and inequality. Angelou’s
courage in sharing her story has inspired countless readers to find their own voices and confront
their challenges with dignity.

As you explore *I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings*, you’ll discover a narrative that is as much about
pain as it is about triumph—a story that encourages us to listen closely to the songs of those who
have been caged, and to recognize the strength that lies in their voices.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of 'I Know Why the Caged Bird
Sings'?

The central theme of 'I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings' is the struggle for identity and overcoming
racism and trauma. The memoir explores Maya Angelou's early life experiences with racism, trauma,
and finding her voice.

Who is the author of ' Know Why the Caged Bird Sings' and
why is it significant?

The author is Maya Angelou, an acclaimed poet, singer, and civil rights activist. The book is
significant as it was one of the first autobiographies by an African American woman to reach a wide
audience, breaking barriers in literature.

How does Maya Angelou address the issue of racism in the
book?

Maya Angelou addresses racism by illustrating the systemic discrimination she faces growing up in
the segregated South, as well as the impact it has on her self-esteem and identity, highlighting both
personal and societal challenges.

What role does the motif of the caged bird play in the memoir?

The caged bird symbolizes the oppression and confinement experienced by African Americans,
including the author. It contrasts the longing for freedom and self-expression against the limitations
imposed by society.

How does Maya Angelou depict her childhood trauma in 'I



Know Why the Caged Bird Sings'?

Maya Angelou candidly depicts her trauma, including sexual abuse and racism, showing how these
experiences shaped her resilience and determination to overcome adversity and find her voice.

What impact did 'I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings' have on
American literature and society?

The memoir broke new ground by openly discussing issues like racism, identity, and trauma from an
African American woman's perspective, influencing future generations of writers and contributing to
conversations about civil rights and equality.

How does Maya Angelou use language and style in the
memoir?

Angelou employs poetic and vivid language, combining narrative storytelling with lyrical prose,
which enhances the emotional depth and resonance of her experiences throughout the memoir.

Why is 'I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings' still relevant today?

'l Know Why the Caged Bird Sings' remains relevant as it addresses universal themes of identity,
resilience, and social justice, inspiring readers to confront prejudice and embrace their own voices
and stories.

Additional Resources
The Enduring Impact of *I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings*: A Literary and Cultural Analysis

in i know why the caged bird sings, Maya Angelou crafts a poignant autobiographical narrative
that transcends the boundaries of traditional memoir. This seminal work, first published in 1969, not
only chronicles the formative years of Angelou’s life but also serves as a powerful testament to
resilience amid racial discrimination and personal trauma. As one of the most influential works in
African American literature, *I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings* offers a layered exploration of
identity, oppression, and the quest for liberation, themes that resonate deeply with readers across
generations.

Understanding the Context and Themes of *I Know Why
the Caged Bird Sings*

The memoir is set against the backdrop of the segregated American South during the 1930s and
1940s, a period marked by Jim Crow laws and rampant racial injustice. Angelou’s narrative delves
into the lived experience of systemic racism, exploring how it shapes the self-perception and social
realities of African Americans. The title itself, drawn from Paul Laurence Dunbar’s poem
“Sympathy,” metaphorically captures the tension between confinement and the indomitable human
spirit—a theme central to Angelou’s work.



The memoir’s scope extends beyond racial themes to encompass issues of gender, trauma, and
personal growth. Angelou recounts her early experiences with sexual abuse, which profoundly affect
her voice and confidence. Through this, the book addresses the intersectional nature of oppression,
highlighting the dual challenges faced by Black women. Her eventual reclaiming of voice and
identity marks a significant narrative arc that underscores the memoir’s transformative power.

Literary Style and Narrative Technique

Angelou’s prose in *I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings* is distinguished by its lyrical quality and vivid
imagery, which elevate the memoir beyond mere autobiography. Her use of poetic language and
symbolism enriches the text, inviting readers to engage with the emotional subtext as well as the
factual recounting of events. The narrative voice balances intimacy with a broader socio-political
commentary, providing both personal insight and cultural critique.

The memoir employs a non-linear chronology at times, weaving past and present to emphasize the
lasting impact of childhood experiences on adult identity. This technique allows Angelou to reflect on
her growth and the societal forces that sculpted her worldview. Additionally, the inclusion of
dialogues and detailed character sketches lends authenticity and depth to the memoir, making the
experiences relatable and tangible.

The Cultural and Educational Significance of the
Memoir

Since its publication, *I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings* has been celebrated as a groundbreaking
contribution to African American literature and women'’s writing. It was one of the first
autobiographies by a Black woman to reach a wide audience in mainstream America, challenging
prevailing stereotypes and expanding the literary canon. The book’s candid portrayal of sensitive
topics, such as racism and sexual violence, sparked both acclaim and controversy, leading to debates
about censorship in educational settings.

The memoir’s educational value lies in its ability to foster empathy and awareness regarding
historical and ongoing social injustices. It is frequently included in academic curricula to prompt
discussions on race relations, identity formation, and resilience. Moreover, Angelou’s narrative
offers a nuanced perspective on the psychological effects of marginalization, making it a valuable
resource for students of literature, history, and social sciences.

Impact on Contemporary Literature and Popular Culture

The influence of *I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings* extends beyond literary circles into broader
cultural domains. Angelou’s work paved the way for subsequent generations of Black writers and
memoirists, inspiring them to explore personal and collective histories with honesty and artistic
innovation. The memoir’s themes have echoed in various media, including film adaptations,
theatrical productions, and musical works that draw on Angelou’s legacy.



In contemporary discourse, the memoir continues to be referenced as a touchstone for discussions
on intersectionality and social justice. Its enduring relevance speaks to the persistent challenges
faced by marginalized communities and the ongoing struggle for equality. Furthermore, Angelou’s
eloquent articulation of pain and hope has made *I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings* a symbol of
empowerment and resistance.

Examining the Pros and Cons of *I Know Why the
Caged Bird Sings* in Modern Contexts

While *I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings* remains a seminal work, it is important to consider its
reception and challenges in contemporary settings:

¢ Pros:

o

Offers an authentic and unfiltered perspective on Black womanhood and trauma.

o Serves as a critical educational tool for understanding historical racism and resilience.

[¢]

Employs a poetic and engaging narrative style that appeals to diverse readerships.

o Has inspired numerous writers and activists, contributing to cultural dialogues on
identity.

¢ Cons:

o Its graphic content and candid discussions of sexual abuse have led to censorship in
some schools.

o Some critics argue that the memoir’s episodic structure can disrupt narrative flow.

o The specific historical and cultural context may limit accessibility for readers unfamiliar
with mid-20th century American racial dynamics.

These considerations highlight the ongoing negotiation between artistic expression and societal
norms, underscoring the memoir’s complex role in education and literature.

Comparative Perspectives: *I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings*
and Other Memoirs



When compared to other autobiographical works, such as Richard Wright’s *Black Boy* or Toni
Morrison’s *The Bluest Eye* (though fictional, closely autobiographical), Angelou’s memoir stands
out for its emphasis on the empowerment of the female voice within a hostile society. Unlike some
contemporaries who focus primarily on systemic oppression, Angelou intricately blends personal
healing with cultural critique.

Moreover, the memoir’s poetic prose distinguishes it from more straightforward autobiographies,
providing a unique intersection of literary artistry and historical testimony. This blend enhances its
appeal to both literary scholars and general readers seeking a profound narrative of survival.

The memoir’s influence is also observable in modern narratives addressing similar themes, including
works by authors like Ta-Nehisi Coates and Jesmyn Ward, who continue to explore racial identity
and memory in innovative ways.

In its enduring resonance, *I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings* remains a cornerstone text that

invites continual reevaluation and discussion, reflecting the evolving landscape of American
literature and social consciousness.

In I Know Why The Caged Bird Sings

in i know why the caged bird sings: I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings Maya Angelou,
2009-04-21 Here is a book as joyous and painful, as mysterious and memorable, as childhood itself. I
Know Why the Caged Bird Sings captures the longing of lonely children, the brute insult of bigotry,
and the wonder of words that can make the world right. Maya Angelou’s debut memoir is a modern
American classic beloved worldwide. Sent by their mother to live with their devout, self-sufficient
grandmother in a small Southern town, Maya and her brother, Bailey, endure the ache of
abandonment and the prejudice of the local “powhitetrash.” At eight years old and back at her
mother’s side in St. Louis, Maya is attacked by a man many times her age—and has to live with the
consequences for a lifetime. Years later, in San Francisco, Maya learns that love for herself, the
kindness of others, her own strong spirit, and the ideas of great authors (“I met and fell in love with
William Shakespeare”) will allow her to be free instead of imprisoned. Poetic and powerful, I Know
Why the Caged Bird Sings will touch hearts and change minds for as long as people read. “I Know
Why the Caged Bird Sings liberates the reader into life simply because Maya Angelou confronts her
own life with such a moving wonder, such a luminous dignity.”—]ames Baldwin

in i know why the caged bird sings: Maya Angelou's I Know why the Caged Bird Sings
Joanne M. Braxton, 1999 With the continued expansion of the literary canon, multicultural works of
modern literary fiction and autobiography have assumed an increasing importance for students and
scholars of American literature. This exciting new series assembles key documents and criticism
concerning these works that have so recently become central components of the American literature
curriculum. Each casebook will reprint documents relating to the work's historical context and
reception, present the best in critical essays, and when possible, feature an interview of the author.
The series will provide, for the first time, an accessible forum in which readers can come to a fuller
understanding of these contemporary masterpieces and the unique aspects of American ethnic,
racial, or cultural experience that they so ably portray. Perhaps more than any other single text,
Maya Angelou's I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings helped to establish the mainstream status of the
renaissance in black women's writing. This casebook presents a variety of critical approaches to this
classic autobiography, along with an exclusive interview with Angelou conducted specially for this
volume and a unique drawing of her childhood surroundings in Stamps, Arkansas, drawn by the
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Angelou herself.

in i know why the caged bird sings: Maya Angelou's I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings Harold
Bloom, Sterling Professor of Humanities Harold Bloom, 2014-05-14 Presents a collection of essays
analyzing Angelou's story, I know why the caged bird sings. Also includes a chronology of events in
the author's life.

in i know why the caged bird sings: Understanding I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings Joanne
Megna-Wallace, 1998-06-25 Maya Angelou's autobiography I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings was
nominated for a National Book Award, yet in 1995 it topped the list of books most frequently
challenged in schools and libraries. This interdisciplinary collection of documents and commentary
explores the historical and social context, as well as the contemporary issues and controversies
raised by Angelou's autobiography. A rich resource for teachers and students, it will help to enhance
the reader's understanding of the historical and social forces that shaped Maya Angelou's
experience—race relations in the pre-civil rights South, segregated schools, the African American
church, and the African American family. It also examines the issue of childhood sexual abuse, the
inclusion of which has been the basis of most of the challenges to the autobiography, and the issue
of the work's censorship since its publication. This rich resource begins with a literary analysis of
the structure and dramatic elements of Angelou's autobiography, as well as discussion of the genre
of autobiography. Subsequent chapters include introductions and documents that provide insight
into the topics of race relations, lynchings, and racial etiquette; the education of African Americans
in the South in the 1930s (particularly county training schools like the one Angelou attended); the
otherworldliness, emotion, and music of the African American church; African American women as
nurturers, and the effect of frequent migration on children such as Angelou; information from the
National Center on Child Abuse and Neglect which puts the sexual abuse Angelou experiences in a
broader context; and many news stories regarding censorship attempts on I Know Why the Caged
Bird Sings. Documents in the work include newspaper articles, interviews and first-person
narratives, government documents, excerpts from books and journals, and legal statutes. Study
questions, ideas for project topics, and suggested readings conclude each chapter and further
enhance the usefulness of this interdisciplinary research tool for students and teachers.

in i know why the caged bird sings: I Know why the Caged Bird Sings; Maya Angelou Imelda
Pilgrim, 1998

in i know why the caged bird sings: CliffsNotes on Angelou's I Know Why the Caged Bird
Sings Mary Robinson, 1999-03-03 The original CliffsNotes study guides offer expert commentary on
major themes, plots, characters, literary devices, and historical background. The latest generation of
titles in this series also feature glossaries and visual elements that complement the classic, familiar
format. Piqued by a dare, Angelou wrote this first book as an exercise in autobiography as art—and
succeeded. Her novel is a story of the difficulties of black women and the eventual victory of spirit
that comes from being a soulful fighter. CliffsNotes on I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings helps you
explore this tale of rebirth, self-worth, and dignity. This concise supplement helps you understand
the overall structure of the novel, actions and motivations of the characters, and the social and
cultural perspectives of the author. Features that help you study include A close look at the author's
life which offers insight into her writing A list of characters and their descriptions Summaries and
commentaries, chapter by chapter Critical assessments of the novel and the television movie
adaptation Glossaries to help you fully understand the novel Critical essays on women in the novel
and Southern Fundamentalism A review section that tests your knowledge, and suggested essay
topics Classic literature or modern-day treasure—you'll understand it all with expert information and
insight from CliffsNotes study guides.

in i know why the caged bird sings: I Know why the Caged Bird Sings Leonora Thuna, 1978

in i know why the caged bird sings: Summary of I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings
Instaread Summaries, 2016-04-04

in i know why the caged bird sings: I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings , 2014

in i know why the caged bird sings: Maya Angelou's I Know why the Caged Bird Sings Harold



Bloom, 2004 Includes a brief biography of Maya Angelou, thematic and structural analysis of the
work, critical views, and an index of themes and ideas.

in i know why the caged bird sings: Bloom's Guides -- I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings
Harold Bloom, Maya Angelou, 2003-11-01 Includes a brief biography of Maya Angelou, thematic and
structural analysis of the work, critical views, and an index of themes and ideas.

in i know why the caged bird sings: Sex and the American Teenager R. Murray Thomas,
2009-07-23 Sex and the American Teenager provides an expert's assessment of the controversies
surrounding the sexual development of adolescents, and their beliefs and problems regarding such
matters. Using numerous case studies, Dr. Thomas illustrates specific ways that sexual issues arise
in school and the variables that impact each case, while suggesting ways parents and school officials
can deal with problematic situations. Though not simply statistics-laden, Dr. Thomas's book is
replete with information about teenagers who engage in sexual acts, become pregnant, are sexually
abused, and contract sexually transmitted diseases. Dr. Thomas also discusses the coping methods
teenagers use, and he describes the types of sex education programs in which students are most
likely to participate. Dozens of case studies illustrate how problems of students' sexual behavior can
differ from one incident to another depending on the teenagers' ages, family backgrounds, school
settings, and the culture of the surrounding communities. Thomas concludes the book by
summarizing the recent past and speculating about the likely status of sex in schools in the years
ahead.

in i know why the caged bird sings: I Know why the Caged Bird Sings - Englisch-Lektiire Fiir
Fortgeschrittene Ab C1 Maya Angelou, 2017-07-11

in i know why the caged bird sings: Reading and Writing Poetry with Teenagers Fredric
Lown, Judith W. Steinbergh, 1996 This versatile volume combines examples of poetry from historical
and contemporary masters with high school writing. Each chapter contains poems for reading aloud,
poems for discussion, models for writing exercises, samples of student poems, and a bibliography for
extended reading. Many teachers use Reading and Writing Poetry with Teenagers across disciplines.
Writing exercises include: Animals as Symbols Family Portraits in Words Of War and Peace Writing
Song Lyrics as an Expression of Social Protest

in i know why the caged bird sings: Maya Angelou Mary Jane Lupton, 2016-01-18 This book
presents the extraordinary life and writings of Maya Angelou. It examines the changing viewpoints
in her six autobiographies within the context of women's and African American autobiographies,
with specific reference to the slave narrative and to contemporary fiction and film. Maya Angelou:
The Iconic Self examines this iconic artist's work as an autobiographer, offering an up-to-date
assessment of Angelou's contributions to American literature and to American and international
culture. This is the only book to interpret Angelou's autobiographies as unique experiments in the
history of black narrative. It attests to Angelou's creativity in transforming the typical single-volume
autobiography into a six-volume personal and cultural adventure that tells the truth but reads like
fiction. The narratives cover the years from the Great Depression (1941) to the days following the
assassinations of Malcolm X (1965) and Martin Luther King (1968), emphasizing Angelou's roles as
mother, daughter, granddaughter, wife, and friend. This revised edition also presents information
about Maya Angelou's funeral and her continuing legacy since her death in 2014. The depth and
scope of the book's observations regarding Angelou's autobiographies will be of great interest to
readers seeking an analysis of the interconnections among Angelou's writings as well as serve
students taking courses in women's studies or black culture studies.

in i know why the caged bird sings: Maya Angelou Harold Bloom, 2009 Presents a collection
of critical essays which discuss the major works of the African American poet.

in i know why the caged bird sings: Twentieth-Century and Contemporary American
Literature in Context Linda De Roche, 2021-06-04 This four-volume reference work surveys
American literature from the early 20th century to the present day, featuring a diverse range of
American works and authors and an expansive selection of primary source materials. Bringing useful
and engaging material into the classroom, this four-volume set covers more than a century of



American literary history—from 1900 to the present. Twentieth-Century and Contemporary
American Literature in Context profiles authors and their works and provides overviews of literary
movements and genres through which readers will understand the historical, cultural, and political
contexts that have shaped American writing. Twentieth-Century and Contemporary American
Literature in Context provides wide coverage of authors, works, genres, and movements that are
emblematic of the diversity of modern America. Not only are major literary movements represented,
such as the Beats, but this work also highlights the emergence and development of modern Native
American literature, African American literature, and other representative groups that showcase the
diversity of American letters. A rich selection of primary documents and background material
provides indispensable information for student research.

in i know why the caged bird sings: Race and Form Dejin Xu, 2007 This study presents a
contextualized narratology of African American autobiography. The author compares eight
autobiographies by seven African American writers from different periods (namely, Frederick
Douglass, Booker T. Washington, W.E.B. Du Bois, Zora Neale Hurston, Richard Wright, Maya
Angelou and Gwendolyn Brooks) and focuses on both the issue of race and such formal elements as
temporal arrangement, narrative situation, narrative perspective, present tense, commentary,
unreliability as well as audience. In addition to proposing a major framework for the narratology of
autobiography in the opening chapter, the succeeding practical analyses draw on other approaches,
such as stylistics and rhetoric, which complement narratology in the investigation of <how» a story
is presented.

in i know why the caged bird sings: I Know why the Caged Bird Sings, by Maya Angelou
Phyllis A. Green, 1993 Activities to be used in the classroom to accompany the reading of I know
why the caged bird sings by Maya Angelou.

in i know why the caged bird sings: Gendered Resistance Valérie Baisnée, 1997 Four major
women's autobiographies of the 20th century are discussed together here for the first time. Valerie
Baisnee reinterprets the autobiographical writing of Simone de Beauvoir, Maya Angelou, Janet
Frame and Marguerite Duras, finding some striking similarities in these women's resistance to a
conservative order. ein Derridianischer Ansatz (J. van den Oord).
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