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Grace Nichols I Is a Long Memoried Woman: Exploring the Depths of Memory in Her Poetry

grace nichols i is a long memoried woman, a phrase that captures the essence of her poetic
voice and thematic preoccupations. Grace Nichols, a celebrated Guyanese-British poet, is renowned
for weaving memories, history, and identity into her work with a richness that resonates deeply with
readers. Her poetry stands as a testament to the enduring power of memory — not just personal
recollections but collective histories that shape cultural and individual identities.

In this article, we will delve into why Grace Nichols is described as a "long memoried woman,"
examining how memory functions in her poetry, the themes she explores, and how her work
contributes to broader conversations about diaspora, heritage, and self-discovery.

Grace Nichols: A Poet Rooted in Memory and Heritage

Grace Nichols was born in Guyana in 1950 and later moved to the United Kingdom in the late 1970s.
This migration experience profoundly influenced her writing, which often reflects a dialogue
between her Caribbean roots and her life in Britain. The phrase "long memoried woman" speaks to
the layered and expansive nature of her recollections — memories that stretch across time,
geography, and culture.

The Role of Memory in Grace Nichols’s Poetry

Memory in Nichols’s poetry is far more than a nostalgic glance backward. It is a living, breathing
force that connects past and present, individual and community. She uses memory as a tool to
reclaim history, confront colonial legacies, and celebrate the vibrancy of Caribbean culture.

For example, in poems such as "I Is a Long-Memoried Woman," Nichols channels the voice of an
African woman who has endured the horrors of slavery and displacement. The poem’s refrain
powerfully asserts a resilient identity shaped by centuries of struggle and survival. This use of
memory is not passive; it is active, political, and deeply personal.

Memory as Cultural Preservation

Grace Nichols’s poetry serves as a vessel for preserving Caribbean traditions, folklore, and
language. Through vivid imagery and rhythmic language, she captures the sensory richness of her
homeland — the sights, sounds, smells, and tastes that are integral to cultural memory.

Her work reminds readers that memory is not just about history books but also about lived
experience, oral storytelling, and cultural transmission. This emphasis on preservation challenges
the erasure often found in dominant historical narratives, making her poems crucial for
understanding Caribbean diasporic identity.



Themes in Grace Nichols’s Long Memoried Narratives

The concept of being a “long memoried woman” opens up several thematic avenues in Nichols’s
poetry. Let’s explore some of the most prominent ones.

Identity and Belonging

Nichols grapples with questions of identity in a diasporic context. Her memories of Guyana coexist
with her experiences in Britain, creating a complex sense of belonging that transcends borders. This
duality is a hallmark of many postcolonial writers but is particularly poignant in Nichols’s work
because of her vivid sensory recollections and emotional honesty.

Resistance and Resilience

Memory in Nichols’s poetry is a form of resistance. By recalling histories of slavery, colonialism, and
migration, she resists forgetting and invisibility. The “long memoried woman” embodies resilience —
a refusal to be silenced or erased despite historical trauma.

Nature and Ancestry

Nature imagery is often intertwined with memory in Nichols’s poems. The natural world becomes a
repository of ancestral knowledge and spiritual connection. Whether it’s the Caribbean landscape or
the flora and fauna of her homeland, these elements evoke a deep sense of continuity and
rootedness.

Analyzing “I Is a Long-Memoried Woman”: A Closer
Look

One of Grace Nichols’s most famous poems, "I Is a Long-Memoried Woman," encapsulates many of
the ideas we’ve discussed. Here’s why this poem stands out as a prime example of her long
memoried identity.

Voice and Perspective

The poem adopts the voice of a woman who remembers the Middle Passage and the legacy of
slavery. This narrative choice personalizes a collective historical trauma, making it accessible and
emotionally powerful.



Use of Language and Form

Nichols employs a conversational yet poetic voice, using repetition and simple diction to emphasize
the enduring nature of memory. The poem’s structure mirrors oral storytelling traditions, enhancing
its impact.

Emotional and Political Impact

By asserting “I is a long memoried woman,” Nichols makes a bold political statement about the
importance of remembering history to understand present identity and struggles. It invites readers
to acknowledge the pain and strength embedded in this memory.

Why Grace Nichols’s Long Memory Matters Today

In our fast-paced, digital world, the idea of being a “long memoried woman” is a powerful reminder
of the importance of history, heritage, and storytelling. Nichols’s poetry encourages us to slow down
and listen to the voices of the past, recognizing how they shape our present and future.

Her work also highlights the value of diverse narratives in literature. By centering Caribbean and
diasporic experiences, Nichols challenges mainstream literary canons and expands our
understanding of identity and memory.

Inspiration for Writers and Readers

For poets, writers, and creatives, Nichols’s approach offers inspiration on how to incorporate
memory and culture into their work authentically. She shows that poetry can be both deeply
personal and universally resonant.

For readers, engaging with Nichols’s poetry is an invitation to reflect on their own memories and
histories, fostering empathy and cross-cultural understanding.

Exploring Memory Through Different Lenses in
Nichols’s Work

Memory is multifaceted in Grace Nichols’s poetry. Let’s explore some of the lenses through which
she examines it:

Historical Memory: Addressing the legacy of slavery and colonialism.

Personal Memory: Recollections of childhood, family, and homeland.



Cultural Memory: Preserving traditions, language, and folklore.

Emotional Memory: Capturing feelings of loss, longing, and hope.

Each of these layers enriches Nichols’s poetry, making it a compelling study of how memory shapes
identity.

Tips for Engaging with Grace Nichols’s Poetry

If you’re new to Grace Nichols or want to deepen your appreciation of her work, here are some tips:

Read aloud: Nichols’s poetry often draws on oral traditions, so hearing the rhythm and sound1.
can enhance understanding.

Research historical context: Understanding Caribbean history and the experience of2.
diaspora can provide valuable insight.

Reflect on your own memories: Relating your experiences to the themes in her poetry can3.
create a more personal connection.

Explore anthologies: Nichols’s poems often appear in collections of Caribbean and4.
postcolonial literature, which can offer broader perspectives.

Approaching her poetry with openness and curiosity will reveal the richness of her long memoried
voice.

---

Grace Nichols’s identity as a “long memoried woman” is more than a poetic expression — it is a
profound declaration of survival, cultural pride, and the power of storytelling. Through her vivid
recollections and lyrical voice, she invites us to honor the past, embrace complexity, and recognize
memory as a vital force in shaping who we are. Whether through the rhythms of her language or the
depth of her themes, Grace Nichols continues to inspire readers to listen carefully to the stories
carried across generations.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Grace Nichols?
Grace Nichols is a Guyanese poet and writer known for her work that explores themes of identity,
migration, and cultural heritage.



What is the meaning behind the phrase 'Grace Nichols is a
long memoried woman'?
The phrase suggests that Grace Nichols carries a deep and extensive memory of her cultural past,
history, and personal experiences, which influence her writing.

How does Grace Nichols's background influence her poetry?
Her Guyanese heritage and experiences as an immigrant in the UK greatly shape her poetry,
blending Caribbean culture with themes of displacement and identity.

What themes are commonly found in Grace Nichols's poetry?
Common themes include cultural identity, migration, womanhood, nature, and the legacy of
colonialism.

Why is memory important in Grace Nichols's work?
Memory serves as a vital link to her cultural roots and personal history, allowing her to explore and
preserve her heritage through poetry.

Can you name a notable poem by Grace Nichols that reflects
her 'long memoried' identity?
One notable poem is 'I is a Long-Memoried Woman,' which directly addresses themes of memory,
identity, and cultural heritage.

What literary style does Grace Nichols use in her poetry?
She often employs lyrical language, vivid imagery, and Caribbean dialect to convey emotion and
cultural richness.

How has Grace Nichols contributed to Caribbean literature?
Grace Nichols has played a significant role in bringing Caribbean voices and experiences to a
broader audience through her acclaimed poetry and writings.

Where can readers find more of Grace Nichols's works?
Her works are available in poetry collections, anthologies, and online literary platforms, as well as in
published books like 'I is a Long-Memoried Woman.'

Additional Resources
**Grace Nichols I Is a Long Memoried Woman: Exploring the Depths of Memory and Identity in Her
Work**



grace nichols i is a long memoried woman, an assertion that captures the essence of the
Guyanese-born British poet's literary identity and thematic preoccupations. Nichols’s poetry and
prose are imbued with a profound sense of history, culture, and personal recollection, making
memory a central pillar of her creative expression. This phrase not only reflects her personal
narrative but also serves as a metaphorical lens through which to examine diasporic identity,
colonial legacies, and the power of storytelling.

Grace Nichols’s work is renowned for articulating the complexities of cultural memory, particularly
in relation to her Caribbean heritage and the experience of migration. By positioning Nichols as a
“long memoried woman,” one acknowledges her role as a custodian of collective memory, weaving
individual and communal histories into a tapestry that transcends time and geography. This article
delves into the significance of memory in Nichols’s oeuvre, analyzing its thematic importance,
stylistic features, and broader cultural implications.

Memory as a Central Theme in Grace Nichols’s Poetry

Memory in Grace Nichols’s poetry functions on multiple levels—personal, cultural, historical—and
often serves as a vehicle for reclaiming identity and resisting erasure. The phrase “long memoried
woman” aptly encapsulates her engagement with the past, not as a static archive but as a living,
dynamic force informing present realities.

Nichols’s poetic narratives frequently explore the tension between remembering and forgetting,
especially in the context of postcolonial displacement. Her work interrogates how memory shapes
self-understanding and collective consciousness among diasporic communities. By invoking sensory
details and vivid imagery, Nichols invites readers into a richly textured world where memory is both
a source of solace and a site of struggle.

The Role of Diaspora and Cultural Memory

As a poet who migrated from Guyana to the United Kingdom, Nichols inhabits the interstitial space
between cultures. Her poetry reflects this liminality by emphasizing the importance of preserving
cultural memory amid the disorienting effects of migration. The “long memoried woman” metaphor
underscores her commitment to bearing witness to the histories and traditions of her Caribbean
roots.

In poems such as those found in her celebrated collection *I is a Long Memoried Woman*, Nichols
uses memory to counteract colonial narratives that have historically marginalized Caribbean voices.
Through her work, she resists cultural amnesia, ensuring that the stories of her ancestors and
community remain vibrant and influential. This approach resonates with postcolonial literary theory,
which highlights memory as a crucial tool for decolonization and reclamation of identity.

Stylistic Features and Narrative Techniques

Nichols’s style is characterized by its lyrical quality, rhythmic cadences, and incorporation of oral
storytelling traditions. These elements contribute to the immersive experience of memory in her



poetry. The narrative voice often adopts a first-person perspective, creating intimacy and immediacy
that draw the reader into the speaker’s recollections.

Furthermore, Nichols employs repetition and refrain—such as the titular “I is a long memoried
woman”—to emphasize the endurance and continuity of memory. This technique mirrors oral
traditions where repetition aids memorization and communal participation. Her use of Creole and
vernacular language enriches the authenticity of the narrative voice, reinforcing cultural specificity
while inviting broader audiences to engage with Caribbean heritage.

Impact and Reception of Nichols’s Work

Grace Nichols's contribution to contemporary poetry has been widely recognized for its insightful
exploration of identity, memory, and belonging. Critics often highlight how her work bridges the
personal and political, using memory as a means of social commentary.

Her poetry has been included in educational curricula, illustrating its relevance in discussions about
multiculturalism, postcolonial literature, and women’s writing. The accessibility of Nichols’s
language combined with the profundity of her themes makes her an influential figure in both literary
and cultural studies.

Pros and Cons in the Literary Context

Pros: Nichols’s poetry offers a powerful platform for marginalized voices, fostering empathy
and cross-cultural understanding. Her vivid imagery and evocative language make complex
themes approachable and engaging.

Cons: Some readers unfamiliar with Caribbean contexts may require additional background to
fully appreciate the nuances in her work. The specific cultural references, while enriching,
might challenge those outside the diasporic experience.

Despite these challenges, Nichols’s work remains a crucial reference point for discussions on
memory, identity, and diaspora.

Comparisons with Contemporary Poets

Grace Nichols’s thematic focus on memory aligns her with other postcolonial poets such as Derek
Walcott and Lorna Goodison, who similarly navigate cultural heritage and displacement. However,
Nichols’s distinctive female perspective and emphasis on oral tradition set her apart, offering unique
insights into the lived experiences of Caribbean women.

Her poetry also contrasts with mainstream British poetry by foregrounding marginalized identities
and employing non-standard English, thereby challenging dominant linguistic and cultural norms.



The Enduring Legacy of a Long Memoried Woman

The appellation “long memoried woman” encapsulates more than Grace Nichols’s poetic persona; it
symbolizes a broader cultural and historical consciousness. Through her work, Nichols ensures that
the stories, struggles, and celebrations of Caribbean people persist across generations.

Her poetry acts as a bridge connecting past and present, homeland and diaspora, individual and
community. In a world where globalization often threatens cultural homogenization, Nichols’s
insistence on memory as a living force serves as a powerful reminder of the importance of
preserving diversity and honoring heritage.

The depth and richness of Grace Nichols’s poetry continue to inspire readers and scholars alike,
affirming her place as a vital voice in contemporary literature. The phrase “grace nichols i is a long
memoried woman” thus resonates not only as a statement of identity but as a testament to the
enduring power of memory in shaping human experience.

Grace Nichols I Is A Long Memoried Woman

  grace nichols i is a long memoried woman: Contemporary British Poetry James Acheson,
Romana Huk, 1996-01-01 This collection of original essays focuses on new and continuing
movements in British Poetry. It offers a wide ranging look at feminist, working class, and other poets
of diverse cultural backgrounds.
  grace nichols i is a long memoried woman: I is a Long Memoried Woman Grace Nichols,
1990 First published in 1983 to gain the distinction of being the first book of poetry written by a
Caribbean woman to have won the Commonwealth Poetry Prize, it has since become a modern
classic. Rightly proclaimed a significant narrative of the African Caribbean woman in proclaiming
the recovery of her memory, the book celebrates and evokes memories of the triangular trade in
enslavement from the African continent to the cane plantations of the Caribbean through the voice
of an unnamed African woman.
  grace nichols i is a long memoried woman: Contemporary Caribbean Women's Poetry
Denise deCaires Narain, 2003-08-29 Contemporary Caribbean Women's Poetry provides detailed
readings of individual poems by women poets whose work has not yet received the sustained critical
attention it deserves. These readings are contextualized both within Caribbean cultural debates and
postcolonial and feminist critical discourses in a lively and engaged way; revisiting nationalist
debates as well as topical issues about the performance of gendered and raced identities within
poetic discourse. Newly available in paperback, this book is groundbreaking reading for all those
interested in postcolonialism, Gender Studies, Caribbean Studies and contemporary poetry.
  grace nichols i is a long memoried woman: Poems at the Edge of Differences Renate
Papke, 2008 This study consists of two parts. The first part offers an overview of feminism's theory
of differences. The second part deals with the textual analysis of poems about 'mothering' by women
from India, the Caribbean and Africa. Literary criticism has dealt with the representation of
'mothering' in prose texts. The exploration of lyrical texts has not yet come. Since the late 1970s, the
acknowledgement of and the commitment to difference has been foundational for feminist theory
and activism. This investigation promotes a differentiated, 'locational' feminism (Friedman). The
comprehensive theoretical discussion of feminism's different concepts of 'gender', 'race', 'ethnicity'
and 'mothering' builds the foundation for the main part: the presentation and analysis of the poems.
The issue of 'mothering' foregrounds the communicative aspect of women's experience and wants to
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bridge the gap between theory and practice. This study, however, does not intend to specify
'mothering' as a universal and unique feminine characteristic. It underlines a metaphorical use and
discusses the concepts of 'nurturing', 'maternal practice' and 'social parenthood'. Regarding the
extensive material, this study understands itself as an explorative not concluding investigation
placed at the intersections of gender studies, postcolonial and classical literary studies. Most of all,
it aims at initiating a dialogue and interchange between scholars and students in the Western and
the 'Third World'.
  grace nichols i is a long memoried woman: A Companion to Contemporary British and Irish
Poetry, 1960 - 2015 Wolfgang Gortschacher, David Malcolm, 2020-12-21 A comprehensive and
scholarly review of contemporary British and Irish Poetry With contributions from noted scholars in
the field, A Companion to Contemporary British and Irish Poetry, 1960-2015 offers a collection of
writings from a diverse group of experts. They explore the richness of individual poets, genres,
forms, techniques, traditions, concerns, and institutions that comprise these two distinct but
interrelated national poetries. Part of the acclaimed Blackwell Companion to Literature and Culture
series, this book contains a comprehensive survey of the most important contemporary Irish and
British poetry. The contributors provide new perspectives and positions on the topic. This important
book: Explores the institutions, histories, and receptions of contemporary Irish and British poetry
Contains contributions from leading scholars of British and Irish poetry Includes an analysis of the
most prominent Irish and British poets Puts contemporary Irish and British poetry in context Written
for students and academics of contemporary poetry, A Companion to Contemporary British and Irish
Poetry, 1960-2015 offers a comprehensive review of contemporary poetry from a wide range of
diverse contributors.
  grace nichols i is a long memoried woman: Studying English Literature in Context Paul
Poplawski, 2022-10-13 From early medieval times to the present, this diverse collection of thirty-one
essays sets literary texts in their historical contexts.
  grace nichols i is a long memoried woman: Women’s Identities and Bodies in Colonial and
Postcolonial History and Literature Maria Isabel Romero Ruiz, 2012-01-17 Since the second half of
the twentieth century, there has been a commitment on the part of women writers and scholars to
revise and rewrite the history and culture of colonial and post-colonial women. This collection
intends to enter a forum of discussion in which the colonial past serves as a point of reference for
the analysis of contemporary issues. This volume will examine topics of women’s identities and
bodies through literary representations and historical accounts. In other words, the aim is to
reconstruct women’s identities through the representations of their bodies in literature and to
analyse women’s bodies historically as sites of abuse, discrimination and violence on the one hand,
and of knowledge and cultural production on the other. The chapters of this book will contribute to
the formation of a new representation of women through history and literature which fights
traditional stereotypes in relation to their bodies and identities. Focusing on female bodies as
maternal bodies, as repositories of history and memory, as sexual bodies, as healing bodies, as
performative of gender, as black bodies, as migrant and hybrid bodies, as the objects of regulation
and control, and as victims of sexual exploitation and murder, the different articles contained in this
book will examine issues of space, power/knowledge relations, discrimination, the production of
knowledge, gender and boundaries to produce new identities for women which contest and respond
to the traditional ones. The volume is addressed to a wide readership, both scholars and those
interested in investigating the dynamics of the female body, and the social and cultural
conceptualizations of our multicultural and multiethnic contemporary societies in relation to it,
without forgetting the historical and colonial roots of these new representations.
  grace nichols i is a long memoried woman: Caribbean-English Passages Tobias Döring,
2002 Postcolonialism is used as a backdrop to examine and question the traditional genres of travel
writing, nature poetry, adventure tales, autobiography and the epic, assessing their relevence to the
Caribbean experience.
  grace nichols i is a long memoried woman: Caribbean Women Writers , 2024-06-24



  grace nichols i is a long memoried woman: An Introduction to Feminism and Theatre Elaine
Aston, 2003-09-02 At last an accessible and intelligent introduction to the energising and
challenging relationship between feminism and theatre. In this clear and enlightening book, Aston
discusses wide-ranging theoretical topics and provides case studies including: * Feminism and
theatre history * `M/Othering the self': French feminist theory and theatre * Black women: shaping
feminist theatre * Performing gender: a materialist practice * Colonial landscapes Feminist thought
is changing the way theatre is taught and practised. An Introduction to Feminism and Theatre is
compulsory reading for anyone who requires a precise, insightful and up-to-date guide to this
dynamic field of study.
  grace nichols i is a long memoried woman: The Cambridge History of Black and Asian
British Writing Susheila Nasta, Mark U. Stein, 2020-01-16 The Cambridge History of Black and
Asian British Writing provides a comprehensive historical overview of the diverse literary traditions
impacting on this field's evolution, from the eighteenth century to the present. Drawing on the
expertise of over forty international experts, this book gathers innovative scholarship to look forward
to new readings and perspectives, while also focusing on undervalued writers, texts, and research
areas. Creating new pathways to engage with the naming of a field that has often been contested,
readings of literary texts are interwoven throughout with key political, social, and material contexts.
In making visible the diverse influences constituting past and contemporary British literary culture,
this Cambridge History makes a unique contribution to British, Commonwealth, postcolonial,
transnational, diasporic, and global literary studies, serving both as one of the first major reference
works to cover four centuries of black and Asian British literary history and as a compass for future
scholarship.
  grace nichols i is a long memoried woman: Textual Liberation (Routledge Revivals)
Helena Forsas-Scott, 2014-11-13 Feminist writing has emerged in recent years as a major influence
of twentieth-century European literature. Textual Liberation, first published in 1991, provides a
timely and wide-ranging survey of twentieth-century feminist writing in Europe, presenting texts
from a number of countries and highlighting some of the transnational parallels and contrasts. The
contributors emphasize the wider contexts- political, social, economic- in which the texts were
produced. They cover feminist literature in Britain, Scandinavia, Germany, Eastern Europe, Russia,
France, Spain, Italy, and Turkey, and consider a range of genres, including the novel, poetry, drama,
essays, and journalism. Each chapter contains an extensive bibliography with special emphasis on
material available in English. A stimulating introduction to the development of European feminist
writing, Textual Liberation will be an invaluable resource for students of women’s literature,
women’s studies, and feminism.
  grace nichols i is a long memoried woman: Transcultural English Studies , 2008-01-01
What is most strikingly new about the transcultural is its sudden ubiquity. Following in the wake of
previous concepts in cultural and literary studies such as creolization, hybridity, and syncretism, and
signalling a family relationship to terms such as transnationality, translocality, and transmigration,
‘transcultural’ terminology has unobtrusively but powerfully edged its way into contemporary
theoretical and critical discourse. The four sections of this volume denote major areas where
‘transcultural’ questions and problematics have come to the fore: theories of culture and literature
that have sought to account for the complexity of culture in a world increasingly characterized by
globalization, transnationalization, and interdependence; realities of individual and collective
life-worlds shaped by the ubiquity of phenomena and experiences relating to transnational
connections and the blurring of cultural boundaries; fictions in literature and other media that
explore these realities, negotiate the fuzzy edges of ‘ethnic’ or ‘national’ cultures, and participate in
the creation of transnational public spheres as well as transcultural imaginations and memories;
and, finally, pedagogy and didactics, where earlier models of teaching ‘other’ cultures are faced with
the challenge of coming to terms with cultural complexity both in what is being taught and in the
people it is taught to, and where ‘target cultures’ have become elusive. The idea of ‘locating’ culture
and literature exclusively in the context of ethnicities or nations is rapidly losing plausibility



throughout an ‘English-speaking world’ that has long since been multi- rather than monolingual.
Exploring the prospects and contours of ‘Transcultural English Studies’ thus reflects a set of
common challenges and predicaments that in recent years have increasingly moved centre stage not
only in the New Literatures in English, but also in British and American studies.
  grace nichols i is a long memoried woman: Who Defines Me Eid Mohamed, Yasser Fouad
Selim, 2014-06-19 Who Defines Me: Negotiating Identity in Language and Literature is a collection
of insightful articles that represent an interdisciplinary study of identity. The articles start from the
premise that identity is, and always has been, unstable and mutable; which is to say that identity is
constructed and deconstructed and reconstructed – only to be deconstructed and reconstructed
again, in turn to be deconstructed and reconstructed (and so on ad infinitum). Time and place are
variables. So, too – as Who Defines Me underscores – are ethnicity, religion, politics and power, race
and color, nationality, gender, culture, language, and socio-economic status. With all of these
variables in mind, Who Defines Me focuses on language and literature as the portal through which
identity is explored. The overarching rubrics under which the explorations are conducted are Arabs
and Muslims, race identity in America, and language identity.
  grace nichols i is a long memoried woman: The Routledge Concise History of
Twentieth-century British Literature Ashley Dawson, 2013 In The Routledge Concise History of
Twentieth-Century British Literature Ashley Dawson identifies the key British writers and texts,
shaped by era-defining cultural and historical events and movements from the period. He provides:
Analysis of works by a diverse range of influential authors Examination of the cultural and literary
impact of crucial historical, social, political and cultural events Discussion of Britain's imperial status
in the century and the diversification of the nation through Black and Asian British Literature
Readers are also provided with a comprehensive timeline, a glossary of terms, further reading and
explanatory text boxes featuring further information on key figures and events.
  grace nichols i is a long memoried woman: A History of Twentieth-Century British Women's
Poetry Jane Dowson, Alice Entwistle, 2005-05-19 Publisher Description
  grace nichols i is a long memoried woman: Black Women’s Writing Gina Wisker, 1992-12-18
This book contains a lively and wide ranging collection of critical essays on Black women's writing
from Afro-American, African, South African, British and Caribbean novelists, poets, short story
writers and a dramatist. The contributors are black and white, female and male, academics and
readers who chart their engagement with and enjoyment of the texts of some of the key figures in
black women's writing across several continents.
  grace nichols i is a long memoried woman: The History of British Women's Writing,
1970-Present Mary Eagleton, Emma Parker, 2016-04-29 This book maps the most active and
vibrant period in the history of British women's writing. Examining changes and continuities in
fiction, poetry, drama, and journalism, as well as women's engagement with a range of literary and
popular genres, the essays in this volume highlight the range and diversity of women's writing since
1970.
  grace nichols i is a long memoried woman: Diasporic Women's Writing of the Black Atlantic
Emilia María Durán-Almarza, Esther Álvarez López, 2013-10-30 This book brings together a
complete set of approaches to works by female authors that articulate the black Atlantic in relation
to the interplay of race, class, and gender. The chapters provide the grounds to (en)gender a more
complex understanding of the scattered geographies of the African diaspora in the Atlantic basin.
The variety of approaches displayed bears witness to the vitality of a field that, over the years, has
become a diasporic formation itself as it incorporates critical insights and theoretical frameworks
from multiple disciplines in the social sciences and the humanities, thus exposing the manifold
character of (black) diasporic interconnections within and beyond the Atlantic. Focusing on a wide
array of contemporary literary and performance texts by women writers and performers from
diverse locations including the Caribbean, Canada, Africa, the US, and the UK, chapters visit genres
such as performance art, the novel, science fiction, short stories, and music. For these purposes, the
volume is organized around two significant dimensions of diasporas: on the one hand, the



material—corporeal and spatial—locations where those displacements associated with travel and
exile occur, and, on the other, the fluid environments and networks that connect distant places,
cultures, and times. This collection explores the ways in which women of African descent shape the
cultures and histories in the modern, colonial, and postcolonial Atlantic worlds.
  grace nichols i is a long memoried woman: Reading/Speaking/Writing the Mother Text;
Essays on Caribbean Women's Writing Cristina Herrera, Paula Sanmartín, 2015-08-01 While
scholarship on Caribbean women’s literature has grown into an established discipline, there are not
many studies explicitly connected to the maternal subject matter, and among them only a few
book-length texts have focalized motherhood and maternity in writings by Caribbean women.
Reading/Speaking/Writing the Mother Text: Essays on Caribbean Women’s Writing encourages a
crucial dialogue surrounding the state of motherhood scholarship within the Caribbean literary
landscape, to call for attention on a theme that, although highly visible, remains understudied by
academics. While this collection presents a similar comparative and diasporic approach to other
book-length studies on Caribbean women’s writing, it deals with the complexity of including a wider
geographical, linguistic, ethnic and generic diversity, while exposing the myriad ways in which
Caribbean women authors shape and construct their texts to theorize motherhood, mothering,
maternity, and mother-daughter relationships.
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