ancient albanian sign language

Ancient Albanian Sign Language: Unveiling a Forgotten Communication Tradition

ancient albanian sign language holds a fascinating place in the history of
non-verbal communication. While much attention is given to modern sign
languages like American Sign Language or British Sign Language, the rich
heritage of sign languages in the Balkans, and specifically Albania, is less
known. Exploring ancient Albanian sign language opens a window into the
cultural and social dynamics of the Albanian people from centuries ago,
revealing how communities navigated communication beyond spoken words.

The Origins and Historical Context of Ancient
Albanian Sign Language

Understanding ancient Albanian sign language requires placing it within the
historical and cultural fabric of the region. Albania, situated at a
crossroads of various civilizations, has a history marked by diverse
influences—from Illyrian tribes to Roman and Ottoman empires. This melting
pot of cultures also influenced communication methods.

Unlike formalized spoken Albanian dialects that evolved through centuries,
ancient Albanian sign language appears to have been an informal, community-
based system. It likely developed organically among groups of people who
needed alternative ways to communicate, such as the deaf community, traders,
or shepherds working in remote mountainous areas where verbal communication
was challenging.

Sign Language in a Rural and Mountainous Landscape

The rugged Albanian terrain creates natural barriers that can isolate
communities and make vocal communication difficult over long distances. It is
plausible that gestures and signs became an essential part of daily life,
especially in shepherding communities. These signs could convey warnings,
instructions, or social cues silently but effectively.

This environmental influence mirrors similar developments in other cultures
where sign languages emerged out of necessity. For instance, indigenous sign
languages in North America often arose in communities with multiple spoken
languages or in groups where hearing impairments were common.



Distinctive Features of Ancient Albanian Sign
Language

Although concrete records of ancient Albanian sign language are scarce,
linguistic anthropologists have attempted to reconstruct some of its
characteristics by analyzing oral histories, folk traditions, and the signs
still in use among older generations.

Gesture-Based Communication and Symbolism

One noteworthy aspect is the symbolic nature of hand movements. Many signs
were closely tied to everyday activities—farming, animal husbandry, and
family relationships. Gestures mimicked actions or objects, creating a visual
language that was intuitive and accessible.

For example, a gesture resembling the motion of milking a goat might have
signified the concept of “milk” or “dairy,” while hand formations imitating
weaving could stand for “cloth” or “fabric.” This connection between signs
and the physical world made communication vivid and easy to understand.

Facial Expressions and Body Language

Like any sign language, ancient Albanian sign language didn’t rely solely on
hand signs. Facial expressions and body posture played a crucial role in
conveying tone, emotion, and grammatical context. Raised eyebrows, head
tilts, and eye movements enriched the language, adding layers of meaning
beyond simple gestures.

This interplay between manual signs and facial cues ensured that
communication was nuanced and dynamic, able to express questions,
exclamations, or negations effectively.

The Role of Ancient Albanian Sign Language in
Society
Beyond its practical functions, ancient Albanian sign language also had

social and cultural significance. It was a bridge for inclusion, enabling
people with hearing impairments to participate actively in community life.



Communication Among the Deaf Community

Historical accounts suggest that Albanian communities recognized the needs of
deaf individuals and developed sign systems to accommodate them. While formal
education for the deaf was a relatively recent development in Albania, oral
traditions indicate that families and neighbors used sign language to foster
connection and understanding.

This early accommodation highlights a compassionate social fabric where
communication barriers were met with creative solutions.

Trade and Intergroup Interaction

Another fascinating use of sign language was in trade and interaction between
different linguistic groups. Albania's position as a trade hub in the Balkans
meant that merchants and travelers often came into contact with various
languages and dialects. Sign language could serve as a universal tool to
overcome these barriers, facilitating commerce and social exchange.

Preservation and Modern Recognition of Albanian
Sign Language Traditions

The passage of time and modernization have threatened the survival of ancient
Albanian sign language traditions. However, increased interest in linguistic
diversity and cultural heritage has sparked efforts to document and revive
these practices.

Challenges in Documentation

One of the biggest hurdles in studying ancient Albanian sign language is the
lack of written records. Unlike spoken languages, sign languages are
primarily visual and were traditionally passed down orally or through
demonstration. This makes reconstructing ancient forms difficult, especially
when modern Albanian Sign Language has evolved separately.

Researchers rely on ethnographic studies, interviews with elders, and
comparison with neighboring sign languages to glean insights. These methods
require sensitivity and collaboration with local communities to ensure
authenticity.



Contemporary Albanian Sign Language and Its Roots

Modern Albanian Sign Language (AlbSL) is officially recognized and used
today, especially in educational settings for the deaf. While AlbSL is a
distinct language influenced by international sign systems, some scholars
believe it retains elements from ancient sign practices.

Understanding this connection enriches the appreciation of AlbSL's cultural
depth and reminds us that sign language in Albania is not merely a modern
invention but part of a long-standing tradition.

Why Ancient Albanian Sign Language Matters
Today

Exploring ancient Albanian sign language is more than an academic exercise;
it has real implications for cultural identity, inclusivity, and linguistic
diversity.

e Cultural Heritage: It preserves a unique aspect of Albanian history,
highlighting the ingenuity of communities in overcoming communication
challenges.

e Inclusivity and Accessibility: Recognizing historical sign language
traditions promotes awareness and respect for the deaf community.

e Linguistic Diversity: It contributes to the global understanding of how
languages evolve and adapt in different environments.

For language enthusiasts, historians, and advocates for the deaf, ancient
Albanian sign language serves as a reminder of humanity’s capacity for
creativity and connection beyond spoken words.

Tips for Learning About Ancient Sign Languages

If you're intrigued by ancient sign languages like the Albanian tradition,
here are some ways to deepen your knowledge:

1. Engage with Local Communities: Speak with elders or cultural historians
who can share oral traditions.

2. Study Ethnographic Research: Read scholarly articles focusing on Balkan
sign languages and rural communication methods.



3. Explore Modern Sign Languages: Learning contemporary Albanian Sign
Language can provide clues to its ancient roots.

4. Participate in Workshops or Cultural Events: Many organizations offer
sessions on traditional communication forms, including gestures and
signs.

Such explorations not only expand linguistic horizons but also foster empathy
and understanding across cultures.

Ancient Albanian sign language, though veiled by the mists of time, remains a
testament to the adaptability and resilience of human communication. Its
legacy continues to inspire a deeper appreciation for the myriad ways people
connect and express themselves beyond spoken language.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is Ancient Albanian Sign Language?

Ancient Albanian Sign Language refers to the historical forms of sign
communication used by deaf communities in Albania before the development of
modern standardized Albanian Sign Language.

Is there documented evidence of Ancient Albanian
Sign Language?

Documentation on Ancient Albanian Sign Language is limited, as historical
records primarily focus on spoken language; however, some ethnographic

studies and oral histories suggest the existence of indigenous sign systems
used by deaf individuals in Albania's past.

How does Ancient Albanian Sign Language differ from
modern Albanian Sign Language?

Ancient Albanian Sign Language likely consisted of localized, informal signs
and gestures, whereas modern Albanian Sign Language is a standardized
language with a formal grammar and vocabulary influenced by international
sign languages.

Why is studying Ancient Albanian Sign Language
important?
Studying Ancient Albanian Sign Language helps preserve cultural heritage,

provides insights into the history of deaf communities in Albania, and
contributes to understanding the evolution of sign languages in the region.



Are there any surviving signs or symbols from
Ancient Albanian Sign Language?

There are very few surviving signs or symbols explicitly attributed to
Ancient Albanian Sign Language, but some traditional gestures and signs used
in rural Albanian communities may have roots in these ancient systems.

How did Ancient Albanian Sign Language influence the
development of the current sign language in Albania?

Ancient Albanian Sign Language likely served as a foundational communication
system among deaf individuals, influencing the vocabulary and signing styles
that contributed to the formation of modern Albanian Sign Language.

Where can researchers find resources on Ancient
Albanian Sign Language?

Researchers can explore archives in Albanian cultural institutions,
ethnographic studies, and oral histories from deaf communities, as well as
collaborate with linguistic experts specializing in sign language history in
the Balkans.

Additional Resources

Ancient Albanian Sign Language: Exploring Its Roots and Significance

Ancient Albanian sign language represents a fascinating yet underexplored
facet of Albania’s cultural and linguistic heritage. While much attention has
been paid globally to modern sign languages, the historical origins and
evolution of sign communication in Albania remain largely undocumented and
shrouded in mystery. Investigating ancient Albanian sign language offers
valuable insights into the ways deaf and hard-of-hearing communities may have
communicated in earlier times, shedding light on the broader historical
context of non-verbal communication in the Balkans.

The study of ancient sign languages often requires piecing together
fragmentary evidence from historical texts, folklore, and community
practices. In the case of Albania, this investigation is complicated by the
scarcity of written records and the predominance of oral traditions. However,
traces of non-verbal communication can be inferred through ethnographic
studies, linguistic comparisons, and historical accounts, all of which
contribute to a better understanding of how deaf Albanians might have
interacted centuries ago.



Historical Context of Sign Language in Albania

The Balkans, with their diverse cultures and turbulent history, have long
been a crossroads of languages and communication methods. Albania, situated
at this intersection, has a complex linguistic landscape that includes
Albanian dialects, Greek, Slavic languages, and Ottoman influences. The
existence of an ancient Albanian sign language is plausible within this
milieu, as sign languages often develop organically within deaf communities
to meet communication needs.

The Challenge of Documenting Ancient Sign Languages

Unlike spoken languages, sign languages rarely leave extensive written
records, especially in ancient times. This presents a significant challenge
for researchers attempting to reconstruct or identify ancient sign languages
in Albania or elsewhere. Often, the only evidence available comes from:

e Historical documents referencing deaf individuals or communities
e Descriptions of gestures or hand signs used in rituals or daily life

e Comparative studies with neighboring sign languages that have better
documentation

In Albania’s case, historical references are sparse. However, some 19th and
early 20th-century ethnographic accounts mention the use of manual signs
among isolated communities, suggesting a rudimentary form of sign
communication may have existed.

Features and Characteristics of Ancient
Albanian Sign Language

While definitive evidence is limited, scholars hypothesize that ancient
Albanian sign language likely exhibited features common to many indigenous
sign systems:

Natural Gestural Origins

Many ancient sign languages emerge naturally within communities of deaf
individuals, often borrowing from or adapting culturally relevant gestures.
For example, hand movements mimicking everyday actions, facial expressions



conveying emotions, and body language signaling social cues might have
constituted the foundation of ancient Albanian sign language.

Regional Variations

Given Albania’s varied geography and dialectical differences, it is
reasonable to assume that sign communication would also have regional
variants. These local sign systems may have differed in vocabulary, syntax,
or usage depending on community size and interaction with neighboring groups.

Integration with Oral and Cultural Practices

Sign languages often intertwine with cultural rituals and oral traditions. In
Albania, where folklore and storytelling are integral, gestures could have
played a complementary role, enhancing narrative expression or serving as
covert communication during social events.

Comparative Insights: Ancient Albanian Sign
Language and Other Balkan Sign Languages

Understanding ancient Albanian sign language becomes clearer when compared
with modern and historical sign languages in the Balkan region. Countries
like Serbia, Greece, and Croatia have documented sign languages with distinct
lexicons and grammatical structures, some influenced by historical contact
and migration.

Shared Lexical Elements

Comparative linguistic studies reveal possible shared signs or similar
gestures across Balkan sign languages, hinting at a common ancestral origin
or mutual borrowing. This is particularly relevant for Albania, where
interaction with neighboring populations was frequent.

Differences in Syntax and Usage

Despite some lexical similarities, Balkan sign languages can vary
significantly in grammar and pragmatics. Such differences might reflect
unique cultural identities and the independent evolution of sign languages in
isolated deaf communities.



Modern Implications and Preservation Efforts

The exploration of ancient Albanian sign language is not merely an academic
exercise but has practical implications for the modern Albanian deaf
community and cultural preservation.

Recognition and Inclusion

Albania’s official recognition of Albanian Sign Language (AlbSL) is a
relatively recent development, focusing mainly on the standardized language
used today. Investigating the ancient roots of sign communication can enrich
the cultural legitimacy and historical depth of AlbSL, fostering greater
pride and identity among users.

Challenges to Preservation

Without written records, preserving knowledge of ancient sign languages
relies on oral histories and community memory, which are vulnerable to loss.
Documenting any surviving signs, gestures, or traditions linked to ancient
practices is essential for cultural heritage conservation.

Educational and Cultural Opportunities

Incorporating historical perspectives on sign language into education and
cultural programming can enhance awareness and respect for deaf history in
Albania. Museums, linguistic institutes, and deaf organizations have roles to
play in researching and promoting this heritage.

The Broader Significance of Ancient Albanian
Sign Language

Beyond its local importance, the study of ancient Albanian sign language
contributes to the global understanding of how human communication evolves in
diverse social and cultural contexts. It challenges assumptions that sign
languages are solely modern inventions and highlights the adaptability and
creativity of human interaction.

Moreover, this investigation underscores the need for interdisciplinary
approaches combining linguistics, anthropology, history, and deaf studies. By
appreciating the nuances of ancient sign languages, scholars and communities
can foster inclusivity and recognition of diverse modes of expression



throughout human history.

In conclusion, ancient Albanian sign language remains a largely untapped
field of study that holds promise for enriching both academic knowledge and
cultural identity. Continued research and dialogue are crucial to uncovering
and honoring the silent voices that have shaped Albania’s communicative
landscape across centuries.
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ancient albanian sign language: Edinburgh Handbook of Evaluative Morphology Nicola
Grandi, 2015-06-03 With examples drawn from over 200 world languages, this ground-breaking
volume presents a state-of-the-art overview of evaluative morphology.

ancient albanian sign language: An Introduction to the Languages of the World Anatole
Lyovin, Brett Kessler, William Ronald Leben, 2017 The only textbook of its kind, An Introduction to
the Languages of the World is designed to introduce beginning linguistics students, who now
typically start their study with little background in languages, to the variety of the languages of the
world.

ancient albanian sign language: The Genesis of Grammar Bernd Heine, Tania Kuteva,
2007-10-05 This book reconstructs what the earliest grammars might have been and shows how they
could have led to the languages of modern humankind. Like other biological phenomena, language
cannot be fully understood without reference to its evolution, whether proven or hypothesized, wrote
Talmy Givon in 2002. As the languages spoken 8,000 years ago were typologically much the same as
they are today and as no direct evidence exists for languages before then, evolutionary linguists are
at a disadvantage compared to their counterparts in biology. Bernd Heine and Tania Kuteva seek to
overcome this obstacle by combining grammaticalization theory, one of the main methods of
historical linguistics, with work in animal communication and human evolution. The questions they
address include: do the modern languages derive from one ancestral language or from more than
one? What was the structure of language like when it first evolved? And how did the properties
associated with modern human languages arise, in particular syntax and the recursive use of
language structures? The authors proceed on the assumption that if language evolution is the result
of language change then the reconstruction of the former can be explored by deploying the
processes involved in the latter. Their measured arguments and crystal-clear exposition will appeal
to all those interested in the evolution of language, from advanced undergraduates to linguists,
cognitive scientists, human biologists, and archaeologists.

ancient albanian sign language: Encyclopedia of Linguistics Philipp Strazny, 2013-02-01
Utilizing a historical and international approach, this valuable two-volume resource makes even the
more complex linguistic issues understandable for the non-specialized reader. Containing over 500
alphabetically arranged entries and an expansive glossary by a team of international scholars, the
Encyclopedia of Linguistics explores the varied perspectives, figures, and methodologies that make
up the field.

ancient albanian sign language: Efficiency and Complexity in Grammars John A. Hawkins,
2004-11-05 This book addresses a question fundamental to any discussion of grammatical theory and
grammatical variation: to what extent can principles of grammar be explained through language
use? John A. Hawkins argues that there is a profound correspondence between performance data
and the fixed conventions of grammars. Preferences and patterns found in the one, he shows, are
reflected in constraints and variation patterns in the other. The theoretical consequences of the
proposed 'performance-grammar correspondence hypothesis' are far-reaching -- for current



https://bmx.fpfootwear.com/archive-th-111/ancient-albanian-sign-language.pdf

grammatical formalisms, for the innateness hypothesis, and for psycholinguistic models of
performance and learning. Drawing on empirical generalizations and insights from language
typology, generative grammar, psycholinguistics, and historical linguistics, Professor Hawkins
demonstrates that the assumption that grammars are immune to performance is false. He presents
detailed empirical case studies and arguments for an alternative theory in which performance has
shaped the conventions of grammars and thus the variation patterns found in the world's languages.
The innateness of language, he argues, resides primarily in the mechanisms human beings have for
processing and learning it. This important book will interest researchers in linguistics (including
typology and universals, syntax, grammatical theory, historical linguistics, functional linguistics, and
corpus linguistics), psycholinguistics (including parsing, production, and acquisition), computational
linguistics (including language-evolution modelling and electronic corpus development); and
cognitive science (including the modeling of the performance-competence relationship, pragmatics,
and relevance theory).

ancient albanian sign language: Wir sind die Deinen Martin Camaj, 2010 Mit dem
Gedenkband Wir sind die Deinen fur Martin Camaj (21.07.1925-12.03.1992), der von 1971 bis 1988
die erste Professur fur Albanologie im deutschsprachigen Raum innehatte, mochten 33 ehemalige
Freunde, Schuler, Kollegen und Kenner seines literarischen und wissenschaftlichen Werkes ein
Zeichen ihrer personlichen und wissenschaftlichen Verbundenheit setzen.Mehr als eine einfache
Widmung an diese zentrale Figur der albanischen Exilliteratur und der albanologischen Forschung
in der zweiten Halfte des letzten Jahrhunderts ist der von Bardhyl Demiraj herausgegebene
Gedenkband bestrebt, den Kenntnisstand in verschiedenen Bereichen der albanologischen
Forschung darzustellen und die Albanologie als komplexe Disziplin zu prasentieren. Dabei werden
denjenigen Fragen besondere Aufmerksamkeit geschenkt, die den Schwerpunkten im Wirkungsfeld
des Schriftstellers und Albanologen Martin Camaj Rechnung tragen, darunter Albanische
Sprachwissenschaft und Literaturwissenschaft und Volks- und Kulturgeschichte. Der Band richtet
sich an alle verwandten Disziplinen sowie an alle Interessenten albanischer und balkanischer
Themenbereiche.

ancient albanian sign language: The Routledge Handbook of Historical Linguistics Claire
Bowern, Bethwyn Evans, 2015-03-24 The Routledge Handbook of Historical Linguistics provides a
survey of the field covering the methods which underpin current work; models of language change;
and the importance of historical linguistics for other subfields of linguistics and other disciplines.
Divided into five sections, the volume encompass a wide range of approaches and addresses issues
in the following areas: historical perspectives methods and models language change interfaces
regional summaries Each of the thirty-two chapters is written by a specialist in the field and
provides: a introduction to the subject; an analysis of the relationship between the diachronic and
synchronic study of the topic; an overview of the main current and critical trends; and examples
from primary data. The Routledge Handbook of Historical Linguistics is essential reading for
researchers and postgraduate students working in this area. Chapter 28 of this book is freely
available as a downloadable Open Access PDF under a Creative Commons Attribution-Non
Commercial-No Derivatives 3.0 license.
https://www.routledgehandbooks.com/do0i/10.4324/9781315794013.ch28

ancient albanian sign language: Papers from the 7th International Conference on Historical
Linguistics Anna Giacalone Ramat, Onofrio Carruba, Giuliano Bernini, 1987-01-01 These papers,
deriving from the 7th International Conference on Historical Linguistics (ICHL) in Pavia in 1984,
provide an overview of the current status of research in this field. They clearly show that new issues
are emerging in the theory of linguistic change which tend to incorporate non-autonomous principles
like naturalness in phonetic processes, the influence of socio-cultural settings and discourse
pragmatics.

ancient albanian sign language: New Perspectives on Late Antiquity in the Eastern
Roman Empire Ana de Francisco Heredero, Susana Torres Prieto, 2014-10-16 The present volume
presents some of the latest research trends in the study of Late Antiquity in the Eastern Roman



Empire from a multi-disciplinary perspective, encompassing not only social, economic and political
history, but also philology, philosophy and legal history. The volume focuses on the interaction
between the periphery and the core of the Eastern Empire, and the relations between Eastern
Romans and Barbarians in various geographic areas, during the approximate millennium that
elapsed between the Fall of Rome and the Fall of Constantinople, paying special attention to the
earliest period. By introducing the reader to some innovative and ground-breaking recent theories,
the contributors to the present volume, an attractive combination of leading scholars in their
respective fields and promising young researchers, offer a fresh and thought-provoking examination
of Byzantium during Late Antiquity and beyond.

ancient albanian sign language: The Modern Greek Language in Its Relation to Ancient
Greek Martin Geldart, 1870

ancient albanian sign language: Language, Cognition, and Deafness Michael Rodda, Carl
Grove, 2013-08-21 First published in 1987. This book is intended as an introduction to the field of
communication and deafness, with particular reference to cognition and the various forms of
language used by hearing impaired people. It is aimed at an audience comprising teachers and
student teachers of the deaf, speech pathologists and students of speech pathology, social workers
and students of social work, psychologists and students of psychology and, to some extent, the
parents of deaf children and deaf people themselves. It attempts to provide a concise summary of
the topic and, indeed, as well as being for the audience just described, it will be useful to anyone
with an interest in the psychological, sociological, and linguistic ramifications of hearing loss.

ancient albanian sign language: Classification of instructional programs 2000 edition ,

ancient albanian sign language: Automated Data Systems Manual, Standard
Installation/Division Personnel System - United States Army Reserve: attachment 4. Data reference
guide , 1985

ancient albanian sign language: A layman’s guide to mental health Ayan Sharma, This book is
an effort to spread awareness of mental health disorders. The scope of this book is to provide you
with essential information on the diagnosis and treatment of mental illnesses. It book will equip you
with crucial knowledge and enable you to help yourself and others where needed. Readers will be
informed about some very prominent and frequently asked questions about mental health, and they
will be able to establish a relationship between mental health and physical health.

ancient albanian sign language: Language Files Anouschka Bergmann, Kathleen Currie
Hall, Sharon Miriam Ross, 2007

ancient albanian sign language: Automated Data Systems Manual, Standard
Installation/Division Personnel System - United States Army Reserve , 1985

ancient albanian sign language: The Oxford Handbook of Grammaticalization Heiko
Narrog, Bernd Heine, 2011-10-13 This book presents a critical assessment of research on
grammaticalization, a central element in the process by which grammars are created. Leading
scholars discuss its core theoretical and methodological bases, report on work in the field, and point
to directions for new research. They represent every relevant theoretical perspective and approach.

ancient albanian sign language: Wenn Sprachen sterben Nicholas Evans, 2014-05-26 In den
nachsten hundert Jahren wird die Halfte der rund 6000 Sprachen, die es noch auf der Welt gibt,
verschwinden. Die meisten davon werden untergehen, ohne vorher dokumentiert zu werden. Noch
enthalt jede von ihnen das Denken, Wissen und die Kultur derer, die sie sprechen. Dieses Buch
beleuchtet die Konsequenzen fur unser gemeinsames intellektuelles und geistiges Erbe. Nicholas
Evans fragt nach dem Verlust, den dieser massive Sprachentod fur die Menschheit bedeutet, und
findet bei der Suche nach der Antwort eine ganze Reihe von Themen, die hochstes Interesse
verdienen: Wieso gibt es uberhaupt so viele Sprachen auf der Welt? Ware eine nicht genug? Was
wissen wir iiber den Zusammenhang von Denken und Sprechen? Denkt man in unterschiedlichen
Sprachen unterschiedlich? Kann die Varietat der Sprachen Auskunft iiber die Welt und die
Geschichte geben? Wie lassen sich bedrohte Sprachen, die es noch nicht in die Schriftlichkeit
geschafft haben, vor ihrem Tod dokumentieren, und warum sollte man das tun? Konnen kleine




Sprachen es ermoglichen, alte Schriften zu entziffern? Evans ist einer der weltweit prominentesten
Sprachwissenschaftler. Sein Buch lebt vom Reichtum an Beispielen, die er vor Ort prasentiert - von
Australien, Asien und Afrika bis Amerika und Europa. Es vermittelt faszinierende Einsichten in das,
was Sprachen eigentlich sind.

ancient albanian sign language: Federal Personnel Manual , 1988

ancient albanian sign language: CALL and professionalisation: short papers from
EUROCALL 2021 Naouel Zoghlami, Cédric Brudermann, Cédric Sarré, Muriel Grosbois, Linda
Bradley, Sylvie Thouesny, 2021-12-13 The 2021 EUROCALL conference engaged just under 250
speakers from 40 different countries. Cnam Paris and Sorbonne Université joined forces to host and
organise the event despite the challenging context due to the Covid-19 pandemic. Originally
programmed to be held on site in the heart of Paris, France, the EUROCALL organising team and
executive committee agreed to opt for a blended and then for a fully online conference. The theme of
the 2021 EUROCALL conference was “CALL & Professionalisation”. This volume, a selection of 54
short papers by some of the EUROCALL 2021 presenters, offers a combination of research studies as
well as practical examples fairly representative of the theme of the conference.
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