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alternating bass guitar method fingerpicking lessons complete with video examples 2nd edition have

transformed the way many aspiring bassists and fingerstyle guitar players approach their instrument.

This method, now refined and expanded in its second edition, offers a comprehensive, step-by-step

guide to mastering the alternating bass technique—a foundational skill crucial for developing rhythm,

timing, and independence in fingerpicking styles. Whether you’re a beginner or an intermediate player

looking to refine your bass lines, these lessons paired with detailed video tutorials provide an engaging

and effective learning experience.

What Is the Alternating Bass Guitar Method?

The alternating bass method is a fingerpicking technique where the thumb alternates between two or

more bass notes, typically played on the lower strings of the guitar, while the fingers pick melody or

harmony notes. This approach is essential in styles such as folk, country, blues, and early rockabilly,

providing a rhythmic and harmonic foundation that keeps the music grounded.

In the context of bass guitar, the alternating bass technique helps develop a solid groove and finger

independence, which are vital for supporting a band or solo performance. The 2nd edition of this

instructional series enhances the foundational lessons by incorporating clearer notation, new exercises,

and, most importantly, video examples that visually demonstrate the technique in action.



Why Choose the 2nd Edition of These Fingerpicking Lessons?

The first edition of the alternating bass guitar method fingerpicking lessons was already well-received

for its clear explanations and practical exercises. What sets the 2nd edition apart is the inclusion of

high-quality video tutorials that allow learners to see finger placement, hand positioning, and rhythm

execution in real-time.

Many students find that watching a technique performed live bridges the gap between reading notation

or tablature and actual playing. The videos complement the written material by breaking down complex

patterns, showcasing common mistakes to avoid, and offering tips on how to develop a smooth,

consistent alternating bass groove.

Enhanced Learning Through Video Examples

Video content is a crucial part of modern music education, especially for fingerstyle techniques that

rely heavily on nuanced hand and finger movements. The 2nd edition’s video lessons:

- Show slow-motion close-ups of thumb and finger action.

- Provide split-screen views highlighting both hands simultaneously.

- Demonstrate exercises at various tempos to build confidence.

- Offer downloadable practice tracks to play along with.

These features make it easier for learners to internalize the technique and apply it to their own playing

styles.

Core Techniques Covered in the Alternating Bass Method

The alternating bass guitar method fingerpicking lessons complete with video examples 2nd edition



cover a broad range of foundational skills, including:

1. Thumb Independence and Control

The thumb’s role in alternating bass patterns is critical. Learners practice moving the thumb

rhythmically between root and fifth notes (or other bass tones) on the lower strings, maintaining a

steady pulse that forms the backbone of many fingerstyle grooves.

2. Synchronizing Thumb and Fingers

Once the thumb’s motion becomes natural, the next step is coordinating the fingers with the thumb’s

alternating bass. This synchronization allows the player to pick melody notes on the higher strings

while keeping a consistent bass line underneath.

3. Dynamics and Muting Techniques

Good fingerpicking is not just about hitting the right notes—it’s also about controlling volume and tone.

The lessons include tips on how to mute unwanted strings, adjust finger pressure, and create dynamic

contrast between bass and melody notes.

4. Tempo Variations and Groove Development

Practicing at different speeds, from slow and deliberate to faster grooves, helps build muscle memory

and timing accuracy. The video tutorials guide learners through tempo exercises that gradually

increase in difficulty.



Practical Applications and Styles Enhanced by This Method

While the alternating bass guitar method is often associated with traditional folk and country music, its

applications extend far beyond. Here’s how mastering this technique can enhance your playing across

various genres:

Bluegrass and Americana: Provides the rhythmic foundation for fast-paced, energetic songs.

Blues: Adds a rolling bass line that complements soulful lead guitar parts.

Jazz and Bossa Nova: Helps create walking bass lines and syncopated rhythms.

Pop and Rockabilly: Offers a driving pulse that anchors the song’s groove.

By practicing the alternating bass method, guitarists develop a versatile skill set that supports diverse

musical styles, making it a valuable addition to any player’s toolbox.

Tips for Getting the Most Out of the Alternating Bass

Fingerpicking Lessons

Learning a new fingerpicking technique can be challenging, but with the right approach, it becomes an

enjoyable and rewarding process. Here are some tips to maximize your progress:

Start Slow: Use the video examples to play exercises at a comfortable tempo before speeding1.

up.



Focus on Consistency: Aim for steady, even bass notes that don’t rush or drag.2.

Use a Metronome: Practicing with a metronome improves timing and helps internalize the3.

groove.

Record Yourself: Listening back to your playing reveals areas that need improvement.4.

Experiment with Dynamics: Try varying your finger pressure to add emotion and expression.5.

These strategies, combined with the structured lessons from the 2nd edition, build a strong foundation

for confident fingerpicking.

Integrating the Alternating Bass Method into Your Playing

Once you’re comfortable with the basic alternating bass patterns, the next step is to integrate them

seamlessly into your own music. Here are some ways to do that:

Improvise Bass Lines

Use the thumb’s alternating motion as a base to experiment with different bass note choices, such as

adding passing tones or walking bass lines. This adds interest and variety to your fingerpicking.

Combine with Other Fingerstyle Techniques

Blend alternating bass with hammer-ons, pull-offs, and slides to create richer textures. The 2nd edition

lessons encourage players to explore these variations through video demonstrations.



Play Along with Backing Tracks

Practice the alternating bass patterns over backing tracks or jam with other musicians to develop real-

world timing and adaptability.

Why Video Examples Are Game-Changers for Learning

Fingerpicking

Traditional guitar books often rely on notation and tablature, which can leave some players guessing

about hand positioning or feel. The inclusion of video examples in this 2nd edition addresses these

challenges head-on.

Seeing the instructor’s hand movements in real time helps learners:

- Understand the correct thumb angle and motion.

- Visualize finger placement for picking melody notes.

- Recognize common pitfalls, like unwanted string noise.

- Appreciate the subtle nuances of timing and articulation.

This multi-sensory learning approach accelerates skill acquisition and deepens understanding.

---

If you’re eager to develop a solid alternating bass technique that will serve as the foundation for

countless songs and styles, the alternating bass guitar method fingerpicking lessons complete with

video examples 2nd edition offers a comprehensive, interactive path forward. By combining clear

instruction, practical exercises, and engaging video content, this method equips guitarists with the tools

to master fingerpicking and confidently bring rhythm and melody together. Whether you’re playing solo

or supporting a band, this approach enhances your musical expression and technical prowess.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the 'Alternating Bass Guitar Method Fingerpicking Lessons

Complete with Video Examples 2nd Edition'?

It is an instructional book and video package designed to teach guitarists how to master the alternating

bass fingerpicking technique, featuring updated lessons and video examples in its second edition.

Who is the target audience for the 2nd Edition of this guitar method?

The method is ideal for beginner to intermediate guitar players who want to learn or improve their

fingerpicking skills specifically focusing on alternating bass patterns.

What improvements were made in the 2nd Edition compared to the

first?

The 2nd Edition includes additional video examples, refined lesson structures, new exercises, and

updated tablature to enhance learning and provide clearer demonstrations.

Does the 2nd Edition include video tutorials, and how are they

accessed?

Yes, the 2nd Edition comes with video examples accessible via online streaming links or digital

downloads provided with the book to supplement the written lessons.

What styles of music can be learned using the alternating bass guitar

method in this book?

The method covers fingerpicking techniques applicable to various styles such as folk, country, blues,

and acoustic pop, focusing on alternating bass patterns.



How long does it typically take to see progress using this fingerpicking

method?

With consistent practice, learners can expect to see noticeable improvement in their alternating bass

fingerpicking skills within a few weeks to a couple of months.

Are there any prerequisites for using the alternating bass guitar

method fingerpicking lessons?

Basic knowledge of guitar chords and strumming is helpful, but the method is designed to be

accessible for beginners willing to learn fingerpicking techniques.

Can this method be used for electric guitar players as well as acoustic

guitarists?

Yes, the fingerpicking techniques taught in the method are applicable to both acoustic and electric

guitar players looking to develop their alternating bass skills.

Where can I purchase the 'Alternating Bass Guitar Method

Fingerpicking Lessons Complete with Video Examples 2nd Edition'?

The method is available through major online retailers such as Amazon, music stores, and sometimes

directly from the publisher's website.

Additional Resources

**Mastering the Art of Alternating Bass Guitar Fingerpicking: A Review of the 2nd Edition with Video

Examples**

alternating bass guitar method fingerpicking lessons complete with video examples 2nd edition offers



a comprehensive and structured approach for guitarists seeking to refine their fingerpicking technique.

This updated instructional resource combines detailed theoretical explanations with practical

demonstrations, providing learners a well-rounded experience. The 2nd edition stands out not only for

its clarity but also for integrating modern digital content that enhances the traditional learning process.

In this review, we explore the key features, pedagogical strengths, and potential areas of improvement

of the alternating bass guitar method fingerpicking lessons complete with video examples 2nd edition.

By analyzing how this resource addresses common challenges in fingerstyle guitar playing, especially

the alternating bass technique, we aim to provide a nuanced perspective for both beginners and

intermediate players.

Exploring the Alternating Bass Guitar Method: What Sets This

Edition Apart?

The alternating bass guitar method is fundamental in various musical genres, including folk, country,

and blues. It involves playing bass notes in a rhythmic pattern that alternates between different strings,

typically the root and fifth of a chord, while simultaneously fingerpicking melody or harmony lines. This

technique creates a fuller sound, mimicking the effect of two musicians playing simultaneously.

The 2nd edition of this fingerpicking lesson series elevates traditional methods by integrating video

examples, which serve as an invaluable tool for visual learners. Unlike mere tablature or written

instructions, video lessons allow students to observe finger placement, hand movement, and timing

nuances in real-time. This multimedia approach addresses a common limitation in guitar

education—translating static notation into dynamic performance.

Comprehensive Curriculum Tailored for Progressive Skill Development

One of the strengths of this edition lies in its well-organized curriculum. The lessons progress logically,



starting from foundational concepts such as basic fingerpicking patterns and proper hand positioning to

more complex alternating bass rhythms and syncopations.

Key topics covered include:

Understanding the role of the thumb in establishing the bass line

Techniques for maintaining steady rhythm and timing

Integration of melody and harmony with the bass pattern

Exercises to improve finger independence and coordination

Stylistic variations across genres like bluegrass and folk

This structured approach facilitates incremental learning, which is critical for mastering the coordination

required in alternating bass fingerpicking. Moreover, the inclusion of practice routines and exercises

encourages consistent skill reinforcement.

Video Examples: Enhancing Learning Through Visual and Auditory Cues

The hallmark of the 2nd edition is the inclusion of high-quality video tutorials accompanying each

lesson. These videos serve multiple pedagogical purposes:

Visual Demonstration: Students can see exact finger placements and strumming patterns,1.

reducing ambiguity that often arises from written tabs.



Auditory Reference: Hearing the intended sound helps learners develop an accurate ear for2.

rhythm and tone.

Slow-Motion and Looping: Certain videos offer slow-motion segments and looping options,3.

allowing students to focus on challenging sections.

By combining these elements, the lessons cater to diverse learning styles and promote more effective

practice sessions.

Comparative Analysis: How Does This Method Stack Up

Against Other Fingerpicking Resources?

When compared to other fingerpicking tutorials available in print or online, the alternating bass guitar

method fingerpicking lessons complete with video examples 2nd edition shows notable advantages:

Integrated Multimedia: While many instructional books rely solely on text and tablature, the

addition of video content bridges the gap between theory and practice.

Genre Versatility: The lessons cover a broader range of musical styles than some single-genre

focused resources, making it suitable for players with diverse interests.

Focus on Bass Alternation: Many fingerpicking courses emphasize melody or chordal patterns

but do not highlight bass patterns explicitly. This method ensures learners grasp the rhythmic

foundation critical to fingerstyle playing.



However, some competitors offer interactive apps with real-time feedback, which this edition currently

lacks. For learners seeking immediate correction or gamified practice, this might be a limitation.

Pros and Cons Summary

Pros: Clear progression, high-quality video content, emphasis on foundational bass techniques,

versatile genre coverage.

Cons: No interactive feedback mechanisms, may require supplementary resources for advanced

improvisation techniques, occasional technical jargon that could challenge absolute beginners.

Practical Applications and Target Audience

This instructional series is especially beneficial for guitarists who have mastered basic strumming and

wish to delve into fingerstyle playing with a focus on alternating bass patterns. It suits:

Self-taught players seeking structured guidance

Music students aiming to enhance their rhythmic precision

Teachers looking for a resource with multimedia support

Intermediate players transitioning from simple fingerpicking to more complex arrangements



Moreover, the lessons encourage users to apply alternating bass techniques in various musical

contexts, from solo performances to accompaniment roles in bands.

Technical Considerations and Learning Curve

Mastering alternating bass fingerpicking demands dexterity, timing, and coordination. This method

addresses these challenges by breaking down complex movements into manageable exercises.

However, learners should anticipate a moderate learning curve, especially when synchronizing thumb

bass lines with finger melody plucking.

Patience and consistent practice are essential. The video examples assist in troubleshooting common

issues such as uneven rhythm or finger fatigue, making this method accessible without compromising

depth.

Final Thoughts on the Alternating Bass Guitar Method

Fingerpicking Lessons 2nd Edition

The alternating bass guitar method fingerpicking lessons complete with video examples 2nd edition

represents a significant advancement in guitar pedagogy by marrying traditional instruction with

modern technology. Its clear emphasis on alternating bass technique fills a niche often overlooked in

mainstream fingerpicking courses.

While it may not replace interactive platforms offering instant feedback, its comprehensive curriculum,

combined with high-quality video demonstrations, makes it a valuable tool for serious learners focused

on refining their fingerstyle guitar skills. For those committed to mastering the alternating bass method,

this edition offers a reliable and effective pathway.
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  alternating bass guitar method fingerpicking lessons complete with video examples 2nd
edition: Progressive Guitar Method - Fingerpicking Muzician.com, Gary Turner, 2023-03-24 For
beginner fingerpicking guitarists. Introduces right hand fingerpicking patterns that can be used as
an accompaniment to any chord, chord progression or song. Covers alternate thumb, arpeggio and
constant bass styles.
  alternating bass guitar method fingerpicking lessons complete with video examples 2nd
edition: Progressive Fingerpicking Guitar Muzician.com, Gary Turner, Brenton White,
2023-03-24 For beginner fingerpicking players. Provides the student with essential fingerpicking
patterns, as used by modern folk and acoustic guitarists. The fingerpicking patterns are universal in
that they may be applied to all chord progressions involving open, bar or jazz chords.
  alternating bass guitar method fingerpicking lessons complete with video examples 2nd
edition: Bowker's Complete Video Directory 2001 , 2001
  alternating bass guitar method fingerpicking lessons complete with video examples 2nd
edition: Bowker's Complete Video Directory , 2000
  alternating bass guitar method fingerpicking lessons complete with video examples 2nd
edition: The Software Encyclopedia 2001 , 2001
  alternating bass guitar method fingerpicking lessons complete with video examples 2nd
edition: Facets Video Encyclopedia Catherine Foley, Milos Stehlik, 1999 Calling it 'a virtual
cinemath'que on video', the Telluride Film Festival gave its coveted Silver Medallion award to Facets
Video Encyclopedia. The Encyclopedia lists more than 35,000 rare films on video, laser disc and
DVD. Included are foreign, independent, classic American, silent, documentary, experimental, cult
and children's films. Each is carefully described and lists director, country of origin, year and
running time credits and is categorized and cross-referenced by director and country. All films are
available for sale or rent from Facets Multimedia.
  alternating bass guitar method fingerpicking lessons complete with video examples 2nd
edition: Frets , 1986
  alternating bass guitar method fingerpicking lessons complete with video examples 2nd
edition: Tragedii͡a sovetskoĭ derevni , 1999
  alternating bass guitar method fingerpicking lessons complete with video examples 2nd
edition: Words on Cassette , 1997
  alternating bass guitar method fingerpicking lessons complete with video examples 2nd
edition: Alternating Bass Guitar Method Nicola Mandorino, 2015-02-01 Through the study of this
method you will quickly master the fingerpicking technique. It is not a simple exposition of tedious
exercises but rather a course of interest and learning. It will guide you through a step by step
process that will allow the execution of complete songs of average technical difficulty. Is not
important that you have a high level of ability at the start. The book is designed so that even
absolute beginners can learn from using it. Every aspect of the technique is explained in detail and
all the fingerings and techniques used are clearly indicated. The book is divided into three levels of
increasing difficulty: - The first level is for absolute beginners and in it are numerous combinations
of fingerings for the right hand. - The second level introduces new incremental technical difficulties
and the first simple complete songs. - In the third level some intermediate guitar techniques are
explained with some songs using these techniques. The method is completely written in tablature to
be readily accessible to all students, many of whom can not read music. The use of tablature will
allow everyone to play the music and do the exercises very quickly. Not only beginners but also
intermediate level guitarists can find, especially in the second and third levels, exercises and songs
useful to refine the technique of alternating bass. Once you have completed the book you will have
acquired the basic technical skills needed to approach the study of advanced level songs
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  alternating bass guitar method fingerpicking lessons complete with video examples 2nd
edition: Complete Fingerstyle Guitar Method Lou Manzi, 1996-08 If you've been inspired to begin
playing fingerstyle guitar or are an experienced player wanting to enhance your knowledge, this
book is the perfect place to start. Using standard music notation and TAB, the examples guide you
through basic chord theory, modes, drop-D tuning, alternating bass and more. The online audio and
video provide lessons and demonstrations of the examples in the book. 96 pages.
  alternating bass guitar method fingerpicking lessons complete with video examples 2nd
edition: Bass Guitar Primer Book for Beginners Bert Casey, 2018-07-12 Bass Guitar Primer
Book for Beginners with Online Video & Audio Access by Bert Casey is the most complete and easy
to understand beginning bass method available today. These beginner lessons cover correct left &
right hand technique as well as parts of the bass, alternating bass notes, two beat, eighth notes,
walking patterns, common rock & roll riffs, and complete discussion of theory as it applies to the
bass. After learning how to play notes, you will move on to the songbook portion of the course and
start learning how to play simple patterns and easy songs like Johnny B. Goode and La Bamba.
Playing along with a full band to 13 different songs helps the student work on their rhythm along
with learning the basics of playing bass guitar. This course includes video instruction and audio
tracks that can also be accessed online. - Watch & Learn, Inc.
  alternating bass guitar method fingerpicking lessons complete with video examples 2nd
edition: Progressive Bass Muzician.com, Gary Turner, Brenton White, 2023-03-24 For beginner
bass guitar guitarists. Teaches licks incorporating modern rock and pop styles and shows you how to
create your own bass lines. Special emphasis is placed on riffs, scales and arpeggios, techniques,
music reading and theory as it relates to the bass guitar.
  alternating bass guitar method fingerpicking lessons complete with video examples 2nd
edition: Guitar Lessons for Beginners LearnToPlayMusic.com, Gary Turner, 2013-12-04 Teach
yourself how to play guitar with our easy guitar lessons for beginners. ***Comes with online access
to free guitar videos and audio demonstrating all examples. See and hear how each one is played by
a teacher, then play along with the backing band. Also includes music score animation for easy
music learning.*** ...I've used this book for about eight years and I give it five stars both for teachers
and beginning students! - Guitar Guy (Virginia) [Amazon] Progressive Beginner Guitar contains all
you need to know to start learning to be a great guitar player - in one easy-to-follow, lesson-by-lesson
guitar tutorial. Suitable for all ages and all types of guitars including acoustic guitar and electric
guitar. No prior knowledge of how to read music or playing the guitar is required to teach yourself
to learn to play guitar from this book. Teach yourself: ́ How to play rhythm guitar and how to play
lead guitar ́ How to play guitar chords for beginners and rhythm guitar strumming patterns ́ How to
play beginner guitar notes and beginner guitar scales used in lead guitar solos, riffs and licks ́ All the
fundamental techniques of guitar playing ́ How to read guitar tabs for beginners ́ Guitar theory for
learning how to read guitar music for beginners including key signatures, time signatures, sharps
and flats, ties, rests and major scales ́ How to tune a guitar ́ Guitar tips and guitar tricks that every
player should know when learning guitar ́ Shortcuts for how to learn guitar fast by getting the most
from guitar practice sessions Contains everything you need to know to learn to play the guitar today.
Features include: ́ Progressive step-by-step easy beginners guitar lessons written by a professional
guitar teacher ́ Full color photos and diagrams ́ Easy-to-read guitar music for beginners, guitar
chords for beginners and easy guitar tabs for beginners covering both melody and chord playing ́
Guitar chord chart containing formulas and chord diagrams for all important guitar chords ́ 60
guitar exercises, guitar chord progressions and popular easy guitar songs for beginners in rock
guitar, country guitar, folk guitar, blues guitar and pop guitar styles Beginner guitar lessons have
never been this easy for anyone who wants to learn how to play the guitar, fast.
LearnToPlayMusic.com's guitar lessons for beginners are used by students and guitar teachers
worldwide to learn how to play guitar. For over 30 years, our team of professional authors,
composers and musicians have crafted guitar lesson books that are a cut above the rest. We offer a
huge selection of music instruction books that cover many different instruments and styles in print,



eBook and app formats. Awarded the 'Quality Excellence Design' (QED) seal of approval for eBook
innovation, LearnToPlayMusic.com continues to set the standard for quality music education
resources.
  alternating bass guitar method fingerpicking lessons complete with video examples 2nd
edition: The 5 Lesson Bass Guitar Method Gary U Petrin, 2020-10-05 The 5 Lesson Bass Guitar
Method is an Interactive eBook designed to familiarize beginners with five very important aspects of
playing the bass guitar. An effective and simplified method that will help you get started playing the
bass guitar quickly. Lessons include: Learning the names of the notes and strings, basics of reading
tablature, basic walks / runs / fills, root notes, picking exercises, scale patterns, and some final notes
on equipment, practice tips and suggestions. There are links to numerous video clips, handouts, and
information to help create an Interactive experience. Read the information in the booklet, and click
on the links to view the video lessons. This is the best method for beginners that have the ambition
to move on to bigger and better things on the bass guitar. Get your copy now!
  alternating bass guitar method fingerpicking lessons complete with video examples 2nd
edition: Hal Leonard Electric Bass Method - Complete Edition Ed Friedland, 1996-04-01 (Bass
Method). The Hal Leonard Bass Method is designed for anyone just learning to play electric bass. It
is based on years of teaching bass students of all ages and it also reflects some of the best bass
teaching ideas from around the world. This special edition contains Books 1, 2, & 3 of the Second
Edition Hal Leonard Bass Method.
  alternating bass guitar method fingerpicking lessons complete with video examples 2nd
edition: Hal Leonard Bass Method Book 1 Ed Friedland, 1996-04-01 (Bass Method). The Hal
Leonard Bass Method is designed for anyone just learning to play electric bass. It is based on years
of teaching bass students of all ages, and it also reflects some of the best bass teaching ideas from
around the world! The second edition has been totally revised and features all new engravings and
photos. The books have been updated to meet the needs of today's bass students by renowned
bassist and author Ed Friedland. Book 1 teaches: tuning, playing position; musical symbols; notes
within the first five frets; common bass lines, patterns and rhythms; rhythms through eighth notes;
playing tips and techniques; more than 100 great songs, riffs and examples; and more!
  alternating bass guitar method fingerpicking lessons complete with video examples 2nd
edition: Hal Leonard Bass Method Book 1 - Deluxe Beginner Edition with Access to Audio Examples
and Video Lessons Online by Ed Friedland Ed Friedland, 2022-10-11 Beginner Bass Guitar
Instruction
  alternating bass guitar method fingerpicking lessons complete with video examples 2nd
edition: Fingerpicking Guitar Rick McKeon, 2020-08-12 Have you ever wondered how the old blues
guys got that hard-driving bluesy, ragtime sound? Well, it's all about a solid alternating bass with a
syncopated melody on top. With this book and the online video lessons, I will teach you how to play
like that!
  alternating bass guitar method fingerpicking lessons complete with video examples 2nd
edition: Bass Chops Jon Liebman, 2019-09-01 (Bass Instruction). Bass Chops covers a cross section
of musical genres with a unique step-by-step approach for strengthening your overall facility on the
instrument. The lessons in this book include standard notation, tab, fingerings, and video
demonstrations, and are presented in theme-and-variation format a highly effective approach to
learning bass that has become very popular with students. Each lesson allows you to move at your
own pace, beginning with a simple groove and gradually becoming moe intricate and complex as the
lesson progresses. Styles include blues, jazz, rock, fusion, R&B, and slapping. The price of the book
includes nearly two hours of video demonstrations of every example in the book, performed by the
author himself! Access the videos online, for download or streaming, using the unique code
provided.
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