
the heart of the country

The Heart of the Country: Exploring the Soul of a Nation

the heart of the country is often more than just a geographical center; it embodies the culture, history, and
spirit that define a nation. Whether it’s a bustling city, a serene rural town, or a landmark that holds deep
meaning, this central point offers a unique window into the soul of the land and its people. Exploring the heart
of the country reveals much about the values, traditions, and everyday lives that shape a nation’s identity.

Understanding the Heart of the Country

When people talk about the heart of a country, they might mean different things depending on the context. For
some, it’s the physical midpoint on a map; for others, it’s a cultural or historical hub where the essence of
national life is most visible. This dual meaning makes the phrase rich with significance and invites exploration
beyond simple geography.

Geographical Center Versus Cultural Core

The geographical heart of a country is typically the exact center point, often pinpointed by cartographers
using precise calculations. For example, the geographic center of the United States lies near Lebanon, Kansas.
However, the cultural heart often lies in places where history, art, and tradition converge—think of cities like
Nashville for American country music or Kyoto for Japan’s ancient heritage.

Both interpretations offer valuable insights. Visiting the geographical center can be a unique travel experience,
often surrounded by natural beauty or quaint communities that showcase rural life. Meanwhile, immersing
yourself in a cultural core means engaging with museums, festivals, local cuisine, and the stories that locals
cherish.

The Role of Small Towns and Rural Areas

Many people envision a country’s heart as a sprawling metropolis, but often, it’s the small towns and rural
regions that truly embody the nation’s spirit. These areas preserve traditions, maintain agricultural practices,
and foster tight-knit communities that have been the backbone of the country for generations.

Preserving Traditions in Rural Communities

In the heart of the country, traditional crafts, farming methods, and festivals continue to thrive. Visiting
these towns offers a glimpse into ways of life that have endured modern changes. For instance, farmers’
markets, county fairs, and local storytelling events provide authentic experiences rooted in history.

The Importance of Local Food and Agriculture

Agriculture plays a pivotal role in the country’s heart, supplying the food that nourishes millions. Exploring
local farms and food producers reveals how deeply connected people are to the land. Farm-to-table dining
experiences and agritourism have surged in popularity, inviting visitors to appreciate the journey from seed to
plate.



The Heart of the Country in History and Heritage

Historical landmarks often mark the heart of a country’s identity, reminding us of pivotal moments that shaped
the nation. These sites, whether ancient ruins, battlefields, or architectural marvels, serve as touchstones for
collective memory and pride.

Historic Sites and Their Stories

Every country has places where history feels alive. Walking through colonial towns, visiting preserved forts,
or exploring indigenous heritage sites offers a deeper understanding of the struggles and triumphs that define the
nation. These experiences enrich travel and inspire respect for diverse backgrounds.

Celebrating National Identity Through Festivals

Festivals held in the country’s heart often celebrate shared customs, music, and food, fostering community
spirit and national pride. From harvest festivals to independence day parades, these events invite participation
and reflection on what it means to belong to a particular country.

Natural Landscapes at the Country’s Core

Nature often plays a starring role in defining the heart of the country. Central regions may boast unique
ecosystems, breathtaking landscapes, or protected parks that attract nature lovers and adventurers alike.

Exploring National Parks and Reserves

Many countries protect their geographic centers as national parks or nature reserves, highlighting the
importance of conservation. These areas provide opportunities for hiking, wildlife watching, and reconnecting
with the natural world, which is integral to the country’s identity.

Seasonal Changes and Their Impact

The heart of the country often experiences distinct seasonal patterns that influence lifestyles and traditions.
From vibrant autumn foliage to snow-covered winters or blossoming springs, these changes shape cultural
practices and outdoor activities that are celebrated throughout the year.

Tips for Experiencing the Heart of the Country

If you’re eager to discover the heart of a country, here are some helpful tips to make your journey more
meaningful:

Research Local History: Understanding the historical context enriches your visit and helps you
appreciate the significance of landmarks and traditions.

Engage with Locals: Conversations with residents provide authentic insights and often lead to



unexpected discoveries off the beaten path.

Explore Regional Cuisine: Sampling traditional dishes and visiting farmers’ markets connects you to the
land and its people.

Participate in Festivals: Timing your visit around local celebrations offers a deeper dive into cultural
expressions and community life.

Respect Nature and Culture: Preserve the integrity of natural sites and honor local customs to ensure
these treasures endure for future generations.

The Enduring Appeal of the Country’s Heart

There’s something profoundly grounding about visiting the heart of the country. It offers a chance to step
away from the hustle and bustle, to slow down and absorb a place where the past and present coexist
harmoniously. Whether it’s the warmth of small-town hospitality, the grandeur of historic sites, or the
tranquility of untouched landscapes, the heart of the country invites us to connect with the very essence of
a nation.

Exploring these central regions can transform your understanding of the country’s identity and deepen your
appreciation for its people and traditions. It’s a journey that often leaves visitors feeling more connected not
only to the place but also to themselves. The heart of the country, in all its forms, reminds us that every
nation has a core worth discovering—an invitation to experience the soul behind the map.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is meant by 'the heart of the country' in a geographical context?

In a geographical context, 'the heart of the country' refers to the central region of a nation, often considered
its cultural, economic, or political core.

Why is 'the heart of the country' important for national identity?

The heart of the country is important for national identity because it often embodies the cultural heritage,
traditions, and values that define the nation as a whole.

How does 'the heart of the country' influence economic development?

The heart of the country typically hosts major cities, industries, and infrastructure, making it a key driver of
economic growth and development.

Can 'the heart of the country' change over time?

Yes, the heart of the country can shift due to changes in population, economic centers, political power, or
cultural significance.

What role does 'the heart of the country' play in politics?

It often serves as the political hub, housing government institutions, administrative centers, and being the
focal point for policymaking and national governance.



How is 'the heart of the country' represented in literature and art?

In literature and art, 'the heart of the country' is frequently depicted as a symbol of national pride, tradition,
and the essence of the country's spirit and character.

Additional Resources
The Heart of the Country: Exploring the Core of a Nation’s Identity and Economy

the heart of the country is often a phrase that evokes images of central regions bustling with activity, rich
cultural heritage, and pivotal economic significance. It embodies the essence of a nation—not just
geographically, but symbolically and functionally. Understanding what constitutes the heart of a country
involves delving into historical, social, and economic dimensions that define a nation's core. This article takes
a comprehensive and analytical look at the factors that contribute to the central heartbeat of any country,
highlighting regional importance, cultural symbolism, and economic impact.

The Geographic and Symbolic Center of a Nation

The heart of the country is frequently located at or near the geographic center, but its significance goes far
beyond mere coordinates on a map. Geographic centrality often aligns with political or economic hubs, where
infrastructure and governance converge. For instance, capitals like Washington D.C. in the United States or
Bras�lia in Brazil were strategically positioned to symbolize national unity and facilitate effective
administration.

However, the heart of the country can also be a region or city that holds symbolic value—whether through
historical events, cultural identity, or economic vitality. In Germany, the Ruhr Valley, although not the
geographic center, is considered the industrial heart of the nation due to its extensive coal and steel
production history. Similarly, the Midwest in the U.S. is often regarded as the country’s heartland, reflecting
the agricultural backbone and traditional American values.

Centrality in Infrastructure and Connectivity

A key aspect that defines the heart of the country is its role as a connectivity hub. This includes
transportation networks, communication systems, and logistic channels that enable the flow of goods,
people, and ideas. Central regions often host major highways, railroads, airports, and communication towers
that link various parts of the nation.

For example, cities like Chicago in the United States have earned the nickname “The Windy City” and “The
Crossroads of America” precisely because of their strategic location as transportation and commerce hubs.
The ability of these centers to facilitate nationwide connectivity underscores their critical importance to the
overall functioning of the country.

Economic Significance of the Heart of the Country

The economic weight carried by the heart of the country cannot be overstated. These regions often serve as
industrial, agricultural, or financial centers that contribute disproportionately to national GDP. Examining
economic indicators such as employment rates, industrial output, and investment flows can shed light on why
certain areas are deemed the country’s core.



Industry and Agriculture: Dual Pillars

In many countries, the heart is a blend of industrial production and agricultural output. The synergy between
these sectors bolsters economic resilience and sustains both urban and rural populations. The agricultural
heartlands supply essential food resources, whereas industrial centers drive innovation and manufacturing.

China’s central provinces, such as Henan and Hubei, exemplify this balance. These regions contribute significantly
to the country’s grain production while hosting major heavy industries and manufacturing plants. The diversity
of economic activities in such regions enhances their strategic importance within the national framework.

Urbanization and Economic Development

Urban centers located in the heart of the country often spearhead economic development by attracting
investment, talent, and innovation. The growth of metropolitan areas fosters job creation and elevates living
standards. However, rapid urbanization may also bring challenges such as congestion, pollution, and social
disparities.

For instance, India’s “Golden Quadrilateral” highway network connects major cities like Delhi, Mumbai, Chennai,
and Kolkata, forming an economic belt considered the country’s heartland. These cities drive a significant
portion of India’s economic output but also face issues related to infrastructure strain and urban poverty.

Cultural and Historical Dimensions

Beyond economics and geography, the heart of the country holds a unique place in the cultural and historical
narrative. It often preserves traditions, languages, and customs that reflect the nation’s identity. Festivals,
monuments, and heritage sites concentrated in these regions serve as living reminders of a shared past.

Preservation of National Identity

The heart of the country frequently acts as the custodian of national heritage. Museums, historical
landmarks, and cultural institutions in these areas play pivotal roles in educating citizens and fostering
patriotism. For example, the central region of Egypt, encompassing Cairo and its surroundings, is rich with
ancient monuments that symbolize the nation’s historical grandeur.

In countries with diverse ethnic or linguistic groups, the heart may also represent a melting pot where various
traditions converge, promoting unity amid diversity.

Challenges of Maintaining Cultural Cohesion

While the heart of the country often symbolizes unity, it can also be a focal point for cultural tensions,
especially in multi-ethnic nations. Balancing modernization with the preservation of cultural heritage requires
careful policy planning and community engagement.

Governments may face dilemmas in allocating resources between development projects and cultural
conservation, especially as economic priorities shift.



Environmental and Social Considerations

The heart of the country is not immune to environmental and social challenges. Urban sprawl, resource
depletion, and demographic changes can impact the sustainability of these central regions.

Environmental Impact of Industrial and Urban Growth

Industrial hubs within the heart of the country often contend with pollution and environmental degradation.
Air and water quality may decline due to manufacturing emissions and inadequate waste management.
Addressing these issues is critical for ensuring the health and well-being of residents.

Sustainable development initiatives, such as green urban planning and renewable energy adoption, are
increasingly vital in mitigating environmental harm.

Social Dynamics and Population Trends

Migration patterns frequently concentrate populations in the heart of the country, driven by employment
opportunities and better services. This influx can strain infrastructure and social services but also enrich
cultural diversity.

Effective urban governance must navigate the complexities of housing, education, healthcare, and social
integration to maintain livable conditions.

Comparative Perspectives: The Heart of the Country Across
Nations

Examining how different countries define and utilize their heart regions reveals diverse approaches shaped by
history, geography, and policy.

United States: The Midwest as the heartland symbolizes agricultural strength and traditional values,
while Washington D.C. serves as the political heart.

France: Paris dominates as the cultural, political, and economic heart, though regions like �le-de-France
concentrate population and industry.

Brazil: Bras�lia was purpose-built to decentralize governance and unify the country, representing the
political and symbolic heart.

Australia: While coastal cities are economic centers, the interior—often referred to as the
Outback—represents a unique cultural and environmental heart.

These examples illustrate that the heart of the country is a multifaceted concept, shaped by unique national
contexts.

Exploring the heart of the country reveals a complex interplay of geographic centrality, economic vitality,
cultural heritage, and social dynamics. It is the nexus where a nation’s past, present, and future converge,
reflecting the strengths and challenges that define its identity. As countries evolve, the heart continues to
beat—sometimes quietly, sometimes vigorously—reminding citizens and observers alike of what lies at the core



of their collective existence.

The Heart Of The Country

  the heart of the country: Pen and Power Sue Kossew, 1996
  the heart of the country: The right to leave a country Council of Europe, 2013-10-01 The right
to leave a country, including one's own, is a necessary prerequisite to the enjoyment of a number of
other human rights, most notably the right to seek and enjoy asylum and to be protected against
ill-treatment. States are entitled to place restrictions on the right to leave, if they are in compliance
with the European Convention on Human Rights and the European Court of Human Rights case law.
A number of measures taken or envisaged in recent years by some Council of Europe member states
in the Western Balkans pose serious challenges to the right to leave a country, enshrined in the 1963
Protocol No. 4 to the European Convention on Human Rights, as well as to the right to seek and
enjoy asylum. The situation is of particular concern to the Council of Europe Commissioner for
Human Rights given that these restrictive, migration-related measures have been adopted at the
instigation of EU member states in pursuance of their immigration and border control policies, and
have been tainted by discrimination as they have targeted and affected, in practice, the Roma. This
Issue Paper examines the right to leave a country and what it means both as a right in international
human rights instruments and as interpreted by European courts and UN treaty bodies. It focuses on
six major themes: the right to leave a country, including one's own; the right to seek and enjoy
asylum; non-nationals' right to leave a country; prohibited discrimination as regards the right to
leave a country; the situation in the Western Balkans; and the impact of the EU externalisation of
border control policies on the right to leave a country. The conclusions highlight the need for
European states to examine or re-examine their migration laws and policies in order to fully align
them with the European Convention on Human Rights and the Court's jurisprudence.
  the heart of the country: The American Midwest Andrew R. L. Cayton, Richard Sisson, Chris
Zacher, 2006-11-08 This first-ever encyclopedia of the Midwest seeks to embrace this large and
diverse area, to give it voice, and help define its distinctive character. Organized by topic, it
encourages readers to reflect upon the region as a whole. Each section moves from the general to
the specific, covering broad themes in longer introductory essays, filling in the details in the shorter
entries that follow. There are portraits of each of the region's twelve states, followed by entries on
society and culture, community and social life, economy and technology, and public life. The book
offers a wealth of information about the region's surprising ethnic diversity -- a vast array of foods,
languages, styles, religions, and customs -- plus well-informed essays on the region's history, culture
and values, and conflicts. A site of ideas and innovations, reforms and revivals, and social and
physical extremes, the Midwest emerges as a place of great complexity, signal importance, and
continual fascination.
  the heart of the country: Ford Madox Ford and Englishness Dennis Brown, Jenny Plastow,
2006 The controversial British writer Ford Madox Ford (1873-1939) is increasingly recognized as a
major presence in early twentieth-century literature. International Ford Madox Ford Studies has
been founded to reflect the recent resurgence of interest in him. Each volume is based upon a
particular theme or issue; each will relate aspects of Ford's work, life, and contacts, to broader
concerns of his time. Ford is best-known for his fiction, especially The Good Soldier, long considered
a modernist masterpiece; and Parade's End, which Anthony Burgess described as 'the finest novel
about the First World War'; and Samuel Hynes has called 'the greatest war novel ever written by an
Englishman'. These works, together with his trilogy The Fifth Queen, about Henry VIII and
Katharine Howard, are centrally concerned with the idea of Englishness. All these, and other works
across Ford's prolific oeuvre, are studied here. Critics of Edwardian and Modernist literature have
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been increasingly turning to Ford's brilliant 1905 experiment in Impressionism, The Soul of London,
as an exemplary text. His trilogy England and the English (of which this forms the first part)
provides a central reference-point for this volume, which presents Ford as a key contributor to
Edwardian debates about the 'Condition of England'. His complex, ironic attitude to Englishness
makes his approach stand out from contemporary anxieties about race and degeneration, and
anticipate the recent reconsideration of Englishness in response to post-colonialism,
multiculturalism, globalization, devolution, and the expansion and development of the European
Community. Ford's apprehension of the major social transformations of his age lets us read him as a
precursor to cultural studies. He considered mass culture and its relation to literary traditions
decades before writers like George Orwell, the Leavises, or Raymond Williams. The present book
initiates a substantial reassessment, to be continued in future volumes in the series, of Ford's
responses to these cultural transformations, his contacts with other writers, and his phases of
activity as an editor working to transform modern literature. From another point of view, the essays
here also develop the project established in earlier volumes, of reappraising Ford's engagement with
the city, history, and modernity.
  the heart of the country: Ford Madox Ford’s Literary Contacts , 2007-01-01 The controversial
British writer Ford Madox Ford (1873-1939) is increasingly recognized as a major presence in early
twentieth-century literature. This series of International Ford Madox Ford Studies was founded to
reflect the recent resurgence of interest in him. Each volume is based upon a particular theme or
issue; and relates aspects of Ford’s work, life, and contacts, to broader concerns of his time. The
present book is part of a large-scale reassessment of his roles in literary history. Ford is best-known
for his fiction, especially The Good Soldier, long considered a modernist masterpiece; and Parade’s
End, which Anthony Burgess described as ‘the finest novel about the First World War’; and Samuel
Hynes has called ‘the greatest war novel ever written by an Englishman’. But he was a prolific writer
in many different modes, which include criticism of others’ writing, and reminiscences of the many
writers he had known. One of the most striking features of his career is his close involvement with so
many of the major international literary groupings of his time. In the South-East of England at the
fin-de-siècle, he collaborated for a decade with Joseph Conrad, and befriended Henry James, and H.
G. Wells. In Edwardian London he founded the English Review, publishing these writers alongside
his new discoveries, Ezra Pound, D. H. Lawrence, and Wyndham Lewis. After the war he moved to
France, founding the transatlantic review in Paris, taking on Hemingway as a sub-editor, discovering
another generation of Modernists such as Jean Rhys and Basil Bunting, and publishing them
alongside Joyce and Gertrude Stein. He spent more time in America from the later 1920s, spending
time with Southern Agrarians, and poets such as William Carlos Williams, Charles Olson, and Robert
Lowell. He was always a tireless promoter of younger writers, reading manuscripts and
recommending them to publishers. This book takes Ford’s ‘literary contacts’ to include such creative
friendships, editorial involvements, and influential biographical encounters; and they form the most
substantial, central section on ‘Contemporaries and Confrères’, covering figures like Proust, Carlos
Williams, Rebecca West, Herbert Read, and Hemingway. But it also explores contacts with literary
texts. The first section on ‘Predecessors’ considers the impact of Ford’s reading of Trollope, George
Eliot, and Turgenev. The final section discusses ‘Successors’: writers such as Graham Greene,
Burgess, and A. S. Byatt, whose literary contacts with Ford have been as his admiring readers and
eloquent critics. Ford has been described as ‘a writer’s writer’. This volume reveals how true that
has been, and in how many ways, as it sheds new light on his relationships with other writers, both
familiar and surprising. It includes two pieces published here for the first time: one by Ford himself,
on Turgenev; the other a memoir about Ford by his contemporary, Marie Belloc Lowndes (the sister
of Hilaire Belloc).
  the heart of the country: J. M. Coetzee Dominic Head, 1997 The importance of J. M. Coetzee
in the development of twentieth-century fiction is widely recognised. His work addresses some of the
key issues of the late twentieth and early twenty-first centuries: the relationship between
postmodernism and postcolonialism, the role of history in the novel, and the question of how the



author can combine an ethical and political consciousness with a commitment to the novel as a work
of fiction. In this study, written in 1998, Dominic Head assesses Coetzee's position as a white South
African writer engaged with the legacy of colonialism. Through close readings of all the novels, Head
shows how Coetzee inhabits a transitional site between Europe and Africa, and it is from this
position that his more general concerns emerge. Coetzee's engagement with the problems facing the
postcolonial writer, Head argues, is always enriched by his awareness of a wider literary tradition.
  the heart of the country: Between Illusionism and Anti-Illusionism Marek Pawlicki, 2014-07-03
Between Illusionism and Anti-Illusionism: Self-Reflexivity in the Chosen Novels of J. M. Coetzee
takes as its premise J. M. Coetzee’s distinction between “illusionism” and “anti-illusionism”: the
realist and the self-reflexive traditions in prose fiction. The aim of this critical study is to
demonstrate that these two traditions are not opposed, but rather complementary to each other, and
enrich the novel as a genre. Based on Marek Pawlicki’s doctoral thesis, the book is a detailed
analysis of Coetzee’s oeuvre, paying particular attention to the impact of the writer’s literary essays
on his fiction. Insofar as it looks into the ways in which Coetzee’s work as a critic has affected his
novels, this book deals with the relation between fiction and literary criticism. Chapter One is an
introduction into the topic of self-reflexivity. Chapters Two to Five, devoted to Dusklands, In the
Heart of the Country, Age of Iron and Summertime, are concerned with the issue of subjectivity in
confessional discourse and the boundary between fiction and autobiography. Chapters Six to Eight,
concentrating on Foe, Slow Man, The Master of Petersburg, and Elizabeth Costello, offer insight into
Coetzee’s views on literary creation and the role of the writer in society. Between Illusionism and
Anti-Illusionism also examines intertextual references in Coetzee’s novels to the works of Tolstoy,
Dostoevsky, Kafka and Beckett.
  the heart of the country: A Dictionary of the English Language; in which the Words are
Deduced from Their Originals; and Illustrated in Their Different Significations ... Together
with a History of the Language, and an English Grammar. By Samuel Johnson ... Whith
Numerous Corrections, and with the Addition of Several Thousand Words ... by the Rev.
H.J. Todd ... In Four Volumes. Vol. 1. [-4.] , 1818
  the heart of the country: A Gazetteer of the Countries Adjacent to India on the North-West
Edward Thornton, 1844
  the heart of the country: An Account of the Countries Adjoining to Hudson's Bay, in the
North-West Part of America Dobbs, 1744
  the heart of the country: Introduction to Central African Republic Gilad James, PhD, The
Central African Republic (CAR) is a landlocked country in the heart of Africa. Its population of
around 5 million inhabitants is one of the poorest in the world, despite the presence of valuable
mineral resources such as diamonds, gold and uranium. CAR has a diverse ethnic makeup, with over
80 ethnic groups, each with its own language and traditions. One of the countryâ��s largest ethnic
groups is the Bayaka, who are traditionally hunter-gatherers, while the Bantu peoples are the largest
group in terms of population. CAR has experienced significant political instability since its
independence from France in 1960. The country has been plagued by coups, rebellions, and armed
conflicts, which have severely impacted the countryâ��s economic and social development. The two
most recent crises took place in 2013 and 2020, with the former leading to a period of sectarian
violence and displacement, and the latter leading to the overthrow of the incumbent president,
Faustin-Archange TouadÃ©ra, by a coalition of rebel groups. Despite the countryâ��s challenges,
efforts are underway to stabilize the political situation and to address the humanitarian needs of the
population.
  the heart of the country: The Report: Egypt 2019 Oliver Cornock, With a young and
fast-growing population, Egypt is one of Africa’s most populous countries. It is the 30th-largest
country in the world by land area. The country is home to the world’s longest river, the Nile River
extends into Africa at a length of is 6850 km. For about 3000 years, up until the arrival of the
Romans in 30 BCE, the Nile Valley was at the centre of the human story and civilisation. Successive
pharaonic dynasties made contributions to human advancement in a number of fields, from



economic organisation and legal structures, to art, architecture, mathematics, technological
development and medicine.
  the heart of the country: J.M. Coetzee & the Life of Writing David Attwell, 2015-09-17 J.M.
Coetzee is one of the world's most intriguing authors. Compelling, razor-sharp, erudite: the
adjectives pile up but the heart of the fiction remains elusive. Now, in J.M. Coetzee and the Life of
Writing, David Attwell explores the extraordinary creative processes behind Coetzee's novels from
Dusklands to The Childhood of Jesus. Using Coetzee's manuscripts, notebooks, and research
papers—recently deposited at the Harry Ransom Center of the University of Texas at Austin—Attwell
produces a fascinating story. He shows convincingly that Coetzee's work is strongly
autobiographical, the memoirs being continuous with the fictions, and that his writing proceeds with
never-ending self-reflection. Having worked closely with him on Doubling the Point: Essays and
Interviews and given early access to Coetzee's archive, David Attwell is an engaging, authoritative
source. J. M. Coetzee and the Life of Writing is a fresh, fascinating take on one of the most important
and opaque literary figures of our time. This moving account will change the way Coetzee is read, by
teachers, critics, and general readers.
  the heart of the country: A Journey from Madras Through the Countries of Mysore,
Canara, and Malabar,... Francis Buchanan, 1807
  the heart of the country: Military Operations of the Dutch Army, 10th-17th May 1940 P.
L. G. Doorman, 2005 Most studies of the 1940 Western Campaign have tended to focus on a narrow
range of topics, principally those relating the German forces or the epic of Dunkirk. The publication
of this title is aimed at redressing the balance by providing a detailed account of the operations of
the Dutch army during this campaign. The author begins by presenting a detailed account of the
Dutch army prior to the campaign, including its plan of campaign. He also includes a fascinating
chapter discussing the geography of the Netherlands from a military point of view. The remainder of
the text consists of a daily account of the Dutch army's operations down to regimental or
independent battalion-level. In doing so, the author clearly demonstrates the combat capability of
the Dutch troops and the brave and tenacious defense with which they met the German invasion.
Appendices provide a detailed order-of-battle, and sample orders. This is a significant contribution to
the literature available on the 1940 campaign in France and the Low Countries.
  the heart of the country: The Country Gentleman , 1853
  the heart of the country: Eliza Cook's Journal , 1852
  the heart of the country: Routledge Handbook of Sport in the Middle East Danyel Reiche,
Paul Michael Brannagan, 2022-04-27 This Handbook provides a succinct overview of sport in the
Middle East, drawing in scholars from a wide variety of geographical and disciplinary backgrounds
(history, politics, sociology, economics and regional studies), with different methodological
approaches, to create the ‘go-to’ text on the subject. After the introduction, 33 chapters from leading
subject experts cover areas including history, politics, society, economy and nationhood. The authors
help shed light on how certain Middle Eastern countries have become increasingly active in
international sports, and the efforts made to positioning themselves as the new global ‘sports hubs’.
Split into five sections, the book offers a multi-disciplinary analysis of a diverse range of sports
across the geographic Middle East, including football, mixed martial arts, rugby, athletics and
cycling. The authors highlight and respond to issues such as the naturalisation of athletes, female
athleticism, sports media and supporter cultures. The Routledge Handbook of Sport in the Middle
East stands apart from previous research through offering first-hand accounts of sport in the area
from authors who live and work in the region or have a history of regularly visiting and conducting
research in the region. It will be of interest to academics and students alike, in the fields of Middle
East politics, sport, sport in the Middle East, international relations, governance and sociology.
  the heart of the country: May 1940 , 2010-04-27 In May 1940, the Netherlands were overrun
by German armed forces. The five-day campaign might seem to be a prime example of Blitzkrieg,
which led shortly afterwards to the rapid and unexpected overthrow of France. This book, based on
the newest scholarly research, argues that this is too simple a view. Even though the German assault



on the Netherlands made use of tanks, aircraft and airborne troops, it was still a classic campaign
against a weak opponent in a theater on the margins of Fall Gelb. In many instances, artillery and
infantry were the decisive factors and it is debatable whether the bombing of Rotterdam can be seen
as a precursor to the aerial terror campaigns against civilian populations that marked the later
stages the Second World War. Contributors are H. Amersfoort, H.W. van den Doel, P.H. Kamphuis,
P.M.J. de Koster, C.M. Schulten and J.W.M. Schulten.
  the heart of the country: A Companion to the Works of J. M. Coetzee Tim Mehigan, 2014-02
New essays providing critical views of Coetzee's major works for the scholar and the general reader.
J. M. Coetzee is perhaps the most critically acclaimed bestselling author of imaginative fiction
writing in English today. He received the Nobel Prize for Literature in 2003 and is the first writer to
have been awarded two BookerPrizes. The present volume makes critical views of this important
writer accessible to the general reader as well as the scholar, discussing Coetzee's main works in
chronological order and introducing the dominant themes in the academic discussion of his oeuvre.
The volume highlights Coetzee's exceptionally nuanced approach to writing as both an exacting craft
and a challenging moral-ethical undertaking. It discusses Coetzee's complex relation to apartheid
and post-apartheid South Africa, the land of his birth, and evaluates his complicated responses to
the literary canon. Coetzee emerges as both a modernist and a highly self-aware postmodernist - a
champion of the truths of aliterary enterprise conducted unrelentingly in the mode of
self-confession. Contributors: Chris Ackerley, Derek Attridge, Carrol Clarkson, Simone Drichel,
Johan Geertsema, David James, Michelle Kelly, Sue Kossew, MikeMarais, James Meffan, Tim
Mehigan, Chris Prentice, Engelhard Weigl, Kim L. Worthington. Tim Mehigan is Professor of
Languages in the Department of Languages and Cultures at the University of Otago, New Zealand
and Honorary Professor in the Department of Languages and Comparative Cultural Studies at the
University of Queensland, Australia.
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