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1958 Evinrude 18 HP Fastwin Manual: A Thorough Guide to Your Classic Outboard Engine

1958 evinrude 18 hp fastwin manual is more than just a piece of paper; it’s a vital
resource for enthusiasts, restorers, and anyone lucky enough to own this iconic outboard
motor. Whether you’re diving into the world of vintage boating or you’ve recently acquired
a 1958 Evinrude 18 HP Fastwin, having access to the right information can make all the
difference in keeping your engine running smoothly and preserving its historical value.

In this article, we’ll explore everything you need to know about the 1958 Evinrude 18 HP
Fastwin manual—from understanding its significance and contents to tips on maintenance
and restoration. We’ll also shed light on some common issues and how the manual can be
your best friend in tackling them.

Understanding the 1958 Evinrude 18 HP Fastwin

The Evinrude Fastwin series has long been celebrated for its durability, efficiency, and
classic design. The 18 horsepower model from 1958 holds a special place in the hearts of
boating aficionados due to its reliable two-stroke engine and straightforward mechanics.
Unlike modern outboards packed with electronic controls, the Fastwin’s simplicity makes
it approachable for DIY maintenance and restoration projects.

The Legacy of the Fastwin Engine

Evinrude’s Fastwin motors were designed to deliver dependable power for small to
medium-sized boats, making them popular among fishermen and recreational boaters
during the mid-20th century. The 18 HP Fastwin model balanced power and portability,
featuring a lightweight aluminum housing and a manual start system that required no
battery.

This engine’s robust construction allowed many units to remain operational decades after
their manufacture, provided they were properly maintained—a process where the 1958
evinrude 18 hp fastwin manual becomes indispensable.

What Does the 1958 Evinrude 18 HP Fastwin
Manual Include?

Having the original or a high-quality reproduction of the 1958 evinrude 18 hp fastwin
manual equips owners with detailed technical information vital for maintenance,
troubleshooting, and repair.



Key Sections in the Manual

Engine Specifications: Details on engine dimensions, horsepower, compression
ratios, and fuel requirements.

Operating Instructions: Step-by-step guidance on starting, running, and stopping
the outboard motor safely.

Routine Maintenance: Recommended schedules for oil changes, lubrication points,
and inspection routines.

Troubleshooting Guide: Common problems and their solutions, such as starting
difficulties, overheating, or fuel system issues.

Parts Diagrams: Exploded views of the engine components to assist with
disassembly and parts replacement.

Repair Procedures: Instructions on rebuilding carburetors, adjusting timing, and
replacing gaskets or seals.

This comprehensive coverage ensures that users can approach their Fastwin with
confidence, whether they’re beginners or seasoned mechanics.

Why the 1958 Evinrude 18 HP Fastwin Manual is
Essential for Restoration

Restoring a vintage outboard motor demands precision and care. The manual is a treasure
trove for collectors and restorers aiming to bring their 1958 Evinrude 18 HP Fastwin back
to its original glory.

Accurate Specifications Preserve Authenticity

Using the manual’s exact specifications helps maintain the engine’s originality by ensuring
the correct parts and settings are applied. For instance, knowing the precise carburetor
jet sizes or ignition timing parameters prevents guesswork that could damage the engine
or reduce performance.

Guidance on Sourcing Parts and Components

While many parts for a 1958 Evinrude motor may be scarce, the manual’s detailed
diagrams and part numbers can assist in finding compatible replacements or fabricating



custom components. It also helps in identifying which parts are critical to keep authentic
versus those that can be modernized.

Step-by-Step Repairs Make Restoration Manageable

For those new to vintage outboards, the manual breaks down complex repairs into
manageable steps. From adjusting the throttle linkage to tuning the fuel mixture, these
instructions reduce frustration and increase chances of success.

Maintaining Your 1958 Evinrude 18 HP Fastwin:
Tips and Tricks

Keeping a classic outboard motor like the 1958 Evinrude 18 HP Fastwin running smoothly
involves routine care guided by the manual. Here are some practical tips inspired by the
manual that can extend the life of your engine.

Fuel and Oil Mixture

The Fastwin uses a two-stroke engine, meaning fuel and oil must be mixed properly. The
manual specifies the correct oil-to-fuel ratio, which is critical to prevent engine wear or
fouling. Using high-quality two-stroke oil and fresh gasoline can dramatically improve
performance.

Regular Lubrication

The manual outlines various lubrication points, such as the throttle shaft, shift linkage,
and the lower unit’s gear case. Applying marine grease or oil at recommended intervals
reduces friction and prevents corrosion.

Cooling System Care

Since the Fastwin relies on water cooling, ensuring the water intake ports are clear of
debris is essential. The manual advises flushing the cooling system with fresh water after
saltwater use to avoid salt buildup, which can clog the impeller and cause overheating.

Storage and Winterizing

Proper off-season storage is critical to avoid damage. The manual recommends draining
fuel, fogging the engine cylinders, and storing the motor in a dry, protected environment.



Following these steps can prevent rust and fuel varnish from compromising engine
components.

Troubleshooting Common Issues with the 1958
Evinrude 18 HP Fastwin

Even with diligent maintenance, vintage outboards can develop problems. The 1958
evinrude 18 hp fastwin manual is an excellent resource for diagnosing these issues.

Engine Won’t Start

Causes might include stale fuel, clogged carburetors, or spark plug problems. The manual
guides users through systematic checks—cleaning jets, inspecting spark plugs, and
verifying fuel flow—to pinpoint the root cause.

Overheating

Often related to blocked water intakes or a failing impeller, overheating risks serious
engine damage. The manual explains how to disassemble the water pump housing to
inspect and replace the impeller.

Poor Performance or Rough Running

This can be due to incorrect fuel mixture, ignition timing issues, or carburetor
adjustments. The manual’s tuning instructions help optimize engine settings for smooth
operation.

Where to Find the 1958 Evinrude 18 HP Fastwin
Manual

Locating an original 1958 evinrude 18 hp fastwin manual might seem daunting, but there
are several avenues to explore:

Online Marketplaces: Websites like eBay often list original manuals or high-quality
reproductions.

Boating Forums and Communities: Vintage outboard groups frequently share
scans or PDFs of manuals.



Marine Libraries and Museums: These institutions sometimes provide access to
historical manuals either physically or digitally.

Aftermarket Publishers: Companies specializing in marine manuals may have
reprints or updated guides.

When acquiring a manual, ensure it matches your specific model year and horsepower
rating to avoid discrepancies.

Final Thoughts on the 1958 Evinrude 18 HP
Fastwin Manual

Owning a 1958 Evinrude 18 HP Fastwin is like holding a piece of boating history, and the
manual is your roadmap to unlocking its full potential. Whether you’re tuning it for the
summer, embarking on a full restoration, or simply enjoying the nostalgia of a classic
outboard, having the manual at hand enriches the experience.

With detailed instructions, technical insights, and troubleshooting advice, this manual
empowers you to keep your Fastwin running for years to come—bridging the past and
present on every adventure across the water.

Frequently Asked Questions

Where can I find a PDF manual for the 1958 Evinrude
18 HP Fastwin outboard motor?
You can find a PDF manual for the 1958 Evinrude 18 HP Fastwin on vintage outboard
motor forums, dedicated boating manual websites, or by contacting Evinrude's customer
support for classic engine manuals.

What are common maintenance tips for a 1958 Evinrude
18 HP Fastwin outboard engine?
Common maintenance tips include regularly checking and replacing the spark plugs,
inspecting and cleaning the carburetor, flushing the engine with fresh water after use,
lubricating moving parts, and ensuring the fuel system is clean and free of debris.

How do I troubleshoot starting issues on a 1958
Evinrude 18 HP Fastwin motor?
To troubleshoot starting issues, check the fuel supply and quality, inspect the spark plugs
for fouling, verify that the ignition system is functioning properly, ensure the choke and



throttle are set correctly, and examine the compression of the engine cylinders.

What type of fuel and oil mixture is recommended for
the 1958 Evinrude 18 HP Fastwin?
The 1958 Evinrude 18 HP Fastwin typically requires a two-stroke fuel mixture, commonly
a 50:1 ratio of gasoline to two-stroke oil, but it's best to consult the specific manual for
exact fuel and oil mixture recommendations.

Where can I buy replacement parts for a 1958 Evinrude
18 HP Fastwin outboard motor?
Replacement parts can be purchased from specialized vintage outboard motor parts
suppliers, online marketplaces like eBay, boating forums, or through authorized Evinrude
dealers who may offer parts for classic engines.

Are there any modern upgrades or modifications
compatible with the 1958 Evinrude 18 HP Fastwin?
Some enthusiasts upgrade ignition components to electronic ignition systems for improved
reliability, replace old fuel lines with modern materials, and install modern carburetor
rebuild kits. However, it's important to maintain the engine's originality if you want to
preserve its classic value.

Additional Resources
1958 Evinrude 18 HP Fastwin Manual: A Comprehensive Review and Analysis

1958 evinrude 18 hp fastwin manual represents an essential resource for enthusiasts,
restorers, and marine mechanics who engage with vintage outboard motors. This manual
not only provides detailed technical information but also serves as a historical document
reflecting the engineering standards and recreational boating culture of the late 1950s.
The 1958 Evinrude 18 HP Fastwin, a model revered for its durability and performance,
benefits greatly from the clarity and depth found within its original manual, making it a
critical asset for maintaining, repairing, and understanding this classic outboard engine.

Historical Significance of the 1958 Evinrude 18
HP Fastwin

In the post-war era, recreational boating experienced a surge in popularity, and Evinrude
was at the forefront of outboard motor innovation. The 1958 Evinrude 18 HP Fastwin was
a notable model in their lineup, designed to offer a balance between power and portability.
The Fastwin series combined a reliable 18 horsepower engine with advanced features for
its time, such as improved carburetion and enhanced cooling systems. The manual that



accompanies this model provides critical insights into these features and the operational
guidelines necessary to keep the motor running optimally.

The 1958 Evinrude 18 HP Fastwin manual is more than just a set of instructions; it
encapsulates the mechanical philosophy and craftsmanship of the era. From detailed
diagrams to troubleshooting advice, the manual enables users to navigate the complexities
of a two-stroke engine, a technology that remains relevant for vintage boat collectors and
restorers.

Technical Breakdown of the 1958 Evinrude 18 HP
Fastwin

Understanding the specifications and mechanical layout is paramount when dealing with
any vintage outboard engine. The 1958 Evinrude 18 HP Fastwin manual offers
comprehensive technical data, including:

Engine Type: Two-stroke, single-cylinder engine

Horsepower: 18 HP at approximately 4500 RPM

Fuel System: Carbureted, with specific jetting information for varying conditions

Ignition: Magneto ignition system designed for reliability without battery
dependency

Cooling System: Water-cooled via a pump driven by the crankshaft

Lubrication: Pre-mix fuel and oil system, typical of two-stroke engines

This technical information, detailed in the manual, is critical for maintaining engine health
and achieving optimal performance. The manual’s step-by-step assembly and disassembly
instructions, combined with exploded parts diagrams, aid in the precise identification and
replacement of worn or damaged components.

Comparative Analysis: 1958 Evinrude 18 HP Fastwin vs.
Contemporary Outboards

When compared to modern outboard engines, the 1958 Evinrude 18 HP Fastwin embodies
a simpler yet robust design philosophy. Contemporary engines often feature four-stroke
technology, electronic fuel injection, and computerized ignition systems, which enhance
efficiency and reduce emissions. However, the Fastwin’s straightforward mechanical setup
makes it more accessible for amateur mechanics and vintage enthusiasts who value hands-
on maintenance.



The manual’s detailed procedural guidance contrasts with modern digital repair manuals,
emphasizing analog diagnostic techniques such as spark plug inspection and manual
carburetor tuning. This can be advantageous for those seeking to preserve the
authenticity of their vintage engines without relying on electronic diagnostic tools.

Key Features Highlighted in the 1958 Evinrude 18
HP Fastwin Manual

The manual’s content meticulously covers various aspects of the engine’s operation and
maintenance. Among its key features are:

Routine Maintenance Procedures: Clear instructions on cleaning, lubrication, and1.
adjustment routines to prolong engine life.

Troubleshooting Guide: A systematic approach to diagnosing common issues such2.
as hard starting, overheating, and fuel delivery problems.

Parts Identification: Detailed exploded views of the engine components facilitate3.
accurate ordering and replacement.

Safety Warnings: Emphasizes safe handling, including fuel storage and engine4.
operation precautions.

Performance Tuning: Guidelines for carburetor jetting and timing adjustments to5.
optimize power output depending on environmental conditions.

Each section is crafted to provide clarity and precision, essential for users who rely solely
on printed manuals for guidance. This quality of documentation is a testament to
Evinrude’s commitment to customer support during that period.

Challenges and Limitations of the 1958 Evinrude 18 HP
Fastwin Manual

While the manual is comprehensive for its time, certain limitations should be
acknowledged. The language and technical jargon, although industry-standard in 1958,
may pose a learning curve for modern readers unfamiliar with mid-century mechanical
terminology. Additionally, the manual assumes a baseline mechanical aptitude; absolute
novices might find certain procedures challenging without supplementary visual aids or
hands-on guidance.

Furthermore, sourcing original or compatible parts for the 1958 Evinrude 18 HP Fastwin
can be difficult, and the manual does not address modern alternatives or aftermarket
options. This gap necessitates a level of resourcefulness and networking within vintage



marine communities.

Practical Applications and User Experience

For boat owners and mechanics dealing with classic outboards, the 1958 Evinrude 18 HP
Fastwin manual is an indispensable tool. It supports preservation efforts, enabling users to
maintain operational reliability and authenticity. The manual’s clarity in explaining the
two-stroke engine’s idiosyncrasies empowers users to perform routine tune-ups and
repairs without costly professional intervention.

Users who have restored the 1958 Evinrude 18 HP Fastwin report that adherence to the
manual’s guidance significantly improves engine performance and extends operational
lifespan. The ability to identify wear patterns and adjust carburetion according to the
manual’s recommendations proves especially valuable in achieving smooth acceleration
and fuel efficiency.

Where to Find the 1958 Evinrude 18 HP Fastwin Manual

Given its vintage status, original copies of the 1958 Evinrude 18 HP Fastwin manual may
be scarce. However, several avenues exist for obtaining this crucial document:

Online Marine Forums and Classic Boat Communities: Enthusiast groups often
share scanned copies or direct buyers to reputable sources.

Specialized Vintage Marine Literature Retailers: Vendors focus on out-of-print
manuals and may offer reprints.

Digital Archives and Auction Sites: Platforms like eBay occasionally list original
manuals or reproductions.

Prospective buyers should verify the completeness and authenticity of the manual version
to ensure it corresponds to the 1958 Fastwin model, as Evinrude produced multiple
variants throughout the years.

Final Thoughts on Utilizing the 1958 Evinrude 18
HP Fastwin Manual

Engaging with the 1958 Evinrude 18 HP Fastwin manual offers a window into the
mechanical artistry of mid-20th-century outboard motors. Its detailed instructions and
technical insights provide invaluable support for anyone dedicated to preserving or
operating this classic engine. While modern technology has vastly changed marine



propulsion, the manual remains a beacon of clear, practical knowledge that bridges the
past and present for vintage boating enthusiasts.
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