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More Than Less Than Worksheets for Kindergarten: Building Early Math Skills with
Confidence

more than less than worksheets for kindergarten are a fantastic resource for young
learners beginning their journey into the world of numbers and comparisons. These
worksheets are specifically designed to introduce children to fundamental concepts of
quantity and number relationships, helping them understand how to compare numbers in
an engaging and straightforward way. For parents, teachers, and caregivers,
incorporating these worksheets into early education routines can significantly boost a
child’s confidence and skills in mathematics.

Why Are More Than Less Than Worksheets
Important for Kindergarteners?

Kindergarten marks a pivotal time when children start to grasp the basics of math.
Comparing numbers using concepts like “more than,” “less than,” and “equal to” lays the
foundation for future math skills such as addition, subtraction, and number sense. More
than less than worksheets for kindergarten provide a hands-on, interactive approach that
encourages critical thinking and sharpens observation skills.

At this stage, children are still developing their cognitive abilities and often learn best
through visual aids and repetitive practice. Worksheets that use colorful images, simple
number lines, and relatable scenarios make the abstract ideas of comparison much easier
to digest. This tactile learning method helps solidify the concepts and prepares kids for
more complex math problems down the line.

Key Features of Effective More Than Less Than
Worksheets for Kindergarten

Not all worksheets are created equal, especially when it comes to teaching young
children. The best more than less than worksheets for kindergarten share several
important characteristics that make learning enjoyable and effective:

1. Clear Visuals and Simple Layouts

Kindergarteners benefit greatly from worksheets that are visually appealing and
uncluttered. Using bright colors, large fonts, and pictures of familiar objects (like apples,
stars, or animals) helps maintain attention and makes the task feel less intimidating.



2. Gradual Difficulty Progression

Effective worksheets start with very basic comparisons—such as identifying which of two
numbers is larger—and progressively increase in difficulty. This might include comparing
numbers with larger values or introducing the concept of equality. Gradual progression
ensures that children build confidence at every step.

3. Integration of Symbols & Language

Worksheets typically introduce the mathematical symbols for "greater than" (>), "less
than" (<), and "equal to" (=) alongside the vocabulary terms. Reinforcing both the words
and symbols helps students connect the visual representation with the concept, a crucial
step in math literacy.

4. Interactive and Engaging Activities

Beyond simple number comparison, some worksheets include fun activities like coloring,
matching, or drawing arrows to show relationships. These interactive elements keep
kindergarteners engaged and encourage active participation, which enhances learning
retention.

Incorporating More Than Less Than Worksheets
Into Daily Learning

Consistency is key when teaching young children new concepts. Incorporating more than
less than worksheets for kindergarten into everyday learning routines can make a big
difference. Here are some practical tips to maximize their effectiveness:

e Set a Dedicated Time: Allocate 10-15 minutes a day for focused math practice to
build a routine without overwhelming the child.

¢ Use Real-Life Comparisons: Complement worksheets with real-world examples,
like comparing the number of toys, fruits, or snacks during mealtime.

e Encourage Verbalization: Ask children to explain their reasoning aloud as they
complete the worksheets, reinforcing their understanding.

e Celebrate Progress: Positive reinforcement boosts motivation, so praise efforts and
celebrate milestones.

e Mix It Up: Rotate different worksheets and activities to keep the learning
experience fresh and stimulating.



Types of More Than Less Than Worksheets
Suitable for Kindergarten

The variety of worksheets available can cater to different learning styles and stages. Some
common types include:

Number Comparison Worksheets

These focus on comparing two numbers, often with visual aids like dots or objects to
count. Children decide which number is greater, smaller, or if they are equal, and then
mark the correct symbol.

Counting and Comparing Objects

Instead of just numbers, these worksheets use groups of objects that children count and
compare. This hands-on approach links counting skills directly to comparison concepts.

Number Line Activities

Number lines help children visualize numerical order. Worksheets might ask students to
place numbers correctly or identify which number is more or less along the line.

Fill-in-the-Blank Symbol Worksheets

These require children to insert the correct greater than, less than, or equal to symbol
between two numbers or groups of objects, reinforcing symbol recognition.

Story-Based Comparison Problems

Simple math stories or word problems provide context for the comparison, encouraging
comprehension and critical thinking beyond rote learning.

How to Choose the Best More Than Less Than
Worksheets for Your Kindergartener

With so many options available online and in print, selecting the most effective worksheets
can be overwhelming. Consider the following factors to make an informed choice:

e Age Appropriateness: Ensure the content matches your child’s developmental
stage and skill level.



e Visual Appeal: Choose worksheets with engaging images and clear instructions to
hold the child’s interest.

e Variety and Progression: Look for resources that offer a range of activities and
gradually increase in difficulty.

e Alignment with Curriculum: If using the worksheets as part of school support,
check that they align with kindergarten math standards.

e Interactivity: Worksheets that encourage coloring, drawing, or physical interaction
tend to be more effective for young learners.

Supporting Early Math Development Beyond
Worksheets

While more than less than worksheets for kindergarten are an excellent tool, combining
them with other methods can deepen understanding:

e Manipulatives: Using physical objects like blocks or counters can provide tactile
learning experiences that reinforce comparison skills.

e Games: Simple board games or card games that involve counting and comparing
numbers turn learning into play.

e Storytelling: Integrate math concepts into everyday conversations and stories to
make them relatable and memorable.

e Technology: Educational apps and interactive whiteboards can offer dynamic ways
to practice more than less than concepts.

By blending worksheets with these approaches, children can develop a well-rounded
understanding of number relationships in diverse and meaningful ways.

Engaging kindergarteners with more than less than worksheets encourages early
numeracy skills that are vital for later academic success. As children learn to compare
quantities confidently, they build a strong mathematical foundation that makes future
learning smoother and more enjoyable. Whether used at home or in the classroom, these
worksheets provide a structured yet fun way to nurture curiosity and competence in young
math learners.



Frequently Asked Questions

What are 'more than less than' worksheets for
kindergarten?

'‘More than less than' worksheets for kindergarten are educational tools designed to help
young children learn to compare quantities by identifying which group has more, less, or
an equal number of items.

Why are 'more than less than' worksheets important for
kindergarteners?

These worksheets help develop early math skills such as number recognition, counting,
and comparison, which are foundational for understanding arithmetic concepts.

What types of activities are included in 'more than less
than' worksheets for kindergarten?

Activities often include counting objects, circling or coloring groups with more or fewer
items, filling in comparison symbols (>, <), and matching sets based on quantity.

How can parents use 'more than less than' worksheets
at home?

Parents can use these worksheets to reinforce counting and comparison skills by guiding
their children through the exercises, making learning interactive and fun.

Are there digital versions of 'more than less than'
worksheets for kindergarten?

Yes, many educational websites offer printable and digital versions of these worksheets
that can be used on tablets or computers for interactive learning.

How do 'more than less than' worksheets align with
kindergarten math standards?

They align well by addressing early number sense goals, helping children understand
quantity concepts and comparison, which are key parts of kindergarten math curricula.

Can 'more than less than' worksheets be customized for
different learning levels?

Yes, worksheets can be tailored with varying difficulty, such as using smaller or larger
numbers, incorporating pictures, or adding word problems to suit individual student
needs.



Additional Resources

More Than Less Than Worksheets for Kindergarten: An Analytical Overview

more than less than worksheets for kindergarten represent a foundational resource
in early childhood education, designed to introduce young learners to the concepts of
comparison and numerical relationships. These worksheets play a critical role in
developing kindergarteners’ understanding of quantity, number sense, and basic
mathematical reasoning. As educators and parents increasingly seek effective tools to
foster early math skills, the utility and design of more than less than worksheets warrant
an in-depth exploration.

The Role of More Than Less Than Worksheets in
Early Math Education

Introducing the concepts of “more than,” “less than,” and “equal to” is a pivotal milestone
in kindergarten math curricula. These comparative notions serve as a gateway to more
complex arithmetic and problem-solving skills. More than less than worksheets for
kindergarten typically use visual aids, such as pictures, numbers, and symbols, to help
children distinguish between quantities in an engaging and age-appropriate manner.

Research in early childhood education emphasizes the importance of concrete, hands-on
learning experiences when teaching abstract math concepts. Worksheets that integrate
colorful images, intuitive layouts, and simple instructions align well with the cognitive
development stages of five- and six-year-olds. This alignment ensures that children do not
merely memorize symbols like “>" or “<” but develop a conceptual understanding of what
these symbols represent in real-world contexts.

Key Features of Effective More Than Less Than
Worksheets

When evaluating more than less than worksheets for kindergarten, several features
contribute to their effectiveness:

e Visual Clarity: Large numbers and clear, distinguishable images help children focus
on the task without unnecessary distractions.

e Progressive Difficulty: Worksheets that gradually increase in complexity—from
comparing small numbers to larger quantities or mixed representations—support

scaffolded learning.

e Interactive Elements: Some worksheets incorporate coloring, circling, or drawing,
which engage multiple senses and aid retention.

e Contextual Examples: Using everyday objects such as fruits, animals, or toys



makes comparisons relatable, facilitating better comprehension.

¢ Inclusion of Equal To: Introducing the concept of equality alongside more than and
less than enriches understanding of numerical relationships.

These elements collectively help kindergarten students internalize the comparative
concepts and prepare them for subsequent mathematical topics, such as addition,
subtraction, and number sequencing.

Comparing Different Types of More Than Less
Than Worksheets

More than less than worksheets vary broadly in format and instructional design.
Understanding the distinctions can help educators and parents select resources that best
suit their instructional goals and children’s learning styles.

Printable Worksheets vs. Digital Interactive Worksheets

Traditional printable worksheets remain popular due to their ease of use, accessibility,
and the tactile experience they offer. Children can physically circle, color, or write
answers, which reinforces motor skills alongside cognitive development. However, digital
interactive worksheets are gaining traction, especially in contexts where technology
integration is prioritized.

Interactive worksheets often include instant feedback mechanisms, such as correct-
answer highlights or hints, which can accelerate learning. Furthermore, digital formats
can incorporate gamified elements, making the more than less than exercises more
engaging for tech-savvy children. Despite these advantages, some educators caution that
excessive screen time might detract from hands-on learning benefits, suggesting a
balanced approach.

Symbol-Focused vs. Object-Based Worksheets

Worksheets that emphasize the symbols “>,” “<,” and “=" typically target recognition and
symbolic understanding, which is crucial for early numeracy. Conversely, object-based
worksheets use pictures or counts of tangible items to represent numbers, helping
children develop a concrete sense of quantity before abstract symbols are introduced.

For kindergarteners just beginning to explore numbers, worksheets with pictures and
objects may be more effective. As children’s familiarity grows, transitioning to symbol-
focused worksheets can solidify their grasp of mathematical notation.



Benefits and Challenges of Using More Than Less
Than Worksheets in Kindergarten

Benefits

e Promotes Numerical Literacy: Early exposure to comparative concepts builds a
foundation for arithmetic and problem-solving skills.

e Encourages Critical Thinking: Comparing quantities requires observation and
decision-making, fostering analytical skills.

e Supports Differentiated Learning: Worksheets can be tailored to varying ability
levels, helping all students progress at their own pace.

¢ Facilitates Parental Involvement: Simple and accessible worksheets enable
parents to participate actively in their child’s learning journey.

Challenges

* Risk of Repetitiveness: Overuse of similar worksheets without variation can lead to
disengagement.

e Potential for Misinterpretation: Without proper guidance, young learners might
focus on symbols mechanically rather than grasping underlying concepts.

e Limited Context: Worksheets may sometimes lack real-world application scenarios,
which can hinder broader understanding.

e Varied Learning Styles: Worksheets alone may not address all children’s needs,
especially those who benefit more from kinesthetic or auditory learning methods.

These considerations suggest that more than less than worksheets should be integrated
thoughtfully within a broader, multimodal instructional framework to maximize their
educational impact.

Integrating More Than Less Than Worksheets



into Kindergarten Curriculum

To optimize the benefits of more than less than worksheets, educators are advised to
adopt a multifaceted approach. Combining worksheets with interactive activities such as
sorting games, manipulatives, and story-based math problems can reinforce the concepts
in diverse ways.

Moreover, regular assessment using these worksheets helps track progress and identify
areas needing reinforcement. When paired with verbal explanations and peer
collaboration, worksheets become a springboard for deeper mathematical exploration.

Strategies for Effective Implementation

1. Start with Concrete Examples: Use real objects to teach quantity comparison
before introducing worksheets.

2. Incorporate Visual Aids: Supplement worksheets with charts or flashcards to
enhance symbol recognition.

3. Encourage Interactive Learning: Allow children to create their own comparison
problems, boosting engagement and creativity.

4. Provide Immediate Feedback: Review worksheet answers promptly to correct
misunderstandings and reinforce learning.

5. Diversify Resources: Rotate different worksheet designs and incorporate digital
tools to maintain interest.

By embedding more than less than worksheets within a dynamic learning environment,
kindergarten educators can effectively support early numeracy development and foster a
positive attitude toward mathematics.

As early childhood education continues to evolve, the design and application of more than
less than worksheets for kindergarten remain integral to nurturing foundational math
skills. Their strategic use, complemented by varied teaching methods, offers promising
avenues for enhancing young learners’ cognitive growth in quantitative reasoning.

More Than Less Than Worksheets For Kindergarten

more than less than worksheets for kindergarten: Perfect Genius NCERT Mathematics
Worksheets for Class 3 (based on Bloom's taxonomy) 2nd Edition Disha Experts, 2019-07-10
Perfect Genius is a collection of selfindulging user friendly worksheets (designed in 2 colour format)


https://bmx.fpfootwear.com/archive-th-113/more-than-less-than-worksheets-for-kindergarten.pdf

which is based on Bloom’s Taxonomy. As per the Bloom’s Taxonomy, there are six learning stages
which shows the shift from the lower order thinking skills towards the higher order thinking skills
Knowledge, Comprehension, Application, Analysis, Evaluation & Creation. Perfect Genius NCERT
Mathematics Worksheets for Class 3 (based on Bloom's taxonomy) is the scientifically designed
workbook which has the following features: 1. Follows and Designed as per the NCERT syllabus. 2.
Unlike regular books which try only to find out how much a child knows, the Perfect Genius
worksheets measure how well a student has understood concepts. 3. Covers 100 skills in the form of
100 Formative Activity worksheets on Scholastic Areas (Mathematics), Life Skills, Attitude and
Values. 4. The solutions to the 100 Formative Activity worksheets are provided at the end of the
workbook. 5. The workbook follows the National Curricular Framework, NCF 2005. 6. These
worksheets have been classified in the 6 learning stages of Bloom's Taxonomy. Benefits of Perfect
Genius: 1. Builds a Strong Foundation for NTSE, Olympiads, I[ITJEE and other exams. 2. Perfect
Genius does not restrict to the academic requirements but will question the students on various
aspects required for a Good Intelligence Quotient. 3. The exercises generate enough triggers for
students to expand their learning horizons. The questions designed aid in the establishment and
encouragement of critical thinking. 4. The students will be able to present and create opinions and
make judgments developing the higher order thinking skills. 5. The student will develop not only
scholastic abilities but there will be an overall holistic development Life Skills, Attitude, Values. As
children are most receptive to learning during young age, a time when they are not influenced by a
lot of external factors. So the right time is to start NOW.

more than less than worksheets for kindergarten: Tax Rules for Children and Dependents ,
1998

more than less than worksheets for kindergarten: Teaching for Equity in Complex Times
Jamy Stillman, Lauren Anderson, 2017-04-28 In schools serving high concentrations of bilingual
learners, it can be especially challenging for teachers to maintain commitments to equity-minded
instruction while meeting the demands of new educational policies, including national standards.
This book details how one school integrated equity pedagogy into standards-based curriculum and
produced exemplary levels of achievement. As the authors illustrate, however, the schools dual
commitment to bilingual education and standards-based reform engendered numerous complex
tensions. Specifically, the authors describe teachers attempts to balance demands for rigor and
content coverage within their high-performing school and with their diverse student population. This
timely book illustrates what can happen when a schools teachers embrace equity pedagogy while
navigating policy-related pressures. It offers a cogent counternarrative to traditional accounts of
standards-based reform, especially for emerging bilingual students.

more than less than worksheets for kindergarten: Outcomes in Literacy, Numeracy & Life
Skills , 1998 This a complete, integrated course for the Foundation Phase. It develops Specific
Outcomes from all eight learning areas in each of the three workbooks and includes a teacher's
resource book packed with ideas and activities. Workbooks for Grades 2 and 3 are fully compatible
with Curriculum 2005.

more than less than worksheets for kindergarten: Reproducible Copies of Federal Tax
Forms and Instructions, Publication 1132, Volume 1 of 2, 2002, *,

more than less than worksheets for kindergarten: Queensland Targeting Maths: Teaching
guide Garda Turner, Gloria Harris, Robyn Hurley, 2004

more than less than worksheets for kindergarten: Targeting Maths Katy Pike, Judy Tertini,
Garda Turner, 2004

more than less than worksheets for kindergarten: High Leverage Practices for Inclusive
Classrooms James McLeskey, Lawrence Maheady, Bonnie Billingsley, Mary T. Brownell, Timothy J.
Lewis, 2018-07-20 High Leverage Practices for Inclusive Classrooms offers a set of practices that
are integral to the support of student learning, and that can be systematically taught, learned, and
implemented by those entering the teaching profession. The book focuses primarily on Tiers 1 and 2,
or work that mostly occurs with students with mild disabilities in general education classrooms; and




provides rich, practical information highly suitable for teachers, but that can also be useful for
teacher educators and teacher preparation programs. This powerful, research-based resource offers
twenty-two brief, focused chapters that will be fundamental to effective teaching in inclusive
classrooms.

more than less than worksheets for kindergarten: Reproducible Copies of Federal Tax
Forms and Instructions United States. Internal Revenue Service, 2008

more than less than worksheets for kindergarten: Package X United States. Internal
Revenue Service, 2002

more than less than worksheets for kindergarten: Teaching Middle School Mathematics
Douglas K. Brumbaugh, 2013-05-13 Middle school teaching and learning has a distinct pedagogy
and curriculum that is grounded in the concept of developmentally appropriate education. This text
is designed to meet the very specific professional development needs of future teachers of
mathematics in middle school environments. Closely aligned with the NCTM Principles and
Standards for School Mathematics, the reader-friendly, interactive format encourages readers to
begin developing their own teaching style and making informed decisions about how to approach
their future teaching career. A variety of examples establish a broad base of ideas intended to
stimulate the formative development of concepts and models that can be employed in the classroom.
Readers are encouraged and motivated to become teaching professionals who are lifelong learners.
The text offers a wealth of technology-related information and activities; reflective,
thought-provoking questions; mathematical challenges; student life-based applications; TAG
(tricks-activities-games) sections; and group discussion prompts to stimulate each future teacher's
thinking. Your Turn sections ask readers to work with middle school students directly in field
experience settings. This core text for middle school mathematics methods courses is also
appropriate for elementary and secondary mathematics methods courses that address teaching in
the middle school grades and as an excellent in-service resource for aspiring or practicing teachers
of middle school mathematics as they update their knowledge base. Topics covered in Teaching
Middle School Mathematics: *NCTM Principles for School Mathematics; *Representation;
*Connections; *Communication; *Reasoning and Proof; *Problem Solving; *Number and Operations;
*Measurement; *Data Analysis and Probability; *Algebra in the Middle School Classroom; and
*Geometry in the Middle School Classroom.

more than less than worksheets for kindergarten: Bookkeeping Essentials Steven M.
Bragg, 2011-04-26 The handy problem-solver with helpful information for today's busy bookkeepers
Bookkeeping Essentials: How to Succeed as a Bookkeeper is the handy problem-solver that gives
today's busy bookkeepers and accountants the helpful information they need in a quick-reference
format. Whether in public practice or private industry, professionals will always have this reliable
reference tool at their fingertips. Packed with practical techniques and rules of thumb for analyzing,
evaluating, and solving the day-to-day problems every accountant faces Helps bookkeepers and
accountants quickly pinpoint what to look for, what to watch out for, what to do, and how to do it
Offers hundreds of explanations supported by a multitude of examples, tables, charts, and ratios
Filled with dozens of accounting best practices, Bookkeeping Essentials is a powerful companion for
the ever-changing world of today's accountant and bookkeeper.

more than less than worksheets for kindergarten: The Routledge International
Handbook of Creative Learning Julian Sefton-Green, Pat Thomson, Ken Jones, Liora Bresler,
2011-07-15 The concept of creative learning extends far beyond Arts-based learning or the
development of individual creativity. It covers a range of processes and initiatives throughout the
world that share common values, systems and practices aimed at making learning more creative.
This applies at individual, classroom, or whole school level, always with the aim of fully realising
young people’s potential. Until now there has been no single text bringing together the significant
literature that explores the dimensions of creative learning, despite the work of artists in schools
and the development of a cadre of creative teaching and learning specialists. Containing a mixture of
newly commissioned chapters, reprints and updated versions of previous publications, this book



brings together major theorists and current research. Comprising of key readings in creative
education, it will stand as a uniquely authoritative text that will appeal to those involved in initial
and continuing teacher education, as well as research academics and policy specialists. Sections
include: a general introduction to the field of creative learning arts learning traditions, with sub
sections on discrete art forms such as drama and visual art accounts of practice from artist-teacher
partnerships whole school change and reforms curriculum change assessment evaluative case
studies of impact and effect global studies of policy change around creative learning.

more than less than worksheets for kindergarten: Digest of Education Statistics , 2000
Contains information on a variety of subjects within the field of education statistics, including the
number of schools and colleges, enrollments, teachers, graduates, educational attainment, finances,
Federal funds for education, libraries, international education, and research and development.

more than less than worksheets for kindergarten: NSW Targeting Maths Judy Tertini,
2002

more than less than worksheets for kindergarten: Business Taxpayer Information
Publications , 2002

more than less than worksheets for kindergarten: Helping Teachers Develop Sara Bubb,
2005-09-20 'Helping Teachers Develop is a positive, uplifting, encouraging publication... very good
value for money. It is the sort of publication we need in the profession and it is well worth being part
of every head teacher or staff development tutor’s collection of really useful books. I have to confess,
even before I had finished reading it for review I was using Helping Teachers Develop with my
trainee teachers’ - Peter Stammers, in the Journal of In-service Education "The book explores ways
teachers at all levels can mentor others and improve their careers. [It] also contains guidance on
ways to cope with having your lessons observed and how to make constructive comments as an
observer’ - Michael Shaw, Times Educational Supplement "This is another excellent and accessible
practice guide from someone who, unusually, understands both the classroom teacher from long
years of practice and the theory. The chapter on observation of teachers should be read by every
headteacher, deputy and teacher who engages in monitoring classroom practice. Note, a few
inspectors would benefit too! It's one to read and then refer to on a regular basis if you work in
schools or PGCE departments’ - Tim Brighouse, Chief Adviser for London Schools Helping teachers
develop - whether they're trainees, newly or recently qualified, in their first three, ten or twenty
years, and whether theyre superb or struggling - is vital for the profession, for the millions of
children who'll learn more as a result. Schools have to take greater responsibility for staff’s
continuing professional development (CPD) but there is little real help for the people who develop
teachers. The best teachers will be expected to mentor trainee and newly qualified teachers (NQTs)
and share good practice with all colleagues. Drawing directly on real-life experience and the latest
research, this book will help people in a mentoring, coaching, advisory or management role to: o
develop teachers, through understanding adult learning and the CPD cycle o meet needs from the
range of professional development activities o carry out observations and give oral and written
feedback in a range of situations o help and monitor planning and other parts of the job o help
teachers develop their careers. Using examples from current practice, Sara will take you though
every stage of CPD, from what professional development is to how you can support and monitor staff
in your own school. There are photocopiable materials for you to use. The guidance in this book will
be essential for mentors, induction tutors, CPD/staff development coordinators, people with
advanced skills or excellent teacher status, and all those with a leadership and management role in
schools or local authorities. Sara Bubb is the UK's leading induction expert and has vast expertise in
the CPD field. She runs many courses for different levels of school staff, assesses trainee and
advanced skills teachers and is the new teacher expert for the Times Educational Supplement. Sara
has been seconded from the Institute of Education to the DfES as the consultant for the Chartered
London Teacher initiative. She is the co-author, with Peter Earley, of Leading and Managing
Continuing Professional Development and Managing Teacher Workload.

more than less than worksheets for kindergarten: NSW Targeting Maths Garda Turner,




2002

more than less than worksheets for kindergarten: Targeting Maths Judy Tertini, Katy Pike,
2004

more than less than worksheets for kindergarten: Fostering Children's Mathematical
Power Arthur Baroody, Arthur J. Baroody, Jesse L.M. Wilkins, Ronald T. Coslick, 1998-09-01
Teachers have the responsibility of helping all of their students construct the disposition and
knowledge needed to live successfully in a complex and rapidly changing world. To meet the
challenges of the 21st century, students will especially need mathematical power: a positive
disposition toward mathematics (curiosity and self confidence), facility with the processes of
mathematical inquiry (problem solving, reasoning and communicating), and well connected
mathematical knowledge (an understanding of mathematical concepts, procedures and formulas).
This guide seeks to help teachers achieve the capability to foster children's mathematical power -
the ability to excite them about mathematics, help them see that it makes sense, and enable them to
harness its might for solving everyday and extraordinary problems. The investigative approach
attempts to foster mathematical power by making mathematics instruction process-based,
understandable or relevant to the everyday life of students. Past efforts to reform mathematics
instruction have focused on only one or two of these aims, whereas the investigative approach
accomplishes all three. By teaching content in a purposeful context, an inquiry-based fashion, and a
meaningful manner, this approach promotes chilren's mathematical learning in an interesting,
thought-provoking and comprehensible way. This teaching guide is designed to help teachers
appreciate the need for the investigative approach and to provide practical advice on how to make
this approach happen in the classroom. It not only dispenses information, but also serves as a
catalyst for exploring, conjecturing about, discussing and contemplating the teaching and learning of
mathematics.
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