witness for the prosecution by agatha christie

Witness for the Prosecution by Agatha Christie: A Masterclass in Mystery and Drama

witness for the prosecution by agatha christie is one of the most compelling courtroom dramas ever crafted,
showcasing the unparalleled storytelling prowess of the Queen of Crime herself. This gripping narrative,
originally a short story and later adapted into a play and film, combines intricate plotting, sharp dialogue,
and unforgettable characters to keep readers and audiences on the edge of their seats. Whether you are a
longtime fan of Agatha Christie’s works or discovering this classic for the first time, understanding the

depth and nuances of Witness for the Prosecution offers a fascinating glimpse into the art of suspense.

The Origins and Evolution of Witness for the Prosecution by
Agatha Christie

Agatha Christie first introduced Witness for the Prosecution as a short story published in 1925. The story’s
popularity led her to adapt it into a play in 1953, which became a theatrical sensation. The narrative’s
success didn’t stop there; it was famously turned into a film in 1957, directed by Billy Wilder, further

cementing its place in popular culture.

‘What makes this work stand out in Christie’s extensive bibliography is its courtroom setting—a departure
from her usual drawing-room mysteries. The tension of the trial, combined with unexpected twists,
highlights Christie’s ability to weave suspense not just through the plot but through the very structure of
the story.

From Page to Stage and Screen

The transition from short story to play allowed Christie to expand the characters and deepen the drama.
The play’s sharp dialogue and real-time unfolding of events create an immersive experience, making the
audience feel like participants in the trial. The cinematic adaptation took this a step further, utilizing visual

storytelling techniques and nuanced performances to bring the story alive.

Each version of Witness for the Prosecution by Agatha Christie offers unique elements, but the core
mystery remains as potent and engaging as ever. For fans of crime fiction, exploring these different formats

provides insight into how narrative techniques can shift according to medium while preserving suspense.



Plot Overview: The Heart of Witness for the Prosecution

At its core, Witness for the Prosecution tells the story of Leonard Vole, a charming but enigmatic man
accused of murdering a wealthy widow, Emily French. The evidence against him appears damning, but

the case takes a dramatic turn when his wife, Romaine, offers to testify on his behalf—or so it seems.
The trial is a battle of wits between the defense lawyer, Sir Wilfrid Robarts, and the prosecution, with the

courtroom serving as the arena for deception, betrayal, and revelation. The layered storytelling keeps

readers guessing about the true nature of each character’s motives and loyalties.

Key Characters and Their Roles

Leonard Vole: The accused, whose charm masks a complex personality.

Romaine Vole: Leonard’s wife, whose testimony is pivotal and shrouded in ambiguity.

Sir Wilfrid Robarts: The astute defense attorney determined to uncover the truth.

Emily French: The victim, whose mysterious death triggers the entire drama.

Understanding these characters’ intricate relationships and personal agendas adds layers to the story,

making Witness for the Prosecution a study in human psychology as much as a legal thriller.

Thematic Elements in Witness for the Prosecution by Agatha
Christie

Beyond its thrilling plot, Witness for the Prosecution explores themes such as justice, truth, and the
fallibility of perception. Christie delves into how appearances can be deceiving and how the legal system

grapples with ambiguity and conflicting testimonies.

The Ambiguity of Truth

One of the most compelling aspects of the story is its refusal to present a clear-cut version of events.

Witness for the Prosecution challenges readers to question the reliability of witnesses and the evidence



presented in court. This ambiguity invites deeper reflection on the nature of truth itself and how it can be

manipulated.

Justice and Morality

The story also probes the idea of justice beyond the courtroom. Characters’ personal ethics and motivations
complicate the notion of what is right or wrong. This moral complexity adds richness to the narrative and

elevates it beyond a simple whodunit.

Why Witness for the Prosecution by Agatha Christie Remains
Relevant Today

Decades after its initial publication, Witness for the Prosecution continues to resonate with readers and
viewers. Its timeless appeal lies in the universal themes it tackles and the masterful way Christie constructs
suspense. In today’s world, where courtroom dramas are a staple of entertainment across books, TV, and

film, Witness for the Prosecution stands out as a pioneering work that set the standard.

Impact on Crime and Legal Drama Genres

The story's influence is evident in numerous legal thrillers that followed, inspiring writers and filmmakers
to explore complex characters and unexpected plot twists within courtroom settings. Its blend of mystery
and drama has shaped how stories about justice are told, emphasizing psychological depth alongside

procedural details.

Lessons for Writers and Storytellers

For aspiring mystery writers, Witness for the Prosecution by Agatha Christie offers invaluable lessons in
pacing, character development, and plot construction. The way Christie plants clues and misleads the
audience without resorting to gimmicks is a testament to her skill. Studying this work can help writers

craft narratives that balance surprise with fairness, ensuring that twists feel earned rather than arbitrary.

Tips for Reading or Watching Witness for the Prosecution

If you’re diving into Witness for the Prosecution for the first time or revisiting it, here are some tips to



enhance your experience:

Pay close attention to dialogue: Much of the story’s suspense comes through subtle exchanges and

character interactions.

Consider multiple perspectives: Challenge your initial assumptions about characters’ guilt or

innocence.

Explore different adaptations: Comparing the short story, play, and film reveals how the narrative

evolves and which elements are emphasized or altered.

Reflect on the themes: Think about what the story says about the nature of truth and justice beyond

the immediate plot.

Approaching Witness for the Prosecution with an analytical yet open mind will deepen your appreciation

for Christie’s craftsmanship.

The Enduring Charm of Agatha Christie’s Storytelling

Witness for the Prosecution by Agatha Christie exemplifies why she remains one of the most beloved
authors in the mystery genre. Her ability to weave intricate plots with engaging characters and moral
complexity makes her stories timeless. This particular work, with its clever twists and courtroom intrigue,

continues to captivate audiences, proving that great mysteries never lose their magic.

Whether you prefer reading the original text, watching the iconic film, or seeing the story performed live,
Witness for the Prosecution offers an unforgettable journey into the darker corners of human nature and

the relentless pursuit of truth.

Frequently Asked Questions

‘What is the plot of "Witness for the Prosecution’ by Agatha Christie?

The plot centers around Leonard Vole, who is accused of murdering a wealthy widow. His wife provides a
surprising and complex testimony that turns the case on its head, leading to twists and dramatic courtroom

revelations.



Who are the main characters in "Witness for the Prosecution'?

The main characters include Leonard Vole, the accused; Romaine Heilger, his wife and key witness; Sir

Wilfrid Robarts, the defense lawyer; and Janet Mackenzie, the deceased's maid and a crucial witness.

How does "Witness for the Prosecution' differ from Agatha Christie's

other works?

Unlike many of Christie's novels featuring famous detectives like Hercule Poirot or Miss Marple, "Witness
for the Prosecution' is a courtroom drama focusing on legal proceedings and psychological manipulation

rather than traditional detective investigation.

What themes are explored in "Witness for the Prosecution'?

The story explores themes of justice, deception, loyalty, and the complexity of human motives,

highlighting how appearances can be misleading in the pursuit of truth.

Has "Witness for the Prosecution' been adapted into other media?

Yes, it has been adapted into a successful stage play, several television versions, and a notable 1957 film

directed by Billy Wilder, which remains a classic in courtroom drama cinema.

What is the significance of the twist ending in "Witness for the

Prosecution'?

The twist ending is significant as it subverts the audience's expectations and challenges perceptions of truth

and justice, showcasing Agatha Christie's mastery in crafting suspenseful and unpredictable narratives.

Additional Resources

*Witness for the Prosecution by Agatha Christie: A Timeless Masterpiece of Legal Drama™*

witness for the prosecution by agatha christie stands as one of the most compelling and intricately crafted
works in the realm of crime fiction. Originally penned as a short story and later adapted into a courtroom
play, this piece highlights Christie’s unparalleled skill in weaving suspense, misdirection, and psychological
depth. The narrative’s enduring popularity has cemented it as a cornerstone in both literary and theatrical

circles, reflecting the genius of one of the most prolific mystery writers in history.



In-depth Analysis of Witness for the Prosecution by Agatha
Christie

Agatha Christie’s "Witness for the Prosecution” is not merely a crime story; it is a sophisticated exploration
of the justice system, human psychology, and the unpredictable nature of truth. The story’s setting—a
courtroom—provides a confined yet charged atmosphere that intensifies the drama and highlights Christie’s

mastery of dialogue and character development.

‘What sets "Witness for the Prosecution" apart from other Christie works is its format and pacing. Unlike
her traditional Hercule Poirot or Miss Marple novels, this narrative unfolds almost entirely through
courtroom proceedings, witness testimonies, and cross-examinations. This approach creates a dynamic
tension, as the reader (or audience) is compelled to question every piece of evidence and revelation. The
story’s twists are meticulously calibrated, making it a quintessential example of Christie’s talent for surprise

endings.

Plot Overview and Key Themes

At its core, the story revolves around Leonard Vole, a man accused of murdering a wealthy widow from
whom he hoped to inherit a fortune. The prosecution’s case appears strong, but the defense’s strategy
hinges on the testimony of Vole’s wife, Romaine. What follows is a labyrinth of deceit, loyalty, and
manipulation that challenges assumptions about guilt and innocence.
The narrative delves into several compelling themes:

e Justice vs. Truth: The story questions whether the legal system can truly uncover the objective

truth or if it is merely a game of persuasion and performance.

¢ Appearance vs. Reality: Characters are not what they seem, and the layers of deception underscore

the fragile nature of perception.

e Morality and Loyalty: The conflicting loyalties of Romaine and the ethical dilemmas characters face

add complexity to the straightforward murder accusation.

Adaptations and Cultural Impact

"Witness for the Prosecution by Agatha Christie” has transcended its original short story form to become a



celebrated play and an acclaimed film adaptation. The 1957 film directed by Billy Wilder is especially
notable for its faithful yet cinematically enhanced portrayal of the courtroom drama. The film’s success
introduced Christie’s work to a broader audience and exemplified how her storytelling could adapt to

different media formats.

More recently, the story has seen renewed interest through television adaptations, including a 2016 BBC
miniseries that modernized the setting while preserving the intricate plot twists. These adaptations
demonstrate the narrative’s versatility and timeless appeal, proving that Christie’s exploration of human

nature and justice remains relevant across generations.

Literary Devices and Narrative Techniques

Christie utilizes a range of literary devices in "Witness for the Prosecution" to maintain suspense and
engage the audience intellectually. The use of unreliable witnesses, dramatic irony, and sharp dialogue

elevates the narrative beyond a simple whodunit.

Unreliable Witnesses and Narrative Ambiguity

A hallmark of Christie’s writing is her ability to keep readers guessing, and this story exemplifies that
through its portrayal of witnesses whose testimonies are suspect or contradictory. Romaine’s role as a
witness is particularly complex—her shifting allegiances and motivations create a puzzle that is as
psychological as it is legal. This ambiguity challenges the audience to actively participate in piecing

together the truth.

Dialogue and Courtroom Drama

The courtroom setting allows Christie to showcase her talent for crisp, engaging dialogue. The exchanges
between the prosecuting attorney, defense counsel, and witnesses are charged with tension and wit. This
dialogue-driven narrative style not only propels the story forward but also reveals character traits and

hidden agendas.

Comparisons with Other Christie Works

‘While "Witness for the Prosecution" shares thematic elements with other Agatha Christie novels, its format
and focus are distinct. Unlike the intricate detective work seen in novels like "Murder on the Orient

Express," this story relies heavily on the courtroom as the battleground for truth. It presents a more direct



confrontation between opposing narratives rather than the solitary detective’s methodical unraveling of

clues.
Additionally, the story’s brevity and concentrated setting differentiate it from Christie’s sprawling

mysteries. This makes "Witness for the Prosecution” a unique entry in her oeuvre, showcasing her

versatility and ability to innovate within the crime genre.

Pros and Cons of Witness for the Prosecution by Agatha Christie

e Pros:

o Engaging courtroom drama with high stakes and intense character interactions.

[¢]

Masterful use of plot twists that keep readers and viewers on edge.

[¢]

Exploration of complex themes such as justice and deception.

[¢]

Adaptability to various formats including stage, film, and television.

e Cons:
o Limited detective work may disappoint readers expecting a traditional mystery.
o Courtroom-centered narrative might feel constrained or less dynamic to some audiences.

o Some character motivations can seem ambiguous, potentially frustrating viewers seeking clear

moral delineations.

Why Witness for the Prosecution Remains Relevant

The enduring appeal of "Witness for the Prosecution by Agatha Christie" lies in its universal themes and
expertly crafted suspense. In an era where courtroom dramas continue to captivate audiences, Christie’s

work remains a benchmark for storytelling excellence. The narrative’s exploration of the fallibility of the



legal system, the complexity of human motives, and the power of narrative control resonates strongly in

contemporary society.

Moreover, the story’s adaptability ensures that new generations encounter it in ways that feel fresh yet
faithful to the original. Whether experienced as a reading, a stage performance, or a screen adaptation,

"Witness for the Prosecution” continues to engage, challenge, and entertain.
In sum, this work exemplifies Agatha Christie’s mastery not just as a mystery writer but as a keen

observer of human nature and societal structures. It stands as a testament to the enduring power of well-

crafted suspense and the intricate dance between truth and deception.

Witness For The Prosecution By Agatha Christie

witness for the prosecution by agatha christie: A Study Guide for Agatha Christie's
"Witness for the Prosecution" Gale, Cengage Learning, A Study Guide for Agatha Christie's
Witness for the Prosecution, excerpted from Gale's acclaimed Drama for Students.This concise study
guide includes plot summary; character analysis; author biography; study questions; historical
context; suggestions for further reading; and much more. For any literature project, trust Drama for
Students for all of your research needs.

witness for the prosecution by agatha christie: Witness for the Prosecution Agatha Christie,
1954 Leonard Vole stands accused of murdering a rich widow. The stakes are high with shocking
witness testimony, impassioned outbursts from the dock and a young man's fight to escape the
hangman's noose. Generally regarded as one of Christie's most accomplished plays, this suspenseful
thriller keeps audiences guessing until the very end. Once more the Christie conjuring trick has
come off. Once more we have been led down the garden path. Apart from being a clever puzzle, this
is an extremely actable play. THE DAILY TELEGRAPH The play has all the usual advantages of
Counsel in conflict, agonised outbreaks in the dock, and back-answers from the witness-box. To
these are added an ingenious appendix; the jury's verdict is only the beginning of a story that has as
many twists as a pigtail. THE OBSERVER

witness for the prosecution by agatha christie: The Witness for the Prosecution: An
Agatha Christie Short Story Agatha Christie, 2011-09-01 A classic Agatha Christie short story,
available individually for the first time as an ebook.

witness for the prosecution by agatha christie: Witness for the Prosecution Agatha Christie,
1983 Leonard Vole is charged with murder. Mr. Mayherne is his lawyer. Mr. Vole met a lonely old
lady at a party and learns that she is rich. Then he is asked to look over business affairs. Come to
find out he is her sole principal beneficiary. Mr. Vole claims that he knew nothing about the money.
He looks suspicious when she is murdered.

witness for the prosecution by agatha christie: The Witness for the Prosecution Agatha
Christie, 2001-09 This collection of 11 of Christie's ingenious mysteries, including the title story that
inspired the classic film, include tales of baffling crime and brilliant deduction showcasing the
author at her dazzling best.

witness for the prosecution by agatha christie: Studiobiihne Miinster 1949-2017 Ortwin
Lamke, 2017 Die Studiobuhne Munster bezieht im April 2018 ihr neues Haus im umgebauten
Philosophikum am Domplatz. ANlasslich der Wiedereroffnung bieten wir einen Blick in die
spannende Vergangenheit dieser Institution. WAs ist aus den Ehemaligen geworden? Wie kam es
uberhaupt dazu, dass die WWU 1961 ein eigenes Theater einrichtete? Weshalb gabe es das Theater


https://bmx.fpfootwear.com/archive-th-109/witness-for-the-prosecution-by-agatha-christie.pdf

im Pumpenhaus ohne die Studiobuhne womoglich gar nicht? Warum kampften die Studierenden
1990 um den Erhalt der Buhne? Welche Theatergruppen spielen aktuell an der Studiobuhne, wie
lauten ihre kunstlerischen Grundsatze? Welches Programm bot die Studiobuhne von 1949 bis 2016?
Die Antworten auf diese Fragen geben Ehemalige und Aktive.

witness for the prosecution by agatha christie: The Witness for the Prosecution and
Other Stories (Deluxe Library Edition) Agatha Christie, 2022-12-15 First published in 1925, 'The
Witness for the Prosecution' is a short story and play by Agatha Christie, an English writer best
known for her 66 detective novels and 14 short story collections, specifically those revolving around
fictional detectives Hercule Poirot and Miss Marple. When affluent spinster, Emily French is found
murdered, skepticism falls on Leonard Vole, the man to whom she impatiently bequeathed her riches
before she died. Leonard assures the investigators that his wife, Romaine Heiliger, can provide them
with an alibi. However, when questioned, Romaine notifies the police that Vole returned home late
that night covered in blood. During the trial, Ms. French's housekeeper, Janet, gives damning proof
against Vole, and, as Romaine's cross-examination begins, her motives come under scrutiny from the
courtroom. The packed courtroom waited as Romaine mounted the stand to deliver the testimony
that has made this the masterpiece of suspense and shock. The ultimate question is whether justice
will prevail or not.

witness for the prosecution by agatha christie: The English Crime Play in the Twentieth
Century Beatrix Hesse, 2015-08-02 This is the first comprehensive study of the English crime play,
presenting a survey of 250 plays performed in the London West End between 1900 and 2000. The
first part is historically orientated while the second one establishes a tentative poetics of the genre.
The third part presents an analysis of some 20 plays adapted from detective fiction.

witness for the prosecution by agatha christie: A Study Guide for Agatha Christie's Witness
for the Prosecution Cengage Learning Gale, 2018

witness for the prosecution by agatha christie: Playing Detective Robert Eidelberg,
2013-05 The intentionally long subtitle to Detectives comes close to saying it all about this unique
two-in-one book - but not quite. Detectives is both a book to read for the fun of it and a book to read
for self-improvement if you are looking to become a better reader, thinker, and writer. The
for-the-fun-of-it part comes from reading and wondering about the mystery-solving skills of the
contemporary and classic detectives showcased in these 24 remarkable mystery stories and plays.
The self-improvement part comes from the book's four special features: Suspicions?, How Clever?,
DetectWrite, and Don't Peek! Multiple Suspicions? intermissions in the margins of each mystery are
strategically placed to help you to think like a detective -- and like a good reader. Their provocative
questions prompt you to note and track clues and to make predictions while you are immersed in the
mystery. How Clever? questions and activities, located immediately after each mystery's conclusion,
give practice in the skills of detection and reflection so vital to the self-improvement goal of
becoming a more observant reader and more mindful thinker. How Clever? sections enable you to
review the now-solved mystery, analyze the strengths and weaknesses of your own Suspicions?
speculations, and evaluate just how capable both you and the story's fictional sleuth were in arriving
at a solution. DetectWrite writing prompts following all the How Clever? sections of each mystery
help you to establish your own voice as a more effective writer in a variety of writing forms while
giving you opportunities to even write like a detective story author. At the very end of the book (but
don't jump to any conclusions!), the almost 50 pages of the Don't Peek! section provide one reader's
explanations of the solutions to the 24 mystery stories and plays.

witness for the prosecution by agatha christie: The Witness for the Prosecution Agatha
Christie, 2001-09-17 A murder trial takes a diabolical turn when the wife of the accused takes a
stand...A woman's sixth--and a loaded revolver--signal premonitions of doom...A stranded motorist
seeks refuge in a remote mansion, and is greeted with a dire warning...Detective Hercule Poirot
faces his greatest challenge when his services are enlisted--by the victim--in a bizarre locked-room
murder. From the stunning title story (which inspired the classic film thriller) to the rarest gems in
detective fiction, these 11 tales of baffling rime and brilliant deduction showcase Agatha Christie at



her dazzling best.

witness for the prosecution by agatha christie: A Study Guide for Agatha Christie's "Witness
for the Prosecution" Cengage Learning Gale, 2017-07-25 A Study Guide for Agatha Christie's
Witness for the Prosecution, excerpted from Gale's acclaimed Short Stories for Students. This
concise study guide includes plot summary; character analysis; author biography; study questions;
historical context; suggestions for further reading; and much more. For any literature project, trust
Short Stories for Students for all of your research needs.

witness for the prosecution by agatha christie: Agatha Christie Meghan Engsberg
Cunningham, 2017-07-15 Listed as the best-selling novelist of all time by the Guinness Book of
World Records, Agatha Christie can easily be considered a household name, but writing amazing
stories is not all she accomplished. This book discusses her life including her experiences as a
volunteer during World War I, archaeologist, traveler, and Dame Commander of the Order of the
British Empire, as well as her continued influence on the world today.

witness for the prosecution by agatha christie: Filmwissen: Detektive Georg SeelSlen,
2011-10-04 In den Grundlagen des popularen Films analysiert der Kulturkritiker Georg SeefSlen
detailreich und hintergrundig die stilbildenden Elemente unterschiedlicher Filmgenres und verfolgt
ihren Weg durch die Filmgeschichte. Ein enzyklopadisches Werk von hohem Rang, das prazise und
informativ Filmwissen vermittelt ohne je oberflachlich zu sein. In Detektive treffen wir
kriminalistische Spurhunde in Agatha Christie- und Sherlock Holmes Verfilmungen, begegnen Mr.
Moto, Charlie Chan, Shaft und tatsachlich auch einigen weiblichen Detektivinnen.

witness for the prosecution by agatha christie: Witness for the Prosecution and
Selected Plays Agatha Christie, 2012

witness for the prosecution by agatha christie: Filmgenres: Kriminalfilm Knut Hickethier,
Katja Schumann, 2012-05-23 In diesem E-Book der Reihe Filmgenres steckt jede Menge krimineller
Energie! Es wird gelogen und betrogen, gemeuchelt und gemordet, gestohlen und erpresst,...
Verbrechen zahlt sich aus - zumindest an der Kinokasse. Es stellt 97 Meisterwerke des Genres vor:
von Klassikern wie Dr. Mabuse und M - eine Stadt sucht einen Morder bis zu neuen Produktionen
wie Fargo? Jackie Brown oder Acht Frauen. Das E-Book enthalt die Texte der gleichnamigen
UB-Ausgabe (ISBN: 978-3-15-018408-0).

witness for the prosecution by agatha christie: Some Like It Wilder Gene D. Phillips,
2010-02-05 A biography of the six-time Oscar-winning director of films like Some Like It Hot and
Double Indemnity, featuring analysis of his work. Although his career spanned fifty years and
included more than fifty films, Austrian-American film director Billy Wilder (1906-2002) may be best
known for the legendary shot of Marilyn Monroe’s dress billowing over a subway grating in The
Seven Year Itch (1955). This “shot seen round the world” is representative not only of Hollywood’s
golden era of cinema but also of one of its most prolific and brilliant directors. Wilder, whose
filmography includes such classics as Sunset Boulevard (1950), Sabrina (1954), Witness for the
Prosecution (1957), and Some Like It Hot (1959), is often remembered for his versatility, biting wit,
and passion for challenging social and moral conventions. Author Gene D. Phillips departs from the
traditional biography in Some Like It Wilder, offering new insights into the acclaimed director’s
professional and private life. In preparation for the book, Phillips conducted personal interviews with
Wilder and other key players from the legendary director’s life and times. Phillips’s unique
combination of analysis and biographical detail brings Wilder to life, as both an artist and man.
Phillips traces Wilder’s path from Berlin, where he worked as a scriptwriter for one of the city’s
largest studios, to Hollywood, where he would quickly establish himself as a premier film director.
Forming a partnership with writer-producer Charles Brackett, Wilder directed the classic films Five
Graves to Cairo (1943), Double Indemnity (1945), and The Lost Weekend (1945), which earned
Academy Awards for best picture, best director, and best screenplay. During the 1960s, Wilder
continued to direct and produce controversial comedies, including Kiss Me Stupid (1964) and The
Apartment (1960). The Apartment brought Wilder another round of Oscars for best picture, best
director, and best screenplay. Wilder’s maverick approach and independent artistic vision pushed



boundaries and ensured his legacy as one of the Hollywood greats. Sharply written, Some Like It
Wilder serves as a comprehensive companion to Wilder’s films, offering a personalized and heartfelt
account of the life and genius of this compelling director. Praise for Some Like It Wilder “Featuring
Gene D. Phillips’ unique, in-depth critical approach, Some Like It Wilder . . . provides a
groundbreaking overview of a filmmaking icon . . . . This definitive biography reveals that Wilder
was, and remains, one of the most influential directors in filmmaking.” —Turner Classic Movies
“[Phillips] goes beyond the surface and deep into the complex mind and soul of the famous film
director . . . . This book is, in my view, definitive.” —Vincent LoBrutto, author of Martin Scorsese: A
Biography

witness for the prosecution by agatha christie: Witness for the Prosecution and Other Plays
, 1954

witness for the prosecution by agatha christie: The Bedside, Bathtub & Armchair
Companion to Agatha Christie Dick Riley, Pam McAllister, Bruce Cassiday, 2001-09-01 Over
400,000 copies sold! If you are a mystery buff, an Agatha Christie fan, an occasional Christie reader
or an acquaintance of any of the above, this book is for you and all your fortunate friends The
Bedside, Bathtub & Armchair Companion to Agatha Christie, on the 25th anniversary of Agatha
Christie's death, continues as a grand salute to the queen of mysteries. It is filled with wonderful and
surprising things about her books, her characters, the movies and plays based on them, and Dame
Agatha herself. Original contributions by some sixty writers celebrate the Christie touch. Take your
pick among thse intriguing features and speculations: -Surviving an English country weekend - if you
had the advice of Hercule Poirot - A guide to the Christie poisions, as well as the cruder methods of
genteel mayhem - The other Agatha Christie who wrote romantic novels - A murder victim's (!)
first-person account of a Christie Mystery Weekend - The Hercule Poirot Double-Crostic and other
puzzles That's a taste. There's much more - and witty plot summaries of all Christie's novels, plays,
and many of her short stories. (But no endings, of course!) This treasury is more than entertainment
- it is also a personal reference work for Christie fans. And there are scores of movie posters, film
stills, illustrations and a Christie mystery map, too.

witness for the prosecution by agatha christie: The Big Book of Reel Murders Otto
Penzler, 2019-10-22 Edgar Award-winning editor Otto Penzler's new anthology rolls out the red
carpet for the stories that Hollywood is made of. A Vintage Crime/Black Lizard Original. Lights!
Camera! Action! The latest book in the Big Book series takes us behind the curtain to uncover the
stories that became some of the greatest films of the silver screen. There's the W. Somerset
Maugham short story that inspired Hitchcock's Secret Agent; Robert Louis Stevenson's horrifying
tale that was later turned into the iconic movie The Body Snatcher, starring Bela Lugosi and Boris
Karloff; Sir Ian Fleming's From a View to a Kill, later one of Roger Moore's greatest Bond films; and
Cyclists' Raid, the short story that formed the basis for the legendary Brando film The Wild One.
Otto Penzler delivers the director's cut on these classic short stories and the films they gave rise to.
So grab your Sno-Caps and a jumbo box of popcorn and curl up with these cinematic tales from the
likes of Agatha Christie, Dennis Lehane, Joyce Carol Oates, Dashiell Hammett, O. Henry, Edgar Allan
Poe, and Arthur Conan Doyle.
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