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The Original Inspector George Gently Collection Alan Hunter: A Timeless Classic in Crime Fiction

the original inspector george gently collection alan hunter holds a special place in the hearts
of crime fiction enthusiasts and classic detective story lovers alike. This beloved series, crafted by
Alan Hunter, has captivated readers for decades with its intricate plots, atmospheric settings, and
the memorable persona of Inspector George Gently. If you’re someone who appreciates vintage
detective novels or is diving into classic British crime fiction for the first time, exploring the original
Inspector George Gently collection by Alan Hunter is a rewarding experience that offers much more
than just a whodunit.

Who is Alan Hunter and What Makes His Work Stand
Out?

Alan Hunter was a prolific British author best known for creating Inspector George Gently, a
character who first appeared in 1955. Hunter’s expertise in crafting compelling crime stories is
evident in the way he weaves together elements of suspense, social commentary, and rich character
development. Unlike many detective series that focus primarily on the puzzle, Hunter’s novels often
explore the human condition, reflecting post-war British society with authenticity and depth.

What distinguishes Alan Hunter’s work is his ability to blend the traditional detective story with
nuanced storytelling. Each book in the original Inspector George Gently collection offers readers a
glimpse into the complexities of crime and justice in mid-20th century England, particularly in the
rural and coastal areas of East Anglia. This regional focus adds a unique flavor, setting the series
apart from urban crime dramas.

The Charm of the Original Inspector George Gently
Collection Alan Hunter

An Engaging Protagonist: Inspector George Gently

At the heart of the series is Inspector George Gently himself, a thoughtful, methodical, and
empathetic detective. Unlike the often aloof or eccentric detectives found in other series, Gently is
grounded and relatable, with a strong moral compass and a deep understanding of human nature.
His approach to solving crimes involves not just logic and deduction but also compassion and insight
into the people involved.

Readers appreciate how Gently evolves over time, facing professional challenges, personal
dilemmas, and the shifting social landscape of Britain. This character development adds layers to the



stories, making the collection more than just a sequence of mysteries.

Atmospheric Settings and Authenticity

A significant part of the appeal of the original Inspector George Gently collection lies in its vivid
settings. Alan Hunter’s detailed descriptions of the English countryside, coastal towns, and small
communities bring the backdrop to life. These settings are not just a static stage but interact with
the narrative, influencing the mood and often playing a key role in the plot.

Hunter’s own familiarity with East Anglia, where he lived for much of his life, shines through his
writing. His ability to capture the nuances of local life and the social dynamics of the era adds
authenticity and richness that modern readers and period enthusiasts alike find fascinating.

Exploring Themes in the Inspector George Gently
Series

Alan Hunter’s original collection is notable for addressing themes that transcend the typical crime
genre. While the mysteries are central, the books often delve into issues such as:

Post-war societal changes and their impact on communities

The moral ambiguities of law enforcement and justice

Class distinctions and their influence on crime and punishment

The psychological depth of victims, perpetrators, and investigators

These thematic layers provide readers with food for thought, elevating the series beyond formulaic
detective fiction.

Popular Titles in the Original Inspector George Gently
Collection

For those interested in starting the journey with Alan Hunter’s work, here are some noteworthy
books from the collection that showcase the series’ strengths:

Gently Go Man (1955) – The debut novel introducing the methodical Inspector Gently.1.

The Man Called Gently (1956) – Further development of Gently’s character and investigative2.
style.



Gently in the City (1957) – A case that moves from rural settings to urban complexities.3.

Gently Where the Roads Go (1962) – Known for its intricate plot and atmospheric descriptions.4.

Each book offers a self-contained mystery while contributing to the broader arc of Gently’s career.

Why Collectors and New Readers Should Revisit The
Original Inspector George Gently Collection Alan
Hunter

For Collectors

Original editions of Alan Hunter’s Inspector George Gently books have become prized collectibles,
especially those from the 1950s and 1960s. The combination of first editions, vintage dust jackets,
and well-preserved copies can make for a valuable addition to any crime fiction collection. Moreover,
owning the original collection allows readers to appreciate the books as they were first presented,
complete with period-specific cover art and typography.

For New Readers

Even if you’re discovering the series today, the original Inspector George Gently collection remains
remarkably accessible. The timeless nature of the mysteries, combined with the relatable
protagonist and evocative settings, holds appeal for modern readers. Additionally, many titles have
been reprinted or are available in digital formats, making it easier to enjoy these classic detective
tales.

Tips for Enjoying the Original Inspector George Gently
Collection Alan Hunter

To get the most out of reading Alan Hunter’s original series, consider these tips:

Read in chronological order: Following Gently’s cases in order helps you track his character
development and understand historical context.

Pay attention to setting descriptions: Hunter’s vivid portrayals of East Anglia add depth to
the stories and enrich the atmosphere.

Notice social themes: Reflecting on the post-war British society dynamics can deepen your



appreciation of the narrative layers.

Pair with adaptations: Watching the BBC’s “Inspector George Gently” series can offer a
visual complement, though note some differences from the books.

The Enduring Legacy of Alan Hunter’s Inspector
George Gently

Decades after their initial publication, the original Inspector George Gently collection by Alan
Hunter continues to resonate with readers and mystery aficionados. The blend of compelling
storytelling, richly drawn characters, and insightful social commentary has ensured that these books
remain a touchstone in British crime fiction. Whether you’re a seasoned collector or a newcomer
eager to explore classic detective stories, Alan Hunter’s work offers a timeless journey into the heart
of crime and human nature.

Diving into the original Inspector George Gently collection is like stepping into a world where every
clue matters, every character has a story, and justice is pursued with both intellect and empathy. It’s
a reading experience that stays with you long after the final page is turned.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Alan Hunter in relation to The Original Inspector
George Gently Collection?
Alan Hunter is the author of the original Inspector George Gently novels, upon which The Original
Inspector George Gently Collection is based.

What is The Original Inspector George Gently Collection?
The Original Inspector George Gently Collection is a series of detective novels written by Alan
Hunter, featuring the character Inspector George Gently.

How many books are in Alan Hunter's Inspector George Gently
series?
Alan Hunter wrote a total of 20 novels featuring Inspector George Gently.

When was the first Inspector George Gently book published?
The first Inspector George Gently novel, 'Gently Does It,' was published in 1955.



Are The Original Inspector George Gently books based on a
true story?
No, the Inspector George Gently books are fictional detective stories created by Alan Hunter.

Has The Original Inspector George Gently Collection been
adapted for television?
Yes, the novels inspired the British TV series 'Inspector George Gently,' which aired from 2007 to
2017.

What is the setting for the Inspector George Gently series by
Alan Hunter?
The series is primarily set in Norfolk and other parts of East Anglia, England.

What genre does The Original Inspector George Gently
Collection belong to?
The collection belongs to the crime and detective fiction genre.

Where can I purchase or read The Original Inspector George
Gently Collection by Alan Hunter?
The books are available for purchase on major retailers like Amazon, or can be found in libraries and
some bookstores.

What makes Alan Hunter's Inspector George Gently novels
unique?
Alan Hunter's novels are known for their strong sense of place, detailed characterization, and classic
British detective story style.

Additional Resources
The Original Inspector George Gently Collection Alan Hunter: A Retrospective Examination

the original inspector george gently collection alan hunter represents a fascinating
intersection of British detective fiction and television adaptation, often inviting readers and viewers
alike to explore the nuances of crime-solving in mid-20th century England. While Alan Hunter is
predominantly known for his series of crime novels featuring Inspector George Gently, the original
collection of these works stands as a cornerstone in the genre, offering both literary value and a
template for various screen interpretations. This article delves into the significance of the original
Inspector George Gently collection by Alan Hunter, analyzing its narrative style, thematic
contributions, and enduring appeal within detective fiction.



Background and Context of the Inspector George
Gently Collection

Alan Hunter introduced Inspector George Gently to readers in 1955 with his debut novel, "Gently
Does It," launching a series that would span over two decades and produce more than twenty novels.
The original Inspector George Gently collection Alan Hunter curated captures the essence of post-
war British policing, set against the shifting social landscapes of the 1950s through the 1970s.
Unlike many contemporaries, Hunter's approach was grounded in realism and a meticulous
understanding of police procedure, reflecting his own background in journalism and his acute social
observations.

The collection is not merely a sequence of mystery novels but also a study in character development
and social commentary. Gently himself is portrayed as a thoughtful, pragmatic detective, often
wrestling with moral ambiguities rather than relying on sensationalism. The stories frequently touch
on class dynamics, societal changes, and the complexities inherent in justice, setting them apart
from the more formulaic crime novels of the era.

Literary Style and Thematic Depth

One defining feature of the original Inspector George Gently collection Alan Hunter penned is the
restrained, methodical narrative style. Hunter employs a measured pace, focusing on detailed
investigations rather than rapid-fire action sequences. This allows for a deeper exploration of both
the crime and the community in which it occurs, enriching the reader’s understanding of context and
motive.

Themes such as corruption, prejudice, and the evolution of law enforcement practices are recurrent.
Hunter avoids glamorizing crime or detective work; instead, he presents a nuanced portrayal of the
police force, often highlighting internal conflicts and bureaucratic challenges. These elements
contribute to a realistic and immersive reading experience, distinguishing the series within the
genre of British detective fiction.

Comparative Analysis: Alan Hunter’s Gently vs.
Contemporary Detective Series

When examining the original Inspector George Gently collection Alan Hunter created, it is
instructive to compare it with other detective series from the same period, such as Agatha Christie’s
Hercule Poirot or Dorothy L. Sayers’ Lord Peter Wimsey. While Christie and Sayers often embraced
a more puzzle-oriented approach with eccentric detectives, Hunter’s Gently is grounded in the
everyday realities of policing. This results in a more subdued, perhaps less flamboyant, but arguably
more authentic detective figure.

Moreover, Hunter’s work predates the surge of “hard-boiled” crime fiction popularized in the United
States during the 1950s and 1960s, yet it shares some thematic concerns with this subgenre,
especially in its focus on moral ambiguity and flawed characters. Unlike the archetypal American



gumshoe, Gently is less cynical but equally complex, reflecting British societal norms and issues.

Impact on Television and Adaptations

The original Inspector George Gently collection Alan Hunter authored has also significantly
influenced television adaptations, most notably the BBC’s "Inspector George Gently" series, which
aired from 2007 to 2017. Although the TV series adapted the character and some plotlines with
modernized elements and updated settings to the 1960s, the core essence of Hunter’s creation—the
thoughtful, principled detective navigating a changing social order—remained intact.

The adaptation introduced Gently to a broader audience, reinforcing the cultural relevance of
Hunter’s original work. It also highlighted the adaptability of the material, as the novels’ rich
characterizations and social themes translated well to the screen. This synergy between literature
and television underscores the enduring legacy of the original Inspector George Gently collection
Alan Hunter developed.

Significance in Crime Fiction Canon

The original Inspector George Gently collection Alan Hunter produced occupies a unique niche
within the British crime fiction canon. It bridges the gap between the classic “Golden Age” mysteries
and the more modern, psychologically complex detective stories that followed. Hunter’s focus on
societal issues and realistic police work paved the way for subsequent authors who sought to portray
crime and justice with greater depth and authenticity.

Furthermore, Hunter’s extensive bibliography featuring Gently offers a longitudinal perspective on
British society’s evolution over two critical post-war decades. This makes the collection not only
valuable for mystery enthusiasts but also for scholars interested in literature reflecting social
change.

Strengths and Limitations of the Collection

Strengths:

Realistic portrayal of police investigations and procedures.

Complex character development, especially of Inspector Gently.

Insightful exploration of social and moral issues.

Rich atmospheric settings that evoke post-war England.

Limitations:



Slower narrative pace may not appeal to readers seeking fast-paced thrillers.

Occasional dated language and social attitudes reflective of its time.

Less emphasis on dramatic plot twists compared to other detective fiction.

These aspects suggest that while the collection may not satisfy all tastes, particularly for modern
audiences accustomed to rapid, high-intensity crime stories, it remains a valuable and rewarding
read for those interested in character-driven narratives and historically grounded mysteries.

Where to Access the Original Inspector George Gently
Collection

For enthusiasts and new readers interested in exploring the original Inspector George Gently
collection Alan Hunter authored, several options exist. Many of the novels have been reprinted in
paperback and digital formats, often bundled in box sets or collections. Libraries and secondhand
bookstores also frequently carry these works, underscoring their continued availability.

Collectors might seek out first editions or vintage copies, which have become sought-after items due
to Hunter’s enduring reputation. Digital platforms such as Amazon Kindle, Google Books, and
various audiobook providers offer convenient access, facilitating renewed interest and discovery
among contemporary audiences.

The availability of the original collection alongside its televised counterpart allows for a rich
comparative experience, enabling a deeper appreciation of Alan Hunter’s contribution to detective
fiction.

Exploring the original Inspector George Gently collection Alan Hunter created reveals much about
the evolution of British crime literature and the enduring appeal of a detective who operates not just
with intellect but with a keen sense of humanity. Hunter’s work remains a touchstone for those
seeking mysteries that engage with social realities as much as with the puzzles at their core.

The Original Inspector George Gently Collection Alan Hunter

  the original inspector george gently collection alan hunter: The Original Inspector
George Gently Collection Alan Hunter, 2013-05-02 This first volume of the Inspector George
Gently Collection comprises the original two novels that established Gently as one of Scotland Yard's
fictional finest. These are the stories on which the hit BBC TV series was based, written with a
charm that conveys Alan Hunter's love of the East Anglian setting and demonstrating his expert use
of dialogue to keep the plot moving along at a cracking pace. The first of Gently's cases, Gently Does
It, has him enduring the holiday from hell when he is caught up in a mysterious murder and locks
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horns with the local police over their handling of the affair. In the second book, Gently By The Shore,
other people's holidays are disturbed when Gently is called in to investigate the discovery of a body
on a pleasure beach.
  the original inspector george gently collection alan hunter: Gently Where She Lay Alan
Hunter, 2013-11-21 There was no sign of a struggle, no wounds or bruises. To Gently, it looked like
Vivienne had simply lain down and died, yet he knew she had been murdered. The Chief Inspector
George Gently Case Files Alan Hunter The unflappable Inspector George Gently has become a
household name through the hit BBC TV series starring Martin Shaw. These are the original books
on which the TV series was based, although the George Gently in Alan Hunter's whodunits is
somewhat different to his TV counterpart. He is more calculating, more analytical, and his
investigations are even more enthralling.
  the original inspector george gently collection alan hunter: George Gently Omnibus
(Books 1-4) Alan Hunter, 2012-05-17 Discover the first four titles in the George Gently series at an
unmissable price _______________ GENTLY DOES IT The last thing you need when you're on holiday is
to become involved in a murder. For George Gently, it is a case of business as usual. The Chief
Inspector's quiet Easter break in Norchester is rudely interrupted when a local timber merchant is
found dead. His son, with whom he had been seen arguing, immediately becomes the prime suspect,
although Gently is far from convinced of his guilt. Norchester City Police gratefully accept Gently's
offer to help investigate the murder, but he soon clashes with Inspector Hansom, the officer in
charge of the case. Locking horns with the local law is a distraction Gently can do without when he's
on the trail of a killer. _______________ GENTLY BY THE SHORE In a British seaside holiday resort at
the height of the season, you would expect to find a promenade and a pier, maybe some donkeys.
You would not expect to find a naked corpse, punctured with stab wounds, lying on the sand. Chief
Inspector George Gently is called in to investigate the disturbing murder. The case has to be
wrapped up quickly to calm the nerves of concerned holidaymakers. No one wants to think that
there is a maniac on the loose in the town but with no clothes or identifying marks on the body,
Gently has a tough time establishing who the victim is, let alone finding the killer. In the meantime,
who knows where or when the murderer might strike again? _______________ GENTLY DOWN THE
STREAM Time spent messing about on the river isn't supposed to end with a brutal murder. The
staff at Stoley's Boatyard were used to holidaymakers returning their pleasure cruisers a little late
after a week or so exploring the network of waterways around Norchester. They were not used to
finding their yachts burned almost beyond recognition with the charred remains of a client still
aboard.Taking on the murder investigation, Chief Inspector George Gently faces an enquiry like no
other. Somewhere beneath the lies of the victim's wife, somewhere obscured by the brittle edge of
her daughter's fear, somewhere hidden by her son's hysteria, lies the truth. Gently's only hope is to
sweep aside the litter of chaos and confusion to uncover the identity of the killer. _______________
LANDED GENTLY: Having been invited to spend Christmas in the country, fishing for pike, Gently
finds himself hunting a completely different predator when a guest at Merely Hall, a nearby stately
home, is found dead at the foot of the grand staircase on Christmas morning. At first the tragedy is
assumed to be a simple accident, but Gently is not one to jump to conclusions and is soon in no
doubt whatsoever that this was murder. Merely produces the finest tapestries in England but the
threads that Gently must unravel in his investigation are more complex than any weaver's design,
with everyone from the lord of the manor to his most lowly servant falling under suspicion. Find out
why readers LOVE the George Gently series 'Very descriptive . . . great fun to read' 'Witty,
well-plotted, and thoroughly enjoyable' 'Charming whodunnit'
  the original inspector george gently collection alan hunter: Vulgar Tongues Max
Décharné, 2016-11-03 Slang is the language of pop culture, low culture, street culture, underground
movements and secret societies; depending on your point of view, it is a badge of honour, a sign of
identity or a dangerous assault on the values of polite society. Over several centuries and across
international borders, VULGAR TONGUES is the story of how the English language of Shakespeare's
day fragmented and twisted into all kinds of shapes, as people like pickpockets, beggars, sailors,



musicians, gangsters, whores, politicians, gypsies, soldiers, gays and lesbians, policemen, rappers,
cockneys, biker gangs and circus folk seized the King's or Queen's English by the throat and took it
to places it would probably regret in the morning.
  the original inspector george gently collection alan hunter: Selling Rights Lynette Owen,
2024-07-08 Now in its ninth edition, Selling Rights has firmly established itself as the leading guide
to all aspects of rights sales and co-publications throughout the world. Covering the full range of
potential rights, from English-language territorial rights through to serial rights, permissions, rights
for the reading-impaired, translation rights, dramatization and documentary rights, electronic and
multimedia rights, this book constitutes a comprehensive introduction and companion to the topic.
Besides individual types of rights, topics covered also include book fairs, Open Access, the ongoing
impact of new electronic hardware, and the rights implications of acquisitions, mergers, and
disposals. This fully updated edition includes: • New IP legislation and proposed legislation in the
UK and the USA, including changes regarding TDM and the post-Brexit implications of EU directives
and exhaustion of rights. • The implications of artificial intelligence (AI) for author contracts and
licensing contracts. • The impact of the pandemic and its aftermath on the promotion and sale of
rights. • Coverage of censorship in countries around the world, especially in relation to LGBTQI+
content, as well as political situations which have impacted on rights trading. • The impact of
streaming services on opportunities for licensing television and film rights. • Major revisions to the
chapters on audio and video recording rights, the internet and publishing, and electronic publishing
and digital licensing. Selling Rights is an essential reference tool and an accessible and illuminating
guide to current and future issues for rights professionals and students of publishing.
  the original inspector george gently collection alan hunter: There and Back Michael Palin,
2024-09-26 'A social history of Britain spanning four decades, told with unflagging empathy and wit '
Jonathan Coe, Observer THE FOURTH VOLUME OF MICHAEL PALIN'S BESTSELLING DIARIES
There and Back is a new window into the world of Michael Palin, following him as he comes and
goes through the filming of four blockbuster travel documentaries and begins to publish his personal
diaries for the very first time. From TV success to writer's block, Python reunions to lunches with
Alan Bennett, the sadness of losing his good friend George Harrison to the joys of welcoming his first
grandchild, these diaries document a decade of highs, lows and everything in between - all with the
warmth, humour and heart for which Michael is renowned.
  the original inspector george gently collection alan hunter: The Encyclopedia of
Murder and Mystery B. Murphy, 1999-12-09 Bruce Murphy's Encyclopedia of Murder and Mystery
is a comprehensive guide to the genre of the murder mystery that catalogues thousands of items in a
broad range of categories: authors, titles, plots, characters, weapons, methods of killing, movie and
theatrical adaptations. What distinguishes this encyclopedia from the others in the field is its critical
stance.
  the original inspector george gently collection alan hunter: Gently in Trees Alan Hunter,
2013-11-21 This was no suicide, however it looked - too many people wanted Adrian Stoll dead.
From an embarrassment of suspects, Gently had a very tangled tale to unravel. The unflappable
Inspector George Gently has become a household name through the hit BBC TV series starring
Martin Shaw. These are the original books on which the TV series was based, although the George
Gently in Alan Hunter's whodunits is somewhat different to his TV counterpart. He is more
calculating, more analytical, and his investigations are even more enthralling.
  the original inspector george gently collection alan hunter: Tic , 1977
  the original inspector george gently collection alan hunter: The New York Times Book
Review , 1975-04
  the original inspector george gently collection alan hunter: Landed Gently Alan Hunter,
1957-01-01
  the original inspector george gently collection alan hunter: Gently French Alan Hunter,
2013-11-21 She was the most alluring murder suspect he'd ever dealt with, but Gently knew Mimi
Deslauriers was key to the execution of an underworld crime boss, and he was determined to prove



it. The unflappable Inspector George Gently has become a household name through the hit BBC TV
series starring Martin Shaw. These are the original books on which the TV series was based,
although the George Gently in Alan Hunter's whodunits is somewhat different to his TV counterpart.
He is more calculating, more analytical, and his investigations are even more enthralling.
  the original inspector george gently collection alan hunter: The North East of England on
Film and Television James Leggott, 2021-06-28 This book analyses the representation of North-East
England in film and television. It is a response to the way a number of important British films and
programmes—for example, Get Carter (1971), Whatever Happened to the Likely Lads (1973-74), Our
Friends in the North (1996) and Billy Elliot (2000)—have used this particular setting to explore
questions of class, identity and history. It argues for the significance and coherence of a North-East
corpus of film and television through a series of case studies relating to specific eras or types of
representation. These include regional writers working for television in the 1970s, the achievements
of the workshop movement in the 1980s and works produced within the genres of documentary,
crime drama, comedy, period drama and reality television. The book discusses how the communities
and landscapes of the region have been used to explore processes of cultural change, and legacies of
de-industrialisation.
  the original inspector george gently collection alan hunter: Gently with the Painters Alan
Hunter, 1960
  the original inspector george gently collection alan hunter: The Whole Story John E.
Simkin, 1996 This work is the only comprehensive guide to sequels in English, with over 84,000
works by 12,500 authors in 17,000 sequences.
  the original inspector george gently collection alan hunter: Gently Instrumental Alan
Hunter, 2014-03-06 The unflappable Inspector George Gently has become a household name
through the hit BBC TV series starring Martin Shaw. These are the original books on which the TV
series was based, although the George Gently in Alan Hunter's whodunits is somewhat different to
his TV counterpart. He is more calculating, more analytical, and his investigations are even more
enthralling. In this title: Following the death of a young musician, George Gently is assigned to the
case, mainly because his boss is such a fan of the composer, Walter Hozeley. Things look bad for
Hozeley when details emerge of a vicious argument between the composer and the murdered
clarinetist, Terence Virtue, who was also Hozeley’s lover. The other musicians who were present at
the rehearsal where the quarrel took place soon fall under suspicion when Gently begins to realise
that Hozeley may not have been the only one who wanted Virtue dead. As the musicians prepare for
a special performance, Gently’s investigation builds to a crescendo and the killer is set to take his
final bow.
  the original inspector george gently collection alan hunter: Gently with Love Alan
Hunter, 2014-03 The unflappable Inspector George Gently has become a household name through
the hit BBC TV series starring Martin Shaw. These are the original books on which the TV series was
based, although the George Gently in Alan Hunter's whodunits is somewhat different to his TV
counterpart. He is more calculating, more analytical, and his investigations are even more
enthralling. In this title: Gently sets out for the north of Scotland to help clear one of his oldest
friends of a murder charge and reunite him with the woman he loves. A love story founders on the
rocks of the wild coastline of western Scotland when a man falls to his death. Did he fall or was he
pushed? The knife wounds on his body tend to suggest the latter. Although he knows his rank gives
him no status in Scotland, Gently travels north to help out, the prime suspect being a close friend.
Despite the fact that the evidence weighs heavily against him, Gently cannot bring himself to believe
that his friend committed murder, even if the victim was a hated love rival. He must use all of his
skill as a detective to find a way to prove his friend?s innocence. Highland hospitality, however,
doesn?t always extend to cooperating with a murder investigation.
  the original inspector george gently collection alan hunter: British Book News , 1986
  the original inspector george gently collection alan hunter: British Book News British
Council, 1989 Includes no. 53a: British wartime books for young people.



  the original inspector george gently collection alan hunter: Gently Does It Alan Hunter,
2010-09-16 The last thing you need when you're on holiday is to become involved in a murder. For
most people, that would easily qualify as the holiday from hell. For George Gently, it is a case of
business as usual. The Chief Inspector's quiet Easter break in Norchester is rudely interrupted when
a local timber merchant is found dead. His son, with whom he had been seen arguing, immediately
becomes the prime suspect, although Gently is far from convinced of his guilt. Norchester City
Police gratefully accept Gently's offer to help investigate the murder, but he soon clashes with
Inspector Hansom, the officer in charge of the case. Hansom's idea of conclusive evidence appals
Gently almost as much as Gently's thorough, detailed, methodical style of investigation exasperates
Hansom, who considers the murder to be a straightforward affair. Locking horns with the local law
is a distraction Gently can do without when he's on the trail of a killer.
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