
a thousand pieces of gold adeline yen mah
**Exploring "A Thousand Pieces of Gold" by Adeline Yen Mah: A Journey Through History and
Identity**

a thousand pieces of gold adeline yen mah is more than just the title of a memoir; it represents a
poignant narrative of resilience, cultural identity, and the struggles faced by women in early 20th-
century China. This compelling autobiography by Adeline Yen Mah offers readers a vivid glimpse
into the complexities of Chinese family dynamics, societal expectations, and the harsh realities of
female infanticide and arranged marriages. For anyone interested in historical memoirs, Chinese
culture, or inspiring life stories, "A Thousand Pieces of Gold" stands out as a significant literary work
worth exploring in depth.

Understanding the Context of "A Thousand Pieces of
Gold"

To fully appreciate Adeline Yen Mah's memoir, it’s important to understand the historical and
cultural background that shapes her story. The title itself, "A Thousand Pieces of Gold," refers to the
traditional dowry price or bride price paid to a bride’s family, symbolizing how women were often
treated as commodities rather than individuals with agency.

The Historical Setting

Set in early 1900s China, the memoir captures a period of great upheaval. The country was
grappling with the decline of the Qing Dynasty, foreign invasions, and internal strife. Women, in
particular, were subjected to strict societal norms that dictated their roles and limited their
freedoms. Yen Mah's story is set against this backdrop, shedding light on how these larger historical
forces impacted ordinary lives.

Adeline Yen Mah’s Personal Story

Born into a wealthy but dysfunctional family, Adeline Yen Mah faced rejection and cruelty from her
stepmother. Her experiences of neglect, emotional abuse, and isolation are recounted with honesty
and sensitivity. The memoir chronicles her journey from a neglected child to a successful doctor and
writer, highlighting themes of perseverance, self-worth, and the quest for identity.

Key Themes in "A Thousand Pieces of Gold"

The memoir touches on several powerful themes that resonate with readers worldwide.
Understanding these themes can deepen one’s appreciation of the work and its relevance today.



The Role of Women in Traditional Chinese Society

One of the central themes is the status of women, who were often marginalized and devalued. The
memoir illustrates how daughters were sometimes seen as burdens, leading to tragic practices like
female infanticide. Yen Mah’s account challenges these norms by showcasing her determination to
overcome the limitations imposed on her gender.

Family Dynamics and Conflict

The complex relationships within Yen Mah’s family provide a window into traditional Chinese family
structures. The favoritism shown toward sons and the harsh treatment of stepchildren are explored
candidly, revealing how family loyalty and love can be complicated by power struggles and cultural
expectations.

Resilience and Empowerment

Despite the hardships, "A Thousand Pieces of Gold" is ultimately a story of resilience. Yen Mah’s
ability to rise above her circumstances and pursue education and a professional career offers
inspiration to readers facing their own challenges. Her story underscores the importance of self-
advocacy and the power of education.

Literary Style and Narrative Techniques

Adeline Yen Mah’s writing style contributes significantly to the memoir’s impact. The narrative is
straightforward yet evocative, blending personal anecdotes with historical details to create a rich
and engaging reading experience.

First-Person Perspective

Writing in the first person allows Yen Mah to convey her emotions and experiences intimately. This
perspective invites readers into her world, fostering empathy and a deeper connection with her
story.

Use of Vivid Imagery

The memoir is filled with vivid descriptions of settings, cultural rituals, and family interactions.
These details help paint a comprehensive picture of life in China during that era, making the story
both informative and immersive.



Why "A Thousand Pieces of Gold" Remains Relevant
Today

Though set over a century ago, the themes and issues raised in Yen Mah’s memoir continue to
resonate in contemporary society.

Discussion of Gender Inequality

Gender inequality remains a global concern, and Yen Mah’s story provides historical context for
understanding its roots. Her memoir encourages readers to reflect on how far society has come and
the work still needed to achieve equality.

Cross-Cultural Understanding

For readers unfamiliar with Chinese culture, "A Thousand Pieces of Gold" offers valuable insights
into traditions, values, and challenges. It promotes empathy and cultural awareness, which are
crucial in today’s interconnected world.

Inspiration for Personal Growth

Yen Mah’s resilience serves as a motivational example for anyone facing adversity. Her journey
underscores the importance of perseverance, education, and self-belief in shaping one’s destiny.

Reading Tips and Further Exploration

If you’re planning to read "A Thousand Pieces of Gold," here are some tips to enhance your
experience:

Research Historical Context: Familiarize yourself with early 20th-century Chinese history to
better understand the setting and societal norms.

Reflect on Cultural Differences: Be open to perspectives that might differ from your own
cultural background, enriching your understanding of the memoir.

Take Notes on Key Themes: Jot down passages that highlight themes like family, gender
roles, and resilience for later reflection or discussion.

Explore Related Works: Consider reading other memoirs by Chinese authors or books on
Chinese history to broaden your knowledge.



Connecting with Adeline Yen Mah’s Legacy

Beyond "A Thousand Pieces of Gold," Adeline Yen Mah has contributed significantly to literature and
medicine. Her other works, including the well-known "Falling Leaves," continue to explore themes of
family and identity. As a physician and writer, Yen Mah embodies the fusion of cultural heritage and
modern achievement, inspiring countless readers globally.

Engaging with her memoir offers not only a historical account but also a personal testament to
overcoming adversity. Whether you are a student of history, literature enthusiast, or someone
seeking inspiration, "A Thousand Pieces of Gold" is a profound journey into the heart of human
experience.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Adeline Yen Mah, the author of 'A Thousand Pieces of
Gold'?
Adeline Yen Mah is a Chinese-American author and physician known for her memoirs and novels
that explore her experiences growing up in China and her family's history.

What is the central theme of 'A Thousand Pieces of Gold' by
Adeline Yen Mah?
The central theme is the resilience and strength of a young girl sold into slavery in 19th century
China, highlighting issues of gender inequality and societal struggles.

Is 'A Thousand Pieces of Gold' a true story or fiction?
'A Thousand Pieces of Gold' is a historical novel based on the true story of a Chinese girl sold into
slavery in the American West during the 1800s.

What historical period does 'A Thousand Pieces of Gold' cover?
The novel is set in the late 19th century, focusing on the Chinese immigrant experience in America
during that time.

How does Adeline Yen Mah portray the life of Chinese
immigrant women in 'A Thousand Pieces of Gold'?
She portrays their lives as difficult and often oppressive, marked by hardship, discrimination, and
the struggle to find dignity and freedom.

What inspired Adeline Yen Mah to write 'A Thousand Pieces of



Gold'?
Adeline Yen Mah was inspired by the real-life story of Lalu Nathoy, a Chinese girl sold into slavery,
to shed light on the hardships faced by Chinese immigrant women.

What is the significance of the title 'A Thousand Pieces of
Gold'?
The title refers to the price paid for the protagonist when she was sold as a slave, symbolizing her
worth and the commodification of women at that time.

How does 'A Thousand Pieces of Gold' address cultural
differences between China and America?
The novel explores the clash of cultures experienced by Chinese immigrants, highlighting challenges
in assimilation and preserving cultural identity.

What role does family play in 'A Thousand Pieces of Gold'?
Family is depicted as both a source of support and conflict, influencing the protagonist's struggles
and survival in a harsh environment.

Has 'A Thousand Pieces of Gold' been adapted into other
media?
Yes, the story has been adapted into a film and stage productions, bringing the narrative and its
themes to a wider audience.

Additional Resources
A Thousand Pieces of Gold by Adeline Yen Mah: A Critical Exploration of Memoir and Cultural
Identity

a thousand pieces of gold adeline yen mah stands as a poignant memoir that delves deeply into
the complexities of family, culture, and personal resilience. Authored by Adeline Yen Mah, this
autobiographical work offers readers an intimate glimpse into the author's turbulent childhood in
20th-century China. The narrative is rich with cultural details and emotional depth, making it a
significant contribution to both memoir literature and Asian-American literary discourse.

This article explores the thematic elements, narrative style, and cultural significance of A Thousand
Pieces of Gold, while also contextualizing it within the broader scope of Adeline Yen Mah’s works
and the historical backdrop against which her story unfolds.



Background and Context of A Thousand Pieces of Gold

Adeline Yen Mah, born in 1937, is a Chinese-American author and physician. Her memoir, A
Thousand Pieces of Gold, published in 1991, chronicles her early years marked by familial rejection
and societal challenges in pre-Communist China. The title metaphorically references the value and
worth of a girl within the traditional Chinese family structure, where daughters were often
undervalued compared to sons.

This memoir is part of a trilogy including Falling Leaves and Chinese Cinderella, which collectively
depict Yen Mah’s life journey. A Thousand Pieces of Gold, however, focuses specifically on her
childhood experiences, exploring themes of neglect, identity, and perseverance.

Narrative Style and Literary Techniques

The narrative perspective in A Thousand Pieces of Gold is predominantly first-person, providing an
intimate and personal recounting of events. Yen Mah’s writing style is straightforward yet evocative,
allowing readers to engage emotionally with her story without excessive embellishment. This
transparency is crucial in memoir writing, as it builds trust and authenticity.

Moreover, the memoir employs vivid imagery and cultural references that immerse readers in the
social customs and familial expectations of the time. The author’s choice to intersperse traditional
Chinese values alongside her personal reflections creates a compelling dichotomy between cultural
heritage and individual aspiration.

Thematic Analysis

A Thousand Pieces of Gold explores several interwoven themes that resonate universally, despite the
specificity of its cultural setting.

Family Dynamics and Emotional Neglect

One of the most striking aspects of the memoir is the detailed portrayal of family dynamics. Yen
Mah’s relationship with her stepmother and father is fraught with emotional neglect and cruelty,
reflecting the harsh realities many children faced in traditional Chinese households. This theme is
accentuated by the cultural preference for male heirs and the subsequent marginalization of
daughters.

The memoir does not shy away from depicting the psychological impact of such familial rejection,
shedding light on the long-term effects of emotional abuse. It offers a critical examination of how
cultural norms can sometimes perpetuate harmful behaviors within family units.



Identity and Self-Worth

Closely linked to family dynamics is the theme of identity formation. The title itself suggests a
valuation of self-worth—how much a person is “worth” in societal and familial terms. Yen Mah’s
journey is one of seeking self-acceptance amid constant devaluation.

Throughout the memoir, she grapples with feelings of inadequacy but gradually develops resilience
and self-awareness. This progression is significant for readers interested in psychological
development and cultural identity, illustrating the universal struggle for personal validation.

Cultural Conflicts and Historical Setting

Set against the backdrop of China’s social and political upheavals, the memoir subtly addresses the
tension between tradition and modernity. Yen Mah’s experiences are shaped by the expectations of
Confucian values, which emphasize filial piety and hierarchical family structures, contrasting with
her own desires for education and independence.

The historical context enriches the narrative, providing insights into the socioeconomic conditions of
the time, including the limitations placed on women and the impact of political change on ordinary
lives.

Comparative Perspectives: A Thousand Pieces of Gold
and Other Memoirs

When compared to other memoirs by Asian authors, A Thousand Pieces of Gold holds a distinctive
place due to its focus on childhood adversity framed within a complex cultural milieu. For instance,
Amy Tan’s The Joy Luck Club also explores mother-daughter relationships and cultural identity but
does so through intergenerational storytelling and multiple perspectives.

Similarly, Maxine Hong Kingston’s The Woman Warrior incorporates mythical elements and folklore,
contrasting with Yen Mah’s more straightforward, factual recounting. These differences highlight
the diversity within Asian-American literature and the various narrative choices authors make to
convey their experiences.

Pros and Cons of A Thousand Pieces of Gold

Pros:

Authentic, emotionally compelling narrative that provides insight into Chinese culture
and family dynamics.

Clear, accessible prose suitable for a broad readership including scholars, students, and



general audiences.

Offers a critical perspective on gender roles and traditional values in historical China.

Cons:

Some readers may find the memoir’s pacing uneven, especially when transitioning
between personal anecdotes and historical context.

The focus on family hardship, while powerful, can feel overwhelmingly somber without
significant moments of levity.

Impact and Legacy of A Thousand Pieces of Gold

A Thousand Pieces of Gold has become an important text in both Asian-American studies and
memoir literature. It has been utilized in academic settings to explore themes of cultural identity,
gender, and resilience. The memoir’s candid portrayal of adversity challenges stereotypes and
broadens understanding of the immigrant experience.

Furthermore, Adeline Yen Mah’s work has inspired other writers to explore their heritage and
personal histories, contributing to a richer, more diverse literary landscape. The memoir's continued
relevance is reflected in its inclusion in school curricula and its discussion in literary forums.

Relevance in Contemporary Discussions on Gender and
Culture

In today’s conversations about gender equality and cultural identity, A Thousand Pieces of Gold
remains pertinent. The memoir foregrounds the consequences of gender bias and the societal
undervaluing of women, topics that resonate globally.

By documenting her personal narrative against a traditional cultural framework, Yen Mah invites
readers to critically examine how historical gender roles influence contemporary attitudes. This
makes the memoir not only a historical document but also a catalyst for ongoing dialogue about
cultural reform and women's rights.

The literary and cultural significance of a thousand pieces of gold adeline yen mah lies in its
unflinching exploration of pain, perseverance, and identity. It remains a compelling read for those
interested in memoirs that intersect with cultural critique, historical insight, and personal triumph.



A Thousand Pieces Of Gold Adeline Yen Mah

  a thousand pieces of gold adeline yen mah: A Thousand Pieces of Gold: A Memoir of
China’s Past Through its Proverbs Adeline Yen Mah, 2012-11-01 The author of the international
bestsellers Watching the Tree and Falling Leaves has always been fascinated by proverbs and their
importance and use in China. Both her book titles are based on such proverbs.
  a thousand pieces of gold adeline yen mah: A Thousand Pieces of Gold Adeline Yen Mah,
2009-05-05 In this poignant memoir the New York Times bestselling author of Falling Leaves,
Adeline Yen Mah, provides a fascinating window into the history and cultural soul of China.
Combining personal reflections, rich historical insights, and proverbs handed down to her by her
grandfather, Yen Mah shares the wealth of Chinese civilization with Western readers. Exploring the
history behind the proverbs, she delves into the lives of the first and second emperors and the two
rebel warriors who changed the course of Chinese life, adding stories from her own life to
beautifully illustrate their relevance and influence today.
  a thousand pieces of gold adeline yen mah: A Thousand Pieces of Gold Adeline Yen Mah,
2003-09-16 In this poignant memoir the New York Times bestselling author of Falling Leaves,
Adeline Yen Mah, provides a fascinating window into the history and cultural soul of China.
Combining personal reflections, rich historical insights, and proverbs handed down to her by her
grandfather, Yen Mah shares the wealth of Chinese civilization with Western readers. Exploring the
history behind the proverbs, she delves into the lives of the first and second emperors and the two
rebel warriors who changed the course of Chinese life, adding stories from her own life to
beautifully illustrate their relevance and influence today.
  a thousand pieces of gold adeline yen mah: A Thousand Pieces of Gold Adeline Yen Mah,
2004-02-01 A cultural memoir as well as a personal account of China's past, illustrated by proverbs
taken from a fascinating period of history when China was ruled by the First Emperor, Qin Shihuang
(259-210 B.C.), the sovereign who united China, built the Great Wall, and standardized the Chinese
language. Mah combines fascinating historical insights with stories from her own life to show the
enduring relevance and influence of proverbs in Chinese life, even to the present day. She recreates
a lost world in which warlords, scholars, and courtiers plot and counter-plot to create some of
history's greatest dramas. Combining historical analysis with stories of tremendous personal insight,
this is a work of intimacy and a singularly authentic portrait of Chinese culture. Drawings.
  a thousand pieces of gold adeline yen mah: Chinese Cinderella and the Secret Dragon
Society Adeline Yen Mah, 2004-08-05 During her lonely childhood in Shanghai, Adeline Yen Mah
wrote adventure stories to escape from her terrible step-mother and cruel siblings. The characters
she created often became more real to her than her own family. In Chinese Cinderella and the
Secret Dragon Society, Adeline tells the story of Chinese Cinderella, a young girl who, after being
thrown out of her home, has no choice but to go out and seek her own destiny. Soon she meets up
with a group of children, all orphaned but each from a different background, who live with an old
lady called Grandma Wu. Chinese Cinderella, or CC for short, decides her future after consulting an
ancient book which helps to show her the way forward. And her choice takes her on a mission to
save the lives of others. Based on a true-life incident during World War II. CC and the others bravely
rescue a group of American pilots whose plane crashed after a bombing raid on Japan. Although her
father is looking for her, CC knows that she can never go back to live with her cruel stepmother, and
now there is no turning back.
  a thousand pieces of gold adeline yen mah: Larkin, Ideology and Critical Violence J.
Osborne, 2007-11-23 This volume combines a theoretical critique of the biographical method that
dominates Larkin studies with a revolutionary interpretation of his works that better accounts for
their profound influence upon leading Postmodernists like Ian McEwan, David Mitchell, Carol Ann
Duffy, Damien Hirst - and the creators of Jerry Springer - the Opera .
  a thousand pieces of gold adeline yen mah: Oral Traditions in Contemporary China Juwen
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Zhang, 2021-11-08 In Oral Traditions in Contemporary China: Healing a Nation, Juwen Zhang
provides a systematic survey of such oral traditions as folk and fairy tales, proverbs, ballads, and
folksongs that are vibrantly practiced today. Zhang establishes a theoretical framework for
understanding how Chinese culture has continued for thousands of years with vitality and validity,
core and arbitrary identity markers, and folkloric identity. This framework, which describes a
cultural self-healing mechanism, is equally applicable to the exploration of other traditions and
cultures in the world. Through topics from Chinese Cinderella to the Grimms of China, from
proverbs like “older ginger is spicier” to the life-views held by the Chinese, and from mountain songs
and ballads to the musical instruments like the clay-vessel-flute, the author weaves these oral
traditions across time and space into a mesmerizing intellectual journey. Focusing on contemporary
practice, this book serves as a bridge between Chinese and international folklore scholarship and
other related disciplines as well. Those interested in Chinese culture in general and Chinese folklore,
literature, and oral tradition in particular will certainly delight in perusing this book.
  a thousand pieces of gold adeline yen mah: Chinese Women Writers in Diaspora Amy
Tak-yee Lai, 2009-03-26 The mention of Chinese women writers in diaspora immediately brings to
mind Jung Chang (b. 1952) and her Wild Swans: Three Daughters of China (1991), which won the
1992 NCR book award and the 1993 British Book of the Year Award, and got officially banned in
China. Despite its popular reception and crucial acclaim, Chang’s work has invited a lot of attacks.
Among the most common is the contention that it merely focuses on the experience of the privileged
and does not tell the reader what other memoirs have not already revealed. Chinese Women Writers
in Diaspora is a pioneering study that focuses on four Chinese women writers currently living in the
United States and England, whose works have been popularly received—and are in many cases,
highly controversial—but have received little scholarly attention: Xinran (b. 1958), Hong Ying (b.
1962), Anchee Min (b. 1957), and Adeline Yen Mah (b. 1937). The chapters illuminate how Xinran
constructs her identity and her fellow Chinese women in dialectics of self and other; how Hong Ying
evokes cycles of return that blend Western and Chinese philosophical concepts; how Min employs
images of theatre and theatrical conventions to depict the entrapment and transgression of her
protagonists; and how Mah transliterates and appropriates both Western and Chinese fairy tale
motifs to fashion her Chinese feminist utopia. While Jung Chang’s memoir seems confining, it has
aroused interest in the genre of Chinese female autobiography, and Chinese women writers who live
and write between cultures.
  a thousand pieces of gold adeline yen mah: Encyclopedia of the Literature of Empire Mary
Ellen Snodgrass, 2010 Examines the world's greatest literature about empires and imperialism,
including more than 200 entries on writers, classic works, themes, and concepts.
  a thousand pieces of gold adeline yen mah: Three Plays of Maureen Hunter Hunter,
Maureen, 2003 Book is clean and tight. No writing in text. Like New
  a thousand pieces of gold adeline yen mah: Faction Paradox: Warring States Mags L
Halliday, 2005-06-20 The Year of the Metal Rat has brought with it greed and self-preservation. The
Everlasting Empire is dying, eaten up from within, and the young upstarts Britain and Russia are
circling like carrion-birds, for crows of every nation are equally black. The peasant-sect of the
Righteous Harmonious Fists attacks all foreign devils. In the capital, the ancient heart of the Empire,
the Europeans are besieged by the Dragon Empress’ army and the blood of a thousand Christian
converts runs in the gutters. When there is War in Heaven, there is War in the Land. A dagger can
be concealed in a smile and this House of Paradox smiles often. Its servant here carries grief like
dead petals in her hands and wakes the ancient spirits. Their anger makes the sky weep blood, and
we shall all pay dearly for her trespass. This is the fourth original Faction Paradox novel.
  a thousand pieces of gold adeline yen mah: EATING BITTER Maria Tippett, 2010-08-16
Eating Bitter, a Chinese American Saga is a richly textured biography charting the long lives of Paul
and Sonia Ho. It is about survival of the Sino-Japanese War, the Japanese occupation of Taiwan, the
Communist Revolution and the prejudices the family encountered as immigrants to the United
States. It is about memory - and conflicting memories. Eating Bitter is, above all, an American



success story. It was Paul and Sonia’s eldest son, David, whose groundbreaking work on AIDS made
him Time Magazine’s Person of the Year in 1996 and, a few years later, won him the Presidential
Citizens Medal.
  a thousand pieces of gold adeline yen mah: Approaching the Apocalypse John M. Court,
2008-08-30 Embracing two thousand years of intense and fiery admonition, Approaching the
Apocalypse offers students of religion, history and politics the definitive handbook to Doomsday.
Ideas about divinely-inspired disaster have an enduring place in the history of Christian thought. For
centuries men and women have made preparations for the imminent end of the world, and for the
thousand year reign of Christ and his saints. Inspired principally by the startling texts of the Book of
Revelation, Christianity has a rich and varied tradition of looking forward to the purifying fires of
Armageddon. But what do recurring motifs like the Rapture, pestilence, biblical prophecy and the
building of the New Jerusalem really add up to? And how have interpretations of these patterns
differed from century to century?Charting a steady course between the feverish predictions of early
Christian heretics like the Montanists, and the febrile outpourings of modern-day millennialists, such
as the Branch Davidians and Christian Zionists in America, John M Court explores the continuities
and differences between their violent visions of cataclysm. His history comprises an incisive analysis
of such movements and figures as the Levellers and Diggers, James Jezreel and his Trumpeters,
Seventh-Day Adventists and Jehovah's Witnesses, cargo-cults and drug cultures. Approaching the
Apocalypse shows why prophecies of plague, earthquake and flame continue to resonate so
powerfully in the Christian imagination, and beyond.
  a thousand pieces of gold adeline yen mah: Scrapbook Asian Style! Kristy Harris,
2013-01-29 Create fun and easy scrapbooks with an Asian flair! For scrapbookers tired of the same
old same old, Scrapbook Asian Style! is chock full of new ideas, art, and inspiration for creating
beautiful scrapbook craft. It's perfect for experienced scrapbookers who are looking for something
new to try in their layouts and for beginners who love the distinctive look of Asian design--or who
simply want to make a splash with something special. With 150 projects from several accomplished
scrapbook artists, such as a Buddha Light Switch Cover and Grandma's Origami Brag Book, this
inspiring reference provides tons of ideas as well as step-by-step instructions on how to add pizzazz
to layouts with Asian colors, motifs, fabrics, papers, text and brushwork. Dozens of fun and exciting
materials and techniques are used to give scrapbook layouts an Asian feel--including rub-ons, Asian
characters, Chinese seals, die cuts, pressed flowers, patterned paper, handmade paper, washi paper,
fabric, letter stickers, stamping, embossing, distressing, Chinese calligraphy, paper weaving, faux
batiking, journaling, origami, digital effects and more. Scrapbookers of all levels will find ideas to
document and celebrate special memories and occasions--including vacation, baby layouts, all about
me pages, grandparents and grandchildren layouts, family portraits, anniversaries, birthdays,
graduations, baby showers and holidays.
  a thousand pieces of gold adeline yen mah: Historical Dictionary of Asian American
Literature and Theater Wenying Xu, 2022-08-15 A Library Journal Best Reference Book of 2022 This
book represents the culmination of over 150 years of literary achievement by the most diverse ethnic
group in the United States. Diverse because this group of ethnic Americans includes those whose
ancestral roots branch out to East Asia, Southeast Asia, South Asia, and Western Asia. Even within
each of these regions, there exist vast differences in languages, cultures, religions, political systems,
and colonial histories. From the earliest publication in 1887 to the latest in 2021, this dictionary
celebrates the incredibly rich body of fiction, poetry, memoirs, plays, and children’s literature.
Historical Dictionary of Asian American Literature and Theater, Second Edition contains a
chronology, an introduction, and an extensive bibliography. The dictionary section has more than
700 cross-referenced entries on genres, major terms, and authors. This book is an excellent resource
for students, researchers, and anyone wanting to know more about this topic.
  a thousand pieces of gold adeline yen mah: Chinese Cinderella Adeline Yen Mah,
2009-02-05 Rediscover the A Puffin Book series and bring the best-loved classics to a new
generation - including this 25th anniversary edition of Chinese Cinderella, complete with a special



introduction by Julia Eccleshare. Born into the world with her story already written and woven with
bad luck, Adeline turns her attention to school, where she discovers that she is a talented writer,
much to Father's disapproval. 'Writer! You are going to starve!' But with a pen in her hand, she can't
help but wonder what it would be like to be a writer - no, an author! It won't be easy, but Adeline
must have the courage to rewrite her story. . .
  a thousand pieces of gold adeline yen mah: Asian American Culture Lan Dong,
2016-03-14 Providing comprehensive coverage of a variety of Asian American cultural forms,
including folk tradition, literature, religion, education, politics, sports, and popular culture, this
two-volume work is an ideal resource for students and general readers that reveals the historical,
regional, and ethnic diversity within specific traditions. An invaluable reference for school and
public libraries as well as academic libraries at colleges and universities, this two-volume
encyclopedia provides comprehensive coverage of a variety of Asian American cultural forms that
enables readers to understand the history, complexity, and contemporary practices in Asian
American culture. The contributed entries address the diversity of a group comprising people with
geographically discrete origins in the Far East, Southeast Asia, and the Indian subcontinent,
identifying the rich variations across the category of Asian American culture that are key to
understanding specific cultural expressions while also pointing out some commonalities. Entries are
organized alphabetically and cover topics in the arts; education and politics; family and community;
gender and sexuality; history and immigration; holidays, festivals, and folk tradition; literature and
culture; media, sports, and popular culture; and religion, belief, and spirituality. Entries also broadly
cover Asian American origins and history, regional practices and traditions, contemporary culture,
and art and other forms of shared expression. Accompanying sidebars throughout serve to highlight
key individuals, major events, and significant artifacts and allow readers to better appreciate the
Asian American experience.
  a thousand pieces of gold adeline yen mah: Literary Fantasy in Contemporary Chinese
Diasporic Women's Literature Fang Tang, 2019-12-03 This book explores the use of literary
fantasy in the construction of identity and ‘home’ in contemporary diasporic Chinese women’s
literature. It argues that the use of fantasy acts as a way of undermining the power of patriarchy and
unsettling fixed notions of home. The idea of home explored in this book relates to complicated
struggles to gain a sense of belonging, as experienced by marginalized subjects in constructing their
diasporic identities — which can best be understood as unstable, shifting, and shaped by historical
conditions and power relations. Fantasy is seen to operate in the corpus of this book as a literary
mode, as defined by Rosemary Jackson. Literary fantasy offers a way to rework ancient myths, fairy
tales, ghost stories and legends; it also subverts conventional narratives and challenges the power of
patriarchy and other dominant ideologies. Through a critical reading of four diasporic Chinese
women authors, namely, Maxine Hong Kingston, Adeline Yen Mah, Ying Chen and Larissa Lai, this
book aims to offer critical insights into how their works re-imagine a ‘home’ through literary fantasy
which leads beyond nationalist and Orientalist stereotypes; and how essentialist conceptions of
diasporic culture are challenged by global geopolitics and cultural interactions.
  a thousand pieces of gold adeline yen mah: Encyclopedia of Asian-American Literature
Seiwoong Oh, 2015-04-22 Presents a reference on Asian-American literature providing profiles of
Asian-American writers and their works.
  a thousand pieces of gold adeline yen mah: The Tablet , 2003 The international Catholic
weekly.
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