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Piano and Vocal Sheet Music: Unlocking the Beauty of Music Performance

piano and vocal sheet music serves as an essential bridge between composers’ creative
visions and musicians’ performances. Whether you are a budding singer preparing for your
next recital or a pianist seeking to accompany vocal pieces with finesse, understanding and
using piano and vocal sheet music effectively can transform your musical journey. This
unique form of sheet music combines the melodic lines of vocals with the harmonic and
rhythmic foundation of piano accompaniment, making it an invaluable resource for
performers across genres.

What Is Piano and Vocal Sheet Music?

At its core, piano and vocal sheet music is a type of musical notation that includes two main
components: the vocal melody line—usually with lyrics underneath—and the piano
accompaniment arranged below. Unlike full orchestral scores or purely instrumental sheet
music, this format focuses on delivering both the singer’s part and the pianist’s role in a
single, cohesive document.

This format is particularly popular in musical theater, pop ballads, classical art songs, and
worship music. It allows singers and pianists to practice together or separately, providing all
the information needed to bring the piece to life. Sometimes, chord symbols are also
included above the staff to assist pianists who prefer to improvise or add personal touches
to the accompaniment.

Why Choose Piano and Vocal Sheet Music?

Simplifying Collaborative Performances

One of the biggest advantages of piano and vocal sheet music is that it simplifies
collaboration between vocalists and pianists. Instead of juggling separate parts, performers
can work from the same page, ensuring better timing and interpretation alignment. This is
especially useful for rehearsals or auditions, where time is often limited.

Ideal for Practice and Learning

For vocalists, having the piano accompaniment right alongside the melody makes it easier
to learn pitch, rhythm, and phrasing. Piano and vocal sheet music often includes lyrics,
which helps singers internalize the song’s meaning and emotional context. For pianists,
seeing the vocal line enhances their ability to support the singer appropriately, adjusting



dynamics and tempo as needed.

Accessibility and Versatility

This type of sheet music caters to a wide range of skill levels. Whether you’re looking for
simplified arrangements for beginners or complex, virtuosic accompaniments for advanced
players, piano and vocal sheet music collections cover it all. From famous show tunes and
pop hits to classical lieder and hymns, the diversity of available repertoire is vast.

Understanding the Components of Piano and
Vocal Sheet Music

To truly appreciate and utilize piano and vocal sheet music, it’s helpful to understand its
main elements:

Vocal Line: This is usually written in the treble clef and includes the melody along
with the lyrics directly below each note, helping singers with timing and diction.

Piano Accompaniment: Positioned below the vocal line, typically in grand staff
format (treble and bass clefs), it provides harmonic support, rhythm, and texture.

Chord Symbols: Often placed above the staff, these offer guidance for harmonic
interpretation, useful for pianists who want to improvise or create alternate
accompaniments.

Dynamics and Articulations: Markings like forte, piano, staccato, and legato help
performers understand the intended expression and mood of the piece.

Performance Notes: Some editions include additional tips or explanations from the
arranger or composer, addressing stylistic nuances or technical challenges.

How to Choose the Right Piano and Vocal Sheet
Music

Not all piano and vocal sheet music is created equal, so selecting the right edition is
important for a satisfying musical experience.



Consider Your Skill Level

If you’re a beginner, look for arrangements labeled “easy” or “beginner friendly.” These
versions usually feature simplified piano parts and reduced vocal ranges. Intermediate and
advanced players can explore original keys and more intricate accompaniments that
challenge technique and musicianship.

Check the Key and Vocal Range

Make sure the vocal part suits your voice type—soprano, alto, tenor, bass, or others. The
key of the piece can sometimes be transposed to better fit your range without losing the
essence of the song. Many sheet music platforms offer transposable versions to
accommodate this need.

Look for Authorized and High-Quality Editions

Officially licensed sheet music ensures accuracy and respect for the composer’s intentions.
Some publishers also provide digital editions with interactive features like playback and
annotation, which can be extremely helpful during practice.

Where to Find Piano and Vocal Sheet Music

Thanks to the digital age, access to piano and vocal sheet music has never been easier.
Here are some popular sources:

Online Sheet Music Stores: Websites like Musicnotes, Sheet Music Plus, and JW
Pepper offer extensive catalogs across genres, often with instant download options.

Publisher Websites: Many major publishers like Hal Leonard and Alfred Music
provide direct sales from their official sites.

Digital Apps: Apps such as forScore or Newzik allow musicians to purchase, store,
and annotate sheet music on tablets and smartphones.

Libraries and Music Schools: Don’t overlook traditional resources. Many libraries
and educational institutions maintain collections of piano and vocal scores available
for borrowing or study.

Free Public Domain Repositories: For classical and older works, sites like IMSLP
offer free downloads of scores that are legally public domain.



Tips for Using Piano and Vocal Sheet Music
Effectively

Practice Separately and Together

While the combined sheet music is designed for joint performance, spending time
practicing your individual parts can build confidence and accuracy. Vocalists should focus
on pitch and diction, while pianists concentrate on rhythm and accompaniment style.

Use a Piano or Keyboard for Reference

If you’re a vocalist without piano skills, having access to a keyboard or digital piano can be
invaluable. It allows you to hear the accompaniment and helps with pitch matching,
especially in the early learning stages.

Annotate Your Music

Don’t hesitate to write notes on your sheet music. Mark tricky rhythms, dynamic changes,
or interpretive ideas. Personalized annotations make rehearsals smoother and
performances more expressive.

Listen to Recordings

Supplement your study with professional recordings of the piece. Hearing how established
artists interpret the music can inspire your own rendition and clarify stylistic elements that
might not be obvious from the sheet music alone.

Exploring Different Genres Through Piano and
Vocal Sheet Music

One of the joys of piano and vocal sheet music is the diversity it offers. Here’s a glimpse
into how this format adapts across styles:

Musical Theater: Songs from Broadway and West End productions often come
arranged as piano and vocal scores, ideal for auditions and rehearsals.

Pop and Contemporary: Popular songs frequently have piano and vocal versions
that feature chord symbols, allowing flexibility in performance.



Classical Art Songs: Composers like Schubert and Brahms wrote lieder that are
traditionally performed with piano accompaniment and vocal line, emphasizing
emotional storytelling.

Worship and Gospel: Many hymnals and contemporary Christian songs are
arranged for piano and voice to encourage congregational singing and solo
performances.

Engaging with different genres through piano and vocal sheet music broadens musical
horizons and improves versatility for both singers and pianists.

The Future of Piano and Vocal Sheet Music

Technology continues to shape how musicians access and interact with sheet music.
Interactive scores with built-in playback, adjustable tempos, and digital annotations are
becoming standard. Virtual piano accompaniment apps can now simulate ensemble
settings, providing singers with richer practice experiences even when alone.

Moreover, AI-driven tools are beginning to assist in generating custom arrangements
tailored to individual skill levels and preferences. This means piano and vocal sheet music
will become even more personalized and accessible, encouraging more people to explore
their musical passions.

Whether you’re performing on stage, practicing at home, or teaching others, piano and
vocal sheet music remains a timeless gateway to the expressive world of music. By
blending melody and harmony in one place, it invites collaboration, creativity, and deeper
musical understanding.

Frequently Asked Questions

Where can I find free piano and vocal sheet music
online?
You can find free piano and vocal sheet music on websites like IMSLP, 8notes, MuseScore,
and MusicNotes offers some free selections as well.

What is the best format for printing piano and vocal
sheet music?
PDF format is the best for printing piano and vocal sheet music because it preserves the
layout and formatting across different devices and printers.



How do I choose the right piano and vocal sheet music
for my skill level?
Look for sheet music labeled with skill levels such as beginner, intermediate, or advanced.
Also, check the number of sharps/flats and note complexity to match your proficiency.

Are there digital tools to help me learn piano and vocal
sheet music?
Yes, apps like Simply Piano, Flowkey, and Yousician include interactive sheet music and
tutorials for piano and vocal practice.

Can I transpose piano and vocal sheet music to a
different key easily?
Yes, many digital sheet music programs like MuseScore or Finale allow you to transpose
music to different keys with a few clicks to better suit your vocal range.

What are some popular songs available as piano and
vocal sheet music?
Popular songs like "Someone Like You" by Adele, "Shallow" from A Star Is Born, and classic
hits like "Let It Be" by The Beatles are widely available in piano and vocal sheet music
format.

How accurate are the piano and vocal sheet music
versions found online?
Accuracy varies; official licensed sheet music and arrangements by reputable publishers
are reliable, while user-uploaded versions might contain errors or simplifications.

Is it legal to download and use piano and vocal sheet
music from the internet?
Downloading sheet music from authorized sources or public domain websites is legal. Avoid
unauthorized sharing sites to respect copyright laws and support artists.

Additional Resources
Piano and Vocal Sheet Music: A Comprehensive Exploration of Its Role and Evolution

piano and vocal sheet music remains an essential resource for musicians, educators,
and enthusiasts seeking to bridge the gap between instrumental performance and vocal
expression. This specialized form of notation captures both the melodic lines sung by
vocalists and the harmonic and rhythmic accompaniment provided by the piano. Its
significance spans classical compositions, contemporary popular music, musical theatre,



and beyond, making it a versatile and indispensable tool in the music world.

The landscape of piano and vocal sheet music has evolved dramatically over the past
century, influenced by technological advances, changes in music consumption, and shifts in
pedagogical approaches. Today, understanding the nuances of this sheet music format, its
accessibility, and its practical applications is crucial for performers and learners aiming to
achieve a high level of musicality and performance authenticity.

The Role and Importance of Piano and Vocal
Sheet Music

Piano and vocal sheet music serves multiple purposes. Primarily, it provides a
comprehensive framework for musicians to interpret a song accurately, offering not just
melodies and lyrics but detailed piano accompaniments that reflect the composer's
intended harmonic structure and mood. This dual notation allows vocalists to practice
independently or in ensemble settings, with the piano part acting as a supportive
backbone.

From a pedagogical perspective, piano and vocal arrangements are invaluable. Voice
teachers often rely on these scores to teach phrasing, dynamics, and breathing techniques,
while pianists use the accompanying parts to develop sight-reading skills and
accompaniment proficiency. The format also aids in ear training, enabling musicians to
internalize the interplay between vocal melodies and harmonic progressions.

Moreover, piano and vocal sheet music is a staple in rehearsal rooms, auditions, and
performances. Its portability and clarity make it suitable for quick referencing and
adaptation, whether one is preparing a classical aria, a jazz standard, or a contemporary
pop hit.

Formats and Availability

The availability of piano and vocal sheet music has expanded significantly with digital
platforms. Traditionally, printed anthologies and individual songbooks dominated the
market, often published by major music houses such as Hal Leonard, Alfred Music, and
Musicnotes. These editions were curated with varying levels of difficulty, catering to
beginners through advanced musicians.

In recent years, digital sheet music stores and subscription services have revolutionized
access. Musicians can now download or stream high-quality arrangements instantly, often
with interactive features such as transposition tools and playback options. This immediacy
has broadened the appeal and practicality of piano and vocal sheet music, enabling real-
time adjustments to suit vocal ranges or skill levels.

Nevertheless, print versions maintain their appeal for many due to tactile preferences and
ease of annotation. Physical copies also tend to offer higher fidelity in terms of layout and
readability, factors that are crucial during live performances.



Analyzing the Components of Piano and Vocal
Sheet Music

A standard piano and vocal score typically includes several integrated elements:

Vocal Staff: The melody line is notated here, often accompanied by lyrics placed
directly beneath the notes to facilitate singing.

Piano Accompaniment: This consists of two staves for the pianist, representing the
right and left hands. The accompaniment may range from simple chordal patterns to
intricate counterpoint and rhythmic variations.

Dynamic Markings and Articulations: These instructions guide expressive
elements such as volume, tempo changes, and phrasing nuances.

Chord Symbols and Roman Numerals: Frequently included above the staff, these
assist pianists with improvisation or provide harmonic context.

Understanding how these components interact is vital for interpreting a piece authentically.
For example, a well-crafted vocal line paired with an elaborate piano accompaniment can
convey complex emotions and textures that neither could achieve alone.

Challenges and Considerations for Musicians

Despite its utility, piano and vocal sheet music presents certain challenges. Arrangements
may vary widely in difficulty, and selecting the appropriate version requires careful
consideration of the performer’s skill level. Overly simplified accompaniments can diminish
the musical richness, while complex scores might overwhelm beginners.

Another consideration is the accuracy and faithfulness of arrangements. Commercially
published sheet music sometimes includes adaptations that depart from original recordings
to suit the piano-vocal format or to accommodate amateur performers. Musicians aiming
for precise replication must seek editions labeled as "authentic" or consult original
orchestral scores.

Additionally, vocalists need to be mindful of the key signature provided. Many editions offer
transposed versions to better fit different vocal ranges, but it is essential to ensure that
both the piano and vocal parts are aligned to avoid performance mishaps.

Comparing Piano and Vocal Sheet Music to Other



Formats

When compared to full orchestral scores or lead sheets, piano and vocal sheet music
occupies a middle ground in terms of detail and usability. Full scores provide exhaustive
instrumentation but require advanced reading skills and are less practical for everyday use
by singers and pianists. Lead sheets, conversely, offer melody lines with chord symbols but
lack detailed piano accompaniments, which can be limiting for those seeking a complete
musical experience.

This balance makes piano and vocal sheet music uniquely suited for both practice and
performance, particularly in settings where full orchestras or bands are impractical. It also
fosters collaborative musicianship, as the pianist can adapt accompaniment styles while
supporting the vocalist dynamically.

Impact of Technology on Piano and Vocal Sheet Music

Technological innovations have markedly influenced how piano and vocal sheet music is
created, distributed, and utilized. Digital notation software such as Finale, Sibelius, and
Dorico has streamlined the composition and arrangement process, allowing composers and
arrangers to produce high-quality scores rapidly.

Furthermore, interactive apps and e-readers designed for musicians have simplified the
page-turning process, a significant advantage during live performances. Features like
annotation, tempo adjustment, and looping sections enhance practice efficiency and
personalization.

The rise of online communities and platforms also facilitates sharing and collaboration, with
user-generated arrangements expanding the repertoire beyond commercially published
works. However, this democratization raises concerns about copyright compliance and the
quality control of unofficial scores.

The Future of Piano and Vocal Sheet Music

Looking ahead, piano and vocal sheet music is poised to integrate deeper with emerging
technologies such as augmented reality (AR) and artificial intelligence (AI). These
advancements could offer immersive learning experiences, real-time feedback on pitch and
rhythm, and adaptive accompaniments tailored to the performer’s progress.

Additionally, as global musical styles continue to blend, we can anticipate a broader
diversity of piano and vocal arrangements reflecting multicultural influences. This evolution
promises to enrich the repertoire and expand the accessibility of music education
worldwide.

In essence, piano and vocal sheet music remains a dynamic and evolving element of the
musical ecosystem. Its capacity to encapsulate the synergy between voice and piano
ensures it will continue to be a foundational resource for musicians across genres and



generations.

Piano And Vocal Sheet Music

  piano and vocal sheet music: Style Sheet Music Taylor Swift, 2015-02-01 (Piano Vocal). This
sheet music features an arrangement for piano and voice with guitar chord frames, with the melody
presented in the right hand of the piano part as well as in the vocal line.
  piano and vocal sheet music: Home Sheet Music Phillip Phillips, 2012-06-01 (Piano Vocal).
This sheet music features an arrangement for piano and voice with guitar chord frames, with the
melody presented in the right hand of the piano part, as well as in the vocal line.
  piano and vocal sheet music: New Year's Day Sheet Music Taylor Swift, 2020-01-30 (Piano
Vocal). This sheet music features an arrangement for piano and voice with guitar chord frames, with
the melody presented in the right hand of the piano part as well as in the vocal line.
  piano and vocal sheet music: Complete Catalogue of Sheet Music and Musical Works
published by the Board of Music Trade, etc Board of Music Trade (UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA), 1870
  piano and vocal sheet music: The Sound of Music Sheet Music , 1981-01-01 (Piano Vocal).
This sheet music features an arrangement for piano and voice with guitar chord frames, with the
melody presented in the right hand of the piano part as well as in the vocal line.
  piano and vocal sheet music: The Music Sound Nicolae Sfetcu, 2014-05-07 A guide for
music: compositions, events, forms, genres, groups, history, industry, instruments, language, live
music, musicians, songs, musicology, techniques, terminology , theory, music video. Music is a
human activity which involves structured and audible sounds, which is used for artistic or aesthetic,
entertainment, or ceremonial purposes. The traditional or classical European aspects of music often
listed are those elements given primacy in European-influenced classical music: melody, harmony,
rhythm, tone color/timbre, and form. A more comprehensive list is given by stating the aspects of
sound: pitch, timbre, loudness, and duration. Common terms used to discuss particular pieces
include melody, which is a succession of notes heard as some sort of unit; chord, which is a
simultaneity of notes heard as some sort of unit; chord progression, which is a succession of chords
(simultaneity succession); harmony, which is the relationship between two or more pitches;
counterpoint, which is the simultaneity and organization of different melodies; and rhythm, which is
the organization of the durational aspects of music.
  piano and vocal sheet music: A Whole New World Sheet Music Peabo Bryson, Regina
Belle, 1993-03-01 (Piano Vocal). This sheet music features an arrangement for piano and voice with
guitar chord frames, with the melody presented in the right hand of the piano part, as well as in the
vocal line.
  piano and vocal sheet music: Lean On Sheet Music DJ Snake, Major Lazer, 2015-08-01
(Piano Vocal). This sheet music features an arrangement for piano and voice with guitar chord
frames, with the melody presented in the right hand of the piano part as well as in the vocal line.
  piano and vocal sheet music: The Book of World-famous Music James J. Fuld, 2000-01-01
Well-researched compilation of music information, analyzes nearly 1,000 of the world's most familiar
melodies -- composers, lyricists, copyright date, first lines of music, lyrics, and other data. Includes
30 black-and-white illustrations.
  piano and vocal sheet music: Listen to Your Heart Sheet Music DHT, 2005-10-01 (Piano
Vocal). This sheet music features an arrangement for piano and voice with guitar chord frames, with
the melody presented in the right hand of the piano part, as well as in the vocal line.
  piano and vocal sheet music: Without Me Sheet Music Halsey, 2019-02-01 (Piano Vocal). This
sheet music features an arrangement for piano and voice with guitar chord frames, with the melody
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presented in the right hand of the piano part as well as in the vocal line.
  piano and vocal sheet music: Somewhere Only We Know Sheet Music Keane, 2005-03-01
(Piano Vocal). This sheet music features an arrangement for piano and voice with guitar chord
frames, with the melody presented in the right hand of the piano part, as well as in the vocal line.
  piano and vocal sheet music: Folio , 1878
  piano and vocal sheet music: The Right Way to Sing Linda Marquart, 2005-04-01 Everyone
from budding professional to church choir soloist will be drawn to this step—by—step program that
promises to teach people to sing like pros. This easy—to—use book starts with common singing
terms, moves on to the importance of range and resonance, and continues with solid instruction on
training the voice. A special chapter on vocal technique enriches the text, and the book's vocal
exercises and tips for sight reading, learning music, and recognizing different musical forms all add
value. Information about further study and finding a singing teacher, and answers to frequently
asked questions, round out this useful text.
  piano and vocal sheet music: Lady in the Dark Bruce D. Mcclung, 2009-02-16 When Lady in
the Dark opened on January 23, 1941, its many firsts immediately distinguished it as a new and
unusual work. The curious directive to playwright Moss Hart to complete a play about
psychoanalysis came from his own Freudian psychiatrist. For the first time since his brother
George's death, Ira Gershwin returned to writing lyrics for the theater. And for émigré composer
Kurt Weill, it was a crack at an opulent first-class production. Together Hart, Gershwin, and Weill
(with a little help from the psychiatrist) produced one of the most innovative works in Broadway
history. With a company of 101 and an astronomical budget, Lady in the Dark launched the career of
a young nightclub performer named Danny Kaye and starred Gertrude Lawrence in the greatest
triumph of her career. With standees at many performances, Lady in the Dark helped establish the
practice of advance ticket sales on the Great White Way, while Paramount Pictures' bid for the film
rights broke all records. New York Times drama critic Brooks Atkinson hailed the production as
splendid, anointed Kurt Weill 'the best writer of theatre music in the country,' and worshiped
Gertrude Lawrence as a goddess. Though Lady in the Dark was a smash-hit, it has never enjoyed a
Broadway revival, and a certain mystique has grown up around its legendary original production. In
this ground-breaking biography, bruce mcclung pieces together the musical's life story from
sketches and drafts, production scripts, correspondence, photographs, costume and set designs, and
thousands of clippings from the star's personal scrapbooks. He has interviewed eleven members of
the original company to provide a one-of-a-kind glimpse into the backstage story. The result is a
virtual ticket to opening night, the saga of how this musical play came to be, and the string of events
that saved the experimental show at every turn. Although America was turned upside down by Pearl
Harbor after the production was on the boards, Lady in the Dark played an important role for the
war effort and rang up 777 performances in 12 cities. In what may be the most illuminating study of
a single Broadway musical, this biography brings Lady in the Dark back to the spotlight and puts
readers in the front row.
  piano and vocal sheet music: A Dictionary for the Modern Singer Matthew Hoch, 2014-04-28
Titles in the Dictionaries for the Modern Musician series offer both the novice and the advanced
artist key information designed to convey the field of study and performance for a major instrument
or instrument class, as well as the workings of musicians in areas from conducting to composing.
Each dictionary covers topics from instrument parts to technique, major works to key figures—a
must-have for any musician’s personal library! A Dictionary for the Modern Singer is an
indispensable guide for students of singing, voice pedagogues, and lovers of the art of singing. In
addition to classical singing, genres, and styles, musical theatre and popular and global styles are
addressed. With an emphasis on contemporary practice, this work includes terms and figures that
influenced modern singing styles. Topics include voice pedagogy, voice science, vocal health, styles,
genres, performers, diction, and other relevant topics. The dictionary will help students to more fully
understand the concepts articulated by their teachers. Matthew Hoch’s book fills a gap in the
singer’s library as the only one-volume general reference geared toward today’s student of singing.



An extensive bibliography is invaluable for students seeking to explore a particular subject in
greater depth. Illustrations and charts further illuminate particular concepts, while appendixes
address stage fright, tips on practicing, repertoire selection, audio technology, and contemporary
commercial music styles. A Dictionary for the Modern Singer will appeal to students of singing at all
levels. For professionals, it will serve as a quick and handy reference guide, useful in the high school
or college library and the home teaching studio alike; students and amateurs will find it accessible
and full of fascinating information about the world of the singing.
  piano and vocal sheet music: Departments of State and Justice, the Judiciary, and
Related Agencies Appropriations for 1957: United States Information Agency United States.
Congress. House. Committee on Appropriations, 1956
  piano and vocal sheet music: Billboard , 1968-11-09 In its 114th year, Billboard remains the
world's premier weekly music publication and a diverse digital, events, brand, content and data
licensing platform. Billboard publishes the most trusted charts and offers unrivaled reporting about
the latest music, video, gaming, media, digital and mobile entertainment issues and trends.
  piano and vocal sheet music: Dwight's Journal of Music , 1875
  piano and vocal sheet music: We'll Have Manhattan Dominic Symonds, 2015-01-28 Richard
Rodgers and Lorenz Hart are one of the defining duos of musical theater, contributing dozens of
classic songs to the Great American Songbook and working together on over 40 shows before Hart's
death. With hit after hit on both Broadway and the West End, they produced many of the celebrated
songs of the '20s and '30s--such as Manhattan, The Lady is a Tramp, and Bewitched--that remain
popular favorites with great cultural resonance today. Yet the early years of these iconic
collaborators have remained largely unexamined. We'll Have Manhattan: The Early Work of Rodgers
& Hart provides unprecedented insight into the first, formative period of Rodgers and Hart's
collaboration. Author Dominic Symonds examines the pair and their work from their first meeting in
1919 to their brief flirtation with Hollywood in the early 1930s as they left the theater to explore
sound film. During this time, their output was prodigious, progressive, and experimental. They
developed their characteristic style and a new approach to musical theater writing that provided the
groundwork for the development of the Broadway musical. Symonds also analyzes the theme of
identity that runs throughout Rodgers and Hart's work, how the business side of the theater affected
their artistic output, and their continued experimentation with a song's dramatic role within a
narrative. We'll Have Manhattan goes beyond a biographical or historical look at Rodgers and Hart's
early years--it's also an accessible but authoritative study of their material. Symonds documents
their early shows and provides deft critical and analytical commentary on their evolving practice and
its influence on the subsequent development of the American musical. Fans of musical theater and
devotees of Rodgers and Hart will find this definitive exploration of their early works to be an
essential addition to their Broadway library.
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