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Is Voodoo a Closed Practice? Exploring the Mysteries and Accessibility of Voodoo Traditions

is voodoo a closed practice is a question that often arises among those curious about this deeply
spiritual and culturally rich tradition. Voodoo, with its roots in West African religions and its evolution
in the Caribbean, particularly Haiti, carries an aura of mystery that invites intrigue but also
misunderstanding. Many wonder whether Voodoo is a secretive, exclusive religion accessible only to
initiated insiders, or if it is an open spiritual path that welcomes newcomers. In this article, we will
delve into the nature of Voodoo, its cultural and religious contexts, and the nuances behind the idea
of it being “closed” or “open.” Along the way, we’'ll unpack common misconceptions and shed light on
the practice’s accessibility.

Understanding the Foundations of Voodoo

Voodoo, often spelled Vodou or Vodun, is a syncretic religion that blends African spiritual beliefs with
elements of Catholicism and indigenous Caribbean traditions. It developed primarily in Haiti during
the 18th and 19th centuries among enslaved Africans who preserved their ancestral practices while
adapting to new environments.

The Role of Initiation in Voodoo

One hallmark of traditional Voodoo is the process of initiation. This is a spiritual rite through which an
individual becomes a recognized member of the Voodoo community, gaining the ability to interact
with the spirits known as loa (or Iwa). Initiation ceremonies are typically conducted by a priest or
priestess—Houngan or Mambo, respectively—and involve rituals, offerings, and sometimes trance
possession.

Because initiation is central to full participation in Voodoo religious life, some might assume that
Voodoo is a closed practice restricted to those formally initiated. While it’s true that certain roles and
deeper spiritual knowledge are reserved for initiated practitioners, this doesn’t mean that Voodoo is
entirely inaccessible or secretive.

Is Voodoo a Closed Practice? The Access and Openness
of Voodoo Traditions

The question of whether Voodoo is a closed practice hinges on what aspects of the religion one is
referring to. Let’s explore some key dimensions that influence the perception of Voodoo’s openness or
exclusivity.



Community and Cultural Context

Voodoo is deeply intertwined with community life in places like Haiti, Louisiana, and parts of West
Africa. For many practitioners, Voodoo is not just a religion but a way of life, involving communal
ceremonies, healing practices, and social support networks.

In these communities, participation in Voodoo ceremonies can often be open to observers or visitors,
especially during public festivals or rituals. However, active involvement, such as performing rituals or
communicating directly with the loa, typically requires initiation and years of learning under a mentor.

Secrecy and Protection of Sacred Knowledge

Like many spiritual traditions worldwide, Voodoo has elements of secrecy, particularly regarding
sacred rites and the use of spiritual tools. This is partly a measure of respect for the power of these
practices and partly a way to protect the religion from misunderstanding and exploitation.

Therefore, while basic knowledge about Voodoo and its general practices may be shared openly, the
deeper mysteries—such as the specific sequences of initiation rites, the meanings of certain symbols,
or the invocation of particular spirits—are guarded and passed down orally within initiated circles.

Dispelling Common Myths About Voodoo’s Accessibility

Because of Hollywood portrayals and sensational stories, Voodoo is often misunderstood as a dark,
secretive cult accessible only to a select few. This misconception fuels the idea that Voodoo is a
closed practice designed to exclude outsiders.

Voodoo as a Living, Adaptive Religion

In reality, Voodoo is a living, evolving religion that adapts to the needs of its practitioners. Many
Voodoo priests and priestesses today engage with outsiders, educate curious individuals, and even
perform public ceremonies to demystify the faith.

Moreover, spiritual healing, divination, and community support through Voodoo are often available to
non-initiated individuals who respect the traditions and seek assistance. This openness reflects the
religion’s core values of community and mutual aid.

Learning About Voodoo Without Initiation

For those interested in understanding Voodoo without formal initiation, there are opportunities to
study its history, symbolism, music, and cultural impact. Numerous books, documentaries, and
academic works explore Voodoo'’s rich heritage.



However, it's important for learners to approach this study with cultural sensitivity and an awareness
that reading about a religion is not the same as practicing it. True spiritual participation involves
relationships and experiences that go beyond intellectual knowledge.

The Role of Initiation: Gateway or Barrier?

Initiation in Voodoo serves both as a gateway to deeper spiritual engagement and a protective
boundary. Here’s how to understand its dual role:

e Spiritual Readiness: Initiation prepares the individual to handle the powerful energies and
responsibilities involved in communicating with spirits.

e Cultural Continuity: It ensures that the religion’s teachings and rituals are preserved
accurately and respectfully across generations.

e Community Trust: Initiation establishes a formal relationship between the practitioner and the
spiritual community, fostering trust and accountability.

While initiation might seem like a barrier to outsiders, it can also be viewed as a rite of passage that
those genuinely committed to the tradition can undertake with proper guidance.

How Outsiders Can Respectfully Engage with Voodoo

If you're curious about Voodoo and want to engage respectfully without formal initiation, here are
some tips:

1. Attend Public Ceremonies: Many Voodoo communities hold public events where visitors can
observe music, dance, and rituals.

2. Learn from Authentic Sources: Seek out teachings from legitimate practitioners and
scholars rather than relying on sensationalized media.

3. Respect Cultural Boundaries: Understand that some knowledge is sacred and not meant for
casual sharing.

4. Avoid Appropriation: Don’t attempt to replicate rituals or use spiritual objects without
permission or guidance.

5. Ask Questions Thoughtfully: Engage with practitioners with genuine curiosity and humility.

Such approaches foster mutual respect and help dismantle the stigma around Voodoo as a secretive



or closed practice.

The Intersection of Voodoo with Modern Spirituality

In recent years, Voodoo has intersected with broader spiritual movements that emphasize healing,
ancestral connection, and nature-based practices. This has led to renewed interest and sometimes
controversy over who can claim authentic Voodoo practice.

Some modern practitioners blend Voodoo with other traditions or adapt rituals for contemporary
contexts. While this can increase accessibility, it also raises questions about preserving the religion’s
integrity and cultural roots.

Balancing Tradition and Accessibility

The tension between maintaining Voodoo as a closed, initiated practice and opening it to wider
audiences reflects a broader dynamic in many indigenous and spiritual traditions today. On one hand,
preserving sacred knowledge safeguards the religion’s power and meaning. On the other, sharing
aspects of Voodoo can promote understanding, respect, and cultural appreciation.

Ultimately, whether Voodoo is perceived as closed or open depends on the community, the level of
involvement, and the intentions of those seeking to learn or participate.

Exploring the question of "is voodoo a closed practice" reveals a complex tapestry of tradition,
initiation, community, and evolving cultural exchange. While full spiritual participation often requires
initiation, the religion itself is not necessarily an impenetrable mystery but a living faith that
welcomes respect and sincere curiosity.

Frequently Asked Questions

Is voodoo considered a closed religious practice?

Voodoo is often viewed as a closed practice because it traditionally requires initiation and guidance
from experienced practitioners to fully participate in its rituals and ceremonies.

Can outsiders practice voodoo without initiation?

While outsiders can learn about voodoo and perform some basic rituals, full participation and
understanding typically require initiation and mentorship within the voodoo community.

Why is voodoo regarded as a secretive or closed tradition?

Voodoo involves sacred knowledge, rituals, and spirits that are usually transmitted orally within
initiated groups, making it secretive and closed to uninitiated individuals.



Are there open or public voodoo ceremonies?

Some voodoo ceremonies are open to the public, especially in cultural festivals, but core rituals and
practices remain closed to non-initiates.

How does initiation in voodoo work?

Initiation in voodoo involves a series of rituals where the individual is introduced to the spirits (Iwa)
and becomes a member of the community, gaining access to deeper spiritual knowledge.

Is it respectful to practice voodoo without initiation?

Practicing voodoo without proper initiation and respect for its traditions can be seen as cultural
appropriation and disrespectful to practitioners.

Do all voodoo traditions have closed practices?

Most voodoo traditions emphasize initiation and secrecy, but the degree of closed practice can vary
depending on the region and community.

How does voodoo's closed nature affect its preservation?

The closed nature helps preserve voodoo's sacred knowledge and rituals from being diluted or
misrepresented by outsiders.

Can voodoo be studied academically without initiation?

Yes, voodoo can be studied academically through ethnographic research and historical study, but this
differs from participating in the religious practice itself.

Is voodoo similar to other closed religious practices?

Yes, like many indigenous and traditional religions, voodoo requires initiation and maintains secrecy
around its rituals, making it similar to other closed religious systems.

Additional Resources

Is Voodoo a Closed Practice? An Investigative Review of Secrecy and Accessibility in Voodoo
Traditions

is voodoo a closed practice is a question that has intrigued scholars, spiritual seekers, and cultural
enthusiasts alike. Voodoo, often shrouded in mystery and misunderstood through popular media, is a
complex religious and cultural system with deep roots in West African, Caribbean, and Haitian
traditions. Understanding whether voodoo is a closed practice requires a thorough examination of its
historical context, ritualistic elements, community dynamics, and modern interpretations. This article
undertakes an analytical exploration of voodoo’s accessibility, secrecy, and the degree to which its
practitioners guard or share their spiritual knowledge.



Understanding Voodoo: Origins and Cultural Context

Voodoo, or Vodou as it is spelled in Haiti, is more than just a religion; it is a living tradition that
combines elements of African spirituality, Catholicism, and indigenous Caribbean beliefs. Originating
primarily from the Fon and Ewe peoples of West Africa, voodoo was transported to the Americas
during the transatlantic slave trade. Over centuries, enslaved Africans preserved and adapted their
spiritual practices under oppressive conditions, leading to the unique syncretic religions practiced
today in Haiti, Louisiana, and parts of West Africa.

One key aspect of voodoo is its community-centered nature. Unlike some Western religions that
emphasize individual spirituality, voodoo relies heavily on communal rituals, ceremonies, and the
transmission of knowledge through initiatory processes. This communal focus often fuels the
perception that voodoo is a closed practice, accessible only to those within certain social or spiritual
circles.

Is Voodoo a Closed Practice? The Role of Secrecy and
Initiation

The question of whether voodoo is a closed practice is nuanced. At its core, voodoo involves secrets
and initiatory rites that are not shared openly with outsiders. These secrets serve several purposes:
protecting sacred knowledge, maintaining the power of rituals, and ensuring that practitioners are
properly prepared to engage with spiritual forces.

The Initiation Process and Its Implications

Initiation is a critical component in voodoo. It marks the formal entry of an individual into the spiritual
community and often involves complex rituals, including ceremonies invoking spirits known as loa (or
Iwa). During this process, initiates receive esoteric knowledge, ritual tools, and spiritual guidance that
are not disclosed to uninitiated individuals.

This controlled transmission of knowledge can lead to voodoo being perceived as exclusive or closed.
Many practitioners and priests (houngans) or priestesses (mambos) view these rituals as sacred and

potentially dangerous if misunderstood or misused by outsiders. Therefore, they deliberately restrict

access to certain teachings and practices.

Secrecy as Protection and Preservation

Secrecy in voodoo has historical roots as a form of protection. During colonial times and even today,
voodoo practitioners have faced persecution, discrimination, and misunderstanding. Keeping rituals
and beliefs confidential has been a way to safeguard their tradition from external threats.

Moreover, secrecy helps preserve the authenticity and integrity of voodoo practices. By limiting
access, communities prevent dilution or misrepresentation of their spiritual system, which is often



subject to sensationalism in popular culture.

Accessibility of Voodoo: Open Practices and Public
Perceptions

Despite elements of secrecy, voodoo is not entirely a closed practice. Many aspects of voodoo are
openly shared, especially in regions where it is practiced openly and legally. Public ceremonies,
festivals, and community gatherings provide opportunities for outsiders to observe and sometimes
participate in certain rituals.

Public Ceremonies and Community Engagement

In Haiti, voodoo is a recognized religion with public temples (hounfors) and annual celebrations such
as the Féte Gede, honoring the spirits of the dead. These events often welcome visitors and foster
cultural exchange. Similarly, in New Orleans, voodoo practitioners sometimes offer public services,
including readings, spiritual counseling, and participation in cultural events.

These open aspects challenge the notion that voodoo is entirely inaccessible or closed. They also
highlight the religion’s adaptability and resilience in diverse social contexts.

Educational Resources and Popular Interest

In recent decades, academic studies, documentaries, and books on voodoo have increased public
knowledge about the tradition. While scholarly work often respects the boundaries of sacred
knowledge, it has demystified many misconceptions. Additionally, some voodoo practitioners have
embraced educational outreach to correct stereotypes and promote cultural understanding.

However, this accessibility is often limited to surface-level knowledge. Deep spiritual teachings and
ritual intricacies remain guarded, maintaining a boundary between casual interest and committed
practice.

Comparative Perspectives: Voodoo and Other Esoteric
Traditions

To better understand whether voodoo is a closed practice, it is helpful to compare it with other
esoteric or initiatory religions, such as Kabbalah in Judaism, Sufism in Islam, or certain Gnostic
Christian sects.

Like voodoo, these traditions involve layers of knowledge accessible only through initiation or
dedicated study. They often maintain secrecy to protect their sacred teachings and to ensure
practitioners have the maturity and understanding to engage safely with spiritual forces.



In this context, voodoo’s structure is not unique but rather characteristic of many spiritual systems
that balance public worship with private, esoteric knowledge.

The Pros and Cons of Voodoo’s Closed Aspects

Examining the closed nature of voodoo practices reveals both advantages and challenges.

e Pros: Preservation of cultural identity, protection from exploitation, maintenance of ritual
efficacy, and safeguarding of sacred knowledge.

e Cons: Potential for misunderstanding and mistrust by outsiders, barriers to cross-cultural
dialogue, and sometimes fueling myths and stereotypes due to lack of transparency.

The balance between secrecy and openness is delicate and varies among different voodoo
communities and practitioners.

Modern Adaptations and the Future of Voodoo’s
Accessibility

In the contemporary world, globalization and digital communication are influencing voodoo practices.
Online forums, social media, and virtual workshops have made some aspects of voodoo more
accessible than ever before. However, this accessibility often comes with the risk of misinterpretation
or commodification.

Some practitioners advocate for greater openness to educate the public and dispel myths, while
others emphasize the importance of maintaining boundaries to protect their tradition. This ongoing
dialogue reflects the dynamic nature of voodoo as it navigates between tradition and modernity.

Voodoo’s status as a “closed practice” cannot be reduced to a simple yes or no. Instead, it is a
complex interplay of secrecy, sanctity, community, and cultural resilience that continues to evolve.
Understanding these nuances is essential for anyone interested in the rich spiritual tapestry that
voodoo represents.

Is Voodoo A Closed Practice

is voodoo a closed practice: The Witch Studies Reader Soma Chaudhuri, Jane Ward,
2025-02-21 Stories about witches are by their nature stories about the most basic and profound of
human experiences—healing, sex, violence, tragedies, aging, death, and encountering the mystery
and magic of the unknown. It is no surprise, then, that witches loom large in our cultural
imaginations. In academia, studies of witches rarely emerge from scholars who are themselves
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witches and/or embedded in communities of witchcraft practitioners. The Witch Studies Reader
brings together a diverse group of scholars, practitioners, and scholar-practitioners who examine
witchcraft from a critical decolonial feminist perspective that decenters Europe and departs from
exoticizing and pathologizing writing on witchcraft in the global South. The authors show how
witches are keepers of suppressed knowledges, builders of new futures, exemplars of praxis, and
theorists in their own right. Throughout, they account for the vastly different national,
political-economic, and cultural contexts in which “the witch” is currently being claimed and
repudiated. Offering a pathbreaking transnational feminist examination of witches and witchcraft
that upends white supremacist, colonial, patriarchal knowledge regimes, this volume brings into
being the interdisciplinary field of feminist witch studies. Contributors. Maria Amir, Ruth Asiimwe,
Bernadette Barton, Ethel Brooks, Shelina Brown, Ruth Charnock, Soma Chaudhuri, Carolyn
Chernoff, Saira Chhibber, Simon Clay, Krystal Cleary, Adrianna L. Ernstberger, Tina Escaja, Laurie
Essig, Marcelitte Failla, D Ferrett, Marion Goldman, Jaime Hartless, Margaretha Haughwout,
Patricia Humura, Apoorvaa Joshi, Govind Kelkar, Oliver Kellhammer, Ayca Kurtoglu, Helen
Macdonald, Isabel Machado, Brandy Renee McCann, Dev Nathan, Mary Jo Neitz, Amy Nichols-Belo,
Allison (or AP) Pierce, Emma Quilty, Anna Rogel, Karen Schaller, Jacquelyn Marie Shannon,
Shashank Shekhar Sinha, Gabriella V. Smith, Nathan Snaza, Shannon Hughes Spence, Eric
Steinhart, Morena Tartari, Nicole Trigg, Katie Von Wald, Tushabe wa Tushabe, Jane Ward

is voodoo a closed practice: Cruel Stakes Nina Walker, 2021-07-08 Cross your heart and
hope to live. I should leave them alone and be done with vampires. I finally have my mother back,
I'm dating the perfect guy, and I've parted ways with Adrian Teresi. But I have an opportunity to
help the hunters and hopefully learn something that could save more humans. Not to mention, I
need answers about the venom burning through my veins. So I go back to The Alabaster Heart to
strike another deal with the vampire prince. The game of cat and mouse that follows is expected,
and maybe even a little fun, but nothing prepares me for the day that our games end—and the
consequences begin. From USA Today Bestselling author Nina Walker comes the second installment
of the Vampires & Vices series. Be warned, once you start you won’t be able to stop.

is voodoo a closed practice: Close Call Laura DiSilverio, 2016-09-08 Mistaking a killer's
phone for her own, Sydney Ellison is drawn back to a past she thought she'd left behind for good
After living through the media shaming of a political sex scandal when she was in college, Sydney
Ellison fears notoriety above all. So when she stumbles onto a plot to assassinate a senator, she
resists contacting the police. Before she can make herself do the right thing, the assassin tracks her
down and kills her fiancé. Now a murder suspect and a killer's target, Sydney reluctantly enlists the
aid of her estranged sister, who betrayed her fifteen years earlier. Sydney must overcome her
distrust and put all she has worked for on the line to stop the killer and his employer before more
people die. Praise: Named one of Library Journal's Best Books of 2016 in Mystery DiSilverio's
excellent plotting in her stand-alone thriller will keep readers on the edge of their seats...A treat for
Megan Abbott fans.—Library Journal(starred review) This stand-alone has a fast-moving plot that's
so engrossing.—Kirkus Reviews Twisty, intriguing, and terrific! An engaging heroine with a
heart-breakingly complicated secret, a bitter family feud, conspiracy in the nation's capital, and
non-stop suspense. Fans of David Baldacci . . . will cheer this emotional and exciting thriller. Loved
it!'—Hank Phillippi Ryan, Agatha, Anthony and Mary Higgins Clark Award-winning author of Say No
More

is voodoo a closed practice: Tales from the Haunted South Tiya Miles, 2015-08-12 In this book
Tiya Miles explores the popular yet troubling phenomenon of “ghost tours,” frequently promoted and
experienced at plantations, urban manor homes, and cemeteries throughout the South. As a staple of
the tours, guides entertain paying customers by routinely relying on stories of enslaved black
specters. But who are these ghosts? Examining popular sites and stories from these tours, Miles
shows that haunted tales routinely appropriate and skew African American history to produce
representations of slavery for commercial gain. “Dark tourism” often highlights the most
sensationalist and macabre aspects of slavery, from salacious sexual ties between white masters and



black women slaves to the physical abuse and torture of black bodies to the supposedly exotic nature
of African spiritual practices. Because the realities of slavery are largely absent from these tours,
Miles reveals how they continue to feed problematic “Old South” narratives and erase the hard
truths of the Civil War era. In an incisive and engaging work, Miles uses these troubling cases to
shine light on how we feel about the Civil War and race, and how the ghosts of the past are still with
us.

is voodoo a closed practice: The Oxford Handbook of Close Relationships Jeffry A.
Simpson, Lorne Campbell, 2013-05-02 This book provides an in-depth and comprehensive summary
of the psychology of close relationships, and showcases classic and contemporary theories, models,
and empirical research that have been conducted in the field.

is voodoo a closed practice: Sailing Close to the Wind Dennis Skinner, Kevin Maguire,
2014-09-18 Dennis Skinner, the famed Beast of Bolsover, is adored by legions of supporters and
respected as well as feared by admiring enemies. Fiery and forthright, with a prodigious recall,
Skinner is one of the best-known politicians in Britain. He remains as passionate and committed to
the causes he champions as on the first day he entered the House of Commons back in 1970. In an
age of growing cynicism about politicians, the witty and astute Skinner is renowned as a brightly
burning beacon of principle. He has watched Prime Ministers come and go - Heath, Wilson,
Callaghan, Thatcher, Major, Blair, Brown - and yet remains uncorrupted by patronage and
compromise. Cameron discovered Skinner's popularity when a public backlash forced the current
PM to apologise in Parliament for calling Skinner a dinosaur who should be in a museum. Skinner at
eighty has a unique take on post-war Britain. A combatant in the great social, industrial and political
upheavals of the last half century, he's resisted telling his extraordinary story. Until now.

is voodoo a closed practice: Close to Om Andrea Marcum, 2017-12-26 Andrea Marcum's
Close to Om is a beautifully illustrated, practical and philosophical, yoga book that promotes and
teaches mindfulness in both your yoga practice and your everyday life. Before Marcum was a sought
after celebrity yoga teacher, she was someone who thought she couldn’t do yoga because she
couldn’t be still. Now after sixteen years of teaching yoga, she works with network executives, global
brands, Hollywood actresses, and everyone in between. Yoga is the yoke of body, mind, and spirit,
and in Close to Om, Marcum offers a guide to teach all three aspects of yoga showcasing Marcum'’s
signature unique style, this program combines the teaching of poses with the exploration of yoga
philosophy and insight into meditation and mindfulness. By the end of Close to Om, readers will not
only know a lot about yoga and its poses, but they’ll also know more about themselves: who they are,
what they want, and how to get there—on and off their mat. The progression in Close to Om is the
architecture of every yoga practice—and will show readers that how they do their yoga is how they
do their life.

is voodoo a closed practice: Close to Home Juan C. Guerra, 1998-10-30 When teachers are
familiar with what adults and children bring with them into the classroom, they are far better
prepared to develop appropriate curricula and pedagogical techniques. Close to Home is a unique
portrayal and analysis of the language, literacy, and cultural resources of a social network of
Mexicano adults living in a rural community in Mexico and Chicago's inner city. By exploring the
ways in which this group's experiences as immigrants have affected their communicative practices,
the author provides a basis for understanding how researchers, policy makers, and educators can
provide these adults and their children with a relevant education that effectively embraces their
schooling and lived experience. After establishing a historical and sociocultural context for the
author's analysis, this rich ethnographic study presents a variety of oral and written sample texts,
including tape recordings of everyday oral language use, personal letters, and autobiographical
writing.

is voodoo a closed practice: Researching Interpersonal Relationships Jimmie Manning,
Adrianne Kunkel, 2013-03-22 This accessible book explores and demonstrates methodological tools
used to guide qualitative relationships research, especially studies of interpersonal communication.
Researching Interpersonal Relationships introduces both classic and cutting-edge methodological



approaches for qualitative inquiry and analysis, including opening chapters with accessible
overviews of interpretive theory and research design. Additional chapters feature a detailed
overview of a specific method and analytical tool and are illustrated by original research studies
from leading scholars in the field, each in a different interpersonal communication context.
Post-study interviews with the researchers are also provided to allow new and experienced
researchers a better understanding of how qualitative research approaches can expand and solidify
understandings of personal relationships. This groundbreaking book is the first of its kind written
especially for relationships researchers on qualitative research, and it makes a welcome addition to
advanced undergraduate and graduate student classrooms as well as any serious qualitative
relationships researcher’s bookshelf.

is voodoo a closed practice: Tales of the Dead Bill Pronzini, 1986

is voodoo a closed practice: The Way of the Witch Danielle Luet, 2024-08-20 Find Your Path
in Witchcraft Confidently start your journey into witchcraft with the expert guidance of Danielle
Luet. As a practicing witch who has refined her craft over decades, Danielle is the perfect spiritual
mentor to guide you with wisdom, resources, rituals and more. Danielle first helps you decide which
type of witchcraft you’d like to practice. Then take your first steps in your journey by learning how
to source tools to aid you, establish a sacred space and practice ethically. Discover how to hone and
deepen your practice in actionable, practical ways through divination, working with herbs and
crystals, celebrating witches” holidays and more. Guest chapters from other prominent voices in the
witchcraft community provide unique insights into the ways you can personalize your experience. No
matter where your path is heading, Danielle’s sage wisdom will ensure you begin your practice with
confidence and grow into the witch you want to become.

is voodoo a closed practice: God Bless America Karen Stollznow, 2014-07-01 God Bless
America lifts the veil on strange and unusual religious beliefs and practices in the modern-day
United States. Do Satanists really sacrifice babies? Do exorcisms involve swearing and spinning
heads? Are the Amish allowed to drive cars and use computers? Taking a close look at snake
handling, new age spirituality, Santeria spells, and satanic rituals, this book offers more than mere
armchair research, taking you to an exorcism and a polygamist compound—and allowing you to sit
among the beards and bonnets in a Mennonite church and to hear L. Ron Hubbard's stories told as
sermons during a Scientology service. From the Amish to Voodoo, the beliefs and practices explored
in this book may be unorthodox—and often dangerous—but they are always fascinating. While some
of them are dying out, and others are gaining popularity with a modern audience, all offer insight
into the future of religion in the United States—and remind that fact is often stranger than fiction.

is voodoo a closed practice: Rosen's Emergency Medicine - Concepts and Clinical Practice,
2-Volume Set,Expert Consult Premium Edition - Enhanced Online Features and Print,7 James Adams,
2010-01-01 This reference places the latest information at users' fingertips, and a more streamlined
format makes it easy to find the exact information quickly and conveniently. Includes access to a
companion Web site for additional resources.

is voodoo a closed practice: Crescent City Tales Verone Johnson,

is voodoo a closed practice: Dewitched Tim Baker, 2004-09-25 What you need to know about
the dangers of Wicca & Witchcraft.

is voodoo a closed practice: Encyclopedia of African American History, 1619-1895 Paul
Finkelman, 2006-04-06 It is impossible to understand America without understanding the history of
African Americans. In nearly seven hundred entries, the Encyclopedia of African American History,
1619-1895 documents the full range of the African American experience during that period - from
the arrival of the first slave ship to the death of Frederick Douglass - and shows how all aspects of
American culture, history, and national identity have been profoundly influenced by the experience
of African Americans.The Encyclopedia covers an extraordinary range of subjects. Major topics such
as Abolitionism, Black Nationalism, the Civil War, the Dred Scott case, Reconstruction, Slave
Rebellions and Insurrections, the Underground Railroad, and Voting Rights are given the in-depth
treatment one would expect. But the encyclopedia also contains hundreds of fascinating entries on



less obvious subjects, such as the African Grove Theatre, Black Seafarers, Buffalo Soldiers, the
Catholic Church and African Americans, Cemeteries and Burials, Gender, Midwifery, New York
African Free Schools, Oratory and Verbal Arts, Religion and Slavery, the Secret Six, and much more.
In addition, the Encyclopedia offers brief biographies of important African Americans - as well as
white Americans who have played a significant role in African American history - from Crispus
Attucks, John Brown, and Henry Ward Beecher to Olaudah Equiano, Frederick Douglass, Sarah
Grimke, Sojourner Truth, Nat Turner, Phillis Wheatley, and many others.All of the Encyclopedia's
alphabetically arranged entries are accessibly written and free of jargon and technical terms. To
facilitate ease of use, many composite entries gather similar topics under one headword. The entry
for Slave Narratives, for example, includes three subentries: The Slave Narrative in America from
the Colonial Period to the Civil War, Interpreting Slave Narratives, and African and British Slave
Narratives. A headnote detailing the various subentries introduces each composite entry. Selective
bibliographies and cross-references appear at the end of each article to direct readers to related
articles within the Encyclopedia and to primary sources and scholarly works beyond it. A topical
outline, chronology of major events, nearly 300 black and white illustrations, and comprehensive
index further enhance the work's usefulness.

is voodoo a closed practice: In the Midnight Hour Lori Handeland, 2023-08-31 A shapeshifting
tale of dark secrets and hidden worlds from the voice of New York Times bestselling author Lori
Handeland. Just when I thought it was safe to go home... I've been running too long. I'd gotten
sloppy. Sloppy gets you captured. But it turns out, the very one I thought I had to hide from, saved
me. I just want to live peacefully. But happy family, er, pack reunions don’t seem to be in my future.
When my dark secret is used against me, I'm forced to run again. This time, help comes from the
most unexpected source, the greatest werewolf hunter of all time, Edward Mandenauer. To get what
we both want—the end of the sadistic, yet sexy, werewolf Zane—Edward and I join forces. But Zane
isn’t working alone. Nor is he who or what he says he is. He’s much, much more... All [ want is the
life I believed I'd lost, but at this rate, I'll end up captured, imprisoned, enslaved . . . or dead. From
the voice of New York Times bestselling author Lori Handeland, the final installment in the Midnight
Madness trilogy takes you deep into her Nightcreature world, complete with the humor, depth of
characterization and fast-paced plot lines the author is known for while showcasing her incredible
range.

is voodoo a closed practice: Cultures of Color in America Sybil Lassiter, 1998-01-26 By the
year 2000, more than one-third of Americans will be persons of color, and by 2050 non-white
persons will constitute 45% of the population. Immigration from European countries has decreased,
but the number of migrants from countries of non-white ancestry has increased. Consequently, many
Americans are showing a growing interest in knowledge about the values and behaviors of their
diverse associates. This book offers an insight into the diverse lifestyles for some cultures of color in
American society. Although all members of these cultures may not identify themselves as persons of
color, the cultures were selected because they incorporate a significant number of non-white
individuals. Each chapter presents an overview of a cultural group that includes a brief history,
migration trends, traditional and modern family practices, religious beliefs, concepts about death
and dying, nutritional preferences, health behaviors, and diseases often found among its members.
The cultures discussed are Africans, African Americans, Alaskans, Asians, Haitians, Hawaiians,
Native Americans, Puerto Ricans, and West Indians. This book should be of interest to academics,
health care professionals, sociologists, clergy, and laypersons. Its goal is to alleviate fear and
prejudice through informed understanding.

is voodoo a closed practice: Essentials of Art Therapy Education and Practice Bruce L. Moon,
2003 This expanded new edition reflects the author's efforts to explore the crucial components of
the education of the creative arts therapist. The text reflects significant developments in the
profession of art therapy, important modifications in the educational standards of the American Art
Therapy Association, and profound changes in health care. The book is an expression of the author's
belief that the most essential element of art therapy is art as the core of the profession. It is art



making that undergirds the profession and is also the key element that art therapists bring to the
client-therapist and educator-student relationships. Central, too, to the author's approach is the
manner in which mentor and beginning art therapist come together in their efforts to learn and
grow. The concern for authentic engagement in the training relationship enhances the beginner's
ability to use the self to help clients learn to use art and artistic expression to identify and integrate
new insights in their lives. Topics presented include The Image, Making Art, Beginner's Chaos,
Journey Metaphor in Education, Mentor/Supervisor, The Art Experience, Core Curriculum, Practical
Experience, Science and Soul in the Clinical Setting, The Work of Art Therapy, The Young Student,
Gifts of the Male and Female Student, Role of Philosophy, Therapy and Holidays, Metaverbal
Therapy, Role of Metaphor, Role of Love, Role of Assessment, and Role of Work. The book is
ultimately concerned with the use of art and the artistic relationship to promote human growth. The
author's deep understanding of both art and existentialism makes this book a high point in the
ever-evolving fields of existential psychotherapy and art therapy.

is voodoo a closed practice: Peasants and Religion Jan Lundius, Mats Lundahl, 2000 This
book analyses the success and violent repression of a milennarian religious peasant movement in the
Dominican Republic. It considers the role of changes in the international economic system and the
arrival of capitalism in the area.
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