what language is carmina burana

**What Language Is Carmina Burana? Exploring the Lingual Roots of a Medieval
Masterpiece**

what language is carmina burana is a question that often arises among music
enthusiasts, scholars, and curious listeners alike. Carmina Burana, known
widely for its powerful and evocative musical setting by Carl Orff, holds a
mystique not just in its dramatic score but also in the language of its
original texts. Understanding the language spoken in Carmina Burana opens a
fascinating window into medieval Europe, its culture, and the origins of this
celebrated collection of poems and songs.

The Origins of Carmina Burana: A Medieval
Treasure

Before diving into the specifics of what language is Carmina Burana, it’s
essential to grasp its historical context. The Carmina Burana is a manuscript
containing over 200 poems and dramatic texts from the 11th or 12th century,
discovered in the Benedictine monastery of Benediktbeuern in Bavaria,
Germany. The texts reflect themes ranging from love and fortune to satire and
morality, often characterized by their candid and sometimes irreverent tone.

Medieval Latin: The Primary Language of Carmina
Burana

The predominant language of the Carmina Burana manuscript is Medieval Latin,
a variant of classical Latin used throughout the Middle Ages. Latin was the
lingua franca of educated Europeans, especially within the Church and
scholarly circles, which explains its wide usage in manuscripts of that era.
The poems in Carmina Burana were written by Goliards—wandering scholars and
clerics known for their satirical and often bawdy verses.

Medieval Latin differs slightly from Classical Latin in vocabulary, grammar,
and pronunciation, influenced by the vernacular languages spoken by the
scribes and authors. This linguistic blend gives Carmina Burana a unique
flavor, making it both accessible to medieval audiences and rich in literary
tradition.

Other Languages Found in Carmina Burana

While Medieval Latin dominates, Carmina Burana also contains fragments in



Middle High German and 0ld French. These regional languages reflect the
cultural diversity of medieval Europe and the manuscript’s compilation from
various sources. For instance:

- **Middle High German**: Some poems and refrains appear in this Germanic
language that was spoken roughly between 1050 and 1350. Its inclusion
highlights the Germanic roots of the manuscript’s origin.

- **0ld French**: A small number of texts show traces of 0ld French, the
language of the medieval French aristocracy and poets, indicating the cross-
cultural nature of medieval European literature.

This multilingual aspect adds depth to Carmina Burana, illustrating how
medieval literature was not confined to a single tongue but rather a tapestry
of languages reflecting the social and cultural exchanges of the time.

Why Was Latin Used in Carmina Burana?

Understanding why Latin was the main language in Carmina Burana helps explain
its significance and the audience it targeted.

Latin as the Language of Scholarship and the Church

During the medieval period, Latin was the universal language for education,
religion, and official documents. Monasteries, where much of the manuscript
culture flourished, used Latin extensively. The Goliards, who authored many
of the poems, were clerics or scholars who had received formal education in
Latin. Writing in Latin allowed their works to reach an educated, pan-
European audience.

Accessibility and Prestige

Latin’s prestige made it the perfect medium for both serious theological
texts and playful, satirical poetry. Although the Goliard poems often mocked
authority and celebrated earthly pleasures, Latin offered a veneer of
erudition, giving their rebellious messages a wider resonance.

Preserving Classical Tradition

Latin connected medieval writers to the literary heritage of Ancient Rome. By
composing in Latin, the authors of Carmina Burana aligned themselves with
classical traditions, even as they pushed boundaries with their content.



Carl Orff and the Language of Carmina Burana’s
Musical Adaptation

When Carl Orff composed his famous cantata "Carmina Burana" in 1936, he drew
directly from the original Medieval Latin texts. Understanding what language
is Carmina Burana in this modern context means appreciating Orff’s dedication
to preserving the authenticity of the original words while transforming them
into an intense musical experience.

Why Orff Chose to Use the Original Latin

Orff’s decision to use the original Latin texts was crucial to maintaining
the work’s historical and emotional impact. The Latin language, with its
rhythmic cadence and sonorous qualities, lends itself beautifully to musical
settings. This choice also bridges the gap between medieval manuscript and
modern performance, allowing audiences to connect with the past through
sound.

Pronunciation and Performance Considerations

Performers of Carmina Burana often face challenges in pronouncing Medieval
Latin, which differs from Classical Latin in some respects. Various
traditions exist, including ecclesiastical Latin pronunciation and
historically informed reconstructions. Many modern productions opt for a
pronunciation that balances clarity with historical authenticity.

Exploring the Themes Through Language

The language of Carmina Burana is more than just a vehicle for words; it
shapes how the themes of fate, fortune, love, and joy are expressed and
perceived.

The Power of Latin in Expressing Universal Themes

Latin’s formal structure and rich vocabulary enable powerful poetic
expressions. The famous opening and closing movement, "O Fortuna," uses Latin
to evoke the unstoppable force of fate—an idea deeply rooted in medieval
philosophy yet universally understandable.



Multilingual Layers Enhancing Cultural Context

The presence of German and French fragments adds layers of meaning and
cultural resonance. These languages bring local color and vernacular
expressions, reflecting the everyday lives and emotions of medieval people
alongside the lofty tone of Latin.

The Impact of Language on Modern Audiences

For contemporary listeners, understanding what language is Carmina Burana
helps deepen appreciation and engagement with the work.

Latin’s Mystique and Musicality

Even for those who do not speak Latin, the language’s musical qualities—its
vowel sounds, consonant articulation, and rhythm—create a captivating
auditory experience. This musicality is a significant reason why Carmina
Burana remains popular in concert halls worldwide.

Translations and Adaptations

While many performances retain the original Latin, translations help
audiences grasp the meaning behind the words. Educational resources and
program notes often provide translations, allowing listeners to connect more
fully with the themes and emotions embedded in the text.

Bridging Past and Present Through Language

Carmina Burana’s language acts as a bridge between medieval and modern
worlds. It invites contemporary audiences to explore an ancient culture’s
thoughts and feelings, conveyed through a language that, despite its age,
still resonates powerfully today.

Tips for Appreciating Carmina Burana’s Language

If you're intrigued by the question of what language is Carmina Burana and
want to explore it further, here are some suggestions to enhance your
experience:



e Listen with Translations: Find performances that provide translations or
program notes to understand the meaning behind the Latin texts.

e Explore Medieval Latin Basics: Learning a few Latin phrases or the
basics of Medieval Latin pronunciation can make listening more engaging.

* Read About the Goliards: Understanding who the authors were and their
context enriches your appreciation of the texts.

e Compare Different Performances: Some versions emphasize historical
pronunciation, while others focus on musicality—explore both to see what
resonates with you.

The language of Carmina Burana is a fascinating blend of Medieval Latin’s
scholarly tradition and the vibrant vernacular of medieval Europe. This
linguistic heritage, combined with Carl Orff’'s powerful musical
interpretation, ensures that Carmina Burana continues to captivate audiences,
inviting them into a world where language, music, and history intertwine.

Frequently Asked Questions

What language is Carmina Burana originally written
in?

Carmina Burana is originally written in Medieval Latin.

Are there other languages present in Carmina Burana
besides Latin?

Yes, Carmina Burana also includes some texts in Middle High German and 0ld
French.

Why is Carmina Burana primarily in Latin?

Carmina Burana was composed by Goliards, medieval clergy known for their
Latin poetry, which was the scholarly and literary language of that time.

Is the language of Carmina Burana difficult to
understand today?

Yes, because it is written in Medieval Latin and includes archaic vocabulary
and grammar, it can be challenging for modern readers without specialized
knowledge.



Does the musical composition Carmina Burana by Carl
Orff use the original Medieval Latin text?

Yes, Carl Orff's musical composition uses the original Medieval Latin texts
from the Carmina Burana manuscript.

Additional Resources

**What Language Is Carmina Burana? An In-Depth Linguistic and Historical
Exploration**

what language is carmina burana is a question that often arises among
enthusiasts of medieval literature, musicologists, and classical music
audiences alike. Carmina Burana, famously known today as the cantata composed
by Carl Orff in the 20th century, draws its text from a much older source: a
collection of medieval poems and songs. Understanding the language of Carmina
Burana not only deepens appreciation of the work itself but also unlocks a
window into the cultural and linguistic milieu of medieval Europe.

The Origins of Carmina Burana

Carmina Burana refers to a manuscript discovered in the early 19th century in
the Benediktbeuern Abbey in Bavaria, Germany. This cache of texts, dating
from the 11th to 13th centuries, contains roughly 254 poems and dramatic
texts. These compositions are notable for their vibrant themes, ranging from
love and satire to moral reflections and drinking songs.

To comprehend what language Carmina Burana is written in, it is essential to
recognize that the manuscript is not monolingual. The collection features a
blend of Latin, Middle High German, and 0ld French, reflecting the diverse
linguistic landscape of medieval Europe.

Latin: The Predominant Language

The majority of the Carmina Burana texts are composed in Medieval Latin.

Unlike Classical Latin, which was the language of ancient Rome, Medieval

Latin evolved as a scholarly and ecclesiastical lingua franca throughout

Europe during the Middle Ages. The Latin found in Carmina Burana exhibits
characteristics typical of the period, including regional variations and

vernacular influences.

Latin served as the primary language for religious, academic, and poetic
expression. Many of the poems in Carmina Burana are written in Latin to
address universal themes of morality, fate, and human folly. The use of Latin
also made these works accessible to the educated elite across various



regions, transcending local dialects.

Incorporation of Middle High German and Old French

While Latin dominates the collection, Carmina Burana also contains numerous
texts in Middle High German, the vernacular spoken in parts of Germany
between 1050 and 1350. These German-language pieces provide insight into the
everyday life, humor, and social commentary of the period, reflecting a more
localized cultural expression.

Additionally, a smaller number of texts are written in Old French, the
language of the troubadours and courtly love poetry. The presence of 0ld
French pieces in Carmina Burana highlights the manuscript’s connection to
broader European literary traditions, particularly those flourishing in
France and the Occitan-speaking regions.

Exploring the Linguistic Features of Carmina
Burana

The linguistic diversity in Carmina Burana offers a unique opportunity to
analyze medieval multilingualism. The coexistence of Latin, Middle High

German, and 0ld French within a single manuscript illustrates the complex
interplay between vernacular languages and the dominant scholarly tongue.

Latin’s Role in Medieval Literary Culture

Latin in Carmina Burana is not simply a carryover from antiquity but a
living, evolving medium. The texts exhibit a range of styles, from classical
metrics to more colloquial expressions, showcasing Latin’s adaptability.
Scholars note that the Latin of Carmina Burana often embraces playful and
satirical tones, challenging the notion of Latin as a purely solemn or
religious language.

Middle High German’s Vernacular Expression

The Middle High German texts in Carmina Burana contribute a raw and candid
voice. They often address themes of love, drinking, and social critique with
a frankness that contrasts with the more formal Latin pieces. This linguistic
duality within the manuscript reveals how medieval audiences engaged with
both refined literary traditions and popular culture.



Old French Influence and Cross-Cultural Exchange

The 0ld French poems within Carmina Burana are emblematic of the troubadour
influence permeating medieval Europe. These texts bring lyrical qualities and
courtly themes that complement the other contents of the manuscript. Their
inclusion underscores the manuscript’s role as a cultural melting pot,
bridging linguistic and artistic traditions across regions.

The Language of Carl Orff’s Carmina Burana
Cantata

When discussing what language Carmina Burana is in, it is crucial to
distinguish the original medieval texts from the 20th-century musical
adaptation by Carl Orff. Composed in 1935-1936, Orff’s cantata sets selected
poems from the manuscript to music, predominantly using the original Latin
texts, with occasional Middle High German lines.

Orff’s choice to preserve the original Latin language in his composition was
deliberate, aiming to evoke the timeless and universal qualities of the
medieval texts. The Latin lyrics contribute to the dramatic and evocative
atmosphere of the cantata, enhancing its appeal across linguistic boundaries.

Access and Interpretation Challenges

The medieval Latin of Carmina Burana differs significantly from modern
standardized Latin, which can pose challenges for contemporary audiences and
performers. Pronunciation, vocabulary, and syntax vary, requiring specialized
knowledge for accurate interpretation.

Moreover, the interspersed vernacular texts in Middle High German and 0ld
French add layers of complexity. For modern scholars and musicians,
understanding the nuances of these languages is essential to grasping the
full cultural and emotional range of the Carmina Burana corpus.

Why Does Language Matter in Appreciating
Carmina Burana?

Understanding the language of Carmina Burana enriches the appreciation of
both the manuscript and Orff’'s musical adaptation. The choice of language
shapes the tone, meaning, and reception of the texts.

e Cultural Context: The multilingual nature reflects the dynamic cultural



exchanges of medieval Europe, highlighting how Latin and vernacular
languages coexisted and influenced each other.

e Literary Diversity: Different languages convey distinct registers—from
the elevated tone of Latin to the earthy humor of Middle High German,
adding depth and variety.

e Performance Authenticity: For musicians and conductors, understanding
the original languages assists in delivering authentic renditions that
honor the historical and linguistic origins.

Comparisons with Other Medieval Texts

Carmina Burana’s linguistic mixture is not unique but rather characteristic
of many medieval manuscripts. Comparable collections, such as the Cantigas de
Santa Maria (in Galician-Portuguese) or the Carmina Cantabrigiensia (also in
Latin and vernacular), illustrate similar patterns of multilingual
composition.

However, Carmina Burana’'s vivid thematic range and its survival as both a
literary and musical icon have cemented its status as a particularly
compelling example of medieval linguistic artistry.

The Enduring Legacy of Carmina Burana's
Language

The question of what language Carmina Burana is in opens broader discussions
about language evolution, cultural transmission, and artistic expression.
From its medieval roots in Latin, Middle High German, and 0ld French, to its
modern incarnation in Orff’s powerful cantata, Carmina Burana continues to
captivate audiences around the world.

Its language embodies the complex tapestry of medieval Europe-scholarly,
vernacular, sacred, and profane-inviting ongoing exploration and
interpretation. For those seeking to understand the historical and linguistic
dimensions of this extraordinary work, engaging with its original languages
offers a profoundly rewarding experience.

What Language Is Carmina Burana

what language is carmina burana: Selections from the 'Carmina Burana', 2007-04-26
This is a selection from the 13the century collection of secular latin poems. Some are serious (eg


https://bmx.fpfootwear.com/archive-th-114/what-language-is-carmina-burana.pdf

Crusade poems) but the majority are light, including many love poems. A number of items from the
Carmina are well known as text for Carl Orff's 'Scenic Cantata'.

what language is carmina burana: Carl Orff und der Nationalsozialismus Oliver Rathkolb,
2022-07-06 Der bekannte Historiker Oliver Rathkolb diskutiert in dieser monographischen Studie
nicht nur die wichtigsten bisherigen Ergebnisse der Forschung zu diesem kontroversen Thema,
sondern erganzt sie durch zahlreiche neue, quellenbasierte Erkenntnisse. Thematisiert wird das
Verhalten Orffs vor, wahrend und nach der NS-Diktatur, inshesondere seine Kontakte zu
NS-Potentaten. Analysiert wird zudem die kiinstlerische und politische Rezeption des
Orff-Schulwerks, der Carmina Burana und weiterer Bithnenwerke.

what language is carmina burana: Lieder und Liederbucher Burghart Wachinger, 2011-04-29
Achtzehn Arbeiten aus den Jahren 1970 bis 2007, die durch Nachtrage auf die aktuelle
Forschungssituation bezogen werden, und zwei neue Studien (zu Natur und Eros und zu den
Neidhart-Schwanken) diskutieren die wichtigsten Typen und Stationen der deutschen Liedkunst des
Mittelalters von Walther von der Vogelweide und den Carmina Burana bis zum Liederbuch der Clara
Hatzlerin. Besondere Akzente liegen auf Heinrich Frauenlob und Oswald von Wolkenstein. Die
Untersuchungen gehen mehrfach von der Analyse der Uberlieferung aus und suchen von da aus
Zugange zu den verschiedensten Problemfeldern wie Auffihrung und andere Formen des
Gebrauchs, Sprach- und Formartistik, Austausch mit anderen Gattungen, Liebeskonzepte,
Wissensverarbeitung und Frommigkeitshaltungen, Lehrautoritat, Autorschaftshewusstsein und
Dichterlegenden. Die Untersuchungen werden durch drei Register (Personennamen und Werktitel,
Handschriften, Sachbegriffe) erschlossen.

what language is carmina burana: Routledge Revivals: Medieval Germany (2001) John M.
Jeep, 2017-07-05 First published in 2001, Medieval Germany: An Encyclopedia provides a
comprehensive guide to the German and Dutch-speaking world in the Middle Ages, from
approximately C.E. 500 to 1500. It offers detailed accounts of a wide variety of aspects of medieval
Germany, including language, literature, architecture, politics, warfare, medicine, philosophy and
religion. In addition, this reference work includes bibliographies and citations to aid further study.
This A-Z encyclopedia, featuring over 500 entries written by expert contributors, will be of key
interest to students and scholars, as well as general readers.

what language is carmina burana: Epistolae duorum amantium: Parodien - auf ein
beruhmtes Liebespaar? Ridiger Schnell, 2021-11-15 For 20 years medievalists have been
debating whether these love letters have been written by Abelard and Heloise. The present study
comes to a surprising result. The famous lovers are ridiculed in and by these letters. On the one
hand the male writer appears to be a show-off, a macho, while on the other hand he emerges as a
‘crybaby’ who humiliates himself to secure the object of his desire. The female writer is stylized as
the epitome of ideal love, but above all, she hopes for sexual pleasure. However, her desire is
cleverly concealed by the borrowing from religious vocabulary in the letters.

what language is carmina burana: The Classical Music Experience Julius H. Jacobson, 2003
Profiles forty-two of the world's most celebrated composers from five hundred years of musical
history, discussing how their different styles influenced the music world; includes two CDs with
selections from each composer.

what language is carmina burana: Words and Music in the Middle Ages John Stevens,
John E. Stevens, 1986-10-16 This book examines the relation of words and music in England and
France during the three centuries following the Norman Conquest. The basic material of the study
includes the chansons of the troubadours and trouveres and the varied Latin songs of the period. In
addition to these 'lyric' forms, the author discusses the relations of music and poetry in dance-song,
in narrative and in the ecclesiastical drama. Professor Stevens examines the ready-made, often
unconscious, and misleading assumptions we bring to the study and performance of early music. In
particular he affirms the importance of Number, in more than one sense, as a clue to the 'aesthetic'
of the greater part of repertoire, to the relation of words and melody. and to the baffling problem of
their rhythmic interpretation. This is the first wide-ranging study of words and music in this period




in any language. It will be essential reading for scholars of the music and the literature of medieval
Europe and will provide a basic and comprehensive introduction to the repertoire for students.

what language is carmina burana: Archiv fiir das Studium der neueren Sprachen und
Literaturen , 1893

what language is carmina burana: ASNS, 1893

what language is carmina burana: Archiv fiir das Studium der neueren Sprachen, 1893

what language is carmina burana: Lied im deutschen Mittelalter Cyril Edwards, Ernst
Hellgardt, Norbert H. Ott, 2015-07-24 Nicht nur der deutsche Minnesang, sondern ebenso
geistliches Lied und historisches Volkslied, Spruchdichtung und frithneuzeitliches Gesellschaftslied
standen im Zentrum des 12. Anglo-Deutschen Colloquiums, das vom 10. bis 14. September 1991 im
Benediktinerinnenkloster Frauenworth am Chiemsee stattfand. Der vorliegende Band vereinigt mit
seinen 22 Beitragen nahezu alle Referate, die dort gehalten wurden und unter den verschiedensten
methodischen Zugriffen Fragen der Uberlieferung und Typologie, des Text-Melodie-Verhaltnisses,
der Motiv-, Rezeptions- und Sozialgeschichte des Lieds im deutschen Mittelalter diskutierten.

what language is carmina burana: Medieval Germany John M. Jeep, 2001 An encyclopedia
covering the political, social, intellectual, religious and cultural history of the German- and
Dutch-speaking medieval world, between 500 and 1500. Entries cover individuals and their deeds as
well as broader historical topics.

what language is carmina burana: Lyrik (Minnesang - Sangspruch - Meistergesang) und
Dramatik Wolfgang Achnitz, 2012-10-01 Band 4 enthalt Artikel zu allen weltlichen lyrischen Formen
der mittelalterlichen Literatur, von den Anfangen im 12. Jahrhundert bis zu den Spatformen des
Meistergesangs, sowie zu den neu entstehenden dramatischen Formen der mittelalterliche
Literatur. Ruckverweise erschliefSen die lyrischen und dramatischen Formen innerhalb des
geistlichen Schrifttums in Bd. 1 und 2.

what language is carmina burana: The Oxford Handbook of Music and Medievalism Stephen
C. Meyer, Kirsten Yri, 2020-03-02 The Oxford Handbook of Music and Medievalism provides a
snapshot of the diverse ways in which medievalism--the retrospective immersion in the images,
sounds, narratives, and ideologies of the European Middle Ages--powerfully transforms many of the
varied musical traditions of the last two centuries. Thirty-three chapters from an international group
of scholars explore topics ranging from the representation of the Middle Ages in nineteenth-century
opera to medievalism in contemporary video game music, thereby connecting disparate musical
forms across typical musicological boundaries of chronology and geography. While some chapters
focus on key medievalist works such as Orff's Carmina Burana or Peter Jackson's Lord of the Rings
films, others explore medievalism in the oeuvre of a single composer (e.g. Richard Wagner or Arvo
Part) or musical group (e.g. Led Zeppelin). The topics of the individual chapters include both
well-known works such as John Boorman's film Excalibur and also less familiar examples such as
Eduard Lalo's Le Roi d'Ys. The authors of the chapters approach their material from a wide array of
disciplinary perspectives, including historical musicology, popular music studies, music theory, and
film studies, examining the intersections of medievalism with nationalism, romanticism, ideology,
nature, feminism, or spiritualism. Taken together, the contents of the Handbook develop new critical
insights that venture outside traditional methodological constraints and provide a capstone and
point of departure for future scholarship on music and medievalism.

what language is carmina burana: Troja - Metamorphosen eines Mythos Kordula Wolf,
2009-01-01 Troja zahlt zu den bekanntesten Mythen Europas. Die Autorin hinterfragt exemplarisch
und vergleichend den in der historischen Forschung als selbstverstandlich vorausgesetzten
Zusammenhang zwischen Mythos und Identitatsstiftung bzw. Herrschaftslegitimation. Sie
untersucht die Bedingungen fir den Wandel und das Fortleben des Troja-Mythos im Mittelalter auf
der Grundlage moderner Mythos-Theorien. Durch diese theoretische Neuverortung kommt neben
den Herkunfts- und Griindungserzahlungen auch das breite Spektrum anderweitiger Beziige auf den
Troja-Stoff in den Blick. In synchroner wie diachroner Perspektive wird auf textimmanente,
literarische und historische Aspekte eingegangen, wobei der Schwerpunkt auf der franzosischen,




englischen und italienischen Historiographie des 12. Jahrhunderts liegt.

what language is carmina burana: Blutezeit Mark Chinca, Joachim Heinzle, Christopher
Young, 2012-05-21 Freunde, Schiiler, Kollegen ehren mit dieser Festschrift einen Altgermanisten,
der die Sprachkunst der mittelhochdeutschen Klassiker und die hofische Kultur ihrer Zeit auf
einzigartige Weise mit Witz und Eleganz erschlossen hat. Die Summe seiner Arbeit hat er in der
monumentalen Geschichte der »Hofischen Literatur der Blutezeit« gezogen, die fur lange Zeit die
malgebliche Darstellung der Gipfelepoche der deutschen Literatur des Mittelalters sein wird. Die
Beitrage der Festschrift antworten auf dieses Werk, greifen Autoren, Texte, Themen auf, mit denen
es sich befalst. Im Mittelpunkt stehen die groSen Dichtungen, die durch das ganze Mittelalter und
weit daruber hinaus gewirkt haben und heute zum Kanon der Weltliteratur gehoren: die Lyrik
Walthers von der Vogelweide, das Nibelungenlied, die Romane Wolframs von Eschenbach und
Gottfrieds von StralSburg.

what language is carmina burana: Musik und Literatur Florian von Heintze, 2006

what language is carmina burana: Musik und Tod im Mittelalter Therese
Bruggisser-Lanker, 2009-12-09 Therese Bruggisser-Lanker geht in ihrem interdisziplinar angelegten
Ansatz den Ursprungen der europaischen Musiktradition nach. Diese grundet in der Weltsicht einer
von Gott in vollkommener Harmonie geschaffenen, universalen und transzendenten Ordnung, als
deren Abbild Musik verstanden wurde.Auf den Spuren der neuplatonisch-augustinischen
Denkrichtung, die im anagogischen Akt des stufenweisen Aufstiegs zur gottlichen Wahrheit und
intelligiblen, absoluten Schonheit den Weg zur Erkenntnis sah, werden symbolhafte Kontexte zu
Musik und Tod in den Denk- und Empfindungswelten des Mittelalters verknupft, die in der meditatio
mortis ihren Ausgang nahmen. Letztlich fithrten sie zur Emanzipation der Musik als einer
schopferischen, sich als Kunst definierenden musica poetica.Musik wurde jedoch nicht nur als
Konzept der Aneignung von Welt verstanden, sondern im Ritus wie im Ritual auch als Medium der
Kommunikation mit dem Gottlichen, die zur symbolischen Bewaltigung und Objektivierung
existenzieller Grenzerfahrungen wie zu kollektiver und subjektiver Sinnstiftung beitrugen.
Besonders im Memento-mori-Lied »Media vita in morte sumus« biindeln sich eschatologische
Perspektiven, die bildhafte Imagination des Gekreuzigten, die Gestik aus der Zeremonie der adoratio
crucis, seine liturgische Herkunft aus dem Abendgebet und dem Totenoffizium und nicht zuletzt
magischer Zauber wie Strahlen in einem Brennglas, in dem sich Todesbilder des Mittelalters in
einzigartiger Weise verdichten.

what language is carmina burana: Ambiguitat im Mittelalter Oliver Auge, Christiane
Witthoft, 2016-03-21 Der Begriff der Ambiguitat stand bislang fur die Rezeption der mittelalterlichen
Kultur und Literatur nur vereinzelt im Fokus der Forschung. Das mag unter anderem an dem
Forschungsparadigma liegen, welches Ambiguitat wesentlich zu einem genuinen
Epochenkennzeichen der Moderne stilisiert. Der interdisziplinar ausgerichtete Tagungsband zeigt
daher unter Beteiligung von Fachwissenschaftlerinnen und -wissenschaftlern aus den Bereichen
Literaturwissenschaft, Geschichte, Kunstgeschichte, Lateinische Philologie und Islamwissenschaft
das breite Spektrum an Diskursen und Wissenskontexten der komplexen Thematik auf. Ziel ist es,
die Phanomene der Mehr- und Zweideutigkeit anhand von theoretischen Exkursen und
Fallbeispielen in ihren jeweiligen kulturellen und literarischen Kontexten zu untersuchen und die
vermeintliche ,Ambiguitatsferne’ der mittelalterlichen Kultur und Literatur auf den Prufstand zu
stellen.

what language is carmina burana: Lied und populare Kultur - Song and Popular Culture Nils
Grosch,
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