karen armstrong history of god

Karen Armstrong and the History of God: Exploring Faith Through Time

karen armstrong history of god is a captivating journey into the evolution of religious
belief and the concept of divinity throughout human history. Renowned for her insightful
and empathetic approach to religion, Karen Armstrong, a former nun turned scholar and
author, has brought a fresh perspective to the way we understand God, spirituality, and
the sacred texts that have shaped civilizations. Her work invites readers to explore not just
what people have believed about God, but why those beliefs emerged and how they
transformed over millennia.

The Significance of Karen Armstrong’s Approach
to Religious History

Karen Armstrong’s distinctive contribution to religious studies lies in her ability to blend
historical analysis with a profound respect for faith traditions. Rather than approaching
religion as a mere social phenomenon or a set of dogmas to be critiqued, Armstrong seeks
to uncover the deeper human quest for meaning behind religious narratives. This
empathetic lens makes her work especially valuable for readers from diverse backgrounds
who want to understand the complexity of faith without bias.

Her book, often referred to as *A History of God¥*, is not just a chronology of theological
developments but a rich tapestry of the spiritual evolution across Judaism, Christianity,
and Islam, as well as other religious traditions. Through this lens, Armstrong illuminates
how the concept of God has been shaped by historical events, cultural shifts, and
philosophical developments.

Unpacking the Evolution of God in Human History

One of the most fascinating aspects of the *history of God* as presented by Karen
Armstrong is the way the divine has been understood differently across time and cultures.
Early human societies often conceived of many gods, each tied to natural forces or tribal
identities, reflecting a polytheistic worldview. Armstrong explains how these early beliefs
formed the foundation for later monotheism, which introduced the idea of a single, all-
powerful God.

From Polytheism to Monotheism

The transition from polytheism to monotheism marks a pivotal moment in religious history.
Karen Armstrong traces this shift primarily through the lens of the Hebrew Bible, where
the Israelites’ belief in one God — Yahweh — sets the stage for Judaism, Christianity, and



Islam. She explores how this monotheistic idea was revolutionary, emphasizing an ethical
God concerned with justice and righteousness, rather than just natural phenomena.

This shift also had profound social implications, influencing laws, community cohesion,
and personal morality. Armstrong’s exploration helps readers appreciate how this concept
of God was not static but evolved with the needs and experiences of people through
history.

The Role of Sacred Texts and Prophets

Central to Karen Armstrong’s history is the role of prophets and sacred scriptures in
shaping humanity’s understanding of God. She highlights how figures like Moses, Jesus,
and Muhammad were not just religious leaders but transformative agents who redefined
humanity’s relationship with the divine. Their teachings, preserved in texts like the Torah,
Bible, and Quran, provided frameworks for worship, ethics, and community life.

Armstrong also delves into the complexities of interpreting these texts, showing how
different historical contexts and cultural influences have led to varied understandings of
God’s nature and will. This nuanced view helps readers see religion as a living tradition
rather than a fixed set of beliefs.

Karen Armstrong’s Insights on the Nature of God
and Spirituality

Beyond historical recounting, Karen Armstrong offers profound reflections on the nature
of God and spirituality itself. She challenges simplistic or literalist views, encouraging a
more metaphorical and mystical understanding of the divine. According to Armstrong, God
can be seen as a symbol of ultimate reality or the ineffable mystery that transcends human
comprehension.

God as Metaphor and Mystery

In *A History of God*, Armstrong suggests that much religious language is symbolic,
designed to express concepts that are ultimately beyond human language. This approach
resonates with mystical traditions found in many religions, where God is less a personified
entity and more an experience of unity, compassion, or transcendence.

This perspective can be liberating for modern readers who struggle with traditional
images of God. It invites a personal, introspective spirituality that values doubt,
questioning, and ongoing search for meaning.



Religious Pluralism and Mutual Understanding

Another key theme in Armstrong’s work is the recognition of religious pluralism — the
idea that multiple faiths offer valid paths to the divine. She advocates for interfaith
dialogue and understanding, arguing that many conflicts attributed to religion stem from
misunderstandings or rigid dogmatism rather than the core teachings of these traditions.

Her emphasis on compassion and empathy as central religious values encourages readers
to approach other faiths with respect and openness, fostering a more peaceful coexistence
in a diverse world.

Why Karen Armstrong’s History of God Matters
Today

In a world where religion often finds itself at the center of political and social tensions,
Karen Armstrong’s *history of God* provides a much-needed perspective. By tracing the
historical roots and transformations of divine concepts, she helps demystify religion and
reveals its human dimensions.

Encouraging Critical yet Compassionate Inquiry

Armstrong’s scholarship encourages readers not to dismiss religion as outdated or
irrational but to engage with it critically and compassionately. Understanding the
historical and cultural contexts behind religious beliefs can reduce prejudice and promote
empathy.

A Resource for Educators and Spiritual Seekers

Her work is widely used in academic settings for courses on religion, history, and
philosophy because it presents complex ideas in accessible language. At the same time,
spiritual seekers find inspiration in her approach, which respects doubt and complexity
rather than demanding certainty.

Exploring Related Themes in Karen Armstrong’s
Work

While *A History of God* is a cornerstone, Armstrong’s broader body of work also explores
themes that enrich our understanding of faith and spirituality.

e The Spiral Staircase: Her memoir about leaving the convent provides personal



insight into the challenges of faith and doubt.

e Buddhism and Compassion: Armstrong has written extensively on compassion as a
universal spiritual value across religions.

e Religion and Violence: She offers nuanced views on how religion can both incite
and prevent violence, emphasizing the importance of context.

These themes complement her history of God by showing how religion continues to evolve
and impact lives today.

Karen Armstrong’s scholarship invites us to see religion not as a source of division but as
a shared human endeavor to connect with something greater than ourselves. Her history
of God enriches our understanding of spirituality’s past and encourages a more inclusive
and compassionate approach to faith in the present.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Karen Armstrong and what is her book 'A
History of God' about?

Karen Armstrong is a British author and former nun known for her writings on religion.
Her book 'A History of God' explores the development and evolution of the concept of God
in the three major monotheistic religions: Judaism, Christianity, and Islam.

What is the main theme of 'A History of God' by Karen
Armstrong?

The main theme of 'A History of God' is the historical evolution of the idea of God,
examining how different cultures and religious traditions have understood and interpreted
the divine over time.

How does Karen Armstrong approach the subject of God
in different religions in her book?

Karen Armstrong uses a historical and scholarly approach, tracing the origins and
transformations of the concept of God in Judaism, Christianity, and Islam, while also
touching upon other religious traditions and philosophical perspectives.

What time periods does 'A History of God' cover?

The book covers a broad timeline from ancient times through the medieval period and into
the modern era, highlighting key developments in the understanding of God across
centuries.



Does Karen Armstrong discuss the differences between
monotheistic and polytheistic views of God in her book?

Yes, Armstrong discusses how monotheism emerged from earlier polytheistic traditions
and how the concept of a single, all-powerful God developed and changed over time.

What are some key insights from 'A History of God'
regarding the nature of God?

One key insight is that the concept of God is not static but has evolved in response to
historical, cultural, and social contexts. Armstrong also emphasizes the mystical and
experiential dimensions of God beyond doctrinal definitions.

How has 'A History of God' been received by scholars
and readers?

The book has been widely acclaimed for its accessible and comprehensive treatment of a
complex subject, praised for promoting interfaith understanding and encouraging a
nuanced view of religion.

Does Karen Armstrong address the impact of modernity
on beliefs about God in her book?

Yes, Armstrong explores how modern science, secularism, and philosophical developments
have challenged and reshaped traditional beliefs about God in contemporary society.

Can 'A History of God' be useful for someone interested
in interfaith dialogue?

Absolutely. The book provides valuable historical context and promotes empathy by
showing how different faiths have grappled with the idea of God, making it a helpful
resource for interfaith understanding and dialogue.

Additional Resources

Karen Armstrong History of God: A Scholarly Exploration of Divine Evolution

karen armstrong history of god stands as a significant work in the realm of religious
studies, offering a sweeping analysis of the concept of God across the major monotheistic
faiths. Renowned British author and former nun Karen Armstrong delves into the intricate
history of how humanity has envisioned, understood, and related to the divine through
millennia. This work not only maps theological shifts but also contextualizes religious
ideas within broader social, political, and cultural frameworks, making it an indispensable
resource for readers seeking a nuanced understanding of spirituality and divinity.



An Overview of Karen Armstrong’s Approach

Karen Armstrong’s methodology in *History of God* is both interdisciplinary and
empathetic. She approaches the subject without doctrinal bias, instead emphasizing
historical developments and philosophical interpretations. Her background in theology
and experience within religious life equip her with a unique perspective, blending
academic rigor with accessible prose. The book explores Judaism, Christianity, and Islam,
tracing the evolution of the divine concept from ancient polytheistic origins to the present-
day monotheistic paradigms.

One of the core strengths of Armstrong’s narrative is her ability to illustrate how the idea
of God has been far from static. It has undergone transformations influenced by linguistic,
cultural, and political changes. Her analysis challenges readers to see God not merely as a
fixed entity but as a dynamic idea shaped by human experience and historical context.

Tracing the Evolution of God

From Polytheism to Monotheism

The *History of God* meticulously charts the transition from early polytheistic beliefs to
the development of monotheism, highlighting key historical moments such as the
emergence of Yahweh worship in ancient Israel. Armstrong explains how the Israelites’
conception of a singular, all-powerful deity differed fundamentally from earlier gods who
were often regional and anthropomorphic.

This shift to monotheism was not just theological but also sociopolitical. The consolidation
of religious authority paralleled the consolidation of political power, with God’s singularity
reinforcing centralized governance. Armstrong’s detailed examination clarifies how
monotheism presented new challenges in understanding God’s nature, especially
regarding omnipotence, omnipresence, and omniscience.

Philosophical Developments and Mysticism

Armstrong does not limit her scope to historical events; she also explores how
philosophical inquiry shaped conceptions of God. From Greek philosophical influences on
early Christian thought to Islamic scholasticism, the book navigates complex theological
debates about God’s essence and existence.

Mysticism receives particular attention as an alternative mode of experiencing and
understanding the divine. Armstrong portrays mystics as key figures who emphasized
personal, experiential knowledge of God, often transcending rigid doctrinal boundaries.
This inclusion enriches the book’s narrative by demonstrating the diversity within
religious traditions concerning the divine.



Key Themes and Insights

e Divine Transcendence vs. Immanence: Armstrong discusses how different
traditions have grappled with God’s transcendence (being beyond the physical world)
versus immanence (being present within it), revealing tensions that continue to
influence theology.

e God and Suffering: The book addresses the problem of evil and suffering, a
perennial theological challenge, and how various faiths have sought to reconcile it
with belief in a benevolent deity.

e Scriptural Interpretations: Armstrong analyzes how sacred texts have been
interpreted over time, highlighting shifts in hermeneutics and the impact of historical
circumstances on religious authority.

e Interfaith Perspectives: Rather than isolating each religion, Armstrong’s
comparative approach fosters a greater appreciation of shared themes and divergent
paths among Judaism, Christianity, and Islam.

Impact on Contemporary Religious Dialogue

Karen Armstrong’s *History of God* has played a pivotal role in fostering interfaith
understanding and dialogue. By presenting the histories of the three Abrahamic faiths
with fairness and insight, the book encourages readers to transcend simplistic or
adversarial views of religion. In an era marked by religious tensions, Armstrong’s work
serves as a reminder that many theological concepts are products of long, complex
developments rather than immutable dogmas.

Her emphasis on the historical context of divine concepts also encourages modern
believers and scholars to reconsider rigid interpretations and to appreciate the fluidity of
religious ideas. This perspective can contribute to more inclusive and compassionate
approaches to faith.

Comparative Analysis: Karen Armstrong and
Other Religious Historians

While many scholars have examined religious history, Armstrong’s *History of God* is
distinguished by its narrative clarity and empathetic tone. Compared to works that focus
heavily on doctrinal exegesis or anthropological data, Armstrong balances scholarly depth
with readability, making her book accessible to a broad audience.

Unlike purely academic treatises, her writing often conveys a sense of wonder and respect



for the spiritual quest, which resonates with readers from diverse backgrounds. This
approach contrasts with more critical or secular histories of religion that may emphasize
conflict or social control aspects without recognizing the profound human search for
meaning embodied in religious traditions.

Pros and Cons in Scholarly Reception

e Pros: Comprehensive coverage, interdisciplinary insights, empathetic tone,
accessible language, promotion of interfaith understanding.

e Cons: Some critics argue that Armstrong occasionally glosses over contentious
theological debates or presents an overly optimistic view of religious harmony.

Despite such criticisms, *History of God* remains a landmark publication in religious
studies, frequently cited and recommended for its balanced and thoughtful treatment of a
complex subject.

The Role of Language and Metaphor in
Understanding God

A distinctive feature of Armstrong’s analysis is her exploration of language and metaphor
related to God. She asserts that human language is inherently limited in expressing the
divine, often relying on metaphors drawn from human experience. This insight helps
explain the variety of names, attributes, and images associated with God throughout
history.

By unpacking how metaphor shapes religious consciousness, Armstrong invites readers to
appreciate the symbolic richness of religious traditions and to recognize that theological
formulations are often responses to the ineffable nature of the divine.

Relevance to Modern Spirituality

In a contemporary context marked by religious pluralism and skepticism, *History of God*
offers valuable frameworks for understanding spirituality beyond institutional boundaries.
Armstrong’s emphasis on the evolving nature of God concepts encourages spiritual
seekers to view faith as a dynamic journey rather than a fixed set of beliefs.

Moreover, her focus on mysticism and personal experience resonates with modern
movements that prioritize individual spiritual exploration over dogmatic adherence. This

relevance contributes to the book’s enduring popularity and influence.

Karen Armstrong’s *History of God* remains a vital contribution to religious scholarship



and public discourse, illuminating the complex history of humanity’s engagement with the
divine and opening pathways toward deeper understanding across faiths.

Karen Armstrong History Of God

karen armstrong history of god: A History of God Karen Armstrong, 2011-06-30 The idea of
a single devine being - God, Yahweh, Allah - has existed for over 4,000 years. But the history of God
is also the history of human struggle. While Judaism, Islam and Christianity proclaim the goodness of
God, organised religion has too often been the catalyst for violence and ineradicable prejudice. In
this fascinating, extensive and original account of the evolution of belief, Karen Armstrong examines
Western society's unerring fidelity to this idea of One God and the many conflicting convictions it
engenders. A controversial, extraordinary story of worship and war, A History of God confronts the
most fundamental fact - or fiction - of our lives.

karen armstrong history of god: A History of God Karen Armstrong, 1994 The idea of a single
divine being - God, Yahweh, Allah - has existed for over 4000 years, but the history of God is also the
history of human struggle. While Judaism, Islam and Christianity proclaim the goodness of God,
organized religion has too often been the catalyst for violence and ineradicable prejudice. This
controversial account of the evolution of belief examines Western society's unerring fidelity to the
idea of One God and the many conflicting convictions it engenders.

karen armstrong history of god: The Case for God Karen Armstrong, 2011-05-31 There is
widespread confusion about the nature of religious truth. For the first time in history, a significantly
large number of people want nothing to do with God. Militant atheists preach a gospel of
godlessness with the zeal of missionaries and find an eager audience. Tracing the history of faith
from the Palaeolithic Age to the present, Karen Armstrong shows that meaning of words such as
'belief’, 'faith', and 'mystery' has been entirely altered, so that atheists and theists alike now think
and speak about God - and, indeed, reason itself - in a way that our ancestors would have found
astonishing. Does God have a future? Karen Armstrong examines how we can build a faith that
speaks to the needs of our troubled and dangerously polarised world.

karen armstrong history of god: The Great Transformation Karen Armstrong, 2009-02-24
From one of the world’s leading writers on religion and the highly acclaimed author of the
bestselling A History of God, The Battle for God and The Spiral Staircase, comes a major new work:
a chronicle of one of the most important intellectual revolutions in world history and its relevance to
our own time. In one astonishing, short period - the ninth century BCE - the peoples of four distinct
regions of the civilized world created the religious and philosophical traditions that have continued
to nourish humanity into the present day: Confucianism and Daoism in China; Hinduism and
Buddhism in India; monotheism in Israel; and philosophical rationalism in Greece. Historians call
this the Axial Age because of its central importance to humanity’s spiritual development. Now, Karen
Armstrong traces the rise and development of this transformative moment in history, examining the
brilliant contributions to these traditions made by such figures as the Buddha, Socrates, Confucius
and Ezekiel. Armstrong makes clear that despite some differences of emphasis, there was
remarkable consensus among these religions and philosophies: each insisted on the primacy of
compassion over hatred and violence. She illuminates what this “family” resemblance reveals about
the religious impulse and quest of humankind. And she goes beyond spiritual archaeology, delving
into the ways in which these Axial Age beliefs can present an instructive and thought-provoking
challenge to the ways we think about and practice religion today. A revelation of humankind’s early
shared imperatives, yearnings and inspired solutions - as salutary as it is fascinating. Excerpt from
The Great Transformation: In our global world, we can no longer afford a parochial or exclusive
vision. We must learn to live and behave as though people in remote parts of the globe were as
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important as ourselves. The sages of the Axial Age did not create their compassionate ethic in idyllic
circumstances. Each tradition developed in societies like our own that were torn apart by violence
and warfare as never before; indeed, the first catalyst of religious change was usually a visceral
rejection of the aggression that the sages witnessed all around them. . . . All the great traditions that
were created at this time are in agreement about the supreme importance of charity and
benevolence, and this tells us something important about our humanity.

karen armstrong history of god: A History of God Karen Armstrong, As soon as they became
recognizably human, men and women--in their hunger to understand their own presence on earth
and the mysteries within and around them--began to worship gods. Karen Armstrong's masterly and
illuminating book explores the ways in which the idea and experience of God evolved among the
monotheists--Jews, Christians and Muslims. Weaving a multicolored fabric of historical,
philosophical, intellectual and social developments and insights, Armstrong shows how, at various
times through the centuries, each of the monotheistic religions has held a subtly different concept of
God. At the same time she draws our attention to the basic and profound similarities among them,
making it clear that in all of them God has been and is experienced intensely, passionately and
often--especially in the West--traumatically. Some monotheists have seen darkness, desolation and
terror, where others have seen light and transfiguration; the reasons for these inherent differences
are examined, and the people behind them are brought to life. We look first at the gradual move
away from the pagan gods to the full-fledged monotheism of the Jews during the exile in Babylon.
Next considered is the development of parallel, yet different, perceptions and beliefs among
Christians and Muslims. The book then moves generationally through time to examine the God of the
philosophers and mystics in all three traditions, the God of the Reformation, the God of the
Enlightenment and finally the nineteenth- and twentieth-century challenges of skeptics and atheists,
as well as the fiercely reductive faith of the fundamentalists of our own day. Armstrong suggests that
any particular idea of God must--if it is to survive--work for the people who develop it, and that ideas
of God change when they cease to be effective. She argues that the concept of a personal God who
behaves like a larger version of ourselves was suited to mankind at a certain stage but no longer
works for an increasing number of people. Understanding the ever-changing ideas of God in the past
and their relevance and usefulness in their time, she says, is a way to begin the search for a new
concept for the twenty-first century. Her book shows that such a development is virtually inevitable,
in spite of the despair of our increasingly Godless world, because it is a natural aspect of our
humanity to seek a symbol for the ineffable reality that is universally perceived.--Publisher's
description.

karen armstrong history of god: A History of God Karen Armstrong, 1993-09-30

karen armstrong history of god: Fields of Blood Karen Armstrong, 2014-09-25 It is the most
persistent myth of our time: religion is the cause of all violence. But history suggests otherwise.
Karen Armstrong, former Roman Catholic nun and one of our foremost scholars of religion, speaks
out to disprove the link between religion and bloodshed. * Religion is as old as humanity: Fields of
Blood goes back to the Stone Age hunter-gatherers and traces religion through the centuries, from
medieval crusaders to modern-day jihadists. * The West today has a warped concept of religion: we
regard faith as a personal and private matter, but for most of history faith has informed people’s
entire outlook on life, and often been inseparable from politics. * Humans undoubtedly have a
natural propensity for aggression: the founders of the largest religions - Jesus, Buddha, the rabbis of
early Judaism, the prophet Muhammad - aimed to curb violence and build a more peaceful and just
society, but with our growing greed for money and wealth came collective violence and warfare. *
With the arrival of the modern all-powerful, secular state humanity’s destructive potential has begun
to spiral out of control. Is humanity on the brink of destroying itself? Fields of Blood is a celebration
of the ancient religious ideas and movements that have promoted peace and reconciliation across
millennia of civilization.

karen armstrong history of god: The Battle for God Karen Armstrong, 2001 In the late
twentieth century, fundamentalism has emerged as one of the most powerful forces at work in the



world, contesting the dominance of modern secular values and threatening peace and harmony
around the globe. Yet it remains incomprehensible to a large number of people. In The Battle for
God, Karen Armstrong brilliantly and sympathetically shows us how and why fundamentalist groups
came into existence and what they yearn to accomplish. We see the West in the sixteenth century
beginning to create an entirely new kind of civilization, which brought in its wake change in every
aspect of life -- often painful and violent, even if liberating. Armstrong argues that one of the things
that changed most was religion. People could no longer think about or experience the divine in the
same way; they had to develop new forms of faith to fit their new circumstances. Armstrong
characterizes fundamentalism as one of these new ways of being religious that have emerged in
every major faith tradition. Focusing on Protestant fundamentalism in the United States, Jewish
fundamentalism in Israel, and Muslim fundamentalism in Egypt and Iran, she examines the ways in
which these movements, while not monolithic, have each sprung from a dread of modernity -- often
in response to assault (sometimes unwitting, sometimes intentional) by the mainstream society.
Armstrong sees fundamentalist groups as complex, innovative, and modern -- rather than as
throwbacks to the past -- but contends that they have failed in religious terms. Maintaining that
fundamentalism often exists in symbiotic relationship with an aggressive modernity, each impelling
the other on to greater excess, she suggests compassion as a way to defuse what is now an
intensifying conflict. BONUS: This edition contains an excerpt from Karen Armstrong's Twelve Steps
to a Compassionate Life.

karen armstrong history of god: The Bible Karen Armstrong, 2008-11-18 The renowned
religious historian “preaches the gospel truth . . . explaining how the spiritual guide . . . came into
being and evolved over the centuries” (Vanity Fair). As the single work at the heart of Christianity,
the world’s largest organized religion, the Bible is the spiritual guide for one out of every three
people in the world. It is also the world’s most widely distributed book and its bestselling, with an
estimated six billion copies sold in the last two hundred years. But the Bible is a complex work with
a complicated and obscure history. Its contents have changed over the centuries, it has been
transformed by translation, and, through interpretation, has developed manifold meanings to various
religions, denominations, and sects. In this seminal account, acclaimed historian Karen Armstrong
discusses the conception, gestation, life, and afterlife of history’s most powerful book. Armstrong
analyzes the social and political situation in which oral history turned into written scripture, how
this all-pervasive scripture was collected into one work, how it became accepted as Christianity’s
sacred text, and how its interpretation changed over time. Armstrong’s history of the Bible is a
brilliant, captivating book, crucial in an age of declining faith and rising fundamentalism. “Vintage
Armstrong: sweeping, bold, incisive, and insightful. In eight chapters it covers the history of the
writing, canonizing, and reading of the Bible . . . Her choice of topics is impeccable . . . and her brief,
23-page discussion on the rise of the Talmud is masterful.” —Choice “An excellent précis of the
writing and compiling of the Bible and the ensuing centuries of biblical interpretation . . . one terrific
little book.” —Booklist

karen armstrong history of god: What Islam Did For Us Tim Wallace-Murphy, 2012-07-01 In
these troubled and extremist times, when the religion and culture of Islam is under seemingly
perpetual attack, it is salutary to consider how much we have in common, and how much we, in the
Christian West, owe to the spiritual insights of that great culture. Religious toleration, respect for
learning, the concepts of chivalry and brotherhood - these principles were brought by the Islamic
Moors when, in medieval Spain, they acted as 'Beacons of Light' in the Dark Ages of European
religious arrogance, intolerance and persecution. The Moors gave Europe an architectural and
artistic heritage that is still a source of wonder to the modern world. It was in translation from
Arabic, not the original Greek, that knowledge of the Greek philosophy became prominent in
Christian thought. Western mathematics are based on Arabic numerals and calculations, and the
first effective medical school in Europe was founded by Jewish doctors who had been trained in
Moorish Spain and North Africa. Tim Wallace-Murphy shows how over the last century it was
European Western Powers who laid the foundations for the chaos that reigns in the Middle East. We



need to find a just and equitable solution to these problems and we should begin by acknowledging
our common spiritual heritage and the profound debt that Western civilization owes to Islamic
culture.

karen armstrong history of god: Wer bin ich und was will ich wirklich? Steven Reiss,
2009-07-01 Die meisten Menschen sind sich der eigenen Motive nicht bewusst und bleiben daher in
Beruf und Alltag hinter ihren eigentlichen Wunschen zuruck. Und viele verstehen aber auch die
Triebfedern ihrer Mitmenschen nicht. Die Folgen sind kommunikative Missverstandnisse und
Unstimmigkeiten, aber auch Schwierigkeiten, die anderen fiir die Ziele des Unternehmens zu
begeistern. Das einzigartige Reiss-Profile ermoglicht es anhand von 16 grundlegenden Werten,
individuelle und aussagekraftige Motivationsprofile zu erstellen, mit denen eine
Gesamtpersonlichkeit abgebildet werden kann. Firmen wie die Metro Group AG, REWE AG, Douglas
Holding u.a. schworen ebenso auf diese Methode wie die deutsche Handball-Nationalmannschaft -
also das optimale Werkzeug fur Personaler und alle, der mehr uber sich und andere erfahren
mochte.

karen armstrong history of god: Jeremias Gotthelf - Wege zu einer neuen Ausgabe Barbara
Mahlmann-Bauer, Christian Zimmermann, 2012-02-13 Im 150. Todesjahr von Jeremias Gotthelf
begannen die Herausgeber mit der historisch-kritischen Edition seiner nicht-literarischen Schriften,
die den ersten Baustein zu einer historisch-kritischen Gesamtausgabe von Gotthelfs Werken bilden.
Uber das Ziel und mégliche Wege, Gotthelfs Gesamtwerk in seinem historisch-politischen Kontext zu
edieren und zu kommentieren, berieten sich die Herausgeber mit erfahrenen Editionsspezialisten
und Gotthelf-Forschern. Die hier versammelten Beitrage offnen Wege zu einem neuen Bild Gotthelfs,
in dessen erzahlerischem Werk seine Erfahrungen als streitbarer Pfarrer, Schulreformer, Journalist
und Kalendermann eingegangen sind.

karen armstrong history of god: Lives of Hitler's Jewish Soldiers Bryan Mark Rigg,
2022-11-20 They were foot soldiers and officers. They served in the regular army and the Waffen-SS.
And, remarkably, they were also Jewish, at least as defined by Hitler's infamous race laws. Pursuing
the thread he first unraveled in Hitler's Jewish Soldiers, Bryan Rigg takes a closer look at the
experiences of Wehrmacht soldiers who were classified as Jewish. In this long-awaited companion
volume, he presents interviews with twenty-one of these men, whose stories are both fascinating and
disturbing. As many as 150,000 Jews and partial-Jews (or Mischlinge) served, often with distinction,
in the German military during World War II. The men interviewed for this volume portray a wide
range of experiences-some came from military families, some had been raised Christian—revealing
in vivid detail how they fought for a government that robbed them of their rights and sent their
relatives to extermination camps. Yet most continued to serve, since resistance would have cost
them their lives and they mistakenly hoped that by their service they could protect themselves and
their families. The interviews recount the nature and extent of their dilemma, the divided loyalties
under which many toiled during the Nazi years and afterward, and their sobering reflections on
religion and the Holocaust, including what they knew about it at the time. Rigg relates each
individual's experiences following the establishment of Hitler's race laws, shifting between vivid
scenes of combat and the increasingly threatening situation on the home front for these men and
their family members. Their stories reveal the constant tension in their lives: how some tried to hide
their identities, and how a few were even Aryanized as part of Hitler's effort to retain reliable
soldiers—including Field Marshal Erhard Milch, three-star general Helmut Wilberg, and naval
commander Bernhard Rogge. Chilling, compelling, almost beyond belief, these stories depict crises
of conscience under the most stressful circumstances. Lives of Hitler's Jewish Soldiers deepens our
understanding of the complex intersection of Nazi race laws and German military service both
before and during World War II.

karen armstrong history of god: Die Decke auf den Kopf Roland Duhamel, 2006 Auch wenn
wir es nicht immer wahrhaben wollen, leben wir seit 250 Jahren und in zunehmendem Malse im
Nihilismus. Dieses Buch begibt sich auf die Suche nach Verstandnis wie Definition und lafSt dabei
Klassiker dieses Denkens wie Nietzsche, Heidegger, Hermann Broch Revue passieren. Der




Nihilismus scheint sich an einer tief verwurzelten und selbstgefalligen Zirkelschlusskultur
festmachen zu lassen. Dies wird in einem historischen Abrifs veranschaulicht, der sowohl prominente
literarische als auch philosophische Texte abklopft.

karen armstrong history of god: The Paradox of God and the Science of Omniscience
Clifford A. Pickover, 2024-08-06 In his most ambitious book yet, Clifford Pickover bridges the gulf
between logic, spirit, science, and religion. While exploring the concept of omniscience, Pickover
explains the kinds of relationships limited beings can have with an all-knowing God. Pickover's
thought exercises, controversial experiments, and practical analogies help us transcend our ordinary
lives while challenging us to better understand our place in the cosmos and our dreams of a
supernatural God. Through an inventive blend of science, history, philosophy, science fiction, and
mind-stretching brainteasers, Pickover unfolds the paradoxes of God like no other writer. He
provides glimpses into the infinite, allowing us to think big, and to have daring, limitless dreams.

karen armstrong history of god: Islam Karen Armstrong, 2011-05-12 One of the world's
foremost commentators on religious affairs on the history (and destiny) of the world's most
misunderstood religion. In the public mind, Islam is a religion of extremes: it is the world's fastest
growing faith; more than three-quarters of the world's refugees are Islamic; it has produced
government by authoritarian monarchies in Saudi Arabia and ultra-republicans in Iran. Whether we
are reading about civil war in Algeria or Afghanistan, the struggle for the soul of Turkey, or political
turmoil in Pakistan or Malaysia, the Islamic context permeates all these situations. Karen
Armstrong's elegant and concise book traces how Islam grew from the other religions of the book,
Judaism and Christianity; introduces us to the character of Muhammed; and demonstrates that for
much of its history, the religion has been a force for enlightenment that promoted liberties for
women and allowed the arts and sciences to flourish. ISLAM shows how this progressive legacy is
today often set aside as the faith struggles to come to terms with the economic and political
weakness of most of its believers and with the forces of modernity itself.

karen armstrong history of god: Where on Earth is Heaven? Jonathan Stedall, 2014-08-25
Jonathan Stedall explores challenging questions about living and dying, looking and seeing, heaven
and earth, and our human potential. He draws on forty years film-making experience, largely at the
BBC, working with inspired artists, scientists and writers like John Betjeman, Laurens van der Post,
Fritz Schumacher, Bernard Lovell, Malcolm Muggeridge, Alan Bennett, Fritjof Capra, Cecil Collins,
Ben Okri and Mark Tully.

karen armstrong history of god: Jerusalem Karen Armstrong, 2011-08-10 Venerated for
millennia by three faiths, torn by irreconcilable conflict, conquered, rebuilt, and mourned for again
and again, Jerusalem is a sacred city whose very sacredness has engendered terrible tragedy. In this
fascinating volume, Karen Armstrong, author of the highly praised A History of God, traces the
history of how Jews, Christians, and Muslims have all laid claim to Jerusalem as their holy place, and
how three radically different concepts of holiness have shaped and scarred the city for thousands of
years. Armstrong unfolds a complex story of spiritual upheaval and political transformation--from
King David's capital to an administrative outpost of the Roman Empire, from the cosmopolitan city
sanctified by Christ to the spiritual center conquered and glorified by Muslims, from the gleaming
prize of European Crusaders to the bullet-ridden symbol of the present-day Arab-Israeli conflict.
Written with grace and clarity, the product of years of meticulous research, Jerusalem combines the
pageant of history with the profundity of searching spiritual analysis. Like Karen Armstrong's A
History of God, Jerusalem is a book for the ages. BONUS: This edition contains an excerpt from
Karen Armstrong's Twelve Steps to a Compassionate Life.

karen armstrong history of god: Social Studies for Secondary Schools Alan ]J. Singer,
2008-10-26 This popular text advocates an inquiry and activity-based view of social studies teaching
that respects the points of view of students and teachers. Based in practice and experience, it offers
systematic support and open, honest advice for new teachers, is conversational not pedantic, and
provides lots of examples. While the structure and most of the topics remain largely the same as
before, this Third Edition presents new lesson ideas in every chapter especially designed to help new



teachers to address learning standards, to work in inclusive settings, and to promote literacy and the
use of technology in social studies classrooms puts a heavier focus on what is important to know and
why includes new essays on the politics of social studies education responds to opponents of project-
or activity-based social studies instruction and multicultural education with a sharpened defense of
both of these approaches throughout the book Intended as a text for undergraduate and graduate
pre-service social studies methods courses, this text is also useful for in-service training programs,
as a reference for new social studies teachers, and as a resource for experienced social studies
educators who are engaged in rethinking their teaching practice.

karen armstrong history of god: The Wiley Blackwell Handbook of Humanism Andrew
Copson, A. C. Grayling, 2015-04-27 The Wiley Blackwell Handbook of Humanism presents anedited
collection of essays that explore the nature of Humanism asan approach to life, and a philosophical
analysis of the keyhumanist propositions from naturalism and science to morality andmeaning.
Represents the first book of its kind to look at Humanism notjust in terms of its theoretical
underpinnings, but also itsconsequences and its diverse manifestations Features contributions from
international and emergingscholars, plus renowned figures such as Stephen Law, CharlesFreeman
and Jeaneanne Fowler Presents Humanism as a positive alternative to theism Brings together the
world’s leading Humanist academics inone reference work
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