first grade writing lessons

First Grade Writing Lessons: Building a Strong Foundation for Young Learners

first grade writing lessons are a crucial stepping stone in a child’s educational journey.
At this early stage, students begin to transform their thoughts into written words,
developing essential skills that form the backbone of literacy. These lessons are more than
just practicing handwriting or spelling; they nurture creativity, communication, and
critical thinking in young minds. Understanding how to approach first grade writing
lessons effectively can make all the difference in fostering a lifelong love of writing and
learning.

Why First Grade Writing Lessons Matter

Writing in the first grade is about more than just putting letters on paper. It’s about
helping children express themselves clearly and confidently. At this age, kids are
transitioning from recognizing letters and sounds to forming sentences and telling stories.
First grade writing lessons introduce foundational skills such as sentence structure,
punctuation, and vocabulary, empowering students to communicate their ideas in
meaningful ways.

These lessons also play an important role in reinforcing reading skills. Writing and reading
go hand in hand; as children learn to write, they improve their understanding of how
language works, which in turn supports reading comprehension. Moreover, developing
fine motor skills through writing helps children gain better control over their hand
movements, which is vital for both academic and everyday tasks.

Key Components of Effective First Grade Writing
Lessons

1. Letter Formation and Handwriting Practice

One of the very first focuses in first grade writing is handwriting. Children learn to write
both uppercase and lowercase letters neatly and consistently. This practice helps improve
their fine motor skills and muscle memory. Teachers often use guided tracing sheets, fun
writing games, and multi-sensory activities like writing letters in sand or with finger paint
to make this process engaging.

2. Building Vocabulary and Sight Words

Vocabulary development is a cornerstone of early writing lessons. First graders are



introduced to sight words—common words that they should recognize instantly without
sounding out. These sight words appear frequently in texts and are essential for fluent
reading and writing. Incorporating these words into writing exercises helps children
become more comfortable using them in their own sentences.

3. Sentence Construction and Grammar Basics

Once children have a grasp on letters and basic vocabulary, lessons progress to sentence
building. First grade writing lessons teach students how to form simple sentences, use
capital letters at the beginning, and end with appropriate punctuation like periods and
question marks. Teachers encourage students to describe objects, actions, and feelings
using complete thoughts, which lays the groundwork for more complex writing later on.

4. Storytelling and Creative Writing

Encouraging creativity is essential in first grade writing lessons. Storytelling activities
allow children to use their imagination and practice sequencing events logically. Teachers
might prompt students to write about their day, invent a short story, or describe their
favorite animal. This not only makes writing fun but also helps kids organize their ideas
coherently.

Strategies to Enhance First Grade Writing
Lessons

Incorporate Play-Based Learning

Young learners thrive when lessons feel like play. Using games, songs, and interactive
activities can make writing lessons more enjoyable and less intimidating. For example,
letter scavenger hunts or word matching games can reinforce spelling and vocabulary
without the pressure of traditional worksheets.

Use Visual Aids and Graphic Organizers

Visual tools like picture prompts and graphic organizers help children plan their writing. A
simple story map or a “Who, What, Where” chart can guide students to structure their
sentences and ideas before writing. Visual aids also assist children who are visual learners
or those who may struggle with organizing their thoughts.



Provide Frequent Positive Feedback

Building confidence is key in first grade writing lessons. Praising children for their efforts,
no matter how small, encourages them to keep practicing and improving. Constructive
feedback that focuses on what they did well alongside gentle guidance on areas to improve
helps foster a positive attitude towards writing.

Encourage Writing Across Subjects

Integrating writing into other subjects, such as science or social studies, enriches the
learning experience. For instance, after learning about animals, children can write a few
sentences describing their favorite creature. This cross-curricular approach strengthens
understanding and shows students the practical use of writing skills.

Common Challenges in First Grade Writing and
How to Address Them

Difficulty with Spelling and Phonics

Many first graders struggle with spelling as they are still mastering phonics. To support
these children, teachers can use phonics-based activities that break down words into
sounds and blend them together. Encouraging the use of invented spelling—where
children write words as they hear them—can boost confidence and help develop phonetic
awareness.

Lack of Motivation or Frustration

Writing can sometimes feel overwhelming for young learners, leading to frustration or
lack of interest. Creating a supportive and low-pressure environment is essential. Offering
choices in writing topics, incorporating drawing before writing, and setting small
achievable goals can motivate students and reduce anxiety.

Fine Motor Skill Difficulties

Some children may find holding a pencil or forming letters physically challenging.
Occupational therapy exercises, such as playing with clay, using tweezers, or practicing
hand-strengthening activities, can improve fine motor skills. Additionally, providing
alternative tools like thicker pencils or pencil grips can make writing more comfortable.



At-Home Activities to Support First Grade Writing
Lessons

Parents play a vital role in reinforcing writing skills outside the classroom. Simple, fun
activities can make a huge difference:

e Daily Journaling: Encourage your child to write a sentence or two about their day.
It doesn’t have to be perfect—just the habit of putting thoughts to paper matters.

e Labeling Around the House: Help your child label common objects with sticky
notes to build vocabulary and spelling skills.

e Storytelling Nights: Take turns telling stories and then have your child write a few
sentences about the story you created together.

e Writing Letters: Encourage your child to write letters or postcards to family
members or friends, which makes writing purposeful and engaging.

Resources and Tools for First Grade Writing
Lessons

There are many educational resources designed to support first grade writing instruction.
Interactive apps and websites provide engaging ways to practice handwriting, spelling,
and sentence formation. Printable worksheets and guided writing prompts are also helpful
tools for both teachers and parents.

Some popular resources include:
e Handwriting Without Tears: A program focused on simplifying handwriting
instruction with fun, multisensory activities.

e Starfall: An educational website offering phonics and writing games suitable for first
graders.

* WriteReader: An app that encourages children to create their own digital books,
combining writing and reading skills.

Integrating these tools into daily lessons can make writing practice more dynamic and
tailored to individual learning styles.



First grade writing lessons lay the groundwork for all future literacy development. By
combining structured instruction with creativity and encouragement, educators and
parents can help young learners gain confidence and skill in expressing themselves
through writing. With patience and the right strategies, the first-grade writing experience
becomes an exciting adventure in communication and discovery.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some effective first grade writing lesson
topics?

Effective first grade writing lesson topics include learning the alphabet, practicing letter
formation, writing simple sentences, storytelling with pictures, and basic punctuation like
periods and question marks.

How can teachers make first grade writing lessons
engaging?

Teachers can make first grade writing lessons engaging by incorporating interactive
activities such as drawing and labeling, using story prompts, writing letters to classmates
or family members, and integrating games that focus on spelling and sentence structure.

What writing skills should first graders develop?

First graders should develop skills such as letter recognition and formation, understanding
basic sentence structure, using capital letters and punctuation, expanding vocabulary, and
beginning to express ideas through simple written sentences.

How long should first grade writing lessons be?

First grade writing lessons should typically be short and focused, lasting about 15 to 30
minutes, to match young learners' attention spans and allow time for practice and
creativity.

What role does phonics play in first grade writing
lessons?

Phonics plays a crucial role in first grade writing lessons by helping students understand
the relationship between sounds and letters, which supports spelling, reading, and writing
simple words and sentences.

How can parents support first grade writing at home?

Parents can support first grade writing at home by encouraging daily writing practice,
providing writing materials, reading together, prompting children to write stories or
letters, and praising their efforts to build confidence.



Additional Resources

First Grade Writing Lessons: Building the Foundation for Effective Communication

first grade writing lessons represent a critical phase in a child’s educational journey,
marking the transition from oral to written expression. These lessons are designed not
only to teach the mechanics of writing but also to cultivate creativity, critical thinking, and
communication skills that will serve students throughout their academic and personal
lives. As educators and parents seek effective strategies for teaching writing at this
foundational level, it is essential to analyze the components, methodologies, and outcomes
associated with first grade writing instruction.

The Landscape of First Grade Writing Instruction

First grade writing lessons typically focus on several core areas: handwriting, sentence
construction, vocabulary development, spelling, and the introduction to narrative and
expository forms of writing. At this stage, students are emerging from the very basics of
letter recognition and phonics toward more complex tasks such as organizing ideas into
coherent sentences and paragraphs.

Research indicates that early writing instruction impacts literacy development
significantly. According to the National Early Literacy Panel, early writing skills correlate
strongly with later academic success in reading and language arts. This highlights the
importance of well-structured first grade writing lessons that incorporate both skill-
building and creative expression.

Key Components of Effective First Grade Writing
Lessons

Understanding what constitutes effective first grade writing lessons involves examining
the essential elements that foster young learners’ growth:

e Phonics and Spelling Integration: Writing instruction at this level often
intertwines with phonics to help students decode and encode words. By reinforcing
sound-letter relationships, children improve their spelling and word recognition
abilities.

e Handwriting Practice: Developing fine motor skills through handwriting exercises
is crucial. Proper letter formation and spacing lay the groundwork for legible and

fluent writing.

e Sentence Structure and Grammar: Introducing simple sentence construction,
including capitalization and punctuation, helps students convey clear ideas.

e Vocabulary Expansion: Exposure to new words through reading and writing



activities enriches children’s language skills, enabling more expressive writing.

e Creative Writing and Storytelling: Encouraging students to write narratives and
descriptive pieces promotes imagination and engagement with the writing process.

Instructional Approaches and Curriculum Models

Various pedagogical approaches shape first grade writing lessons, and their effectiveness
often depends on how well they align with students’ developmental stages and learning
styles.

e Balanced Literacy Approach: This model integrates reading and writing
instruction, emphasizing both phonics and whole-language strategies. Writing
activities are frequently tied to reading lessons to reinforce comprehension and
expression.

¢ Process Writing Approach: Focused on stages such as brainstorming, drafting,
revising, and publishing, this approach teaches students to view writing as an
iterative process rather than a one-time task.

¢ Explicit Instruction: Teachers provide direct teaching of writing skills, including
grammar rules, sentence construction, and punctuation, often through modeling and
guided practice.

e Play-Based and Interactive Methods: Incorporating games, storytelling, and
collaborative writing exercises can increase motivation and support diverse learners.

Selecting an appropriate curriculum often involves blending these approaches to meet the
unique needs of a classroom.

Challenges in Teaching First Grade Writing

Despite the best efforts, several challenges complicate effective first grade writing
instruction.

Developmental Variability

Children’s motor skills, language comprehension, and attention span vary widely at this
age. Some students quickly grasp the mechanics of writing, while others require
additional support and differentiated instruction. Teachers must tailor lessons to
accommodate these disparities without compromising overall classroom progress.



Balancing Skill and Creativity

Striking the right balance between teaching technical writing skills and fostering creative
expression is complex. Overemphasis on mechanics can stifle imagination, whereas
focusing solely on creativity might result in gaps in fundamental skills.

Assessment and Feedback

Assessing writing in first graders requires sensitivity and precision. Standardized tests
often fail to capture the nuances of early writing development. Effective feedback should
be constructive, encouraging, and aimed at gradual improvement rather than perfection.

Tools and Resources Enhancing First Grade
Writing Lessons

Technological advancements and educational resources now complement traditional
writing instruction, offering interactive and personalized learning experiences.

Digital Writing Platforms

Tools such as interactive whiteboards, tablets with handwriting apps, and online story
creation programs provide multi-sensory engagement. These platforms often include
features that support spelling, grammar correction, and instant feedback, enhancing the
learning process.

Writing Workbooks and Print Materials

Well-designed workbooks remain a staple in many classrooms, offering structured practice
in handwriting, sentence formation, and vocabulary. These materials often include colorful
illustrations and age-appropriate prompts to maintain interest.

Teacher Professional Development

Continuous training equips educators with current methodologies and strategies for first
grade writing lessons. Workshops and seminars focusing on literacy development help
teachers implement effective, evidence-based practices.



Evaluating the Impact of First Grade Writing
Lessons

Longitudinal studies and educational assessments provide insight into the effectiveness of
writing instruction at this critical stage.

Comparative analyses reveal that students who receive comprehensive first grade writing
lessons demonstrate higher proficiency in reading comprehension and overall language
arts performance in later grades. Moreover, early exposure to structured writing activities
enhances cognitive skills such as sequencing, memory, and organization.

However, the quality of instruction and resources remains a determining factor. Schools
with limited access to trained educators or adequate materials often struggle to deliver
consistent writing education, highlighting disparities that can affect student outcomes.

Parental Involvement and Home Literacy Environment

Research underscores the role of parents and caregivers in reinforcing first grade writing
lessons. A home environment rich in literacy resources and parental engagement
correlates with stronger writing skills. Encouraging reading and writing activities outside
the classroom complements formal instruction and supports skill retention.

Innovations and Trends Shaping Future First
Grade Writing Lessons

Emerging trends focus on personalized learning, inclusivity, and integration of cross-
disciplinary skills.

Adaptive Learning Technologies

Artificial intelligence and adaptive software tailor writing exercises to individual student
needs, providing customized challenges and support. Such technologies can identify
specific areas for improvement and adjust difficulty levels accordingly.

Emphasis on Social-Emotional Learning (SEL)

Integrating SEL principles into writing instruction helps students express feelings and
experiences, promoting emotional intelligence alongside literacy skills. Writing prompts
that encourage reflection on emotions and social situations can deepen engagement.



Multimodal and Multilingual Approaches

In increasingly diverse classrooms, incorporating visual, auditory, and kinesthetic
elements into writing lessons accommodates varied learning styles and language
backgrounds. Encouraging bilingual writing or storytelling in multiple languages can
enrich the educational experience.

In sum, first grade writing lessons form the cornerstone of early literacy development. As
education continues to evolve with new research and technological tools, the approaches

to teaching writing at this fundamental level are becoming more dynamic and responsive

to individual student needs. The goal remains consistent: to empower young learners with
the skills and confidence to communicate effectively through the written word.

First Grade Writing Lessons

first grade writing lessons: Getting to the Core of Writing: Essential Lessons for Every First
Grade Student Richard Gentry, Jan McNeel, 2012-06-01 Inspire students to develop as writers in the

first grade classroom with these engaging and creative writing lessons. This classroom-tested
resource shows positive results in students' writing and simplifies the planning of writing
instruction. It contains detailed information on how to establish and manage daily Writer's Workshop
and includes consistent, structured instruction to encourage students to actively participate in the
writing process. Specific lessons to help students develop the traits of quality writing are also
included.

first grade writing lessons: Literature-Based Mini-Lessons to Teach Writing Susan
Lunsford, 1998-10 Using favorite picturebooks for her mini-lessons models, teacher Susan Lunsford
shares 15 easy-to-do writing lessons. Mini-lessons include: Where do story ideas come from? Great
First Lines, Exploring Settings, Painting Pictures with Words, Writing a Complete Story, and Great
Endings. Her teacher-student dialogues make it all easy to replicate in your own classroom. Each
mini-lessons includes follow-up strategies and activities and picturebook suggestions. Writing
conference and management tips too! For use with Grades 1-3.

first grade writing lessons: Getting to the Core of Writing: Essential Lessons for Every
First Grade Student Gentry, Richard, 2017-03-01 Inspire students to develop as writers in the first
grade classroom with these engaging and creative writing lessons. This classroom-tested resource
shows positive results in students' writing and simplifies the planning of writing instruction. It
contains detailed information on how to establish and manage daily Writer's Workshop and includes
consistent, structured instruction to encourage students to actively participate in the writing
process. Specific lessons to help students develop the traits of quality writing are also included. This
resource develops college and career readiness skills and is aligned to today's standards.

first grade writing lessons: Daily Guided Writing Carol Simpson, 1998 Educational resource
for teachers, parents and kids!

first grade writing lessons: Handbook of Research on Writing Instruction Practices for
Equitable and Effective Teaching Hodges, Tracey S., 2022-05-27 Writing is a critical component
for teaching children about advocacy and empowering student voice, as well as an essential tool for
learning in many disciplines. Yet, writing instruction in schools often focuses on traditional methods
such as the composition of five-paragraph essays or the adherence to proper grammatical
conventions. While these are two components of writing instruction and preparation in education,
they only provide a small glimpse into the depth and breadth of writing. As such, writing instruction
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is increasingly complex and requires multiple perspectives and levels of skill among teachers. The
Handbook of Research on Writing Instruction Practices for Equitable and Effective Teaching serves
as a comprehensive reference of issues related to writing instruction and leading research about
perspectives, methods, and approaches for equitable and effective writing instruction. It includes
practices beyond K-12, including best writing practices at the college level as well as the
development of future teachers. Providing unique coverage on culturally relevant writing, socio- and
racio-linguistic justice, and urgent writing pedagogies, this major reference work is an indispensable
resource for administrators and educators of both K-12 and higher education, pre-service teachers,
teacher educators, libraries, government officials, researchers, and academicians.

first grade writing lessons: Best Practices in Writing Instruction Steve Graham, Charles A.
MacArthur, Jill Fitzgerald, 2013-03-19 Highly practical and accessible, this indispensable book
provides clear-cut strategies for improving K-12 writing instruction. The contributors are leading
authorities who demonstrate proven ways to teach different aspects of writing, with chapters on
planning, revision, sentence construction, handwriting, spelling, and motivation. The use of the
Internet in instruction is addressed, and exemplary approaches to teaching English-language
learners and students with special needs are discussed. The book also offers best-practice guidelines
for designing an effective writing program. Focusing on everyday applications of current scientific
research, the book features many illustrative case examples and vignettes.

first grade writing lessons: Resources in Education , 2000-10

first grade writing lessons: Teaching Beginning Writers David L. Coker, Kristen D. Ritchey,
2015-04-01 An essential how-to primer, this book examines the process of learning to write and
shares evidence-based instructional strategies for the primary grades. With an emphasis on explicit
instruction and scaffolding students' learning, the authors explain when and how to teach
handwriting, spelling, foundational skills such as sentence formation and editing, and composition in
specific genres. They present clear-cut techniques for assessment, differentiation, and supporting
struggling writers. The Common Core State Standards (CCSS) for Writing are used as a framework
for setting instructional goals. Reproducible assessment forms, checklists, and rubrics are provided;
purchasers get access to a Web page where they can download and print the reproducible materials
in a convenient 8 1/2 x 11 size.

first grade writing lessons: Evaluating Literacy Instruction Rachael E. Gabriel, Richard L.
Allington, 2017-09-19 This must-read book for all literacy educators illuminates the intersection of
research on literacy instruction and teacher evaluation. Since 2009, 46 states have changed or
revised policies related to evaluating teachers and school leaders. In order for these new policies to
be used to support and develop effective literacy instruction, resources are needed that connect the
best of what is known about teaching literacy with current evaluation policies and support practices.
A major contribution to meeting this need, the volume brings together a range of perspectives on
tools, systems, and policies for the evaluation of teaching, organized into two sections: ¢ Crafting
Systems and Policies for Evaluating Literacy Instruction * Examples of Alternative
Systems/Approaches for Evaluating Literacy Instruction Across the text, expert scholars in the field
emphasize the need for literacy professionals to do more than merely apply generic observation
instruments for teacher evaluation, but also to consider how these tools reflect professional values,
how elements of effective literacy instruction can be unearthed or included within them, and how
teacher evaluation systems and policies can be used to increase students’ opportunities to develop
literacy.

first grade writing lessons: Best Practices in Writing Instruction, Second Edition Steve
Graham, Charles A. MacArthur, Jill Fitzgerald, 2013-03-26 This book has been replaced by Best
Practices in Writing Instruction, Third Edition, ISBN 978-1-4625-3796-9.

first grade writing lessons: Directory of Distance Learning Opportunities Modoc Press,
Inc., 2003-02-28 This book provides an overview of current K-12 courses and programs offered in
the United States as correspondence study, or via such electronic delivery systems as satellite,
cable, or the Internet. The Directory includes over 6,000 courses offered by 154 institutions or



distance learning consortium members. Following an introduction that describes existing practices
and delivery methods, the Directory offers three indexes: ¢ Subject Index of Courses Offered, by
Level * Course Level Index * Geographic Index All information was supplied by the institutions.
Entries include current contact information, a description of the institution and the courses offered,
grade level and admission information, tuition and fee information, enrollment periods, delivery
information, equipment requirements, credit and grading information, library services, and
accreditation.

first grade writing lessons: Assessing Disciplinary Writing in Both Research and Practice
Wright, Katherine Landau, Hodges, Tracey S., 2023-08-01 Assessing Disciplinary Writing in Both
Research and Practice tackles the challenge of measuring writing skills in specific content areas,
which is crucial for preparing students to communicate as field experts and for their future careers.
Edited by Katherine Wright, Associate Professor of Literacy and Language at Boise State University,
and Tracey Hodges, Founder and Lead Consultant of The Empowering Advocate, this book provides
solutions by bringing together validated measures and practical assessment strategies that can be
used in both research and instruction. The book's theoretical foundations cover multimodal
disciplinary writing, assessing disciplinary writing versus content-area writing, and using
assessment as a tool for disciplinary writing instruction. Practical methods for assessing writing in
social studies, science, mathematics, English and language arts, and other genres at the elementary,
middle, and high school levels are included, as well as assessment strategies for specific populations
of students such as undergraduate students, English learners, gifted and talented students, special
needs students, and incarcerated students. This highly valued reference is essential for academic
scholars, K12 teachers, and educational researchers who want to improve writing instruction and
research in content- and discipline-specific areas. By providing validated measures and methods for
assessing disciplinary writing, this edited book helps bridge the gap between research and practice
and enables practitioners to better measure student growth and improve writing instruction. This
publication is the first step towards advancing research and improving writing instruction in
content- and discipline-specific areas.

first grade writing lessons: Computers, Cognition, and Writing Instruction Marjorie
Montague, 1990-08-09 Marjorie Montague provides both the philosophical and theoretical
background for research in computer-assisted composition, as well as a comprehensive review and
synthesis of the efficacy research in this area. She focuses on effective writing instruction for
elementary, secondary, and special needs students, and she proposes a model in which the teacher
and the computer are viewed as compatible instructional agents within a microcomputer learning
environment.

first grade writing lessons: Benchmark Writing Assessment Level 1 Richard Gentry, Ph.D., Jan
McNeel, M.A.Ed., 2014-02-01 Download this easy-to use benchmark writing test today and use it as
a formative assessment in your first grade classroom. Included are suggested prompts, a rubric,
assessment tools, and writing samples.

first grade writing lessons: Writing Instruction to Support Literacy Success Evan Ortlieb, Earl
H. Cheek Jr, Wolfram Verlaan, 2016-11-21 This volume will feature prominent researchers sharing
evidence-based successes partnering with teachers in K-12 classrooms. It will have 3 sub-sections
according to grade level appropriate instruction: K-3, 4-8, 9-12. As a result the book will have wide
readership amongst educators in the early childhood, elementary, middle, and high school years.

first grade writing lessons: Handbook of Writing Research, Second Edition Charles A.
MacArthur, Steve Graham, Jill Fitzgerald, 2016-10-31 The definitive reference in the field, this
volume synthesizes current knowledge on writing development and instruction at all grade levels.
Prominent scholars examine numerous facets of writing from sociocultural, cognitive, linguistic,
neuroscience, and new literacy/technological perspectives. The volume reviews the evidence base
for widely used instructional approaches, including those targeting particular components of
writing. Issues in teaching specific populations--including students with disabilities and English
learners--are addressed. Innovative research methods and analytic tools are clearly explained, and



key directions for future investigation identified. New to This Edition *Chapters on genre
instruction, evaluation and revision, argumentative writing, computer-based instruction, and
professional development. *Chapters on new literacies, out-of-school writing, translation, and
self-regulation. *Many new topics and authors, including more international perspectives. *Multiple
chapters connect research findings to the Common Core writing standards. See also the editors'
Best Practices in Writing Instruction, Second Edition, an accessible course text and practitioner's
guide.

first grade writing lessons: The Ohio Educational Monthly and the National Teacher,
1887

first grade writing lessons: Teaching 101 Jeffrey Glanz, 2009-04-21 With helpful hints on
lesson planning, classroom management, student assessment, and more, this resource provides
essential knowledge and activities that novice teachers need to become exceptional.

first grade writing lessons: Student and Teacher Writing Motivational Beliefs Steve
Graham, Gary A. Troia, Gustaf Bernhard Uno Skar, 2024-06-21 The study of students’ motivational
beliefs about writing and how such beliefs influence writing has increased since the publication of
John Hays’ 1996 model of writing. This model emphasized that writers’ motivational beliefs influence
how and what they write. Likewise, increased attention has been devoted in recent years to how
teachers’ motivational beliefs about writing, especially their efficacy to teach writing, impact how
writing is taught and how students’ progress as writers. As a result, there is a need to bring
together, in a Research Topic, studies that examine the role and influence of writing beliefs.
Historically, the psychological study of writing has focused on what students’ write or the processes
they apply when writing. Equally important, but investigated less often, are studies examining how
writing is taught and how teachers’ efforts contribute to students’ writing. What has been less
prominent in the psychological study of writing are the underlying motivational beliefs that drive (or
inhibit) students’ writing or serve as catalysts for teachers’ actions in the classroom when teaching
writing. This Research Topic will bring together studies that examine both students’ and teachers’
motivational beliefs about teaching writing. This will include studies examining the operation of such
beliefs, how they develop, cognitive and affective correlates, how writing motivational beliefs can be
fostered, and how they are related to students’ writing achievement. By focusing on both students’
and teachers’ beliefs, the Research Topic will provide a more nuanced and broader picture of the
role of motivation beliefs in writing and writing instruction. This Research Topic includes papers
that address students’ motivational beliefs about writing, teachers’ motivational beliefs about
writing or teaching writing. Students’ motivational beliefs about writing include: ¢ beliefs about the
value and utility of writing, * writing competence, ¢ attitudes toward writing, * goal orientation, ¢
motives for writing, ¢ identity, * epistemological underpinnings writing, * and attributions for
success/failure (as examples). Teacher motivational include these same judgements as well as beliefs
about their preparation and their students’ competence and progress as writers (to provide
additional examples). This Research Topic is interested in papers that examine how such beliefs
operate, develop, are related to other cognitive and affective variables, how they are impacted by
instruction, and how they are related to students’ writing performance. Submitted studies can
include original research (both quantitative, qualitative, or mixed-methods), meta-analysis, and
reviews of the literature.

first grade writing lessons: Annual Report Saint Louis (Mo.). Board of Education, 1877
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