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**A History of American Higher Education: Thelin’s Perspective**

a history of american higher education thelin offers a fascinating lens through which to
understand the evolution of colleges and universities in the United States. John R. Thelin, a renowned
historian of American higher education, has provided an insightful and comprehensive narrative that
unpacks how institutions of learning have transformed from colonial times to the modern era. His
work not only chronicles the chronological development but also delves into the social, political, and
economic forces shaping higher education in America.

If you’ve ever wondered how the American college system came to be what it is today—or why
certain shifts in education policy and culture occurred—exploring Thelin’s perspective is an excellent
place to start. In this article, we’ll dive into key themes and milestones from Thelin’s history,
highlighting important moments and trends that have defined American higher education.

The Foundations of American Higher Education

Thelin traces the origins of American higher education back to the early colonial period. The first
institutions were primarily religious in nature, established to train clergy and preserve European
intellectual traditions. Harvard College, founded in 1636, stands as the oldest and most prominent
example. These early schools were deeply intertwined with the Puritan mission, emphasizing classical
education and moral instruction.

Colonial Colleges and Their Religious Roots

In the 17th and 18th centuries, most colleges in America were extensions of religious denominations.
Institutions like Yale, William & Mary, and Princeton all began with a focus on theology and classical
studies. The curriculum was centered on Latin, Greek, and Biblical studies, reflecting the belief that
education was a means to create moral and learned citizens.

However, as Thelin highlights, this religious foundation did not remain static. The Enlightenment and
the rise of secular ideas gradually influenced the mission and curriculum of these institutions, setting
the stage for a broader educational scope.

The Expansion and Diversification of Higher Education

Moving into the 19th century, Thelin’s history reveals dramatic growth and diversification in American
higher education. The rise of the nation-state, the Industrial Revolution, and westward expansion all
contributed to a demand for new kinds of knowledge and skills.



The Morrill Land-Grant Acts and Practical Education

One of the most pivotal moments Thelin emphasizes is the passage of the Morrill Land-Grant Acts in
1862 and 1890. These laws granted federal land to states to establish colleges focused on agriculture,
engineering, and the mechanical arts. This marked a shift from purely classical education to more
practical, applied sciences aimed at serving societal needs.

Land-grant universities like Michigan State and Texas A&M became leaders in this movement,
providing accessible education to broader populations and fostering research that supported
industrial and agricultural development.

The Rise of the Research University

The late 19th and early 20th centuries also saw the emergence of the modern research university in
America. Inspired by the German model of higher education, institutions such as Johns Hopkins
University prioritized original research alongside teaching.

Thelin notes that this shift significantly changed faculty roles and institutional priorities. Universities
began to emphasize graduate education and the creation of new knowledge, laying the groundwork
for America’s leadership in global science and innovation.

Social Movements and Access to Higher Education

A critical part of Thelin’s narrative involves the struggle to expand access to higher education for
marginalized groups. Throughout American history, colleges and universities have been arenas for
both exclusion and inclusion.

Women’s Entry into Higher Education

While early colleges were almost exclusively male, the 19th century witnessed the rise of women’s
colleges and coeducation. Institutions like Vassar, Smith, and Wellesley provided opportunities for
women to pursue advanced learning. Thelin discusses how this expansion was part of broader social
reform movements advocating for women’s rights and education.

Despite these advances, gender disparities persisted well into the 20th century, and Thelin’s work
sheds light on the continued efforts to achieve gender equity in academia.

Racial Integration and the Civil Rights Era

Racial segregation was deeply entrenched in American higher education for much of its history.
Thelin’s history details the creation of Historically Black Colleges and Universities (HBCUs) as vital
institutions for African Americans denied access to predominantly white colleges.



The Civil Rights Movement of the 1950s and 1960s catalyzed significant legal and cultural changes,
leading to desegregation efforts and affirmative action policies. Thelin’s analysis highlights how these
shifts were met with both progress and resistance, reflecting ongoing tensions around race and equity
in education.

The Modern Challenges and Transformations

In recent decades, Thelin’s history of American higher education also addresses the complex
challenges facing colleges and universities today. These include escalating costs, debates over
academic freedom, technological changes, and the evolving role of higher education in society.

The Rising Cost of College and Student Debt

One of the most pressing issues Thelin identifies is the dramatic increase in tuition and student debt
burdens. The shift from predominantly public funding to greater reliance on tuition and private
sources has created barriers for many students.

This trend prompts ongoing discussions about the purpose and accessibility of higher education, with
policymakers and institutions searching for sustainable solutions to keep college affordable.

Technology and the Changing Classroom

The digital revolution has transformed how education is delivered and accessed. Online learning
platforms, virtual classrooms, and MOOCs (Massive Open Online Courses) have expanded
opportunities but also challenged traditional university models.

Thelin’s historical framework helps contextualize these changes, showing how higher education has
continually adapted to technological innovations while balancing quality and inclusivity.

The Role of Higher Education in a Globalized World

American universities today operate in an increasingly interconnected world. Thelin’s insights point to
the growing importance of international student populations, global research collaborations, and the
need for curricula that prepare students for a diverse, global workforce.

This global dimension adds layers of complexity to the mission of higher education, requiring
institutions to be both locally grounded and globally engaged.

Why Understanding Thelin’s History Matters

Engaging with John Thelin’s history of American higher education provides more than just a timeline



of events—it offers a richer understanding of how societal values, economic forces, and political
movements have shaped the landscape of learning. For students, educators, and policymakers alike,
this perspective helps make sense of current debates and future possibilities.

Whether you’re interested in the origins of land-grant universities, the fight for inclusion, or the future
of digital education, Thelin’s work is a valuable guide. It reminds us that higher education is not static
but a dynamic institution continuously evolving in response to broader social changes.

As college campuses continue to grapple with issues like diversity, affordability, and innovation,
reflecting on this history can inspire thoughtful approaches grounded in a deep awareness of the past.
Understanding the journey of American higher education through Thelin’s eyes encourages us to
appreciate the complexity and potential of this vital sector.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is John R. Thelin, the author of 'A History of American
Higher Education'?
John R. Thelin is a prominent historian and professor specializing in the history of American higher
education, known for his comprehensive work on the subject, including the book 'A History of
American Higher Education.'

What is the main focus of 'A History of American Higher
Education' by John R. Thelin?
The book examines the development and evolution of higher education in the United States from
colonial times to the present, exploring social, political, and economic influences that shaped
American colleges and universities.

How does 'A History of American Higher Education' address
changes in access to higher education?
Thelin's book discusses the expansion of access over time, including the impact of land-grant
institutions, the GI Bill, civil rights movements, and policies aimed at increasing diversity and inclusion
in American higher education.

What role do historical events play in 'A History of American
Higher Education'?
The book situates the growth and transformation of higher education within broader historical
contexts such as industrialization, wars, social movements, and policy changes, showing how these
events influenced educational priorities and structures.

Is 'A History of American Higher Education' suitable for



academic study?
Yes, Thelin's book is widely used in higher education history courses and by scholars interested in
understanding the institutional and cultural development of American colleges and universities.

What are some key themes explored in 'A History of American
Higher Education'?
Key themes include the democratization of education, the relationship between higher education and
society, the evolving missions of colleges and universities, and challenges such as funding,
governance, and academic freedom.

How has 'A History of American Higher Education' been
received by critics and educators?
Thelin's work is praised for its thorough research, clear narrative, and balanced analysis, making it a
seminal text that provides valuable insights into the complexities of American higher education's past
and present.

Additional Resources
**A History of American Higher Education Thelin: Tracing the Evolution of Academia in the United
States**

a history of american higher education thelin offers a comprehensive exploration of the
development, transformation, and current dynamics of higher education in the United States.
Grounded in the seminal work of John R. Thelin, a respected historian and scholar of American
education, this subject delves into how colleges and universities have evolved from colonial times to
the multifaceted institutions we see today. Understanding this history is crucial for educators,
policymakers, and students alike, as it sheds light on the underlying forces shaping educational
access, curricula, governance, and the broader societal role of higher education.

Foundations of American Higher Education

The origins of American higher education can be traced back to the early 17th century, with the
establishment of Harvard College in 1636. Thelin’s historical analysis emphasizes that these
institutions were initially rooted in religious and classical education, primarily designed to train clergy
and civic leaders. Early colleges such as Yale, William & Mary, and Princeton shared similar purposes,
characterized by a curriculum steeped in theology, Latin, and Greek.

By the 18th and 19th centuries, however, a shift began to take shape. Thelin illustrates how the
Enlightenment and the expanding democratic ideals influenced American higher education,
encouraging the inclusion of broader subjects like science, philosophy, and law. This period also saw
the rise of the land-grant universities, established under the Morrill Act of 1862, which aimed to
democratize access to education by focusing on agriculture, engineering, and practical skills. These
institutions marked a significant departure from the elitist, classical model and laid the groundwork



for the modern public university system.

The Role of Religion and Secularization

Thelin’s historical narrative highlights the tension between religious missions and secular educational
goals. Initially, most colleges were affiliated with religious denominations, which heavily influenced
curricula and governance. Over time, however, the secularization of higher education accelerated.
The 19th century witnessed the rise of nonsectarian institutions and the gradual separation of church
and academy, a transformation that allowed universities to diversify their academic offerings and
expand their research capabilities.

Expansion and Diversification in the 20th Century

The 20th century marked a period of rapid expansion for American higher education, a phenomenon
Thelin thoroughly documents. Increased industrialization, urbanization, and federal investment
contributed to the growth of both public and private institutions. The GI Bill after World War II
dramatically expanded access, as returning veterans flooded universities, prompting the creation of
community colleges and new research institutions.

Growth of Research Universities

Thelin’s work underscores the rise of research universities as a defining feature of 20th-century
American higher education. Fueled by government funding, especially during and after World War II,
universities like MIT, Stanford, and the University of California system became hubs of scientific
innovation and technological advancement. This shift emphasized graduate education and the
generation of new knowledge, distinguishing American higher education on the global stage.

Inclusion and Diversity Movements

Another critical theme in the history of American higher education, as explored by Thelin, is the
gradual inclusion of marginalized groups. The civil rights movement and feminist activism
transformed campus demographics and policies, leading to increased enrollment of women, African
Americans, and other minority groups. Affirmative action policies and federal legislation such as Title
IX reshaped the social fabric of colleges, promoting equity and access, though debates about these
policies continue today.

Challenges and Critiques in Contemporary Higher
Education

While Thelin’s historical account celebrates the achievements and expansion of American higher



education, it also critically examines ongoing challenges. Rising tuition costs, student debt burdens,
and questions about the relevance of traditional curricula have sparked debates about the value and
sustainability of the current system. Thelin’s analysis provides context for understanding these issues,
linking them to broader economic and social trends.

Financial Pressures and Accessibility

Data on escalating tuition fees and student loan debt reveal a growing barrier to higher education
access, especially for low- and middle-income students. Thelin’s historical perspective reveals a
cyclical tension between the ideal of universal access and the realities of funding constraints. Public
universities face shrinking state support, compelling them to increase tuition and rely on auxiliary
revenues, thereby complicating their mission of affordability.

Technological Disruption and Online Learning

Thelin’s framework also allows for an investigation into how digital technologies are reshaping higher
education. Online learning platforms, MOOCs (Massive Open Online Courses), and hybrid models
challenge traditional campus-based experiences. While these innovations broaden access and
flexibility, they raise questions about educational quality, student engagement, and credentialing
standards.

Key Themes in Thelin’s Historical Analysis

John R. Thelin’s scholarship on American higher education is distinguished by several recurring
themes that provide valuable insights into the sector’s evolution:

Institutional Diversity: Thelin stresses the heterogeneity of American colleges and
universities, ranging from small liberal arts colleges to large research universities and
community colleges.

Governance and Autonomy: The shifting balance between government oversight, private
control, and institutional autonomy is a central motif in Thelin’s work.

Purpose and Mission: Thelin traces the changing missions of higher education
institutions—from religious instruction to civic training, to research and workforce development.

Access and Equity: Issues of who gets to attend college and under what conditions remain a
pivotal concern across the centuries.

These themes not only enrich the historical narrative but also inform contemporary discussions on
policy and reform.



Comparative Perspectives

Placing American higher education within a global context, Thelin’s history highlights distinctive
features such as the decentralized governance system, the strong role of private institutions, and the
emphasis on liberal arts education. Compared to European models, where higher education is often
more centralized and state-controlled, the American system’s complexity presents both strengths and
vulnerabilities.

Implications for the Future of American Higher
Education

Understanding the history of American higher education through Thelin’s lens equips stakeholders to
navigate future challenges. The ongoing debates about affordability, quality, equity, and the role of
technology are deeply intertwined with historical patterns of expansion, democratization, and mission
diversification. Policymakers and educators can draw on these insights to craft strategies that balance
innovation with tradition, inclusivity with excellence, and public good with institutional viability.

By engaging with a history of American higher education Thelin articulates, one gains a nuanced
appreciation of how past decisions and societal shifts continue to shape the academic landscape. This
historical consciousness proves essential for fostering a resilient and responsive higher education
system in the 21st century.

A History Of American Higher Education Thelin

  a history of american higher education thelin: A History of American Higher Education
John R. Thelin, 2011-11-15 Colleges and universities are among the most cherished—and
controversial—institutions in the United States. In this updated edition of A History of American
Higher Education, John R. Thelin offers welcome perspective on the triumphs and crises of this
highly influential sector in American life. Thelin’s work has distinguished itself as the most
wide-ranging and engaging account of the origins and evolution of America's institutions of higher
learning. This edition brings the discussion of perennial hot-button issues such as big-time sports
programs up to date and addresses such current areas of contention as the changing role of
governing boards and the financial challenges posed by the economic downturn.
  a history of american higher education thelin: The American College and University
Frederick Rudolph, 2011-07-01 First published in 1962, Frederick Rudolph's groundbreaking study,
The American College and University, remains one of the most useful and significant works on the
history of higher education in America. Bridging the chasm between educational and social history,
this book was one of the first to examine developments in higher education in the context of the
social, economic, and political forces that were shaping the nation at large. Surveying higher
education from the colonial era through the mid-twentieth century, Rudolph explores a multitude of
issues from the financing of institutions and the development of curriculum to the education of
women and blacks, the rise of college athletics, and the complexities of student life. In his foreword
to this new edition, John Thelin assesses the impact that Rudolph's work has had on higher
education studies. The new edition also includes a bibliographic essay by Thelin covering significant
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works in the field that have appeared since the publication of the first edition. At a time when our
educational system as a whole is under intense scrutiny, Rudolph's seminal work offers an important
historical perspective on the development of higher education in the United States.
  a history of american higher education thelin: The History of U.S. Higher Education -
Methods for Understanding the Past Marybeth Gasman, 2013-10-14 The first volume in the Core
Concepts of Higher Education series, The History of U.S. Higher Education: Methods for
Understanding the Past is a unique research methods textbook that provides students with an
understanding of the processes that historians use when conducting their own research. Written
primarily for graduate students in higher education programs, this book explores critical
methodological issues in the history of American higher education, including race, class, gender, and
sexuality. Chapters include: Reflective Exercises that combine theory and practice Research Method
Tips Further Reading Suggestions. Leading historians and those at the forefront of new research
explain how historical literature is discovered and written, and provide readers with the
methodological approaches to conduct historical higher education research of their own.
  a history of american higher education thelin: Essential Documents in the History of
American Higher Education John R. Thelin, 2021-07-06 This course book presents primary
sources that chart the social, intellectual, and political history of American colleges and universities
from the seventeenth century to the present--
  a history of american higher education thelin: American Higher Education in the
Twenty-First Century Michael N. Bastedo, Philip G. Altbach, Patricia J. Gumport, 2023-01-31 First
three editions published with Philip G. Altbach as the principal editor.
  a history of american higher education thelin: The Shaping of American Higher Education
Arthur M. Cohen, Carrie B. Kisker, 2009-11-19 THE SHAPING OF AMERICAN HIGHER EDUCATION
SECOND EDITION When the first edition of The Shaping of American Higher Education was
published it was lauded for its historical perspective and in-depth coverage of current events that
provided an authoritative, comprehensive account of??the history of higher education in the United
States. As in the first edition, this book tracks trends and important issues in eight key areas:
student access, faculty professionalization, curricular expansion, institutional growth, governance,
finance, research, and outcomes. Thoroughly revised and updated, the volume is filled with critical
new data; recent information from specialized sources on faculty, student admissions, and
management practices; and an entirely new section that explores privatization, corporatization, and
accountability from the mid-1990s to the present. This second edition also includes end-of-chapter
questions for guidance, reflection, and study.???? Cohen and Kisker do the nation's colleges and
universities a much needed service by authoring this volume. The highly regarded histories of
American higher education have become badly dated. They ignore the last quarter century when
American higher education was transformed. This volume provides comprehensive information on
that era. — Art Levine, president, Woodrow Wilson National Fellowship Foundation, and author,
When Hope and Fear Collide: A Portrait of Today's College Student The second edition of The
Shaping of American Higher Education is a treasure trove of information and insight. Cohen and
Kisker provide us with astute and straightforward analysis and commentary on our past, present,
and likely future. This book is invaluable to those seeking to go to the heart of the issues and
challenges confronting higher education. — Judith S. Eaton, president, Council for Higher Education
Accreditation Arthur Cohen and his collaborator have now updated his superb history of American
higher education. It remains masterful, authoritative, comprehensive, and incisive, and guarantees
that this work will stand as the classic required resource for all who want to understand where
higher education came from and where it is going. The new material gives a wise and nuanced
perspective on the current crisis-driven transformations of the higher education industry. — John
Lombardi, president, Louisiana State University System The Shaping of American Higher Education
is distinguished by its systematic approach, comprehensive coverage, and extensive treatment of the
modern era, including the first years of the twenty-first century. In this second edition, Arthur
Cohen??and Carrie Kisker are??especially adept at bringing historical perspective and a balanced



viewpoint to controversial issues of the current era. — Roger L. Geiger, distinguished professor, The
Pennsylvania State University, and author, Knowledge and Money
  a history of american higher education thelin: Rethinking the History of American
Education W. Reese, J. Rury, 2007-12-25 This collection of original essays examines the history of
American education as it has developed as a field since the 1970s and moves into a post-revisionist
era and looks forward to possible new directions for the future. Contributors take a comprehensive
approach, beginning with colonial education and spanning to modern day, while also looking at
various aspects of education, from higher education, to curriculum, to the manifestation of social
inequality in education. The essays speak to historians, educational researchers, policy makers and
others seeking fresh perspectives on questions related to the historical development of schooling in
the United States.
  a history of american higher education thelin: Going to College in the Sixties John R.
Thelin, 2018-11-15 The 1960s was the most transformative decade in the history of American higher
education—but not for the reasons you might think. Picture going to college in the sixties: the
protests and marches, the teach-ins and sit-ins, the drugs, sex, and rock 'n' roll—hip, electric,
psychedelic. Not so fast, says bestselling historian John R. Thelin. Even at radicalized campuses,
volatile student demonstrations coexisted with the business as usual of a flagship state university:
athletics, fraternities and sororities, and student government. In Going to College in the Sixties,
Thelin reinterprets the campus world shaped during one of the most dramatic decades in American
history. Reconstructing all phases of the college experience, Thelin explores how students competed
for admission, paid for college in an era before Pell Grants, dealt with crowded classes and
dormitories, voiced concerns about the curriculum, grappled with new tensions in big-time college
sports, and overcame discrimination. Thelin augments his anecdotal experience with a survey of
landmark state and federal policies and programs shaping higher education, a chronological look at
media coverage of college campuses over the course of the decade, and an account of institutional
changes in terms of curricula and administration. Combining student memoirs, campus publications,
oral histories, and newsreels, along with archival sources and institutional records, the book goes
beyond facile stereotypes about going to school in the sixties. Grounded in social and political
history, with a scope that will appeal both to a new generation of scholars and to alumni of the era,
this engaging book allows readers to consider going to college in both the past and the present.
  a history of american higher education thelin: A History of Education in Kentucky
William E. Ellis, 2011-06-17 Kentucky is nationally renowned for horses, bourbon, rich natural
resources, and unfortunately, hindered by a deficient educational system. Though its reputation is
not always justified, in national rankings for grades K-12 and higher education, Kentucky
consistently ranks among the lowest states in education funding, literacy, and student achievement.
In A History of Education in Kentucky, William E. Ellis illuminates the successes and failures of
public and private education in the commonwealth since its settlement. Ellis demonstrates how
political leaders in the nineteenth century created a culture that devalued public education and
refused to adequately fund it. He also analyzes efforts by teachers and policy makers to enact vital
reforms and establish adequate, equal education, and discusses ongoing battles related to religious
instruction, integration, and the Kentucky Education Reform Act (KERA). A History of Education in
Kentucky is the only up-to-date, single-volume history of education in the commonwealth. Offering
more than mere policy analysis, this comprehensive work tells the story of passionate students,
teachers, and leaders who have worked for progress from the 1770s to the present day. Despite the
prevailing pessimism about education in Kentucky, Ellis acknowledges signs of a vibrant educational
atmosphere in the state. By advocating a better understanding of the past, Ellis looks to the future
and challenges Kentuckians to avoid historic failures and build on their successes.
  a history of american higher education thelin: The Transatlantic World of Higher
Education Anja Werner, 2013-03-01 Between the 1760s and 1914, thousands of young Americans
crossed the Atlantic to enroll in German-speaking universities, but what was it like to be an
American in, for instance, Halle, Heidelberg, Göttingen, or Leipzig? In this book, the author



combines a statistical approach with a biographical approach in order to reconstruct the history of
these educational pilgrimages and to illustrate the interconnectedness of student migration with
educational reforms on both sides of the Atlantic. This detailed account of academic networking in
European educational centers highlights the importance of travel for academic and cultural
transformations in nineteenth-century America.
  a history of american higher education thelin: Akademische Festkulturen vom
Mittelalter bis zur Gegenwart Martin Kintzinger, Wolfgang Eric Wagner, Marian Füssel,
2018-12-05 Für die Zeit vom Mittelalter bis zur Gegenwart und für Europa und Nordamerika
untersuchen in 16 Beiträgen renommierte Autoren und Autorinnen unterschiedliche Facetten der
universitären Festkultur und der Inszenierung von feierlichen Anlässen: Jubiläumsfeiern wie
religiöse Zeremonien, Graduierungsfeste und Memorialfeiern oder Depositionsakte und schliesslich
Festlichkeiten aus Anlass politischer Stellungnahmen. Neben den institutionellen, organisatorischen
und rechtlichen Belangen werden theatralische und musikalische Aufführungspraktiken sowie
materielle Relikte der Festkulturen behandelt. Der Band enthält Beiträge von Joachim Bauer, Heike
Bungert, Ulrike Denk, Pieter Dhondt, Markus Drüding, Marian Füssel, Matthias Hensel, Richard
Kirwan, Renate Kohn, Harald Lönnecker, Winfried Müller, Meta Niederkorn-Bruck, Karl Ubl,
Wolfgang Eric Wagner, Marija Wakounig und Susana Zapke.
  a history of american higher education thelin: Higher Education: Handbook of Theory and
Research Laura W. Perna, 2023-02-24 Published annually since 1985, the Handbook series provides
a compendium of thorough and integrative literature reviews on a diverse array of topics of interest
to the higher education scholarly and policy communities. Each chapter provides a comprehensive
review of research findings on a selected topic, critiques the research literature in terms of its
conceptual and methodological rigor and sets forth an agenda for future research intended to
advance knowledge on the chosen topic. The Handbook focuses on a comprehensive set of central
areas of study in higher education that encompasses the salient dimensions of scholarly and policy
inquiries undertaken in the international higher education community. Each annual volume contains
chapters on current important issues pertaining to college students and faculty, organization and
administration, curriculum and instruction, policy, diversity issues, economics and finance, history
and philosophy, community colleges, advances in research methodology and other key aspects of
higher education administration. The series is fortunate to have attracted annual contributions from
distinguished scholars throughout the world.
  a history of american higher education thelin: American Higher Education in a Global
Context Cristina González, 2022-02-14 American Higher Education in a Global Context: Historical
Perspectives describes the current state of universities on each continent, providing a
comprehensive analysis of the numerous factors that have affected higher education systems around
the world. This book studies higher education from its emergence in antiquity to the establishment
of the American research university model and its adoption around the globe, through the current
Covid-19 pandemic and concomitant economic and political crisis. The author pays special attention
to the shortcomings of the neoliberal trend of the last four decades, which increased social
stratification at institutions of higher learning. Calling for an expansion of access to tertiary
education, and in particular, to research universities, this book examines the competition between
China and the United States in the field of higher education, stressing the importance of academic
freedom, without which there can be no true academic excellence.
  a history of american higher education thelin: Religion and the American University James
W. Fraser, 2025-07 This book is designed to tell the complex story of the changing place of religion
in American higher education over the last 220 years--
  a history of american higher education thelin: To Promote the General Welfare Steven
Conn, 2012-07-03 Americans love to hate their government, and a long tradition of anti-government
suspicion reaches back to debates among the founders of the nation. But the election of Barack
Obama has created a backlash rivaled only by the anti-government hysteria that preceded the Civil
War. Lost in all the Tea Party rage and rhetoric is this simple fact: the federal government plays a



central role in making our society function, and it always has. Edited by Steven Conn and written by
some of America's leading scholars, the essays in To Promote the General Welfare explore the many
ways government programs have improved the quality of life in America. The essays cover
everything from education, communication, and transportation to arts and culture, housing, finance,
and public health. They explore how and why government programs originated, how they have
worked and changed--and been challenged--since their inception, and why many of them are
important to preserve. The book shows how the WPA provided vital, in some cases career-saving,
assistance to artists and writers like Jackson Pollock, Dorothea Lange, Richard Wright, John
Cheever, and scores of others; how millions of students from diverse backgrounds have benefited
and continue to benefit from the G.I. Bill, Fulbright scholarships, and federally insured student
loans; and how the federal government created an Interstate highway system unparalleled in the
world, linking the entire nation. These are just a few examples of highly successful programs the
book celebrates--and that anti-government critics typically ignore. For anyone wishing to explore the
flip side of today's vehement attacks on American government, To Promote the General Welfare is
the best place to start.
  a history of american higher education thelin: Reconstructing the “Uni-versity” Harvey J.
Graff, 2025-09-14 Slogans, myths, and isolated anecdotes are inadequate substitutes for documented
history and contextual understanding. Literature on the history of higher education is dominated by
ahistorical and contextually ignorant slogans. Seldom acknowledged, in discussions of the “decline”
or “failure” of the modern university, is 1) how long it has been going on (at least since the 1960s);
and 2) universities' own complicity in this long, complicated, and contradictory process. Myths
intertwine inseparably with slogans to echo yet another “lost cause.” Our collective, as well as
individual, pasts provide essential lessons if we know how to read and learn from them. More
complicated is imagining a plausible better future for universities. In Reconstructing the
“Uni-versity”: From the Ashes of the “Mega- and Multi-versity” to the Futures of Higher Education,
Harvey J. Graff, bringing experience from over 50 years as a professor, provides an accurate history
of higher education, redefining the issues and terms to establish a new agenda.
  a history of american higher education thelin: Liberal Education and Democracy Bob
Pepperman Taylor, 2025-05-15 Liberal Education and Democracy addresses three vital arguments
for liberal education and its integral relationship to democracy. Liberal education is currently under
attack as both politically subversive and economically impractical. In Liberal Education and
Democracy, Bob Pepperman Taylor evaluates both the defenses that have been offered for liberal
education and the complex relationship between liberal education and democracy. He offers a
compelling case for maintaining a strong commitment to this form of education as an essential good
for all citizens. His three primary arguments for liberal education are that it prepares students to be
useful contributors to the economy, that it prepares citizens to be thoughtful and responsible, and
that it can stimulate students to experience the delight of intellectual exploration and
understanding. Taylor moves through each of these arguments and concludes that the seemingly
least practical of them may in fact be the most powerful. He gives an insightful glimpse into the
current democratic climate and through thorough examination argues that democracies need liberal
education as much as liberal learning requires the freedom of democratic societies.
  a history of american higher education thelin: Disability in Higher Education Nancy J.
Evans, Ellen M. Broido, Kirsten R. Brown, Autumn K. Wilke, 2017-03-06 Create campuses inclusive
and supportive of disabled students, staff, and faculty Disability in Higher Education: A Social Justice
Approach examines how disability is conceptualized in higher education and ways in which students,
faculty, and staff with disabilities are viewed and served on college campuses. Drawing on multiple
theoretical frameworks, research, and experience creating inclusive campuses, this text offers a new
framework for understanding disability using a social justice lens. Many institutions focus solely on
legal access and accommodation, enabling a system of exclusion and oppression. However, using
principles of universal design, social justice, and other inclusive practices, campus environments can
be transformed into more inclusive and equitable settings for all constituents. The authors consider



the experiences of students, faculty, and staff with disabilities and offer strategies for addressing
ableism within a variety of settings, including classrooms, residence halls, admissions and
orientation, student organizations, career development, and counseling. They also expand traditional
student affairs understandings of disability issues by including chapters on technology, law, theory,
and disability services. Using social justice principles, the discussion spans the entire college
experience of individuals with disabilities, and avoids any single-issue focus such as physical
accessibility or classroom accommodations. The book will help readers: Consider issues in addition
to access and accommodation Use principles of universal design to benefit students and employees
in academic, cocurricular, and employment settings Understand how disability interacts with
multiple aspects of identity and experience. Despite their best intentions, college personnel
frequently approach disability from the singular perspective of access to the exclusion of other
important issues. This book provides strategies for addressing ableism in the assumptions, policies
and practices, organizational structures, attitudes, and physical structures of higher education.
  a history of american higher education thelin: Advancing Research in Philanthropy and
Education Noah D. Drezner, 2025-08-11 This interdisciplinary book brings together leading
scholars to explore how cultural practices and traditions shape philanthropic efforts in education
across diverse regions. Offering a comprehensive overview of the field, it identifies key theoretical
developments, emerging research topics, and innovative methodologies that are transforming
education philanthropy.
  a history of american higher education thelin: The Capitalist University Henry Heller,
2016-10-20 Can the ivory tower rise above capitalism? Or are the humanities and social sciences
merely handmaids to the American imperial order? The Capitalist University surveys the history of
higher education in the United States over the last century, revealing how campuses and classrooms
have become battlegrounds in the struggle between liberatory knowledge and commodified learning.
Henry Heller takes readers from the ideological apparatus of the early Cold War, through the revolts
of the 1960s and on to the contemporary malaise of postmodernism, neoliberalism and the so-called
'knowledge economy' of academic capitalism. He reveals how American educational institutions have
been forced to decide between teaching students to question the dominant order and helping to
perpetuate it. The Capitalist University presents a comprehensive overview of a topic which affects
millions of students in America and increasingly, across the globe.
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