rite of baptism

Rite of Baptism: Understanding Its Meaning, Tradition, and Significance

Rite of baptism is one of the most profound and ancient ceremonies within
Christianity, symbolizing spiritual cleansing, rebirth, and initiation into
the faith community. Whether performed on infants or adults, this sacred
ritual carries deep theological meaning and has evolved in practice across
different denominations and cultures. Exploring the rite of baptism reveals
not only its religious significance but also its cultural and social
dimensions that continue to resonate with believers worldwide.

The Historical Roots of the Rite of Baptism

The practice of baptism dates back to the early days of Christianity, rooted
in Jewish purification rites and the baptism of Jesus by John the Baptist. In
the New Testament, baptism is portrayed as a sacrament of initiation,
representing repentance, forgiveness of sins, and a new life in Christ. Over
centuries, the rite of baptism became formalized within church tradition,
varying in form and theology among different Christian groups.

From Jewish Rituals to Christian Sacrament

Before Christianity, Jewish purification rituals involved washing with water
as a symbol of cleansing. John the Baptist’s call for repentance and his
baptism by immersion prepared the way for Jesus, who himself was baptized as
a sign of obedience and spiritual renewal. Early Christians adopted baptism
as a rite of entry into the church, emphasizing its role in salvation and
rebirth.

Development Through the Early Church

In the first few centuries, baptism was typically performed on adult converts
following a period of catechesis or instruction. The rite often involved full
immersion in water, symbolizing death to sin and resurrection in Christ. Over
time, infant baptism gained prominence, highlighting the belief in original
sin and the need for grace from an early age.

The Ceremony and Elements of the Rite of



Baptism

While the exact form of the rite of baptism varies, several core elements are
widely recognized across Christian traditions. These components work together
to convey the spiritual transformation and communal welcome that baptism
signifies.

Key Components of the Baptismal Rite

Water: Central to the ritual, water symbolizes purification and new
life. It may be poured over the head (affusion), sprinkled, or used for
full immersion.

e Invocation of the Trinity: The baptism is performed “in the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit,” affirming the Christian
belief in the Triune God.

e Profession of Faith: Either the individual being baptized or their
sponsors/parents profess faith, affirming belief in Christ and the
church.

e Sign of the Cross: Often made on the forehead, this symbolizes Christ’s
victory over sin and death.

e Anointing and Garments: Some traditions include anointing with oil and
the presentation of a white garment, symbolizing purity and new
identity.

Variations Across Denominations

The rite of baptism looks different depending on the Christian tradition. For
example, Roman Catholics, Orthodox Christians, and many Protestants practice
infant baptism, while Baptists and Pentecostals generally emphasize
believer’s baptism—baptizing only those old enough to consciously profess
faith. The mode of water application also varies; immersion is common in
Orthodox and Baptist churches, while pouring or sprinkling is more frequent
in Catholic and some Protestant liturgies.

The Spiritual and Social Significance of the



Rite of Baptism

Beyond its ritualistic elements, baptism carries deep spiritual meaning and
social implications within Christian communities. It marks a pivotal moment
in a believer’'s faith journey and often involves family and communal
celebration.

Spiritual Rebirth and Forgiveness

Baptism symbolizes dying to the old self and being spiritually reborn through
Christ. It represents the washing away of sins and the reception of God’s
grace. For many Christians, baptism is not only a public declaration of faith
but also a moment of profound personal transformation.

Incorporation into the Christian Community

The rite of baptism is also an initiation ceremony, welcoming individuals
into the body of Christ—the church community. It signifies belonging,
responsibility, and participation in the life and mission of the church.
Sponsors or godparents often play a role during the ceremony, committing to
support the spiritual growth of the baptized person.

Cultural Traditions and Celebrations

In many cultures, baptism is accompanied by festive gatherings, gifts, and
rituals that extend beyond the church service. These customs help reinforce
the importance of the event within families and communities, creating lasting
memories and fostering a sense of shared faith heritage.

Preparing for the Rite of Baptism

Preparation for baptism involves both spiritual readiness and practical
arrangements. Whether for an infant or an adult, understanding the meaning
and expectations of the rite enhances the experience.

For Infant Baptism

Parents and godparents typically attend catechetical sessions or meetings
with clergy to learn about the significance of baptism and their roles
afterward. They often choose godparents who will help guide the child’s



spiritual development.

For Adult Baptism

Adults usually undergo a period of instruction known as catechumenate, which
includes learning about Christian beliefs, prayer, and participation in
church life. This process helps ensure that baptism is a deliberate and
informed commitment.

Practical Tips for a Meaningful Ceremony

Discuss the rite with your church leaders to understand specific
traditions and requirements.

Choose meaningful readings, prayers, or hymns to personalize the
ceremony.

Involve family and friends to create a supportive and joyful atmosphere.

Reflect beforehand on the spiritual significance to deepen your
connection to the ritual.

The Rite of Baptism in Contemporary Context

In today's diverse religious landscape, the rite of baptism continues to hold
relevance, adapting to modern sensibilities while retaining its core
symbolism.

Baptism and Identity in a Multicultural World

For many believers, baptism remains a defining moment of faith identity,
bridging cultural backgrounds and generations. It affirms a shared commitment
to values like love, forgiveness, and community, transcending social
differences.

Ecumenical Perspectives and Unity

Various Christian denominations increasingly recognize each other’s baptismal
rites, acknowledging the common foundation they share. This ecumenical



openness fosters dialogue and cooperation among churches, promoting unity
without erasing distinct traditions.

Challenges and Opportunities

Modern challenges include secularism and diverse spiritual expressions, which
sometimes lead to questioning traditional rituals. However, baptism still
offers an opportunity for personal and communal renewal, inviting people into
a transformative relationship with faith.

The rite of baptism remains a powerful symbol of new beginnings, faith, and
belonging—a timeless ceremony that continues to inspire and connect millions
around the globe. Whether experienced as a sacred family celebration or a
profound personal commitment, baptism marks a journey that resonates deeply
in the heart of Christian life.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of the rite of baptism in
Christianity?

The rite of baptism signifies the believer's cleansing from sin, rebirth in
Christ, and initiation into the Christian community.

At what age is baptism typically performed?

Baptism can be performed at any age, but many denominations practice infant
baptism, while others prefer believer's baptism when the individual is old
enough to profess faith.

What are the essential elements of the baptismal
rite?

The essential elements include the use of water, the invocation of the Holy
Trinity (Father, Son, and Holy Spirit), and the declaration of faith or
acceptance of Christian beliefs.

Why is water used in the rite of baptism?

Water symbolizes purification and cleansing from sin, as well as new
spiritual life and rebirth.

Can baptism be repeated if someone changes



denominations?

Generally, baptism is considered a once-in-a-lifetime sacrament and is not
repeated, but some denominations may require rebaptism if the previous
baptism was not recognized.

What is the difference between infant baptism and
adult baptism?

Infant baptism involves baptizing babies to welcome them into the faith
community, while adult baptism occurs when a person consciously decides to
accept Christianity and be baptized.

Is baptism necessary for salvation according to
Christian beliefs?

Views vary; some traditions teach baptism is essential for salvation, while
others see it as an important but symbolic act of faith.

What role does godparent or sponsor play in the rite
of baptism?

Godparents or sponsors support the baptized person’s spiritual growth and
help guide them in their Christian faith.

Additional Resources

Rite of Baptism: An In-Depth Exploration of Its Significance and Practices

Rite of baptism stands as one of the most significant sacraments and
religious ceremonies across various Christian traditions. It symbolizes a
profound spiritual rebirth, marking an individual's entry into the faith
community. While rooted in ancient customs, the rite of baptism continues to
evolve, reflecting theological interpretations, denominational distinctions,
and cultural adaptations. This article delves into the multifaceted nature of
the rite of baptism, examining its historical origins, theological
underpinnings, ritual elements, and contemporary relevance.

Historical Origins and Theological Foundations

The rite of baptism traces its roots back to Jewish purification rites and
the ministry of John the Baptist, who baptized Jesus Christ in the River
Jordan. This act, documented in the New Testament, established baptism as a
foundational Christian sacrament. Theologically, baptism symbolizes the
washing away of original sin, spiritual cleansing, and new life in Christ.



Different Christian denominations interpret its significance in varied ways,
influencing how the ritual is practiced.

Early Christian Practices

In early Christianity, baptism was primarily administered to adult converts
following a period of catechesis. The ritual involved full immersion in
water, symbolizing death to sin and resurrection to a new life. Over
centuries, infant baptism emerged as a widespread practice, emphasizing the
community’s role in nurturing faith from an early age. Archaeological and
textual evidence from the first few centuries AD illustrates this shift and
highlights the rite’s evolving forms.

Theological Variations Across Denominations

The rite of baptism is universally recognized among Christian traditions, yet
theological nuances differ:

e Catholicism: Views baptism as a sacrament that removes original sin and
initiates the baptized into the Church. Infant baptism is standard,
often followed by Confirmation and Eucharist.

e Eastern Orthodoxy: Practices full triple immersion and emphasizes
baptism as a mystery conferring the Holy Spirit and new birth.

* Protestantism: Holds diverse views, ranging from symbolic representation
of faith (Baptists) to sacramental grace (Lutherans and Anglicans). Some
denominations practice believer’s baptism exclusively.

e Other Christian Groups: Some, such as the Quakers, reject water baptism
entirely, focusing instead on spiritual baptism.

Ritual Elements and Symbolism in the Rite of
Baptism

The rite of baptism typically comprises several symbolic elements, each
carrying rich theological and spiritual significance. Understanding these
components illuminates why baptism remains a powerful rite within Christian
life.



Water: Cleansing and Renewal

Water is the central element of baptism. Whether administered by immersion,
affusion (pouring), or aspersion (sprinkling), water symbolizes purification,
the washing away of sin, and the believer’s rebirth. The mode of water
application often reflects denominational traditions—for example, Eastern
Orthodox baptism involves triple immersion, whereas Roman Catholics commonly
use pouring.

The Trinitarian Formula

A critical feature of the rite involves invoking the Holy Trinity: “In the
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.” This formula is
rooted in Jesus’ instructions in the Gospel of Matthew and underscores the
rite’s theological depth, affirming the baptized individual’s incorporation
into the triune God's family.

0il and Anointing

Many traditions incorporate anointing with oil, such as the chrism in
Catholic and Orthodox rites. This symbolizes the gift of the Holy Spirit and
marks the baptized person as consecrated for a life of faith and service.

White Garments and Candles

The newly baptized often wear white garments, symbolizing purity and new
life. The lighting of a baptismal candle represents the light of Christ and
the responsibility to live as a witness to the faith.

Contemporary Practices and Cultural Variations

The rite of baptism continues to adapt across cultures and contexts,
reflecting local customs and contemporary theological emphases.

Infant Baptism vs. Believer’s Baptism

Debates around the appropriate timing of baptism persist. Infant baptism is
prevalent in Catholic, Orthodox, and many Protestant churches, emphasizing
the community’s role in faith formation. Conversely, denominations like
Baptists advocate for believer’s baptism, requiring a personal confession of



faith prior to the rite.

Ecumenical Dialogues on Baptism

Efforts toward Christian unity have led to ecumenical dialogues aimed at
mutual recognition of baptismal validity. Many churches now accept baptisms
performed in other Christian traditions if conducted with water and the
Trinitarian formula, highlighting baptism’s role as a unifying sacrament.

Modern Adaptations and Settings

While traditional baptism often occurs in church settings, some communities
embrace alternative venues such as outdoor baptisms in natural bodies of
water, reflecting early Christian practices. Additionally, the rite has been
adapted for accessibility, including considerations for persons with
disabilities or in emergency situations.

Analyzing the Rite of Baptism: Pros, Cons, and
Cultural Impact

The rite of baptism carries profound spiritual and communal significance but
also prompts reflection on its implications in modern society.

Pros of the Rite of Baptism

e Spiritual Identity: Baptism provides a clear spiritual identity and
sense of belonging within a faith community.

e Ritual Continuity: It connects individuals to centuries of Christian
tradition, fostering continuity and shared heritage.

e Community Integration: Acts as a rite of initiation, integrating
individuals and families into church life.

Challenges and Criticisms

e Infant Baptism Debate: Critics argue infant baptism lacks personal



consent and may reduce the act to cultural conformity.

e Cultural Adaptation: Some question whether modern adaptations dilute the
rite’s theological depth.

e Interdenominational Disputes: Varying practices and understandings can
create barriers to Christian unity despite ecumenical efforts.

Cultural and Social Dimensions

In many societies, baptism transcends religious boundaries, becoming a social
milestone marked by celebrations and community gatherings. This dual
religious and cultural significance reinforces social bonds but also invites
scrutiny regarding the balance between sacred meaning and social custom.

The rite of baptism remains a dynamic and deeply meaningful practice within
Christianity. Its layers of symbolism, doctrinal significance, and cultural
expressions continue to inspire theological reflection and shape the faith
journeys of millions worldwide. As the Christian landscape evolves, the rite
adapts, ensuring its enduring relevance in both personal spirituality and
communal identity.

Rite Of Baptism

rite of baptism: The Symbolic Rite of Baptism William Cecil Duncan, 1860

rite of baptism: Guide for Celebrating Infant Baptism, Second Edition Timothy A.
Johnston (Liturgist), Paul Turner, Paul Radkowski, 2020-01-03 Celebrating Baptism well has the
potential to evangelize and transform a parish community so that their faith will be stirred,
deepened, and renewed. This second edition provides pastoral guidance for preparing joyful and
communal celebrations of infant Baptism within or outside Mass according to the newly translated
Order of Baptism of Children. It provides guidance for selecting Scripture readings, prayer texts,
and music; arranging the environment; scheduling ministers; and preparing liturgies that engage
and evangelize.

rite of baptism: Understanding the Sacraments of Initiation Randy Stice, 2017-04-03 Guiding
readers through the rites of Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist, Understanding the Sacraments of
Initiation explores the way in which the sacraments of Initiation affect and influence one’s daily
Christian life.

rite of baptism: Baptism Today Thomas F. Best, 2008 Our common belonging to Christ
through baptism creates a bond that transcends the historic and theological differences among the
churches; and the mutual recognition of baptism has emerged as a cornerstone of the modern
ecumenical movement. Yet significant differences--some threatening the search for the unity of the
Church--remain. This book explores the significance of baptism for the churches, and the ecumenical
movement, today. Descriptive articles explain the understanding and practice of baptism within a
wide range of Christian churches and confessions; these are complemented by baptismal liturgies
from many churches, examples of mutual recognition agreements, and reflections on topics such as
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the role of baptism in increasingly secularized societies. The volume is enhanced by survey articles
by prominent liturgists, reviewing the current opportunities--and challenges--facing the churches in
the area of baptism. This book will be an important resource for all who wish to explore the
understanding and practice of baptism, and its role in the life of the churches and of the ecumenical
movement today.

rite of baptism: New Commentary on the Code of Canon Law John P. Beal, James A.
Coriden, Thomas Joseph Green, 2000 A complete and updated commentary on the Code of Canon
Law prepared by the leading canonists of North America and Europe. Contains the full, newly
translated text of the Code itself as well as detailed commentaries by thirty-six scholars
commissioned by the Canon Law Society of America.

rite of baptism: The Shape of Baptism Aidan Kavanagh, 1991 A Pueblo book. Originally
published: New York : Pueblo Pub. Co., 1978. Includes bibliographical references (p. 205-215) and
index

rite of baptism: Tradition and Innovation: Baptismal Rite and Mystagogy in Theodore of
Mopsuestia and Narsai of Nisibis Nathan Witkamp, 2018-08-27 In Tradition and Innovation, Nathan
Witkamp convincingly argues that Narsai of Nisibis’ (d. ca. 503) baptismal rite and mystagogy, as
portrayed in his Liturgical Homilies 21-22, are much less dependent on Theodore of Mopsuestia (ca.
350-ca. 428) than scholars have previously supposed. Narsai’s baptismal rite turns out to represent a
particular East Syrian liturgical tradition, independent of Theodore. In his mystagogy, Narsai uses
Theodore’s Baptismal Homilies 1-3 as just one source among others to create the artwork he desires.
This detailed comparative study contributes to our understanding of rite and mystagogy in Theodore
and Narsai within the broader early Syrian context, as well as to the reception of Theodore by
Narsai and the East Syrian Church.

rite of baptism: A Compend of Baptism William Hamilton, 1882

rite of baptism: The Shaping of the Reformed Baptismal Rite in the Sixteenth Century Hughes
Oliphant Old, 1992-04 This is a print on demand book and is therefore non- returnable. This
meticulously researched book recounts how the early sixteenth-century Reformers, steering a course
between the old Latin rites on the one hand and the Anabaptist movement on the other, developed a
baptismal service that they understood to be reformed according to Scripture. Hughes Oliphant
Old's study shows the Reformed baptismal rite to be well thought out, pastorally sensitive, and
theologically profound.

rite of baptism: The Rite of Baptism for Children Various, 2002-07 A handsomely bound,
silver-stamped book, the Ritual Edition contains the basic texts for the rite of baptism plus the
optional texts for various situations. This edition has been updated with the readings from the
Lectionary for Mass. It features the official rite for one child and for several children; parts clearly
marked for the celebrant, parents, and godparents; an explanation of the sacrament; and
appropriate Scripture readings. The Ritual Edition contains large, easy-to-read type and is printed in
two colors to help distinguish the parts for the celebrant, parents, and godparents. Ribbon markers
assure easy use. The Ritual Edition includes the Decree of the Sacred Congregation for Divine
Worship, Christian Initiation: General Introduction, Baptism of Children: Introduction, Chapter I:
Rite of Baptism for Several Children, Chapter II: Rite of Baptism for One Child, Chapter III: Rite of
Baptism for a large Number of Children, Chapter IV: Rite of Baptism for Children Administered by a
Catechist When No Priest or Deacon Is Available, Chapter V: Rite of Baptism for Children in Danger
of Death When No Priest or Deacon Is Available, Chapter VI: Rite of Bringing a Baptized Child to the
Church, Chapter VII: Various Texts for Use in the Celebration of Baptism for Children, and Litany of
Saints.

rite of baptism: Sacraments of Initiation Liam G. Walsh, 2011

rite of baptism: Aufgabe und Durchfiihrung einer Theologie des Neuen Testaments
Cilliers Breytenbach, Jorg Frey, 2007 English summary: The authority, task, structure and
implementation of New Testament theology are the subject of current debates. Some authors look
for alternatives in terms of a history of early Christian religion or theology, whereas others search



for the unity of New Testament theology within the diversity of early Christian concepts. The articles
in this volume focus on these crucial issues. They deal with aspects of the history of scholarship,
include ecumenical perspectives and open the debate in the direction of systematic theology. The
discussion focuses on the recent two-volume work entitled New Testament Theology, written by
Ferdinand Hahn. German description: Berechtigung, Aufgabe, Aufbau und Durchfuhrung einer
Theologie des Neuen Testaments sind auch nach uber 200 Jahren der Diskussion heftig umstritten.
Wahrend die einen nach religions- oder theologiegeschichtlichen Alternativen einer solchen
Gesamtdarstellung der neutestamentlichen Wissenschaft suchen, fragen andere Autoren dezidiert
nach der Einheit der neutestamentlichen Theologie in der Vielfalt der Entwurfe. Die Autoren der
Beitrage dieses Sammelbandes erortern die strittigen Fragen in internationaler und okumenischer
Perspektive und im Gesprach mit der Systematischen Theologie. Neben einigen programmatischen
Entwurfen steht dabei die 2002 erschienene Theologie des Neuen Testaments von Ferdinand Hahn
im Brennpunkt der Diskussion.

rite of baptism: An Inquiry Into the Nature and Prospects of the Adamite Race. As
Viewed in Connection with the Scheme of Christianity Anonymous, 2025-08-02 Reprint of the
original, first published in 1838. The Antigonos publishing house specialises in the publication of
reprints of historical books. We make sure that these works are made available to the public in good
condition in order to preserve their cultural heritage.

rite of baptism: An inquiry into the nature and prospects of the Adamite race: as viewed in

connection with the scheme of Christianity Adamite race, 1838
rite of baptism: Preaching Baptism James Bradley Shumard, 2023-07-18 A guide to

communicating the power and significance of baptism. Although the sacrament of baptism is central
to Christian experience, it is usually only discussed in many churches when a baptism happens to be
occurring. In Preaching Baptism, priest and noted preacher James Bradley Shumard identifies ways
to reinforce baptismal values in the weekly liturgy, from the pulpit in sermons, as well as from other
teaching moments in the liturgy. Including chapters on preaching about baptism across the church
year, connecting the lectionary to baptism, baptismal vows, and more, this volume offers guidance to
clergy in keeping baptismal vocation at the core in every Sunday's sermon.

rite of baptism: Early and Medieval Rituals and Theologies of Baptism Bryan D. Spinks,
2017-03-02 Presenting a comprehensive survey of the historical underpinnings of baptismal liturgies
and theologies, Bryan Spinks presents an ecumenically and geographically wide-ranging survey and
discussion of contemporary baptismal rites, practice and reflection, and sacramental theology.
Writing within a clear chronological framework, Bryan Spinks presents two simultaneous volumes on
Baptismal Liturgy and Theology. In the first volume, Early and Medieval Rituals and Theologies of
Baptism, Bryan Spinks summarizes the understandings of baptism in the New Testament and the
development of baptismal reflection and liturgical rites throughout Syrian, Egyptian, Roman and
African regions. He focuses particularly on the Homilies of Chrysostom, Cyril of Jerusalem, Theodore
and Ambrose, the post-nicene rites and commentaries, and the impact of medieval theologies of
baptism and Augustinian theology with reference to Western understanding. In the second volume,
Reformation and Modern Rituals and Theologies of Baptism, Spinks traces developments through
the Reformation, liturgies in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, and explores important new
ecumenical perspectives on developments of twentiethth-century sacramental discussion.

rite of baptism: The Impact of Bodily Experience on Paul’s Resurrection Theology
Kai-Hsuan Chang, 2021-09-23 Kai-Hsuan Chang engages with the longstanding scholarly debate
concerning the development of Paul's resurrection theology, by investigating the correlation
between his bodily experiences and his diverse articulations about resurrection. Drawing on insights
from cognitive linguistics, Chang considers Paul's ideas about resurrection as fundamentally
grounded in recurrent patterns of bodily experience, arguing that such experience of some religious
activities in Paul's time-death rites, spirit possession, and baptism-contributed to the formation and
development of his resurrection theology. Chang demonstrates that developments in Paul's ideas
about “bodily transformation at resurrection” - reflected in 1 Corinthians 15 - resulted from a change



in the experiential patterns on which his new idea is constructed, rather than “transformation during
heavenly ascent” as seen in Jewish traditions of resurrection. He thus applies cognitive linguistic
tools to two considerations; first, whether Paul had contextual reasons to generate his innovation in
1 Corinthians 15, and second, whether Paul's innovation recurred or had continual effects in
Christian groups. In so doing, Chang shows that Paul's innovation directly addressed a contextual
issue of death rites in Corinth and exerted a continuing effect on Paul's later ideas of transformation,
spirit possession, and baptism.

rite of baptism: Reformation and Modern Rituals and Theologies of Baptism Bryan D.
Spinks, 2006 This second of two volumes, surveying the historical underpinnings of baptismal
liturgies and theologies, traces developments through the Reformation, liturgies in the 18th and
19th centuries, and explores important new ecumenical perspectives on developments of 20th
Century sacramental discussion. Present practices of Baptists, Amish, as well as Methodist, Roman
Catholic, Lutheran, Reformed and Anglican denominations are also examined.

rite of baptism: Celebrating the Rites of Initiation James F. Turrell, 2025-05-06 The
definitive guide to the practice of rites of initiation in the church, revised and updated to reflect the
changes of the 2022 Book of Occasional Services. In a new and updated edition, James Turrell offers
a guide to the celebration of the rites of baptism, confirmation, and communion. He provides readers
with notes and background thinking on planning the ideal time to undergo these important rituals.
Through careful guidance, Turrell leads clergy members and other church leaders through the steps
of major Christian ceremonies. Reflecting a more inclusive society, he writes on recent changes to
the catechumenate and the restructuring of rites for preparing for confirmation or reception. This
new edition is revised to included updated information from the 2022 Book of Occasional Services.

rite of baptism: Committed Worship: Adult conversion and initiation Donald L. Gelpi, 1993
Volume II develops a sacramental theology that addresses the needs of all adult Christians. The
chapters on Marriage show how conversion both humanizes and Christianizes human sexuality,
providing the context for a foundational rethinking of the meaning of the context for a foundational
rethinking of the meaning of Christian Marriage. The discussion of Orders examines the
responsibilities of ordained leaders and throws light on the rise of clericalism and on the meaning of
priestly identity and ministry, in addition to clarifying the relationship between the priesthood of the
laity and that of the ordained. A discussion of Christian nurture explains the practical and theoretical
meaning of infant Baptism. This volume also examines the three sacraments that most foster
ongoing conversion: Reconciliation, Anointing and Eucharist. After situating each of these rituals in
its Biblical and historical setting, the author shows how each contributes to ongoing Christian
conversion.
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