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first chinese historian to separate history from astrology is a fascinating
subject that sheds light on the evolution of Chinese historiography and its
impact on how history was recorded and interpreted. In ancient China, history
and astrology were deeply intertwined, with celestial events often regarded
as divine signs influencing earthly affairs. However, the emergence of a
historian who consciously distinguished historical facts from astrological
beliefs marked a critical turning point in the intellectual history of China.
This article delves into the life, contributions, and significance of this
pioneering figure, exploring how their approach laid the groundwork for a
more empirical and rational understanding of history.

The Historical Context: Astrology and History
in Ancient China

To appreciate the importance of the first Chinese historian to separate
history from astrology, it’s essential to understand the cultural and
intellectual environment of ancient China. For centuries, Chinese scholars
and officials viewed history as inseparable from cosmic phenomena. The
movements of stars, planets, and other celestial bodies were believed to
reflect and influence political events, natural disasters, and the rise and
fall of dynasties.

Why Astrology Was Integral to Early Chinese
Historiography

Astrology was not merely a superstition but a sophisticated system used to
legitimize rulers and explain the world order. Historians often interpreted
historical events through the lens of astrological omens. For example, a
solar eclipse might be recorded not just as an astronomical event but as a
portent of political upheaval or moral decay. This blend of astronomy,
astrology, and historiography created a narrative where the heavens and human
affairs were tightly linked, making it difficult to separate objective
historical facts from mystical interpretations.



The First Chinese Historian to Separate History
from Astrology: Sima Qian

When discussing the first Chinese historian to separate history from
astrology, the name Sima Qian inevitably arises. Born in the 2nd century BCE
during the Han Dynasty, Sima Qian is often regarded as the father of Chinese
historiography. His monumental work, the *Shiji* (Records of the Grand
Historian), set new standards for recording history with greater emphasis on
factual accuracy and critical analysis.

Sima Qian’s Innovative Approach to Historical
Writing

Unlike his predecessors, Sima Qian sought to document history based on
evidence, eyewitness accounts, and critical evaluation of sources rather than
relying on celestial omens to explain events. While he did not completely
dismiss astrology—since it was deeply embedded in the cultural fabric—he
consciously avoided letting astrological interpretations overshadow the
factual narrative.

This methodological shift was revolutionary. Sima Qian’s work aimed to
present a coherent and chronological account of Chinese history, focusing on
human actions, political developments, and social changes. His historiography
emphasized causality grounded in human decisions and circumstances rather
than mysterious cosmic forces.

Impact of Sima Qian’s Work on Later Historians

Sima Qian’s *Shiji* became a foundational text for subsequent Chinese
historians, influencing how history was approached for centuries. Later
historians built upon his model, increasingly prioritizing empirical evidence
and critical thinking over mystical explanations. This gradual shift
contributed to the development of a more secular and scholarly tradition of
history writing in China.

The Significance of Separating History from
Astrology

The separation of history from astrology in ancient China was more than an
academic adjustment—it represented a broader intellectual transformation. By
distinguishing historical facts from astrological beliefs, historians like
Sima Qian helped foster a rational worldview that emphasized observation,



documentation, and analysis.

Encouraging Critical Thinking and Empiricism

This shift encouraged scholars and officials to examine events critically,
seeking explanations based on cause and effect rather than fate or divine
intervention. It laid the groundwork for empirical methods in Chinese
scholarship, influencing not only history but also other fields such as
astronomy, philosophy, and natural sciences.

Enhancing the Credibility of Historical Records

Separating history from astrology also enhanced the credibility and
reliability of historical records. When events were recorded with an emphasis
on accuracy and factual details, history became a tool for learning from the
past and informing governance. This pragmatic approach to history supported
better decision-making in political and social spheres.

Lessons from the First Chinese Historian to
Separate History from Astrology

What can modern readers and historians learn from this early separation of
history from astrology? Here are a few insights that remain relevant today:

The value of critical evaluation: Questioning traditional beliefs and
examining evidence critically is essential for accurate understanding.

The importance of separating fact from interpretation: Distinguishing
observable facts from subjective or symbolic interpretations helps to
clarify historical narratives.

The role of historians as truth-seekers: Historians have a
responsibility to present objective accounts that can inform and
educate, rather than perpetuate myths.

The benefit of interdisciplinary awareness: Recognizing the influence of
cultural, religious, and scientific ideas on historiography enriches our
understanding of historical records.



Broader Influence on Chinese Intellectual
History

The move away from astrology in historical writing reflected larger trends in
Chinese intellectual history. During the Han Dynasty and beyond, scholars
increasingly emphasized rationalism, naturalism, and human agency. This
intellectual atmosphere fostered advancements in astronomy as a science
distinct from astrology, improved historical methodologies, and contributed
to China’s rich scholarly traditions.

From Astrology to Astronomy: Scientific Progress

While astrology and astronomy were once intertwined, separating history from
astrology paralleled the gradual differentiation of astronomy as an empirical
science. Chinese astronomers began to record celestial events with precision,
focusing on measurement and prediction rather than divination. This
scientific progress was supported by historians who valued factual accuracy
and empirical observation.

Influence on Political Philosophy and Governance

The clearer distinction between historical fact and astrological
interpretation also influenced political philosophy. Leaders and advisors
could base their decisions on documented historical precedents and practical
considerations rather than relying solely on omens or fate. This pragmatic
governance approach contributed to the stability and development of Chinese
civilization.

Challenges Faced by the First Chinese Historian
to Separate History from Astrology

It’s important to recognize that separating history from astrology was not
without challenges. Astrology was deeply ingrained in society, religion, and
politics, so challenging its role required intellectual courage and skillful
navigation of cultural norms.

Balancing Tradition and Innovation

Sima Qian and other early historians had to balance respect for tradition
with the need for innovation. Completely dismissing astrology could alienate
powerful elites who believed in its legitimacy. Instead, they often presented



their historical accounts in ways that acknowledged traditional beliefs
without letting them dominate the narrative.

Preserving Cultural Identity While Advancing
Scholarship

Maintaining cultural identity while advancing a more empirical historiography
was a delicate task. Astrology was part of China’s worldview and cosmology,
so historians sought to preserve its symbolic and cultural significance even
as they prioritized factual reporting. This nuanced approach allowed for
gradual intellectual progress without abrupt cultural ruptures.

---

Exploring the story of the first Chinese historian to separate history from
astrology offers a window into a pivotal moment in the development of
historical scholarship. By distinguishing empirical facts from mystical
interpretations, this pioneering figure helped shape a tradition of rational
inquiry that continues to influence how history is studied and understood
around the world today.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was the first Chinese historian to separate
history from astrology?
Sima Qian is considered the first Chinese historian to separate history from
astrology through his work in 'Records of the Grand Historian.'

What is the significance of Sima Qian in Chinese
historiography?
Sima Qian is significant because he established a more empirical and secular
approach to history, moving away from astrological interpretations prevalent
in earlier records.

How did Sima Qian's approach differ from earlier
Chinese historians?
Unlike earlier historians who intertwined astrology and history, Sima Qian
focused on factual records and critical analysis, treating history as a
distinct discipline.



What major work did the first Chinese historian to
separate history from astrology produce?
He authored the 'Shiji' or 'Records of the Grand Historian,' which laid the
foundation for Chinese historical writing.

Why was separating history from astrology important
in ancient China?
Separating history from astrology allowed for a more objective and rational
understanding of past events, reducing superstition and increasing the
credibility of historical records.

When did the first Chinese historian to separate
history from astrology live?
Sima Qian lived during the Western Han Dynasty, approximately 145–86 BCE.

Did other cultures also separate history from
astrology around the same time as Sima Qian?
Yes, other ancient cultures gradually moved towards empirical historical
recording, but Sima Qian's work is notable for this shift in Chinese
historiography.

How has Sima Qian's separation of history and
astrology influenced modern Chinese historical
studies?
His methodology set a precedent for critical and evidence-based historical
research, influencing generations of historians in China and beyond.

Are there any criticisms of Sima Qian's approach to
history?
While pioneering, some critics argue that Sima Qian still included moral
judgments and mythological elements, reflecting the limitations of his time.

Additional Resources
First Chinese Historian to Separate History from Astrology: A Critical
Examination of Sima Qian’s Legacy

first chinese historian to separate history from astrology marks a pivotal
moment in the intellectual evolution of ancient China. Central to this



transformation is Sima Qian, often hailed as the pioneer who distinguished
historical narrative from astrological interpretation. His groundbreaking
approach not only redefined Chinese historiography but also laid the
foundation for a more empirical and analytical study of the past. This
article delves into Sima Qian’s contribution, exploring how his methodologies
diverged from traditional Chinese historical accounts steeped in astrology
and divination, and why his work remains a cornerstone of historical
scholarship.

The Historical Context: Astrology and History
in Ancient China

Before the emergence of historians like Sima Qian, Chinese historical records
were deeply intertwined with astrology, cosmology, and prophetic elements.
Early chronicles, such as those found in the Shang and Zhou dynasties, often
attributed political events and natural phenomena to celestial movements or
divine will. This approach reflected a worldview where the heavens directly
influenced earthly affairs, making astrology an inseparable part of
historical documentation.

Astrological records were not mere footnotes; they shaped rulers’ decisions
and justified dynastic changes. For instance, eclipses, comets, and other
celestial events were interpreted as omens predicting the rise or fall of
kings. This fusion of astrology with history, while culturally significant,
posed challenges for objective historiography because it blurred empirical
facts with mystical interpretations.

Sima Qian: The Revolutionary Historian

Sima Qian (c. 145–86 BCE), serving as the Grand Historian (Taishi Gong)
during the Han dynasty, is credited as the first Chinese historian to
separate history from astrology in a systematic way. His magnum opus, the
"Records of the Grand Historian" (Shiji), represents a monumental departure
from prior historical writings by emphasizing factual recounting over
astrological causation.

Methodological Innovations

What set Sima Qian apart was his insistence on critical scrutiny and
verification of sources. Rather than accepting astrological omens as
explanations for historical events, he sought to document occurrences based
on eyewitness accounts, official records, and oral traditions. This
analytical stance marked a shift toward a more scientific and secular
understanding of history.



Sima Qian’s methodology included:

Chronological arrangement of events to establish cause and effect
without mystical interpretation.

Inclusion of biographies and detailed accounts of political figures,
focusing on human agency rather than divine intervention.

Critical evaluation of conflicting sources and acknowledgment of
uncertainties.

This approach effectively disentangled history from astrology, allowing for a
narrative that prioritized empirical evidence and human factors.

Impact on Chinese Historiography

By separating history from astrology, Sima Qian laid the groundwork for a
historiographical tradition that valued critical inquiry and rational
analysis. Subsequent historians, such as Ban Gu and later scholars, built
upon his techniques, further refining historical writing in China.

His legacy also influenced the perception of history as a discipline distinct
from superstition and divination. The "Shiji" became a model for integrating
comprehensive historical data with an objective perspective, inspiring
historians beyond China’s borders.

Comparative Perspectives: Astrology and History
in Other Cultures

While Sima Qian is recognized in Chinese history for this separation, it is
instructive to compare how other ancient civilizations treated the
relationship between astrology and historical records.

In Mesopotamia and ancient Greece, for example, astrology also played a
significant role in interpreting historical events. However, figures like
Herodotus and Thucydides began to emphasize empirical observation and
critical analysis, mirroring Sima Qian’s efforts in China. This parallel
evolution underscores a broader human tendency to seek rational explanations
beyond supernatural causality.



Advantages and Limitations of Separating Astrology
from History

Separating history from astrology offered notable advantages:

Enhanced credibility of historical accounts through reliance on
evidence.

Encouraged critical thinking and skepticism toward unfounded claims.

Provided a clearer understanding of political, social, and economic
factors driving events.

However, this separation also meant distancing from deeply ingrained cultural
beliefs that shaped societal values. For many contemporaries, astrology was
not only a method of interpreting history but also a framework for moral and
cosmic order.

Thus, while Sima Qian’s approach advanced historiography, it also challenged
prevailing worldviews, which might have limited its immediate acceptance
among some audiences.

The Enduring Influence of Sima Qian’s
Historiographical Approach

The recognition of Sima Qian as the first Chinese historian to separate
history from astrology underscores his role as an intellectual trailblazer.
His emphasis on empirical documentation resonates with modern historical
methodology, emphasizing:

Source criticism1.

Chronological coherence2.

Human-centered narratives3.

Moreover, his work highlights the importance of disentangling myth and
superstition from factual recounting to foster a more nuanced understanding
of the past. This principle remains central to contemporary historiography,
demonstrating the timeless relevance of his innovations.

Today, historians and scholars studying ancient China continue to rely on



Sima Qian’s framework, appreciating his courage in challenging entrenched
beliefs and setting a precedent for academic rigor.

In exploring the journey of the first Chinese historian to separate history
from astrology, one gains insight into the broader evolution of historical
thought—a transition from mystical interpretation toward rational inquiry
that shaped not only Chinese culture but the universal pursuit of knowledge.

First Chinese Historian To Separate History From Astrology

  first chinese historian to separate history from astrology: China: A History (Volume 1)
Harold M. Tanner, 2010-03-15 Available in one or two volumes, this accessible, yet rigorous,
introduction to the political, social, and cultural history of China provides a balanced and thoughtful
account of the development of Chinese civilization from its beginnings to the present day. Each
volume includes ample illustrations, a full complement of maps, a chronological table, extensive
notes, recommendations for further reading and an index. Volume 1: From Neolithic Cultures
through the Great Qing Empire (10,000 BCE—1799). Volume 2: From the Great Qing Empire
through the People's Republic of China (1644—2009).
  first chinese historian to separate history from astrology: China: A History Harold Miles
Tanner, 2009-03-13 A deep and rigorous, yet eminently accessible introduction to the political,
social, and cultural development of imperial Chinese civilisation, this volume develops a number of
important themes -- such as the ethnic diversity of the early empires -- that other editions omit
entirely or discuss only minimally. Includes a general introduction, chronology, bibliography,
illustrations, maps, and an index.
  first chinese historian to separate history from astrology: Science in the Ancient World
Russell M. Lawson, 2004-12-15 The first A–Z resource to catalog the achievements and legacy of
more than four millennia of scientific thought in the ancient world of the Mediterranean and the
Near East, providing a complete overview of the physical, chemical, life, medical, and social sciences
of the classical world. Many are familiar with such wonders as steam power and the discovery that
the planets revolve around the Sun. The fact that such phenomena were known to the ancient
Greeks more than 2,000 years ago is less well known. Now, Science in the Ancient World fills this
gap by covering all the major scientific developments during 4,000 years of ancient history. Over
200 A–Z entries explore the origins of science, from astronomy and mathematics to medicine and
chemistry. Giants like Aristotle and Plato are examined, together with more obscure figures like
Nearchus, explorer of the Indian Ocean, and Hero, discoverer of steam power. Emphasis is placed on
the diversity of ancient science, from the achievements of the Mesopotamians to the science of the
Romans. The philosophies behind ancient science are explored, from the Epicurean pursuit of
happiness to the asceticism of the Stoics. This comprehensive survey brings to the modern reader a
long lost age of scientific discovery.
  first chinese historian to separate history from astrology: Hierarchy, History, and
Human Nature Donald E. Brown, 1988 Here is a book that I can strongly recommend for a variety
of reasons. It is well written, it is scholarly, but its greatest appeal lies in the posing of an important
question and in the offering of a satisfying (to this reviewer, at least) answer.ÑJournal of Historical
Geography This is an intriguing and stimulating study of historical differences in the indigenous
historiography of parts of Asia, the Middle East, and Europe.ÑAmerican Anthropologist.
  first chinese historian to separate history from astrology: Chinese Astrology And
Astronomy: An Outside History Xiaoyuan Jiang, 2021-01-04 Chinese Astrology and Astronomy: An
Outside History discusses the ancient Chinese's needs and reasons for engaging in astronomy. It
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presents the study on ancient astronomical phenomena and manuals, and analyzes the cosmological
views of ancient Chinese. It also expounds the nature and functions of astronomy to ancient Chinese,
as well as its difference from the western modern astronomy of today, exploring on new issues in a
bold but logical fashion, and offering arguments that challenge even the views of authority.This book
stands as a translated version, by Chen Wenan, an associate professor of Ningbo University, of the
original Chinese publication Tianxue Waishi by Jiang Xiaoyuan.
  first chinese historian to separate history from astrology: Reader's Guide to the History
of Science Arne Hessenbruch, 2013-12-16 The Reader's Guide to the History of Science looks at the
literature of science in some 550 entries on individuals (Einstein), institutions and disciplines
(Mathematics), general themes (Romantic Science) and central concepts (Paradigm and Fact). The
history of science is construed widely to include the history of medicine and technology as is
reflected in the range of disciplines from which the international team of 200 contributors are
drawn.
  first chinese historian to separate history from astrology: Translating Others (Volume
1) Theo Hermans, 2014-04-08 Both in the sheer breadth and in the detail of their coverage the
essays in these two volumes challenge hegemonic thinking on the subject of translation. Engaging
throughout with issues of representation in a postmodern and postcolonial world, Translating Others
investigates the complex processes of projection, recognition, displacement and 'othering' effected
not only by translation practices but also by translation studies as developed in the West. At the
same time, the volumes document the increasing awareness the the world is peopled by others who
also translate, often in ways radically different from and hitherto largely ignored by the modes of
translating conceptualized in Western discourses. The languages covered in individual contributions
include Arabic, Bengali, Chinese, Hindi, Irish, Italian, Japanese, Latin, Rajasthani, Somali, Swahili,
Tamil, Tibetan and Turkish as well as the Europhone literatures of Africa, the tongues of medieval
Europe, and some major languages of Egypt's five thousand year history. Neighbouring disciplines
invoked include anthropology, semiotics, museum and folklore studies, librarianship and the history
of writing systems. Contributors to Volume 1: Doris Bachmann-Medick, Cosima Bruno, Ovidi
Carbonell, Martha Cheung, G. Gopinathan, Eva Hung, Alexandra Lianeri, Carol Maier, Christi Ann
Marrill, Paolo Rambelli, Myriam Salama-Carr, Ubaldo Stecconi and Maria Tymoczko.
  first chinese historian to separate history from astrology: Astrology through History
William E. Burns, 2018-07-20 Alphabetically arranged entries cover the history of astrology from
ancient Mesopotamia to the 21st century. In addition to surveying the Western tradition, the book
explores Islamic, Indian, East Asian, and Mesoamerican astrology. The field of astrology is growing
rapidly, as historians recognize its centrality to the intellectual life of the past and sociologists and
anthropologists treat its importance in a number of modern cultures. Despite the historical and
cultural significance of the subject, most reference works on astrology focus on instructional
techniques and are written by astrologers with little or no interest in the history of the topic. This
book instead offers an objective treatment of astrology across world history from ancient
Mesopotamia to the present. The book provides alphabetically arranged entries by expert
contributors writing on such topics as horoscopes, court astrologers, Renaissance astrology, and
comets. While it considers the Western tradition, it also treats Islamic, Indian, East Asian, and
Mesoamerican astrology. In doing so, it explores the role of astrology in shaping science, literature,
religion, art, and other defining cultural traditions. Sidebars offer excerpts from various historical
texts, while entries provide suggestions for further reading.
  first chinese historian to separate history from astrology: The Chinese Classics: The Shoo
king, or the Book of historical documents; pt. 1. The first parts of the Shoo king, or the Books of
T'ang; the Books of Yu; the Books of Hea; the Books of Shang; and the Prolegomena. pt. 2. The fifth
part of the Shoo king, or the Books of Chow; and the indexes James Legge, 1865
  first chinese historian to separate history from astrology: One-Volume Libraries:
Composite and Multiple-Text Manuscripts Michael Friedrich, Cosima Schwarke, 2016-11-07
Composite and multiple-text manuscripts are traditionally studied for their individual texts, but



recent trends in codicology have paved the way for a more comprehensive approach: Manuscripts
are unique artefacts which reveal how they were produced and used as physical objects. While
multiple-text manuscripts codicologically are to be considered as production units, i.e. they were
originally planned and realized in order to carry more than one text, composites consist of formerly
independent codicological units and were put together at a later stage with intentions that might be
completely different from those of its original parts. Both sub-types of manuscripts are still
sometimes called miscellanies, a term relating to the texts only. The codicological difference is
important for reconstructing why and how these manuscripts which in many cases resemble (or
contain) a small library were produced and used. Contributions on the manuscript cultures of China,
India, Africa, the Islamic world and European traditions lead not only to the conclusion that
one-volume libraries have been produced in many manuscript cultures, but allow also for the
identification of certain types of uses.
  first chinese historian to separate history from astrology: Midwifery in China Ngai Fen
Cheung, Rosemary Mander, 2018-06-27 The first book to present the history, ideas, life and works of
Chinese midwives and birth attendants, this volume seeks to encapsulate and explain the changing
ideas about the practice of midwifery in China. Using participant observations and interviews, it
examines each phase of the development of midwifery in depth. Providing a systematic study of the
existing literature and contemporary national health policies, it analyses the factors contributing to
the current demise of midwifery in China, such as the absence of national regulation, high standards
of education and national midwives’ associations. Furthermore, it argues that China’s national
statistics in the past six decades demonstrate clear evidence that minimising maternal mortality
rates will only happen through wider availability of services, rather than through obstetric
technology or facility based care. Ultimately, therefore this book supports the view that humanity
and midwifery will survive to overcome domination by both technology and market forces and that
economic growth and medical technology alone will not be sufficient in providing effective
healthcare. This book is an indispensable resource for the study of Chinese midwifery, both in theory
and in practice. As such it will be useful to students and scholars of Midwifery, Women’s Health,
Sociology and culture and society in China.
  first chinese historian to separate history from astrology: Hua i Hsüeh Chih , 1967
Contains bibliographies and book reviews.
  first chinese historian to separate history from astrology: Hinduism And Buddhism An
Historical Sketch Vol. 3 Sir Charles Eliot, 2023-12-01 Sir Charles Eliot's Hinduism and Buddhism, An
Historical Sketch, Vol. 3 is a gigantic work that provides a comprehensive analysis of the origins,
development, and historical circumstances of Hinduism and Buddhism. This scholarly masterwork
demonstrates Eliot's remarkable comprehension of both of the main Asian religions and their effect
on Indian and global cultures and society. Volume 3 dives into Hinduism's ancient roots, chronicling
its development from the earliest Vedic traditions to the diverse and multifaceted belief systems
which developed over time. He explores Hinduism's philosophical, mythical, and ritual parts,
providing readers an in-depth knowledge of its many customs and beliefs. Furthermore, the book
exhaustively traces Buddhism's rise, its founder, Siddhartha Gautama (Buddha), and the spread of
this transforming spiritual movement throughout Asia. Eliot investigates not only the tenets and
customs of Buddhism, but also its historical relationships with Hinduism and the larger social milieu.
Some stories are brutal and weird, while others creep up on you and draw you in slowly. This version
of Hinduism and Buddhism, An Historical Sketch, Vol. 3 is both modern and legible, with an
eye-catching new cover and professionally typeset manuscript.
  first chinese historian to separate history from astrology: A History of Journalism and
Communication in China Yunze Zhao, Ping Sun, 2018-05-11 From a modern perspective, journalism
is highly relevant to modern society, along with the emergence of mass printing system and
professionalisation. This book, however, expands the meaning of journalism and views it as a social
process. It will not only explore the roots and development of Chinese journalism and
communication, but also demonstrate how Chinese journalism and communication interact and



struggle with social culture and politics. Arranged in chronological order mainly, this book examines
the initial development of Chinese journalism in ancient times in chapter 1, which from then
manifested strong political attributes. After the Opium War in 1840, missionaries and businessmen
from the West started to set up newspapers and periodicals in China, which brought about the birth
of China’s modern journalism industry. Then China’s private newspapers and political party’s press
are studied, which are closely linked with political revolutions and have a far-reaching impact on
modern Chinese society. What happened to Chinese journalism and communication after the
founding of People’s Republic of China in 1949? This book reviews the newspaper reforms, and
studies the great negative impacts brought by Cultural Revolution. Noteworthy news phenomena
after the reform and opening-up are also covered. This book will appeal to scholars and students in
journalism, communication and Chinese studies. Readers interested in Chinese society and modern
Chinese history will also be attracted by it.
  first chinese historian to separate history from astrology: An Historical and Descriptive
Account of China Hugh Murray, John Crawfurd, Peter Gordon, 1843
  first chinese historian to separate history from astrology: Japanese Capitals in Historical
Perspective Nicolas Fieve, Paul Waley, 2013-11-05 Japan's ability to develop its own brand of
modernity has often been attributed in part to the sophistication of its cities. Concentrating on
Kyoto, Edo and Tokyo, the contributors to this volume weave together the links between past and
future, memory and vision, symbol and structure, between marginality and power, and between
Japan's two great capital cities.
  first chinese historian to separate history from astrology: Discovering Heavenly
Mandate Yinong Huang, 2025-05-19 This book adopts a multidisciplinary approach, incorporating
knowledge and techniques from disciplines such as astronomy and history. The purpose of
astrological divination is to discern the will of the heavens, and its subjects are the ruling class or
the entire social body of a nation. The selection of auspicious methods is aimed at seeking good
fortune and avoiding misfortune, with its influence ranging from the imperial family to the common
people. By comparing them with ancient Chinese textual records, it seeks to verify their authenticity.
Based on this foundation, the book explores the origins of certain important astronomical events and
divinatory behavioral patterns in ancient times, as well as the reasoning behind the actions of
ancient Chinese people. Overall, this book provides significant inspiration and reference for scholars
and researchers in the field of history of social astronomy in China and history of Sino-Western
exchanges, in terms of ideas and research methodologies.
  first chinese historian to separate history from astrology: A History of Japan James
Murdoch, 2022-02-15 First published in 1903, this three volume set deals with the history of Japan
from its origins to the end of the Tokugawa Shogunate. Drawing for the first time on Japanese,
European and Latin sources, this classic text was the first comprehensive study of Japanese history
in English, contributing to a new understanding of Japan by Westerners at the time. Available for the
first time since the 1960s, this facsimile edition includes a biographical introduction of James
Murdoch's life by D. C. S. Sissons. An important document in the history of Japanese studies, this
book is an enduring work by an author who became Australia's first professor of Japanese.
  first chinese historian to separate history from astrology: Encyclopaedia of the History of
Science, Technology, and Medicine in Non-Westen Cultures Helaine Selin, 2013-11-11 The
Encyclopaedia fills a gap in both the history of science and in cultural stud ies. Reference works on
other cultures tend either to omit science completely or pay little attention to it, and those on the
history of science almost always start with the Greeks, with perhaps a mention of the Islamic world
as a trans lator of Greek scientific works. The purpose of the Encyclopaedia is to bring together
knowledge of many disparate fields in one place and to legitimize the study of other cultures'
science. Our aim is not to claim the superiority of other cultures, but to engage in a mutual exchange
of ideas. The Western aca demic divisions of science, technology, and medicine have been united in
the Encyclopaedia because in ancient cultures these disciplines were connected. This work
contributes to redressing the balance in the number of reference works devoted to the study of



Western science, and encourages awareness of cultural diversity. The Encyclopaedia is the first
compilation of this sort, and it is testimony both to the earlier Eurocentric view of academia as well
as to the widened vision of today. There is nothing that crosses disciplinary and geographic
boundaries, dealing with both scientific and philosophical issues, to the extent that this work does. xi
PERSONAL NOTE FROM THE EDITOR Many years ago I taught African history at a secondary
school in Central Africa.
  first chinese historian to separate history from astrology: The Edinburgh Encyclopaedia ,
1830
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