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**The Art and Craft of Mathematical Problem Solving by Paul Zeitz: Unlocking the Genius Within**

art and craft of mathematical problem solving paul zeitz is more than just a phrase; it
represents a transformative approach to thinking about mathematics. This approach emphasizes
creativity, intuition, and strategy over rote memorization and mechanical computation. Paul Zeitz’s
influential book, *The Art and Craft of Mathematical Problem Solving*, has become a cornerstone for
students, educators, and math enthusiasts eager to deepen their understanding and sharpen their
problem-solving skills. In this article, we’ll explore the key ideas behind Zeitz’s philosophy, how his
methods can enhance your mathematical thinking, and why this work remains a vital resource in the
world of math education.

Understanding the Essence of Mathematical Problem
Solving

Mathematics is often viewed as a rigid field governed by formulas and fixed procedures. However,
Zeitz’s work challenges this perception by highlighting problem solving as a dynamic, imaginative
process. The art and craft of mathematical problem solving Paul Zeitz promotes is about developing a
mindset that embraces challenges with curiosity and persistence.

The Creative Side of Mathematics

One of the most compelling aspects of Zeitz’s teachings is the emphasis on creativity. Problem
solving isn’t just about finding the right answer; it’s about exploring various pathways and thinking
outside the box. Zeitz encourages learners to:

- Experiment with different strategies
- Visualize problems in unique ways
- Make insightful guesses and test them
- Reflect on mistakes as learning opportunities

This creative approach transforms math from a chore into an exciting intellectual adventure.

Strategic Thinking and Problem-Solving Techniques

Beyond creativity, Zeitz’s book introduces a toolkit of problem-solving strategies that can be applied
broadly across mathematical disciplines. These techniques include:

- **Drawing diagrams:** Visual representations often clarify complex problems.
- **Working backward:** Starting from the desired outcome and tracing steps back to the known



information.
- **Looking for patterns:** Identifying regularities can lead to generalizations and shortcuts.
- **Simplifying problems:** Breaking down complicated questions into manageable parts.
- **Using invariants:** Recognizing quantities or properties that remain unchanged under certain
operations.

By mastering these strategies, learners can tackle unfamiliar problems with confidence and structure.

Why Paul Zeitz’s Approach Stands Out

What sets *The Art and Craft of Mathematical Problem Solving* apart from standard textbooks is its
holistic perspective on learning math. Zeitz combines rigorous mathematical content with insights
into the psychology of problem solving, making the book accessible to a wide range of readers.

Focus on Intuition and Insight

Zeitz stresses that intuition plays a crucial role in effective problem solving. Rather than blindly
applying formulas, he encourages readers to develop a feel for numbers, shapes, and logical
relationships. This intuitive grasp often guides solvers toward elegant and efficient solutions.

Emphasis on Perseverance and Mindset

Many who struggle with math do so because they fear making mistakes or giving up too soon. Zeitz
addresses this by nurturing a growth mindset—viewing challenges as opportunities to learn rather
than obstacles. His approach motivates students to persist through difficult problems, knowing that
perseverance leads to deeper understanding.

Applying Zeitz’s Methods in Everyday Learning

The principles found in the art and craft of mathematical problem solving Paul Zeitz advocates are not
confined to academic competitions or advanced mathematics. They can be seamlessly integrated into
everyday learning and teaching.

Enhancing Classroom Experiences

Educators inspired by Zeitz often incorporate problem-solving sessions that encourage exploration
and discussion over memorization. Group work, puzzles, and open-ended questions become tools to
foster collaboration and critical thinking.



Self-Study and Independent Practice

For individual learners, Zeitz’s book provides a roadmap to approach problems systematically. Here
are a few tips inspired by his work:

Start with simpler problems to build confidence.1.

Keep a problem-solving journal to track approaches and reflections.2.

Don’t hesitate to revisit a problem after a break; fresh perspectives often help.3.

Explore multiple solutions to the same problem to deepen understanding.4.

These habits cultivate a disciplined yet flexible mindset, essential for mastering mathematics.

The Broader Impact of Zeitz’s Philosophy on
Mathematical Education

Zeitz’s contributions extend beyond individual learners; they have influenced how mathematical
problem solving is taught worldwide. His focus on strategy, creativity, and mindset aligns well with
modern educational trends that prioritize critical thinking and real-world applications.

Preparing Students for Competitions and Beyond

Many students preparing for math competitions such as the AMC, AIME, or Math Olympiads find
Zeitz’s book invaluable. The rich collection of problems and strategic insights equips them with tools
to approach challenging questions effectively.

Encouraging Lifelong Mathematical Curiosity

Perhaps the most significant legacy of Zeitz’s work is fostering a lifelong love for mathematics. By
demystifying problem solving and making it accessible, he helps learners of all ages appreciate the
beauty and elegance inherent in math.

Incorporating the Art and Craft of Mathematical
Problem Solving in Your Journey

If you’re intrigued by the art and craft of mathematical problem solving Paul Zeitz explores, consider



diving into his book and adopting some of his strategies. Here are some ways to start:

Engage with diverse problem sets that challenge different areas of math.

Reflect regularly on your problem-solving methods and results.

Join math circles or online forums to exchange ideas and solutions.

Balance structured study with playful experimentation to keep learning enjoyable.

By embracing the art and craft of math problem solving, you unlock more than just answers—you gain
a powerful way to think and reason that transcends mathematics itself.

---

Mathematics, when approached through the lens Paul Zeitz provides, becomes a rich tapestry of logic,
creativity, and perseverance. Whether you’re a student, teacher, or lifelong learner, exploring the art
and craft of mathematical problem solving offers an enriching journey that sharpens your mind and
deepens your appreciation for one of humanity’s most profound disciplines.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Art and Craft of Mathematical Problem Solving'
by Paul Zeitz about?
'The Art and Craft of Mathematical Problem Solving' by Paul Zeitz is a comprehensive guide that
teaches problem-solving strategies and techniques through a variety of mathematical problems,
aiming to develop creative and critical thinking skills.

Who is the target audience for Paul Zeitz's book on
mathematical problem solving?
The book is primarily aimed at high school and college students preparing for math competitions, as
well as teachers and anyone interested in improving their problem-solving abilities in mathematics.

What are some key problem-solving strategies emphasized in
Paul Zeitz's book?
Key strategies include understanding the problem deeply, exploring examples, devising a plan,
looking for patterns, working backwards, and using invariants and extremal principles.

How does Paul Zeitz incorporate problem-solving into learning



mathematics in his book?
Zeitz integrates problem-solving as a fundamental approach to learning mathematics by providing
numerous challenging problems, detailed solutions, and encouraging readers to think creatively and
explore multiple solution paths.

Is 'The Art and Craft of Mathematical Problem Solving'
suitable for self-study?
Yes, the book is well-suited for self-study due to its clear explanations, structured approach, and
wealth of problems with solutions that guide readers through the problem-solving process.

How has Paul Zeitz's book influenced mathematical
competitions and education?
The book has become a popular resource for math competition preparation, helping students develop
analytical thinking and problem-solving skills, and it is often recommended by educators for
enhancing mathematical creativity.

Are there any updated editions or supplementary materials
for 'The Art and Craft of Mathematical Problem Solving'?
Yes, Paul Zeitz has released updated editions that include new problems and refined explanations,
and there are supplementary materials such as solution manuals and online resources to support
learners.

Additional Resources
Art and Craft of Mathematical Problem Solving: An In-Depth Look at Paul Zeitz’s Seminal Work

art and craft of mathematical problem solving paul zeitz is a phrase that resonates strongly
within the mathematics education community. Paul Zeitz’s influential book, *The Art and Craft of
Problem Solving*, has become a cornerstone text for students, educators, and enthusiasts aiming to
elevate their problem-solving skills beyond routine exercises. This comprehensive work transcends
mere mathematical techniques, emphasizing the mindset, creativity, and strategic thinking essential
to tackling complex problems. As the field of mathematical problem solving continues to evolve,
Zeitz’s contributions remain profoundly relevant, offering a blend of artful intuition and rigorous logic.

The Essence of Paul Zeitz’s Approach to Mathematical
Problem Solving

At its core, *The Art and Craft of Mathematical Problem Solving* is not just a textbook; it’s a manual
for developing a problem-solving philosophy. Zeitz advocates for a methodical yet imaginative
approach that encourages learners to think deeply and strategically. Unlike traditional textbooks that
focus primarily on theory and formulaic applications, Zeitz’s work challenges readers to engage



actively with problems, reflect on their thinking process, and cultivate patience and persistence.

One of the key distinguishing features of Zeitz’s approach is the emphasis on "heuristics" — general
strategies and principles that guide problem-solving behavior. These heuristics, such as working
backward, considering special cases, and drawing diagrams, serve as tools to unlock difficult
problems that cannot be solved by straightforward application of formulas. This aligns well with the
increasing recognition in mathematics education that problem solving is as much about creativity and
insight as it is about computation.

Heuristics and Strategies: The Toolbox for Problem Solvers

Zeitz’s book meticulously categorizes and explains a wide array of heuristics, giving readers a
practical framework for approaching unfamiliar problems. Some of the most notable strategies
covered include:

Drawing and Visualization: Encouraging learners to represent problems graphically to
enhance understanding.

Working Backwards: Starting from the desired conclusion and retracing steps to the given
information.

Induction and Pattern Recognition: Spotting patterns to formulate conjectures and
generalizations.

Invariants and Monovariants: Utilizing quantities that remain constant or change in a
predictable manner to solve problems.

Problem Simplification: Breaking down complex problems into more manageable
subproblems.

These strategies are not presented as rigid rules but rather as adaptable tools that the problem solver
must learn to wield artfully. This reflects the dual focus on both the "art" and the "craft" — the
creative inspiration and the disciplined application.

Impact on Mathematical Education and Problem
Solving Culture

Paul Zeitz’s *art and craft of mathematical problem solving* has had a significant influence on how
problem solving is taught in classrooms and mathematics competitions worldwide. The book is often
recommended for gifted students preparing for contests such as the AMC (American Mathematics
Competitions), AIME (American Invitational Mathematics Examination), and even the International
Mathematical Olympiad (IMO).

What sets Zeitz’s work apart in educational settings is its ability to bridge the gap between high



school mathematics and more advanced mathematical thinking. By focusing on problem-solving
techniques rather than rote memorization or procedural drills, the book fosters critical thinking skills
valuable across STEM disciplines.

Comparative Analysis: Zeitz’s Book Versus Traditional
Mathematics Texts

While traditional textbooks emphasize theory, proofs, and computational skills, Zeitz’s book prioritizes
problem-solving methodology and creative thinking. This contrast can be seen in several ways:

Scope: Traditional texts focus on covering curriculum topics in a systematic manner; Zeitz’s1.
text focuses on enhancing problem-solving ability across diverse mathematical areas.

Pedagogy: Standard textbooks often present worked examples followed by exercises; Zeitz2.
incorporates reflective questions, open-ended problems, and encourages exploration.

Audience: Zeitz’s book targets motivated learners and educators looking to deepen problem-3.
solving skills, while traditional textbooks serve a broader student base.

This distinction explains why *The Art and Craft of Mathematical Problem Solving* is often seen as a
complementary resource rather than a primary textbook for standard courses.

Features and Strengths of Zeitz’s Problem Solving
Manual

The enduring popularity of *art and craft of mathematical problem solving paul zeitz* can be
attributed to several standout features that enhance its educational value:

Engaging Problem Sets: The book contains hundreds of challenging problems that span
various difficulty levels, encouraging gradual skill development.

Clear Explanations: Concepts and techniques are explained lucidly with an emphasis on
reasoning rather than memorization.

Historical and Anecdotal Insights: Zeitz provides context about famous problems and
mathematicians, which enriches the learning experience.

Focus on Metacognition: Readers are prompted to reflect on their thinking processes and
learn from mistakes.

Broad Coverage: Topics range from combinatorics and number theory to geometry and
algebraic reasoning, making the book versatile.



These attributes make the book a valuable asset not just for individual learners but also for teachers
designing curricula aimed at fostering problem-solving skills.

Potential Limitations and Considerations

Despite its many strengths, some users might find the book challenging without a certain level of
mathematical maturity. The open-ended nature of problems and the emphasis on heuristic thinking
require patience and perseverance, which could be intimidating for beginners. Furthermore, the book
assumes familiarity with basic mathematical concepts and does not serve as an introductory text for
novices.

However, for learners who are ready to move beyond algorithmic problem solving, Zeitz’s book offers
a rewarding pathway to mathematical creativity and insight.

Legacy and Continuing Influence

Since its initial publication, *The Art and Craft of Mathematical Problem Solving* has inspired a
generation of mathematicians, educators, and problem enthusiasts. Its principles have permeated
math circles, summer camps, and advanced courses worldwide. Moreover, it has influenced the
design of problem-solving curricula that emphasize conceptual understanding and strategic thinking.

In an era where STEM education is continually evolving, the balance between the "art" and "craft" of
problem solving remains crucial. Paul Zeitz’s work stands as a testament to the power of cultivating
both creativity and rigor, highlighting that mathematical problem solving is not just about finding
answers but about understanding problems deeply and approaching them with intellectual curiosity.

As students and educators continue to seek resources that foster higher-order thinking skills, *art and
craft of mathematical problem solving paul zeitz* persists as a vital reference—one that challenges
individuals to view mathematics not merely as a set of procedures, but as a dynamic and engaging
discipline.

Art And Craft Of Mathematical Problem Solving Paul Zeitz

  art and craft of mathematical problem solving paul zeitz: The Art and Craft of Problem
Solving Paul Zeitz, 1999-02-23 This text blends interesting problems with strategies, tools, and
techniques to develop the mathematical skill and intuition necessary for problem solving.
  art and craft of mathematical problem solving paul zeitz: Art and Craft of Mathematical
Problem Solving Teaching Company, 2010 Presents 24 lectures (each about 30 minutes long) by
Paul Zeitz, Professor of Mathematics at the University of San Francisco and author of The art and
craft of problem solving.
  art and craft of mathematical problem solving paul zeitz: The Art and Craft of Problem
Solving Paul Zeitz, 2016-11-14 Appealing to everyone from college-level majors to independent
learners, The Art and Craft of Problem Solving, 3rd Edition introduces a problem-solving approach
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to mathematics, as opposed to the traditional exercises approach. The goal of The Art and Craft of
Problem Solving is to develop strong problem solving skills, which it achieves by encouraging
students to do math rather than just study it. Paul Zeitz draws upon his experience as a coach for the
international mathematics Olympiad to give students an enhanced sense of mathematics and the
ability to investigate and solve problems.
  art and craft of mathematical problem solving paul zeitz: Street-Fighting Mathematics
Sanjoy Mahajan, 2010-03-05 This practical guide to educated guessing shows you how to find
answers to partly-defined mathematical problems—without needing proof or an exact calculation. In
problem solving, as in street fighting, rules are for fools: do whatever works—don’t just stand there!
Yet we often fear an unjustified leap even though it may land us on a correct result. Traditional
mathematics teaching is largely about solving exactly stated problems exactly, yet life often hands us
partly defined problems needing only moderately accurate solutions. This engaging book is an
antidote to the rigor mortis brought on by too much mathematical rigor, teaching us how to guess
answers without needing a proof or an exact calculation. In Street-Fighting Mathematics, Sanjoy
Mahajan builds, sharpens, and demonstrates tools for educated guessing and down-and-dirty,
opportunistic problem solving across diverse fields of knowledge—from mathematics to
management. Mahajan describes 6 tools: • Dimensional Analysis • Easy Cases • Lumping • Picture
Proofs • Successive Approximation • Reasoning by Analogy Illustrating each tool with numerous
examples, he carefully separates the tool—the general principle—from the particular application so
that the reader can most easily grasp the tool itself to use on problems of particular interest.
Street-Fighting Mathematics grew out of a short course taught by the author at MIT for students
ranging from first-year undergraduates to graduate students ready for careers in physics,
mathematics, management, electrical engineering, computer science, and biology. They benefited
from an approach that avoided rigor and taught them how to use mathematics to solve real
problems.
  art and craft of mathematical problem solving paul zeitz: Let's Play Math Denise Gaskins,
2012-09-04
  art and craft of mathematical problem solving paul zeitz: Out of the Labyrinth Robert
Kaplan, Ellen Kaplan, 2014-02-04 “In this sparkling narrative, mathematics is indeed set free.”
-Michael Shermer, author of The Believing Brain In classrooms around the world, Robert and Ellen
Kaplan's pioneering Math Circle program, begun at Harvard, has introduced students ages six to
sixty to the pleasures of mathematics, exploring topics that range from Roman numerals to quantum
mechanics. In Out of the Labyrinth, the Kaplans reveal the secrets of their highly successful
approach, which embraces the exhilarating joy of math's “accessible mysteries.” Stocked with
puzzles, colorful anecdotes, and insights from the authors' own teaching experience, Out of the
Labyrinth is both an engaging and practical guide for parents and educators, and a treasure chest of
mathematical discoveries. For any reader who has felt the excitement of mathematical discovery-or
tried to convey it to someone else-this volume will be a delightful and valued companion.
  art and craft of mathematical problem solving paul zeitz: Wearing Gauss's Jersey Dean
Hathout, 2013-05-01 Wearing Gauss's Jersey focuses on Gauss problems, problems that can be very
tedious and time consuming when tackled in a traditional, straightforward way but if approached in
a more insightful fashion, can yield the solution much more easily and elegantly. The book shows
how mathematical problem solving can be fun and how students can improve the
  art and craft of mathematical problem solving paul zeitz: Mathematical Adventures for
Students and Amateurs David F. Hayes, Tatiana Shubin, 2020-08-03
  art and craft of mathematical problem solving paul zeitz: A Decade of the Berkeley Math
Circle Zvezdelina Stankova, Tom Rike, 2008-11-26 Many mathematicians have been drawn to
mathematics through their experience with math circles: extracurricular programs exposing teenage
students to advanced mathematical topics and a myriad of problem solving techniques and inspiring
in them a lifelong love for mathematics. Founded in 1998, the Berkeley Math Circle (BMC) is a
pioneering model of a U.S. math circle, aspiring to prepare our best young minds for their future



roles as mathematics leaders. Over the last decade, 50 instructors--from university professors to
high school teachers to business tycoons--have shared their passion for mathematics by delivering
more than 320 BMC sessions full of mathematical challenges and wonders. Based on a dozen of
these sessions, this book encompasses a wide variety of enticing mathematical topics: from inversion
in the plane to circle geometry; from combinatorics to Rubik's cube and abstract algebra; from
number theory to mass point theory; from complex numbers to game theory via invariants and
monovariants. The treatments of these subjects encompass every significant method of proof and
emphasize ways of thinking and reasoning via 100 problem solving techniques. Also featured are
300 problems, ranging from beginner to intermediate level, with occasional peaks of advanced
problems and even some open questions. The book presents possible paths to studying mathematics
and inevitably falling in love with it, via teaching two important skills: thinking creatively while still
``obeying the rules,'' and making connections between problems, ideas, and theories. The book
encourages you to apply the newly acquired knowledge to problems and guides you along the way,
but rarely gives you ready answers. ``Learning from our own mistakes'' often occurs through
discussions of non-proofs and common problem solving pitfalls. The reader has to commit to
mastering the new theories and techniques by ``getting your hands dirty'' with the problems, going
back and reviewing necessary problem solving techniques and theory, and persistently moving
forward in the book. The mathematical world is huge: you'll never know everything, but you'll learn
where to find things, how to connect and use them. The rewards will be substantial. In the interest
of fostering a greater awareness and appreciation of mathematics and its connections to other
disciplines and everyday life, MSRI and the AMS are publishing books in the Mathematical Circles
Library series as a service to young people, their parents and teachers, and the mathematics
profession.
  art and craft of mathematical problem solving paul zeitz: Problem Solving and Word
Problem Smarts! Rebecca Wingard-Nelson, 2012-09 Are you having trouble with math word
problems or problem solving? Do you wish someone could explain how to approach word problems
in a clear, simple way? From the different types of word problems to effective problem solving
strategies, this book takes a step-by-step approach to teaching problem solving. This book is
designed for students to use alone or with a tutor or parent, provides clear lessons with easy-to-learn
techniques and plenty of examples. Whether you are looking to learn this information for the first
time, on your own or with a tutor, or you would like to review some math skills, this book will be a
great choice.
  art and craft of mathematical problem solving paul zeitz: The Nation , 2010
  art and craft of mathematical problem solving paul zeitz: Crimes and Mathdemeanors
Leith Hathout, 2007-04-23 A collection of short detective stories for young adults who are interested
in applying high school level mathematics and physics to solving mysteries. The main character is
Ravi, a 14-year-old math genius who helps the local police solve cases. Each chapter is a detective
story with a mathematical puzzle at its core that Ravi is able to solve. The
  art and craft of mathematical problem solving paul zeitz: Harper's , 2010
  art and craft of mathematical problem solving paul zeitz: Number Theory Revealed: A
Masterclass Andrew Granville, 2020-09-23 Number Theory Revealed: A Masterclass acquaints
enthusiastic students with the “Queen of Mathematics”. The text offers a fresh take on congruences,
power residues, quadratic residues, primes, and Diophantine equations and presents hot topics like
cryptography, factoring, and primality testing. Students are also introduced to beautiful enlightening
questions like the structure of Pascal's triangle mod $p$ and modern twists on traditional questions
like the values represented by binary quadratic forms, the anatomy of integers, and elliptic curves.
This Masterclass edition contains many additional chapters and appendices not found in Number
Theory Revealed: An Introduction, highlighting beautiful developments and inspiring other subjects
in mathematics (like algebra). This allows instructors to tailor a course suited to their own (and their
students') interests. There are new yet accessible topics like the curvature of circles in a tiling of a
circle by circles, the latest discoveries on gaps between primes, a new proof of Mordell's Theorem



for congruent elliptic curves, and a discussion of the $abc$-conjecture including its proof for
polynomials. About the Author: Andrew Granville is the Canada Research Chair in Number Theory at
the University of Montreal and professor of mathematics at University College London. He has won
several international writing prizes for exposition in mathematics, including the 2008 Chauvenet
Prize and the 2019 Halmos-Ford Prize, and is the author of Prime Suspects (Princeton University
Press, 2019), a beautifully illustrated graphic novel murder mystery that explores surprising
connections between the anatomies of integers and of permutations.
  art and craft of mathematical problem solving paul zeitz: Number Theory Revealed: An
Introduction Andrew Granville, 2019-11-12 Number Theory Revealed: An Introduction acquaints
undergraduates with the “Queen of Mathematics”. The text offers a fresh take on congruences,
power residues, quadratic residues, primes, and Diophantine equations and presents hot topics like
cryptography, factoring, and primality testing. Students are also introduced to beautiful enlightening
questions like the structure of Pascal's triangle mod p p and modern twists on traditional questions
like the values represented by binary quadratic forms and large solutions of equations. Each chapter
includes an “elective appendix” with additional reading, projects, and references. An expanded
edition, Number Theory Revealed: A Masterclass, offers a more comprehensive approach to these
core topics and adds additional material in further chapters and appendices, allowing instructors to
create an individualized course tailored to their own (and their students') interests.
  art and craft of mathematical problem solving paul zeitz: Data Structures and Algorithm
Analysis in C++, Third Edition Clifford A. Shaffer, 2012-07-26 Comprehensive treatment focuses on
creation of efficient data structures and algorithms and selection or design of data structure best
suited to specific problems. This edition uses C++ as the programming language.
  art and craft of mathematical problem solving paul zeitz: Puzzle and Proof Samuel
Dittmer, Hiram Golze, Grant Molnar, Caleb Stanford, 2024-08-13 Puzzle and Proof: A Decade of
Problems from the Utah Math Olympiad is a compilation of the problems and solutions for the first
10 years of the Utah Math Olympiad. The problems are challenging but should be understandable at
a high school level. Besides putting all problems in one place (70 in total), which have not previously
appeared in print, the book provides additional inspiration for many of the problems and will contain
the first published solutions for 10 problems that were originally published on the contest flyer. The
book will be a fantastic resource for anyone who enjoys mathematical and/or logic puzzles or is
interested in studying for mathematics competitions. Features 70 carefully designed, high-quality
high-school level math proof problems, with full solutions Detailed pictures and diagrams throughout
to aid understanding Suitable for anyone with high school-level mathematics skills with an interest
in furthering their understanding, or just enjoying the puzzles Solutions in the back of the book,
sorting the problems by difficulty and topic.
  art and craft of mathematical problem solving paul zeitz: Data Structures and
Algorithm Analysis in Java, Third Edition Clifford A. Shaffer, 2012-09-06 Comprehensive
treatment focuses on creation of efficient data structures and algorithms and selection or design of
data structure best suited to specific problems. This edition uses Java as the programming language.
  art and craft of mathematical problem solving paul zeitz: The Magic of Math Arthur
Benjamin, 2015-09-08 The world's greatest mental mathematical magician takes us on a spellbinding
journey through the wonders of numbers (and more) Arthur Benjamin . . . joyfully shows you how to
make nature's numbers dance. -- Bill Nye (the science guy) The Magic of Math is the math book you
wish you had in school. Using a delightful assortment of examples-from ice-cream scoops and poker
hands to measuring mountains and making magic squares-this book revels in key mathematical
fields including arithmetic, algebra, geometry, and calculus, plus Fibonacci numbers, infinity, and, of
course, mathematical magic tricks. Known throughout the world as the mathemagician, Arthur
Benjamin mixes mathematics and magic to make the subject fun, attractive, and easy to understand
for math fan and math-phobic alike. A positively joyful exploration of mathematics. -- Publishers
Weekly, starred review Each [trick] is more dazzling than the last. -- Physics World
  art and craft of mathematical problem solving paul zeitz: The Magic of Maths Arthur



Benjamin, 2015-09-08 The world's greatest mental mathematical magician takes us on a spellbinding
journey through the wonders of numbers (and more) Arthur Benjamin . . . joyfully shows you how to
make nature's numbers dance. -- Bill Nye (the science guy) The Magic of Math is the math book you
wish you had in school. Using a delightful assortment of examples-from ice-cream scoops and poker
hands to measuring mountains and making magic squares-this book revels in key mathematical
fields including arithmetic, algebra, geometry, and calculus, plus Fibonacci numbers, infinity, and, of
course, mathematical magic tricks. Known throughout the world as the mathemagician, Arthur
Benjamin mixes mathematics and magic to make the subject fun, attractive, and easy to understand
for math fan and math-phobic alike. A positively joyful exploration of mathematics. -- Publishers
Weekly, starred review Each [trick] is more dazzling than the last. -- Physics World
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