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Comparative Politics of Latin America: Democracy at Last

comparative politics of latin america democracy at last is a fascinating lens through
which to explore the region’s complex political evolution. After decades marked by
authoritarian regimes, military dictatorships, and political instability, Latin America has
witnessed a profound transformation toward democratic governance. This shift is not only
a story of political change but also one of societal resilience, institutional reform, and the
quest for greater inclusion and justice.

In this article, we’ll delve into the comparative politics of Latin America, examining how
democracy took root, the challenges it faces today, and what lessons can be drawn from
the region’s unique political trajectory.

The Historical Backdrop: From Authoritarianism
to Democracy

Latin America’s political history is punctuated by cycles of authoritarianism and fragile
democratic experiments. For much of the 20th century, many countries were ruled by
military juntas or authoritarian leaders who suppressed opposition and curtailed civil
liberties. This reality shaped the political culture and institutions in ways that still
influence the region today.

Military Rule and Its Legacy

In countries like Argentina, Chile, Brazil, and Uruguay, military coups were a common
response to perceived political instability or economic crises. These regimes often justified
their rule as necessary to restore order or fight communism during the Cold War.
However, the human costs were enormous, including widespread human rights abuses
and the suppression of political dissent.

The legacy of these authoritarian regimes created deep mistrust in government
institutions but also sparked a strong desire for democratic governance. The transition
periods starting in the 1980s are pivotal moments in the comparative politics of Latin
America, illustrating how societies can reclaim democratic spaces through negotiation,
reform, and civic activism.

Democratic Transitions: Paths and Patterns



The wave of democratization across Latin America in the late 20th century is often
referred to as the “Third Wave of Democracy.” Yet, the paths each country took were
distinct, shaped by local contexts, political actors, and international influences.

Negotiated Transitions vs. Revolutionary Change

Some countries, like Chile, managed relatively peaceful transitions through negotiated
processes involving both military leaders and civilian political actors. These negotiations
often resulted in constitutional reforms that paved the way for democratic elections while
preserving some institutional continuity.

In contrast, countries like Nicaragua experienced revolutionary transitions where
democratic openings were intertwined with broader social and political upheavals. These
different routes illustrate the diversity in democratization processes, emphasizing that
there isn’t a one-size-fits-all model.

Institutional Reforms and Democratic Consolidation

Establishing democracy required more than just elections. It involved building robust
institutions capable of upholding the rule of law, protecting human rights, and managing
political competition. Electoral reforms, judicial independence, and the strengthening of
civil society organizations became critical components of democratic consolidation.

For example, Brazil’s 1988 constitution is often heralded as a milestone that expanded
social rights and institutional checks and balances, contributing to one of the most stable
democracies in the region. Similarly, Mexico’s gradual political liberalization, including
the introduction of competitive elections and the weakening of the one-party dominance,
reflects a distinct model of democratic deepening.

Challenges Facing Democracy Today

Despite significant progress, Latin American democracies continue to grapple with
persistent challenges that test their stability and legitimacy.

Corruption and Political Distrust

One of the most pressing issues is corruption, which undermines public trust in political
institutions. High-profile scandals involving government officials, business elites, and
political parties have fueled cynicism and disengagement among citizens, threatening
democratic accountability.

This phenomenon is particularly salient in countries like Venezuela and Brazil, where
corruption scandals have had profound political repercussions. Addressing these problems



requires transparent governance, independent judicial systems, and active citizen
participation.

Social Inequality and Political Inclusion

Latin America remains one of the most unequal regions globally, and this inequality often
translates into unequal political participation. Marginalized groups, including indigenous
communities, Afro-descendants, and the poor, frequently face barriers to full political
inclusion.

Efforts to enhance democratic quality increasingly focus on expanding representation and
voice for these groups. Electoral quotas, affirmative action policies, and grassroots
mobilization are among the strategies employed to make democracy more inclusive and
responsive.

Populism and Democratic Backsliding

The rise of populist leaders in recent years has stirred debates about the health of Latin
American democracies. Populism often presents itself as a corrective to elite corruption
and inefficiency but can also erode institutional checks and freedoms.

Countries like Venezuela under Hugo Chavez and more recently some governments in
Central America have experienced tendencies toward democratic backsliding.
Comparative politics scholars study these trends closely to understand how populism
interacts with existing democratic frameworks and what safeguards can prevent
democratic erosion.

Comparative Perspectives: What Sets Latin
America Apart?

Latin America’s democratic experience offers unique insights that enrich comparative
politics as a field. Several features stand out:

* Role of Social Movements: Latin America has a vibrant tradition of social activism
that has shaped political outcomes, from indigenous rights to labor movements.

e Hybrid Political Systems: Many countries exhibit hybrid regimes, mixing
democratic institutions with authoritarian practices, highlighting the complexity of
democratic consolidation.

e Economic Volatility: Economic crises often disrupt political stability, making
economic governance a key factor in sustaining democracy.



e International Influence: The Cold War and more recent geopolitical shifts have
profoundly impacted political trajectories.

These factors contribute to a nuanced understanding of democracy that goes beyond
simplistic categorizations, emphasizing context and historical depth.

Looking Forward: The Future of Democracy in
Latin America

The story of democracy in Latin America is still unfolding. Emerging challenges like digital
misinformation, climate change, and shifting global alliances pose new tests for political
systems. However, the region’s history of resilience and innovation provides hope.

Strengthening democratic norms, promoting inclusive governance, and addressing socio-
economic inequalities will be crucial for the future. Moreover, fostering regional
cooperation and learning from comparative experiences within Latin America can help
consolidate democratic gains.

In exploring the comparative politics of Latin America democracy at last, one sees not just
the triumph of electoral processes but the ongoing struggle to build societies that are just,
participatory, and capable of adapting to new realities. This journey remains one of the
most compelling and instructive chapters in the study of global democracy.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main focus of '‘Comparative Politics of Latin
America: Democracy at Last?’

The book focuses on the political development, democratic transitions, and challenges
faced by Latin American countries as they move towards stable democratic governance.

How does 'Democracy at Last' explain the transition to
democracy in Latin America?

It explains the transition through factors such as economic crises, social movements,
institutional reforms, and international influences that pressured authoritarian regimes to
democratize.

What role do political institutions play according to the
book?

Political institutions are crucial in consolidating democracy by establishing checks and



balances, rule of law, and mechanisms for political participation and accountability.

Does the book address the impact of social inequality on
democracy in Latin America?

Yes, it discusses how social inequality poses challenges to democratic consolidation by
limiting political inclusion and fueling social unrest.

What is said about the role of political parties in Latin
American democracies?

Political parties are portrayed as essential for aggregating interests, structuring political
competition, and providing channels for citizen representation.

How does the book view the influence of the military in
Latin American politics?

It highlights the historical dominance of the military in politics and analyzes the ongoing
efforts to subordinate the military to civilian democratic control.

Are external actors discussed in the context of Latin
American democratization?

Yes, the book examines how international organizations, foreign governments, and global
economic pressures have influenced democratic transitions and consolidation.

What challenges to democracy does '‘Democracy at Last'
identify in Latin America?

Challenges include corruption, weak institutions, populism, economic instability, and the
persistence of authoritarian legacies.

How does the book assess the success of democracy in
Latin America?

It provides a balanced assessment, acknowledging significant democratic progress while
also highlighting ongoing vulnerabilities and areas needing reform.

What comparative methods are used in the analysis of
Latin American democracies?

The book employs cross-national comparisons, case studies, and historical analysis to
understand patterns and variations in democratization processes across Latin America.



Additional Resources

Comparative Politics of Latin America: Democracy at Last

comparative politics of latin america democracy at last offers a compelling lens
through which to examine the region’s complex political evolution. Latin America’s
journey from colonial rule, through periods of authoritarianism and military dictatorships,
to the establishment of democratic regimes is a testament to the resilience and tenacity of
its societies. This transformation is not uniform; rather, it is a kaleidoscope of different
trajectories influenced by historical legacies, socio-economic structures, and international
pressures. Understanding the comparative politics of Latin America democracy at last is
essential to grasp the challenges that still confront these nations and the prospects for
their democratic consolidation.

Historical Context and Democratic Transitions

The political landscape of Latin America has been shaped by a legacy of colonialism and
post-independence struggles, often characterized by unstable governments and military
interventions. The “democracy at last” moment for many countries came in the late 20th
century, particularly during the 1980s and 1990s, when waves of democratization swept
through the continent. This period marked the decline of military regimes in Argentina,
Brazil, Chile, and other nations, replaced by civilian-led governments committed to
democratic norms and constitutional rule.

The comparative politics of Latin America democracy at last can be traced to key factors
such as economic crises, civil society mobilization, and international influences, notably
the end of the Cold War. These elements created a conducive environment for democratic
reforms, despite persistent challenges like inequality and corruption.

Economic Crises as Catalysts

Economic instability played a paradoxical role in promoting democracy. Severe recessions
and debt crises in the 1980s exposed the inefficiency of authoritarian regimes that had
promised stability and growth. Countries like Mexico and Brazil faced hyperinflation and
unemployment, undermining public support for military or one-party rule. In this context,
democratic governments appeared as viable alternatives capable of implementing reforms
and restoring legitimacy.

The Role of Civil Society and Political Actors

Social movements, labor unions, and human rights organizations were instrumental in
pressuring authoritarian regimes to relinquish power. In countries like Chile, where
Pinochet's dictatorship was marked by repression, civil society's persistent demands for
justice and political participation paved the way for democratic elections. Similarly, in
Argentina, the Mothers of the Plaza de Mayo symbolized the struggle for accountability



and democratic rights.

Comparative Features of Latin American
Democracies

While the region shares a common trajectory towards democracy, the nature and quality
of democratic governance vary widely. The comparative politics of Latin America
democracy at last reveals differences in institutional designs, political stability, and citizen
engagement.

Institutional Frameworks and Electoral Systems

Latin American democracies employ a range of institutional arrangements. Presidential
systems dominate, with strong executive powers, yet the balance between branches of
government differs across states. For instance, Brazil’s robust federalism contrasts with
the more centralized governance in countries like Venezuela. Electoral systems also vary,
influencing party dynamics and representation. Proportional representation in Argentina
fosters multi-party systems, whereas Mexico’s mixed system seeks to balance majority rule
with minority representation.

Political Party Systems and Fragmentation

Party systems in Latin America are marked by volatility and fragmentation, often
hindering policy continuity and democratic consolidation. Countries like Peru and
Colombia have experienced frequent party realignments and the rise of outsider
candidates. This fluidity reflects both the dynamism and instability inherent in these
democracies. Conversely, Chile’s relatively stable party system has contributed to more
predictable governance, even amidst social unrest.

Challenges to Democratic Quality

Despite democratic transitions, Latin American countries face persistent challenges:
e Corruption: Endemic corruption undermines trust in public institutions and
hampers effective governance.

¢ Social Inequality: Economic disparities translate into unequal political participation
and representation.

e Violence and Crime: High rates of violence, often linked to organized crime,
threaten public safety and democratic order.



¢ Populism and Authoritarian Tendencies: Some leaders exploit democratic
institutions to concentrate power, raising concerns about democratic backsliding.

Regional Comparisons: Successes and Setbacks

Comparing democratic trajectories across Latin America highlights both progress and
fragility.

Brazil: A Democratic Giant with Persistent Challenges

Brazil’s transition to democracy in 1985 ended two decades of military rule. Its 1988
Constitution laid the groundwork for a vibrant, albeit complex, democracy characterized
by active civil society and competitive elections. However, recent political turmoil,
including corruption scandals like Lava Jato and polarized presidential contests,
underscore ongoing vulnerabilities.

Chile: Stability Amid Social Demands

Chile has long been regarded as a model of democratic stability and economic growth. The
peaceful transition from Pinochet’s dictatorship to democracy in 1990 set a precedent for
institutional continuity. Yet, the 2019 protests revealed deep-rooted social inequalities and
a demand for constitutional reform, reflecting the dynamic nature of democratic
governance.

Venezuela: Democratic Erosion and Authoritarian
Regression

Venezuela represents a cautionary tale in the comparative politics of Latin America
democracy at last. Once a stable democracy, it has seen significant democratic backsliding
under the leadership of Hugo Chavez and Nicolas Maduro. The erosion of checks and
balances, suppression of opposition, and electoral irregularities have transformed the
country into a de facto authoritarian regime.

Mexico: Democratic Gains Amid Security Concerns

Mexico’s democratic transition in the late 20th century ended decades of one-party
dominance by the Institutional Revolutionary Party (PRI). Since then, peaceful transfers of
power and competitive elections have strengthened democracy. Nonetheless, widespread
violence linked to drug cartels and impunity pose serious threats to democratic



institutions.

Democracy’s Future in Latin America

The comparative politics of Latin America democracy at last is a story still in progress.
Democratic consolidation depends not only on electoral processes but also on addressing
systemic problems like inequality, corruption, and governance capacity. Regional
organizations such as the Organization of American States (OAS) and international
partners play a role in promoting democratic norms, but ultimately, domestic political will
and societal engagement are decisive.

Emerging trends, including youth activism, digital participation, and demands for social
justice, suggest that Latin American democracies are evolving in response to
contemporary challenges. While setbacks and authoritarian tendencies remain concerns,
the persistent aspirations for democracy reflect deep-seated values within Latin American
societies.

In sum, the comparative politics of Latin America democracy at last reveals a diverse and
dynamic political landscape where democracy, despite imperfections and obstacles,
continues to be the preferred system for many. The path ahead involves not only
maintaining democratic institutions but also ensuring that democracy delivers tangible
benefits to all citizens.

Comparative Politics Of Latin America Democracy At Last

comparative politics of latin america democracy at last: Comparative Politics of Latin
America Daniel C. Hellinger, 2011-03-07 This text offers a unique balance of comparative politics
theory and interdisciplinary country-specific context, of a thematic organization and in-depth
country case studies, of culture and economics, of scholarship and pedagogy. No other textbook
draws on such a diverse range of scholarly literature to help students understand the ins and outs of
politics in Latin America today. The insightful historical background in early chapters provides
students with a way to think about how the past influences the present. However, while history plays
a part in this text, comparative politics is the primary focus, explaining through detailed case studies
and carefully paced analysis such concepts as democratic breakdown and transition, formal and
informal institutions, the rule of law, and the impact of globalization. Concepts and theories from
comparative politics are well integrated into country-specific narratives and vice versa, leading to a
richer understanding of both. Several important pedagogical aids foster student learning: Learning
objectives at the start of every chapter Learning checkpoints interspersed in chapters to ensure
comprehension Bolded key terms focus attention on important concepts Glossary at the end of the
book provides a useful reference Discussion questions at the end of each chapter Integrated case
studies on most countries in the region A companion website with practice quizzes and other useful
study aids.

comparative politics of latin america democracy at last: Comparative Politics of Latin
America Daniel C. Hellinger, 2014-11-27 Students will explore and understand the evolutions and
revolutions that have brought the region to where it is today in the fully-updated new edition of
Daniel Hellinger’s Comparative Politics of Latin America. This text offers a unique balance of
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comparative politics theory and interdisciplinary country-specific context, of a thematic organization
and in-depth country case studies, of culture and economics, of scholarship and pedagogy. No other
textbook draws on such a diverse range of scholarly literature to help students understand the ins
and outs of politics in Latin America today. Insightful historical background in early chapters
provides students with a way to think about how the past influences the present. However, while
history plays a part in this text, comparative politics is the primary focus, explaining through fully
integrated, detailed case studies and carefully paced analysis such concepts as democratic
breakdown and transition, formal and informal institutions, the rule of law, and the impact of
globalization. Country-specific narratives integrate concepts and theories from comparative politics,
leading to a richer understanding of both. Several important features of the 2nd edition ensure
student success: Substantially reorganized text now with 16 chapters Focus Questions at the start of
every chapter For Review boxes interspersed in every chapter to ensure comprehension New Punto
de Vista boxes in every chapter, showcasing competing perspectives on democratization and
development throughout the region Country locator maps spread throughout the book to help
students orient themselves in the region Democracy Snapshot graphics show support for democracy
in each Latin American country Bolded key terms focus attention on important concepts and a
glossary at the end of the book provides a useful reference Discussion questions and Further
Resources at the end of each chapter Integrated case studies on most countries in the region A
companion website (http://www.routledge.com/cw/hellinger) with discussion questions and other
useful study aids.

comparative politics of latin america democracy at last: Latin American Political Culture
John A. Booth, Patricia Bayer Richard, 2014-10-30 Latin American Political Culture: Public Opinion
and Democracy presents a genuinely pan-Latin American examination of the region’s contemporary
political culture. This is the only book to extensively investigate the attitudes and behaviors of Latin
Americans based on the Latin American Public Opinion Project’s (LAPOP) AmericasBarometer
surveys. The findings reveal a complex Latin America with distinct political culture. Authors John
Booth and Patricia Bayer Richard join rigorous analysis with clear graphic presentation and
extensive examples, and readers learn about public opinion research, engage with further questions
for analysis, and have access to data, an expansive bibliography, and links to appendices.

comparative politics of latin america democracy at last: Progressive Fiskal- und
Steuerpolitik als Instrument fiir nachhaltige Entwicklung? Timm B. Schiitzhofer, 2019-07-31
Hohe Rohstoffeinnahmen werden in rentenstaatstheoretischen Ansatzen oftmals als Ursache eines fi
skalpolitischen Ressourcenfluchs gesehen. Demnach vernachlassigen rohstoffabhangige Staaten u.
a. den Aufbau eines effektiven Steuersystems. Auch verlieren produktive Wirtschaftssektoren an
Bedeutung, was schliefSlich zu Stagnation und Niedergang ganzer Volkswirtschaften fuhren kann.
Sobald die Rohstoffeinnahmen zuriickgehen, geraten Rohstoffstaaten in fi nanzielle Schwierigkeiten.
Fiir Ecuadors Revolucion Ciudadana (2007 - 2017) arbeitet der Autor allerdings heraus, dass eine
Steigerung der Steuerquote bei hohen Rohstoffeinnahmen durchgesetzt wurde. Die Sozialpolitik
wurde gestarkt und die Produktionsvoraussetzungen verbessert. Jedoch konnten die
extraktivistische Wirtschaftsstruktur und Rententendenzen im Privatsektor nicht uberwunden
werden. Nach dem Einbruch der Rohstoffeinnahmen traten Defi zite in der Legitimition staatlichen
Handelns wieder deutlicher zu Tage. Die Krisentendenzen konnten ziigig und ohne schwere soziale
Kosten uberwunden werden. Allerdings stehen die erreichten Fortschritte durch den neoliberalen
Rechtsschwenk der Regierung Moreno heute wieder in Frage.

comparative politics of latin america democracy at last: Politics Latin America Gavin
O'Toole, 2007 Politics Latin America Gavin O'Toole Latin America is a region of profound cultural,
social and geopolitical diversity. From this turbulent area of the world have emerged global symbols
of both revolutionary struggle and reactionary brutality - some of history's most romantic icons, from
Simon Bolivar to Che Guevara, as well as some of the most stereotypical dictators, such as Rafael
Trujillo and Augusto Pinochet. But why is Latin America important in the study of politics, why has it
taken so long to achieve democracy, and how can this achievement be interpreted? Politics Latin



America explores the unique circumstances that have shaped political evolution in this captivating
region of 20 independent countries and examines the exciting new phase in politics now underway
there. For the first time, almost an entire region of the developing world suffering from significant
levels of poverty and inequality is organized under democratic government. The book explores why it
has taken so long to achieve democracy in Latin America and how this development can be
interpreted, while also equipping students to tackle major issues of global politics by: - providing
theoretical tools for analysing key contemporary themes such as democratization,
institution-building or US foreign policy; - offering novel insights from Latin America's experience as
a laboratory for political and economic experiments; - allowing examination of relations between
countries from different cultural and political traditions enjoying starkly different levels of
development; - illustrating the stresses and strains which can affect all democracies. Latin American
democracy has been, and in many places is still being, hard won: power has often been misused and
institutions have frequently failed. The construction of strong, stable institutions is now of
paramount importance to the region's future. Gavin O'Toole's novel approach to Latin American
politics puts these institutions at the very heart of the discipline, and provides insights into both this
fascinating region and global political trends. Gavin O'Toole is an academic and a journalist. He has
taught Latin American politics and democratic theory at Queen Mary, University of London, and held
seminars at Birkbeck College and the former Institute of Latin American Studies (ILAS) in London.
He is currently Visiting Postdoctoral Fellow at the Institute for the Study of the Americas, University
of London. Vist the Politics Chamber on the web at www.pearsoned.co.uk/politicschamber to browse
a range of resources on all aspects of politics.

comparative politics of latin america democracy at last: Latin American Democracy
Richard L. Millett, Jennifer S. Holmes, Orlando J. Pérez, 2015-03-02 More than thirty years have
passed since Latin America began the arduous task of transitioning from military-led rule to
democracy. In this time, more countries have moved toward the institutional bases of democracy
than at any time in the region’s history. Nearly all countries have held free, competitive elections
and most have had peaceful alternations in power between opposing political forces. Despite these
advances, however, Latin American countries continue to face serious domestic and international
challenges to the consolidation of stable democratic governance. The challenges range from weak
political institutions, corruption, legacies of militarism, transnational crime, and globalization among
others. In the second edition of Latin American Democracy contributors - both academics and
practitioners, North Americans, Latin Americans, and Spaniards—explore and assess the state of
democratic consolidation in Latin America by focusing on the specific issues and challenges
confronting democratic governance in the region. This thoroughly updated revision provides new
chapters on: the environment, decentralization, the economy, indigenous groups, and the role of
China in the region.

comparative politics of latin america democracy at last: Reshaping the Political Arena in
Latin America Eduardo Silva, Federico Rossi, 2018-05-22 Neoliberalism changed the face of Latin
America and left average citizens struggling to cope in many ways. Popular sectors were especially
hard hit as wages declined and unemployment increased. The backlash to neoliberalism in the form
of popular protest and electoral mobilization opened space for leftist governments to emerge. The
turn to left governments raised popular expectations for a second wave of incorporation. Although a
growing literature has analyzed many aspects of left governments, there is no study of how the
redefinition of the organized popular sectors, their allies, and their struggles have reshaped the
political arena to include their interests—until now. This volume examines the role played in the
second wave of incorporation by political parties, trade unions, and social movements in five cases:
Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Ecuador, and Venezuela. The cases shed new light on a subject critical to
understanding the change in the distribution of political power related to popular sectors and their
interests—a key issue in the study of postneoliberalism.

comparative politics of latin america democracy at last: The Right and Radical Right in
the Americas Tamir Bar-On, Barbara Molas, 2021-11-22 Studies of the right and radical right have



proliferated since the rise of European nationalist and populist parties in the 1980s. Yet, the
literature on the right and the radical right has a largely Euro-American bias and has been limited by
partisan academics that focus on the left. The Right and Radical Right in the Americas hopes to be a
pioneering work that examines the history and contemporary manifestations of the right and radical
right throughout the Americas. From interwar Canada to contemporary Chile, the right and radical
right have come in diverse ideological currents. Those ideological currents have undergone
historical changes and the strategies of the right and radical right need to be contextualized in
respect of country and region. The right and radical right also have distinctive meanings throughout
the Americas and in different epochs.

comparative politics of latin america democracy at last: Latin America since Independence
Thomas C. Wright, Robert L. Smale, 2022-08-03 This book offers an innovative, thematic approach to
the history of Latin America since independence. It traces continuity and change in colonial legacies
that became central political issues following independence: authoritarian governance; a rigid social
hierarchy based on race, color, and gender; the powerful Roman Catholic Church; economic
dependency; and the large landed estate. Generally, liberals have sought to modify or abolish these
legacies in the interest of what they consider progress, while conservatives have attempted to
preserve them as much as possible as bastions of their power and privilege. Examining the evolution
of these colonial legacies across two centuries reveals the processes that formed the political
systems, economies, societies, and religious institutions that characterize Latin America today.

comparative politics of latin america democracy at last: The Routledge History of Latin
American Culture Carlos Manuel Salomon, 2017-12-22 The Routledge History of Latin American
Culture delves into the cultural history of Latin America from the end of the colonial period to the
twentieth century, focusing on the formation of national, racial, and ethnic identity, the culture of
resistance, the effects of Eurocentrism, and the process of cultural hybridity to show how the people
of Latin America have participated in the making of their own history. The selections from an
interdisciplinary group of scholars range widely across the geographic spectrum of the Latin
American world and forms of cultural production. Exploring the means and meanings of cultural
production, the essays illustrate the myriad ways in which cultural output illuminates political and
social themes in Latin American history. From religion to food, from political resistance to artistic
representation, this handbook showcases the work of scholars from the forefront of Latin American
cultural history, creating an essential reference volume for any scholar of modern Latin America.

comparative politics of latin america democracy at last: Latin America since 1780 Will
Fowler, 2015-10-23 Latin America since 1780 provides an accessible introductory text aimed at
Spanish linguists and historians taking modules in Latin American history. It provides a compelling
continental-based historical narrative supported throughout by incisive evaluation, pedagogical
features, and authentic source texts in the original Spanish. This book focuses on key events such as
the Wars of Independence, the Mexican, Cuban and Sandinista Revolutions, and the recent shift to
the left, as well as providing short inserts on the main political protagonists such as Simon Bolivar,
Getulio Vargas and Hugo Chavez. The 3rd edition has been revised in line with crucial recent
political, cultural and economic developments. It offers an entirely new chapter covering the key
events and issues of the 21st century, fresh topics for essays and presentations, increased attention
to literary, ethnic and social culture and a new e-resource offering English translations of Spanish
sources.

comparative politics of latin america democracy at last: Latin American Politics Eduardo
Aleman, 2020-07-23 While it is true that poverty, political instability, and economic
under-performance continue to be major problems in Latin America, the region has made substantial
progress in raising standards of living and overcoming military authoritarianism. Latin American
Politics reflects just how much the region has changed in the last two decades. Eduardo Alemén
draws on contemporary research in comparative studies on institutions, elections, and public opinion
to highlight the big questions that political scientists seek to answer today: What are the causes of
political instability? What factors have influenced changes in economic and gender inequality? What



are the implications of different political institutions for political outcomes?

comparative politics of latin america democracy at last: Latin American Democratic
Transformations William C. Smith, 2009-08-24 Latin American Democratic Transformations explores
the manner in which Latin American societies seek to consolidate and deepen their democracies in
adverse domestic and international circumstances. The contributors engage recent debates on
liberal and illiberal democracy and probe the complex connections between democratic politics and
neoliberal, market-oriented reforms.

comparative politics of latin america democracy at last: The Political Economy of Natural
Resources and Development Paul A. Haslam, Pablo Heidrich, 2016-02-05 The Political Economy of
Resources and Development offers a unique and multidisciplinary perspective on how the commodity
boom of the mid-2000s reshaped the model of development throughout Latin America and elsewhere
in the developing world. Governments increased taxes and royalties on the resource sector, the
nationalization of foreign firms returned to the mainstream economic policy agenda, and public
spending on social and developmental goals surged. These trends, often described as resource
nationalism, have developed into a strategy for economic development, generated a re-imagining of
the state and its institutional possibilities, and created a new but very significant political risk for
extractive enterprises. However, these innovations, which constitute the most dramatic change in
development policy in Latin America since the advent of neoliberalism, have so far received little
attention from either academic or policy-oriented publications. This book explores the reasons
behind these policies, and their effects on states, firms, and development trajectories. This text
brings together renowned thematic experts to examine the political-economic causes of resource
nationalism, as well as its manifestation in six Latin American countries. The causal variables
considered by the contributors to this collection include a range of political-economic determinants
of policy including commodity prices; the influence of ideology and national politics; ideas about
industrial policy; relations between host governments and investors; and how countries respond to
opportunities provided by regional initiatives and the new geography of the global economy. This
volume is essential reading in development economics, political economy, and Latin American
studies, as well as for those who want to understand what economic development means after
neoliberalism.

comparative politics of latin america democracy at last: 21st Century Democracy
Promotion in the Americas Jorge Heine, Brigitte Weiffen, 2014-09-19 This volume examines the
promotion and defense of democracy in the Americas. Taking the Inter-American Democratic
Charter (IADC) of 2001 as a baseling, it charts the evolution of the issue over the past decade.
Although it considers historical antecedents, the main focus of the book is on key instances of
promotion and defense of democracy in the Western hemisphere since the adoption of the IADC. It
analyzes democratic norms, norm enforcement mechanisms and how they work in practice. Special
attention is paid to the 2009 Honduras coup, the issues raised by it and the debates that surrounded
it, as this was the first instance in which a member state was suspended in accordance with the
IADC. Three central themes guide the analysis: the nature of challenges to democracy in Latin
America; the role of regional organizations as democracy promoters; and the transformation of
Inter-American relations. The book unveils the key achievements and limitations of the OAS in the
field and will be of great interest to students and scholars of democratization, US-Latin American
relations, international relations of Latin-America and international organizations.

comparative politics of latin america democracy at last: Global Politics Jenny Edkins, Maja
Zehfuss, 2019-01-18 The third edition of Global Politics: A New Introduction continues to provide a
completely original way of teaching and learning about world politics. The book engages directly
with the issues in global politics that students are most interested in, helping them to understand
the key questions and theories and also to develop a critical and inquiring perspective. Completely
revised and updated throughout, the third edition offers up-to-date examples engaging with the
latest developments in global politics, including the Syrian war and the refugee crisis, fossil fuel
divestment, racism and Black Lives Matter, citizen journalism, populism, and drone warfare. Global



Politics: examines the most significant issues in global politics - from war, peacebuilding, terrorism,
security, violence, nationalism and authority to poverty, development, postcolonialism, human rights,
gender, inequality, ethnicity and what we can do to change the world; offers chapters written to a
common structure, which is ideal for teaching and learning, and features a key question, an
illustrative example, general responses and broader issues; integrates theory and practice
throughout the text, by presenting theoretical ideas and concepts in conjunction with a global range
of historical and contemporary case studies. Drawing on theoretical perspectives from a broad range
of disciplines, including international relations, political theory, postcolonial studies, sociology,
geography, peace studies and development, this innovative textbook is essential reading for all
students of global politics and international relations.

comparative politics of latin america democracy at last: Contemporary Latin America
Ronaldo Munck, 2012-07-06 Fully updated for the third edition, Contemporary Latin America
provides an accessible concise introduction to the region. Historical context, the countries and their
peoples provides a backdrop to broad-ranging coverage of politics, economy, society and culture and
the continent's prospects today.

comparative politics of latin america democracy at last: Presidential Leadership in the
Americas since Independence Guy Burton, Ted Goertzel, 2016-10-05 What is presidential
leadership and why have some presidents been considered “great” - or rather “transformational” -
while others are not? What are the drivers which distinguish these presidents from the rest?
Presidential Leadership in the Americas since Independence answers these questions through a
systematic study of leadership across the Americas over 200 years, from independence to the
present day. Having surveyed who the most cited presidents are in the Americas, Guy Burton and
Ted Goertzel examine the experience of presidents from across the western hemisphere: the US,
Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Mexico, Peru and Venezuela. They study the relationship
between these men and women's actions within the constraints they faced during four political
periods: independence, national consolidation during the nineteenth century, state-building from the
late nineteenth to mid twentieth centuries and neoliberalism since the 1970s-80s. The most
“transformational” presidents are found to be those who are not only able to innovate and build new
political consensuses at a time of crisis, but also consolidate them so that the reforms becoming
lasting - and extending beyond an individual president’s own political (even biological) lifetime.

comparative politics of latin america democracy at last: Methoden der vergleichenden
Politik- und Sozialwissenschaft Susanne Pickel, Gert Pickel, Hans-Joachim Lauth, Detlef Jahn,
2009-02-20 Im Bereich der Methoden der vergleichenden Politikwissenschaft haben sich in den
letzten Jahren vielfaltige Entwicklungen ergeben, die bislang aber eher selektiv und voneinander
getrennt vorgestellt wurden. Dabei fehlt es insbesondere an Publikationen, die sich an
fortgeschrittenen Interessenten des Bereichs wenden und anwendungsorientierte Leitlinien fir
spezifische Analysetypen geben. Diese Hilfestellungen sind in der Regel in ibergreifenden
Einfuhrungen, von wenigen Autoren nicht zu leisten. Dieser Band gibt eine erschopfende Breite an
derzeit verfugharen methodischen Zugangen zur vergleichenden Sozialwissenschaft, die durch die
einschlagigen Autoren der jeweiligen Gebiete fachgerecht und anwendungsorientiert gestaltet
wurden.

comparative politics of latin america democracy at last: Politics Latin America Gavin
O'Toole, 2014-05-12 This is a volume which will become invaluable to those attempting to guide the
neophyte through the maze of politics in Latin America - Journal of Latin American Studies Politics
Latin America examines the role of Latin America in the world and its importance to the study of
politics with particular emphasis on the institutions and processes that exist to guarantee democracy
and the forces that threaten to compromise it. Now in its second edition and fully revised to reflect
recent developments in the region, Politics Latin America provides students and teachers with an
accessible overview of the region’s unique political and economic landscape, covering every aspect
of governance in its 21 countries. The book examines the international relations of Latin American
states as they seek to carve out a role in an increasingly globalised world and will be an ideal



introduction for undergraduate courses in Latin American politics and comparative politics.
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