
religion and the law
Religion and the Law: Navigating the Complex Intersection

religion and the law have shared a complex and sometimes contentious
relationship throughout history. From ancient codes influenced by religious
doctrines to modern legal systems that must balance freedom of belief with
public order, this intersection remains a vital area of discussion.
Understanding how religion and the law interact helps clarify how societies
protect individual rights while maintaining social cohesion.

The Historical Roots of Religion and Legal
Systems

Long before the modern concept of secular law emerged, religious principles
were often the foundation of legal codes. For instance, the Code of
Hammurabi, one of the earliest known legal documents, contains elements that
reflect religious authority. Similarly, many societies based their laws on
religious texts such as the Torah, the Quran, or the Christian Bible.

These religious laws governed not only spiritual matters but also everyday
life — from marriage and inheritance to criminal justice. The fusion of
religion and governance was natural in societies where religious leaders held
significant power, and divine authority was intertwined with political
control.

Religious Law vs. Secular Law

Today, the modern legal landscape generally distinguishes between religious
law and secular law. Religious law refers to rules derived from sacred texts
and traditions specific to a faith community — like Sharia in Islam, Halakha
in Judaism, or Canon law in Christianity. Secular law, on the other hand, is
created by governments and applies universally to all citizens, regardless of
belief.

This distinction is essential in pluralistic societies where multiple
religious groups coexist alongside non-religious citizens. Secular laws are
designed to be neutral, ensuring equality before the law without privileging
any single belief system. However, tensions can arise when religious laws or
practices clash with secular legal norms or constitutional principles.



Freedom of Religion and Legal Protections

One of the cornerstone principles in many democracies is the freedom of
religion. This right guarantees individuals the liberty to practice their
faith, change religions, or live without religious affiliation. Legal
protections for religious freedom are embedded in international human rights
instruments like the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and constitutions
worldwide.

Balancing Religious Freedom and Public Interest

Although freedom of religion is fundamental, it is not absolute. Laws often
include limitations to prevent harm or protect public safety, health, and
morals. For example, a religious practice that involves harm to others or
violates criminal law cannot be legally justified solely on religious
grounds.

Courts frequently face challenging cases where they must weigh an
individual’s or group’s religious rights against competing interests. These
disputes can involve issues like the right to wear religious symbols,
religious exemptions from certain laws, or conflicts over religious education
in public schools.

Key Legal Challenges at the Intersection of
Religion and the Law

Several contemporary issues illustrate how religion and the law continue to
intersect in complex ways.

Religious Exemptions in Employment and Healthcare

A common legal battleground involves religious exemptions, especially in
workplaces and healthcare settings. For example, some employees seek
accommodation for religious dress codes or time off for religious holidays.
Employers must balance these requests with operational needs and anti-
discrimination laws.

Similarly, healthcare providers sometimes request religious exemptions from
procedures they object to on moral grounds, such as abortion or euthanasia.
Courts and legislatures grapple with how to respect these beliefs without
compromising patient rights and access to care.



Religious Symbols and Expressions in Public Spaces

The display of religious symbols in public institutions like schools, courts,
or government buildings often triggers debate. Some argue that such displays
promote a particular religion, violating the principle of state neutrality.
Others maintain that banning religious symbols infringes on individual
freedoms.

Legal rulings on this issue vary widely by country and cultural context,
reflecting differing approaches to secularism and multiculturalism.

Marriage, Family Law, and Religion

Family law is another area where religion and the law often intersect.
Religious communities may have their own rules governing marriage, divorce,
and child custody that sometimes conflict with civil laws. Issues arise when
a religious marriage is not recognized by the state or when religious divorce
procedures do not align with legal requirements.

Navigating these differences requires careful legal frameworks that respect
religious traditions while protecting individuals’ rights under civil law.

How Courts Handle Religion and the Law

Judiciaries play a pivotal role in interpreting how religion and the law
coexist. Courts often rely on principles like the separation of church and
state, religious neutrality, and proportionality to resolve conflicts.

Landmark Court Cases

Numerous landmark court cases highlight the evolving relationship between
religion and law. For instance, in the United States, cases like Employment
Division v. Smith set precedents on religious exemptions, while Burwell v.
Hobby Lobby addressed religious objections to healthcare mandates.

These rulings illustrate how courts balance competing rights and interests,
often setting guidelines for future disputes.

International Perspectives

Globally, approaches to religion and the law differ significantly. Some
nations have established official state religions, while others maintain



strict secularism. International human rights bodies work to promote
religious freedom while encouraging respect for diverse cultural and legal
traditions.

Tips for Navigating Legal Issues Involving
Religion

For individuals or organizations facing legal matters related to religion,
here are some practical tips:

Understand your rights: Familiarize yourself with religious freedom
protections in your jurisdiction and relevant international laws.

Seek legal advice: Consult attorneys experienced in religious law and
civil rights to navigate complex cases.

Communicate clearly: When requesting religious accommodations, provide
clear explanations and be open to dialogue with employers or
authorities.

Respect pluralism: Recognize that societies consist of diverse beliefs,
and legal solutions often require compromise and mutual respect.

Stay informed: Keep abreast of legal developments and court decisions
related to religion and the law.

The Ongoing Dialogue Between Religion and the
Law

The relationship between religion and the law is far from static. As
societies evolve, new questions emerge about how to balance religious
expression with legal norms designed to protect all citizens. Issues like
digital religious expression, bioethics, and interfaith rights continue to
challenge lawmakers and courts.

Ultimately, promoting understanding and respectful dialogue between religious
communities, legal institutions, and the broader society is essential. This
ongoing conversation helps ensure that laws reflect both the diversity of
beliefs and the shared values of justice and equality.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the principle of separation of church and
state?
The principle of separation of church and state is a legal doctrine that
ensures the government remains neutral in religious matters and does not
establish or favor any religion.

How does freedom of religion protect individuals
under the law?
Freedom of religion is protected by laws and constitutions in many countries,
allowing individuals to practice their religion freely without government
interference or discrimination.

Can religious practices be restricted by law?
Yes, religious practices can be restricted by law if they violate public
safety, health, or other important societal interests, such as prohibiting
harmful rituals or practices.

What legal challenges arise when religious beliefs
conflict with anti-discrimination laws?
Legal challenges arise when individuals claim religious exemptions from anti-
discrimination laws, leading to debates on balancing religious freedom with
protecting individuals from discrimination.

How do courts determine if a law violates religious
freedom?
Courts often use tests like the Strict Scrutiny or the Religious Freedom
Restoration Act (RFRA) standard to determine if a law substantially burdens
religious exercise without a compelling government interest.

What role does the First Amendment play in religion
and the law in the United States?
The First Amendment prohibits the government from establishing a religion and
protects the free exercise of religion, forming the basis for religious
freedom in the U.S.

Are religious symbols allowed on public property?
The legality of religious symbols on public property depends on context and



jurisdiction; courts assess whether their presence endorses religion or
violates the separation of church and state.

How do employment laws address religious
accommodations?
Employment laws, such as Title VII in the U.S., require employers to
reasonably accommodate employees' sincerely held religious beliefs and
practices unless it causes undue hardship to the business.

What is the impact of blasphemy laws on freedom of
expression?
Blasphemy laws can limit freedom of expression by criminalizing speech or
actions deemed offensive to religious beliefs, raising concerns about
censorship and human rights.

How do international human rights laws protect
religious freedom?
International human rights laws, like the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights, recognize freedom of thought, conscience, and religion, obligating
states to protect individuals' religious rights and prohibit discrimination.

Additional Resources
Religion and the Law: Navigating the Complex Intersection of Faith and Legal
Systems

religion and the law have long shared a complex and often contentious
relationship, shaping societies and influencing governance across history.
This intricate connection involves balancing religious freedoms with secular
legal frameworks, ensuring rights without compromising public order. As
global societies become increasingly diverse and pluralistic, understanding
the nuanced interplay between religion and legal systems is essential for
policymakers, legal professionals, and citizens alike.

The Historical Context of Religion and the Law

Historically, religion was often inseparable from law. Many ancient legal
codes derived directly from religious doctrines. The Code of Hammurabi,
Mosaic Law, and Sharia law are prime examples where religious principles
formed the foundation of legal systems. This blending of religious edicts and
civic rules created societies where legal obligations were seen as divine
mandates.



However, with the advent of modern nation-states and secular governance, a
gradual separation between church and state emerged. The Enlightenment era
played a pivotal role in promoting secularism, advocating for laws grounded
in reason and universal human rights rather than religious dogma. This
transition laid the groundwork for modern legal systems that strive to
accommodate religious diversity while maintaining neutrality.

Secularism and Legal Neutrality

One of the core principles in the relationship between religion and the law
in contemporary societies is secularism. Secular legal frameworks seek to
ensure that no religion is favored by the state, thereby upholding equality
and preventing religious discrimination. This principle is enshrined in
landmark documents such as the First Amendment of the U.S. Constitution,
which guarantees freedom of religion and prohibits the establishment of any
official religion.

Legal neutrality, however, does not imply the absence of religion in public
life but rather the state's impartiality towards differing faiths. Courts
frequently navigate cases where religious beliefs intersect with civil
rights, such as employment discrimination, education policies, and healthcare
mandates. In doing so, they balance protecting religious freedoms with
safeguarding other constitutional rights.

Key Legal Challenges at the Intersection of
Religion and the Law

The intersection of religion and the law presents ongoing challenges,
especially in pluralistic societies. Issues often arise around religious
exemptions, freedom of expression, and the limits of religious practices
under secular law.

Religious Freedom vs. Public Interest

One of the most debated topics is the extent to which religious freedom can
be exercised without infringing upon public interest or other individuals’
rights. For example, cases involving religious objections to vaccination
requirements, medical treatments, or anti-discrimination laws reveal the
delicate balance courts must maintain.

Legal systems frequently employ tests such as the “compelling state interest”
standard, where religious practices may be restricted only if the government
has a significant reason to do so. Nonetheless, the application of such tests
varies greatly across jurisdictions, reflecting different cultural and legal



traditions.

Religious Symbols and Expressions in Public Spaces

Another contentious area is the display of religious symbols and expressions
in public institutions. Debates over prayer in schools, the wearing of
religious attire by public employees, and the use of religious iconography on
government property highlight tensions between religious expression and
secularism.

For instance, European countries like France enforce strict laïcité policies,
banning conspicuous religious symbols in public schools, while the United
States generally adopts a more accommodating approach. These contrasting
legal approaches illustrate how religion and the law must adapt to societal
values and constitutional frameworks.

The Role of International Law and Human Rights

International human rights law plays a significant role in shaping the
relationship between religion and the law. Instruments such as the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights and the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights recognize the right to freedom of thought, conscience, and
religion. These rights include the freedom to manifest religion or belief in
worship, observance, practice, and teaching.

However, international law also acknowledges that such freedoms may be
subject to limitations necessary to protect public safety, order, health,
morals, or the fundamental rights and freedoms of others. This balancing act
underscores the universality of religious rights while allowing for
culturally and legally specific interpretations.

Comparative Perspectives on Religious Rights

Comparing different legal systems reveals varied approaches to religion and
the law:

United States: Strong protections for religious freedom under the First
Amendment, with courts often leaning towards accommodating religious
practices unless they conflict with compelling governmental interests.

France: Adheres to laïcité, emphasizing strict separation of religion
and state, often restricting religious expression in public
institutions.



India: Maintains a secular constitution but allows personal laws based
on religious traditions, leading to unique legal pluralism challenges.

Middle Eastern countries: Often integrate religious laws, such as
Sharia, into their legal systems, influencing family law, criminal law,
and civil matters.

These differences highlight the difficulty in creating universal standards
for religion and the law, emphasizing the importance of context-sensitive
legal frameworks.

Contemporary Debates and Future Directions

In the 21st century, the relationship between religion and the law continues
to evolve amidst new societal challenges. Issues such as religious extremism,
interfaith conflicts, and the rise of secularism in traditionally religious
societies require adaptive legal responses.

Additionally, technology and globalization have introduced new dimensions,
such as regulating online religious expression, combating hate speech, and
protecting minority faiths in digital spaces. Legal systems are increasingly
tasked with addressing how religion interacts with human rights, gender
equality, and freedom of expression in an interconnected world.

Pros and Cons of Religious Legal Accommodations

Legal accommodations for religious practices present both benefits and
drawbacks:

Pros:

Protects individual conscience and cultural identity.

Promotes social inclusion and respect for diversity.

Prevents discrimination based on religion.

Cons:

May conflict with other fundamental rights, such as gender
equality.



Potentially complicates uniform application of laws.

Could be exploited to justify harmful practices under religious
guise.

Balancing these factors remains a core challenge for lawmakers and jurists.

Religion and the Law: An Ongoing Dialogue

Religion and the law will likely continue to shape one another as societies
evolve. Laws must accommodate the spiritual and cultural needs of diverse
populations while upholding fundamental rights and social order. Courts,
legislators, and religious leaders play critical roles in fostering dialogue
and developing frameworks that reflect both religious pluralism and legal
fairness.

This dynamic intersection requires continual assessment, ensuring legal
systems remain responsive to shifting religious landscapes without
compromising the principles of justice and equality that underpin democratic
governance.

Religion And The Law

  religion and the law: Faith and Order Harold J. Berman, 2000 This book argues that despite
the tensions existing in all societies between religious faith and legal order, they inevitably interact.
In the course of his discussion Berman traces the history of Western law, exposes the fallacies of law
theories that fail to take religion into account, examines key theological, prophetic, and educational
themes, and looks at the role of religion in the Soviet and post-Soviet state.
  religion and the law: The Interaction of Law and Religion Harold Joseph Berman, 1974
  religion and the law: Religion, Law and Tradition Andrew Huxley, 2012-10-12 This book
brings together two scholarly traditions: experts in Roman, Jewish and Islamic law, an area where
scholars tend to be familiar with work in each area, and experts in the legal traditions of South and
East Asia, which have tended to be less interdisciplinary. The resulting mix produces new ways of
looking at comparative law and legal history from a global perspective, and these essays contribute
both to our understanding of comparative religion as well as comparative law.
  religion and the law: Religion, Law and Society Russell Sandberg, 2014-05-08 Issues
concerning religion in the public sphere are rarely far from the headlines. As a result, scholars have
paid increasing attention to religion. These scholars, however, have generally stayed within the
confines of their own respective disciplines. To date there has been little contact between lawyers
and sociologists. Religion, Law and Society explores whether, how and why law and religion should
interact with the sociology of religion. It examines sociological and legal materials concerning
religion in order to find out what lawyers and sociologists can learn from each other. A
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groundbreaking, provocative and thought-provoking book, it is essential reading for lawyers,
sociologists and all who are interested in the relationship between religion, law and society in the
twenty-first century.
  religion and the law: Religion, Law, USA Isaac Weiner, Joshua Dubler, 2019-07-02 Offers
insight into the complex relationship between religion and law in contemporary America Why
religion? Why law? Why now? In recent years, the United States has witnessed a number of
high-profile court cases involving religion, forcing Americans to grapple with questions regarding
the relationship between religion and law. This volume maps the contemporary interplay of religion
and law within the study of American religions. What rights are protected by the Constitution’s free
exercise clause? What are the boundaries of religion, and what is the constitutional basis for
protecting some religious beliefs but not others? What characterizes a religious-studies approach to
religion and law today? What is gained by approaching law from the vantage point of religious
studies, and what does attention to the law offer back to scholars of religion? Religion, Law, USA
considers all these questions and more. Each chapter considers a specific keyword in the study of
religion and law, such as “conscience,” “establishment,” “secularity,” and “personhood.”
Contributors consider specific case studies related to each term, and then expand their analyses to
discuss broader implications for the practice and study of American religion. Incorporating pieces
from leading voices in the field, this book is an indispensable addition to the scholarship on religion
and law in America.
  religion and the law: Religion, Law and the Constitution Javier García Oliva, Helen Hall,
2017-08-10 This book examines the existing constitutional and legal system in England, Wales and
Scotland, through the prism of its treatment of religion and belief. The study encompasses questions
of Church/state relations, but pushes far beyond these. It asks whether the approach to religion
which has spread out from establishment to permeate the whole legal framework is a cause of
concern or celebration in relation to individual and collective freedoms. The primary focus of the
work is the synergy between the religious dimension of the juridical system and the fundamental
pillars of the Constitution (parliamentary sovereignty, the rule of law, separation of powers and
human rights). Javier García Oliva and Helen Hall challenge the view that separation between public
and religious authorities is the most conducive means of nurturing a free and democratic society in
modern Britain. The authors explore whether, counter-intuitively for some, the religious dynamic to
the legal system actually operates to safeguard liberties, and has a role in generating an inclusive
and adaptable backdrop for our collective life. They suggest that the present paradigm brings
benefits for citizens of all shades of religious belief and opinion (including Atheist and Humanist
perspectives), as well as secondary advantages for those with profound beliefs on non-religious
matters, such as pacifism and veganism. In support of their contentions, García Oliva and Hall
examine how the religious dimension of the legal framework operates to further essential
constitutional principles in diverse settings, ranging from criminal to family law. In a
groundbreaking move, the authors also set the legal discussion alongside its social and cultural
context. They consider how the theological perspectives of the larger faith traditions might influence
members’ ideas around the key constitutional precepts, and they include extracts from interviews
which give the personal perspective of more than 100 individuals on contemporary issues of law and
religious freedom. These voices are drawn from a range of fields and positions on faith. While the
authors are at pains to stress that these sections do not support or advance their legal or theological
conclusions, they do provide readers with a human backdrop to the discussion, and demonstrate its
crucial importance in twenty-first century Britain.
  religion and the law: Religion, Law and Tradition Andrew Huxley, 2012-10-12 This book
brings together two scholarly traditions: experts in Roman, Jewish and Islamic law, an area where
scholars tend to be familiar with work in each area, and experts in the legal traditions of South and
East Asia, which have tended to be less interdisciplinary. The resulting mix produces new ways of
looking at comparative law and legal history from a global perspective, and these essays contribute
both to our understanding of comparative religion as well as comparative law.



  religion and the law: Law, Religion, Constitution Dr Cristiana Cianitto, Ms Donlu Thayer,
Professor Silvio Ferrari, Professor W Cole Durham Jr., 2013-09-28 What is the place assigned to
religion in the constitutions of contemporary States? What role is religion expected to perform in the
fields that are the object of constitutional regulation? Is separation of religion and politics a
necessary precondition for democracy and the rule of law? These questions are addressed in this
book through an analysis of the constitutional texts that are in force in different parts of the world.
Constitutions are at the centre of almost all contemporary legal systems and provide the principles
and values that inspire the action of the national law-makers. After a discussion of some topics that
are central to the constitutional regulation of religion, the book considers a number of national
systems covering countries with a variety of religious and cultural backgrounds. The final section of
the book is devoted to the discussion of the constitutional regulation of some particularly
controversial issues, such as religious education, the relation between freedom of speech and
freedom of religion, abortion, and freedom of conscience.
  religion and the law: Religion, Law, and Freedom Yahya Kamalipour, Joel Thierstein,
2000-09-30 Religion, Law, and Freedom: A Global Perspective introduces readers to diverse
perspectives on the interplay of religion, law, and communications freedom in different cultures
around the world. Through discussion and analysis of the religious mores and cultural values that a
nation adheres to, a greater understanding of that nation, its laws, and its freedoms can be
cultivated. Rather than suggesting that harmony can be achieved without conflict, the essays in this
volume seek to present the reader with a variety of perspectives from which to view and understand
the relationships among religion, law, and freedom in various cultures. This multifaceted analysis,
therefore, helps readers draw their own conclusions as to the best way to resolve cultural conflict
brought about by the growing global community. The book consists of fifteen chapters, authored or
coauthored by 17 international scholars representing China, Germany, Israel, Iran, Japan, Latvia,
Nigeria, Singapore, the United Kingdom, and the United States. The chapters are organized into
four parts: Perspectives on Eastern and Western Religions; Press Freedom in Religious and Secular
Societies; Journalism, Advertising, and Ethical Issues; and Religion, Politics, Media, and Human
Rights. This important contribution will especially appeal to researchers and students in such fields
as mass communications, legal studies, cultural studies, political science, religion, intercultural
communications, international communications, and journalism.
  religion and the law: Religion, Law, and Democracy Ernst-Wolfgang Böckenförde, 2020
Ernst-Wolfgang Bockenforde (1930-2019) was one of Europe's foremost legal scholars and political
thinkers. As a scholar of constitutional law and a judge on Germany's Federal Constitutional Court
(1983-1996), Bockenforde has been a major contributor to contemporary debates in legal and
political theory, to the conceptual framework of the modern state and its presuppositions, and to
contested political issues such as the rights of the enemies of the state, the constitutional status of
the state of emergency, citizenship rights, and challenges of European integration. His writings have
shaped not only academic but also wider public debates from the 1950s to the present, to an extent
that few European scholars can match. As a federal constitutional judge and thus holder of one the
most important and most trusted public offices, Bockenforde has influenced the way in which
academics and citizens think about law and politics. During his tenure on the Court, several
path-breaking decisions for the Federal Republic of Germany were handed down, including decisions
pertaining to the deployment of missiles, the law on political parties, the regulation of abortion, and
the process of European integration...--Page two of cover of volume two.
  religion and the law: Religion, Law and Security in Africa M Christian Green, T Jeremy
Gunn, Mark Hill, 2018-05-16 Security is a key topic of our time. But how do we understand it? Do
law and religion take different views of it? In this fifth volume in the Law and Religion in Africa
series, radicalisation, terrorism, blasphemy, hate speech, religious freedom and just war theories
rub shoulders with issues of witchcraft, female genital mutilation circumcision, child marriage,
displaced communities and additional issues besides. This unique collection of topics is both
challenging and inspiring, providing illumination in troubled times, and forming a sound foundation



for future scholarship.
  religion and the law: Religion, Law and the Politics of Ethical Diversity Claude Proeschel,
David Koussens, Francesco Piraino, 2021-03-30 This book provides a multidisciplinary and
comparative look at the contemporary phenomenon of conscientious objection or contestation in the
name of religion and examines the key issues that emerge in terms of citizenship and democracy.
These are analysed by looking at the different ways of challenging or contesting a legal obligation on
the grounds of religious beliefs and convictions. The authors focus on the meaning of conscientious
objection which asserts the legitimacy of convictions – in particular religious convictions – in
determining the personal or collective relevance of the law and of public action. The book begins by
examining the main theoretical issues underlying conscientious objection, exploring the implications
of the protection of freedom of conscience, the place of religion in the secular public sphere and the
recognition and respect of ethical pluralism in society. It then focuses on the question of exemptions
and contestations of civil norms, using a multidisciplinary approach to highlight the multiple and
diverse issues surrounding them, as well as the motives behind them. This book will be of great
interest to scholars, specialists and graduate and advanced undergraduate students who are
interested in issues of religious diversity. Researchers and policymakers in think-tanks, NGOs and
government units will find the volume useful in identifying key issues in understanding the
phenomenon of conscientious objection and its implications in managing ethical diversity in
contemporary societies.
  religion and the law: Religion and Legal Pluralism Russell Sandberg, 2016-03-09 In recent
years, there have been a number of concerns about the recognition of religious laws and the
existence of religious courts and tribunals. There has also been the growing literature on legal
pluralism which seeks to understand how more than one legal system can and should exist within
one social space. However, whilst a number of important theoretical works concerning legal
pluralism in the context of cultural rights have been published, little has been published specifically
on religion. Religion and Legal Pluralism explores the extent to which religious laws are already
recognised by the state and the extent to which religious legal systems, such as Sharia law, should
be accommodated.
  religion and the law: Religion and the Law St. John Anthony Robilliard, 1984
  religion and the law: Law and Religion , 2016
  religion and the law: Religion and Legal Pluralism Russell Sandberg, 2016-03-09 In recent
years, there have been a number of concerns about the recognition of religious laws and the
existence of religious courts and tribunals. There has also been the growing literature on legal
pluralism which seeks to understand how more than one legal system can and should exist within
one social space. However, whilst a number of important theoretical works concerning legal
pluralism in the context of cultural rights have been published, little has been published specifically
on religion. Religion and Legal Pluralism explores the extent to which religious laws are already
recognised by the state and the extent to which religious legal systems, such as Sharia law, should
be accommodated.
  religion and the law: Faith and Law Robert F. Cochran, Jr., 2007-12-01 The relationship
between religion and the law is a hot-button topic in America, with the courts, Congress, journalists,
and others engaging in animated debates on what influence, if any, the former should have on the
latter. Many of these discussions are dominated by the legal perspective, which views religion as a
threat to the law; it is rare to hear how various religions in America view American law, even though
most religions have distinct views on law. In Faith and Law, legal scholars from sixteen different
religious traditions contend that religious discourse has an important function in the making,
practice, and adjudication of American law, not least because our laws rest upon a framework of
religious values. The book includes faiths that have traditionally had an impact on American law, as
well as new immigrant faiths that are likely to have a growing influence. Each contributor describes
how his or her tradition views law and addresses one legal issue from that perspective. Topics
include abortion, gay rights, euthanasia, immigrant rights, and blasphemy and free speech.



  religion and the law: Law and Religion in the 21st Century Dr Rinaldo Cristofori, Professor
Silvio Ferrari, 2013-02-28 This book brings together leading international scholars of law and
religion to provide an overview of current issues in State-religion relations. The first part of the
collection offers a picture of recent developments in key countries and regions. The second part is
focused on Europe and, in particular, on the Nordic States and the post-communist countries where
State-religion systems have undergone most profound change. The third and final part is devoted to
four issues that are currently debated all over the world: the relations between freedom of
expression and freedom of religion; proselytism and the right to change religion; the religious
symbols; and the legal status of Islam in Europe and Canada. The work will be a valuable resource
for academics, students and policy-makers with an interest in the interaction between law and
religion.
  religion and the law: Religion, Law, USA Isaac Weiner, Joshua Dubler, 2019-07-02 Offers
insight into the complex relationship between religion and law in contemporary America Why
religion? Why law? Why now? In recent years, the United States has witnessed a number of
high-profile court cases involving religion, forcing Americans to grapple with questions regarding
the relationship between religion and law. This volume maps the contemporary interplay of religion
and law within the study of American religions. What rights are protected by the Constitution’s free
exercise clause? What are the boundaries of religion, and what is the constitutional basis for
protecting some religious beliefs but not others? What characterizes a religious-studies approach to
religion and law today? What is gained by approaching law from the vantage point of religious
studies, and what does attention to the law offer back to scholars of religion? Religion, Law, USA
considers all these questions and more. Each chapter considers a specific keyword in the study of
religion and law, such as “conscience,” “establishment,” “secularity,” and “personhood.”
Contributors consider specific case studies related to each term, and then expand their analyses to
discuss broader implications for the practice and study of American religion. Incorporating pieces
from leading voices in the field, this book is an indispensable addition to the scholarship on religion
and law in America.
  religion and the law: Religion and Law in Classical and Christian Rome Clifford Ando, 2006
Law is a particularly fruitful means by which to investigate the relationship between religion and
state. It is the mechanism by which the Roman state and its European successors have regulated
religion, in the twin actions of constraining religious institutions to particular social spaces and of
releasing control over such spaces to those orders. This volume analyses the relationship from the
late Republic to the final codification of Roman law in Justinian's Constantinople.
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