
history of the wnba

The Evolution and Legacy: A Deep Dive into the History of the WNBA

history of the wnba is a fascinating journey that reflects not only the growth of women's professional
basketball but also broader cultural shifts in sports, gender equality, and media representation. Since its
inception in the mid-1990s, the Women’s National Basketball Association (WNBA) has grown from a fledgling
league into a significant platform showcasing top female basketball talent and inspiring generations of
athletes and fans worldwide. Let’s explore how the WNBA came to be, the milestones that shaped its path, and
why its story continues to captivate basketball enthusiasts today.

The Birth of the WNBA: Breaking New Ground

To truly understand the history of the WNBA, it’s crucial to go back to the early 1990s, a time when
women’s basketball was gaining traction but lacked a major professional league in the United States. While
the NCAA women’s basketball scene was thriving, female players who wanted to continue their careers after
college had limited options.

The NBA’s Vision and Launch in 1996

In 1996, the National Basketball Association (NBA) officially announced plans to create a women’s
professional league, signaling a monumental step forward. The WNBA was established as a sister league to
the NBA, with the first official season kicking off in 1997. The original eight teams were strategically located
in cities with strong basketball followings, such as New York, Houston, and Los Angeles.

The WNBA’s creation wasn’t just about sports; it was a cultural moment that underscored the growing
demand for women’s professional sports and the recognition of female athletes’ talents on a national level.
The league aimed to provide a platform for the best female basketball players to compete professionally in the
United States, reducing the need for players to seek opportunities overseas.

Early Challenges and Triumphs

Launching a new professional sports league is never easy, and the WNBA faced its share of obstacles. From
securing television deals and sponsorships to building a dedicated fan base, the league had to prove its viability
in a crowded sports market.

Building a Fan Base and Media Presence

In the league’s formative years, the WNBA worked hard to attract attention. Television coverage by ESPN
and NBC helped bring games into millions of homes, while star players like Lisa Leslie and Sheryl Swoopes became
household names. Their skill, charisma, and leadership helped the league gain respect and legitimacy.

Financial Hurdles and Growth

Financial sustainability was a constant concern during the early seasons. The WNBA operated with relatively
modest salaries compared to male counterparts, and many players supplemented their income by playing
overseas during the offseason. However, the league’s commitment to growth and community engagement slowly



paid off, with attendance gradually increasing and sponsorship deals improving.

Notable Milestones in the History of the WNBA

Over the years, the WNBA has experienced many key moments that have significantly shaped its trajectory.
These milestones highlight the league’s evolution and its broader impact on sports and society.

Introduction of Expansion Teams

Starting with just eight teams, the league expanded over the next decade to include franchises like the Seattle
Storm, Minnesota Lynx, and Atlanta Dream. Expansion helped spread the league’s reach geographically and
introduced new fan bases to women’s professional basketball.

Record-Breaking Performances and Rivalries

The history of the WNBA is rich with memorable games and rivalries. Stars like Diana Taurasi, Sue Bird, and
Candace Parker have dazzled fans with their talent and competitive spirit. These athletes have pushed the level
of play higher, proving that women’s basketball can be as thrilling and intense as any sport.

Collective Bargaining and Player Empowerment

The WNBA has seen significant developments in labor relations, including collective bargaining agreements that
have improved player salaries, benefits, and working conditions. The 2020 CBA, for example, was a landmark
deal that increased minimum salaries and provided better maternity and childcare support, reflecting the
league’s commitment to player welfare.

The WNBA’s Role in Social Change

Beyond the hardwood, the WNBA has become a powerful platform for social activism and change. Players and
the league as a whole have used their visibility to advocate for racial justice, gender equality, LGBTQ+
rights, and more.

Players as Activists

Prominent WNBA athletes have been outspoken leaders in social justice movements, often using their platform
to raise awareness and demand change. Campaigns such as “Say Her Name” and advocacy during the Black Lives
Matter protests have showcased the league’s dedication to issues beyond sports.

Community Engagement and Influence

The WNBA’s community programs emphasize empowerment and youth development, particularly for young girls
interested in sports. By promoting education, health, and leadership, the league helps cultivate the next
generation of athletes and advocates.



The Future of the WNBA: Growth and Global Impact

Looking ahead, the history of the WNBA is still being written. The league continues to innovate, expand, and
elevate women’s basketball on a global scale.

International Talent and Global Reach

The WNBA increasingly attracts top international players, enriching the league’s diversity and talent pool.
This global presence also helps grow the sport’s popularity worldwide, inspiring young athletes across
continents.

Technological Integration and Fan Engagement

Advances in technology have allowed the WNBA to reach fans through digital platforms, social media, and
streaming services. This accessibility is crucial for building a loyal and engaged fan base that supports the
league’s long-term success.

Increased Investment and Sponsorship

With growing viewership and cultural relevance, the WNBA is attracting more investment from major brands
and sponsors. These partnerships are vital for improving player compensation, facilities, and marketing efforts.

Exploring the history of the WNBA reveals a compelling narrative of perseverance, progress, and passion. From
its modest beginnings to becoming a beacon of excellence and activism in sports, the WNBA continues to inspire
and entertain, proving that women’s basketball holds a permanent and vital place in the world of professional
athletics.

Frequently Asked Questions

When was the WNBA founded?

The WNBA was founded in 1996 and began play in 1997 as the women's counterpart to the NBA.

Who was the first commissioner of the WNBA?

Val Ackerman was the first commissioner of the WNBA, serving from 1996 to 2005.

Which team won the inaugural WNBA Championship?

The Houston Comets won the inaugural WNBA Championship in 1997.

How has the WNBA evolved since its inception?

Since its inception, the WNBA has expanded its number of teams, increased its fan base, improved player salaries,
and gained more media coverage and sponsorships.



Who are some of the most notable players in WNBA history?

Notable WNBA players include Lisa Leslie, Sheryl Swoopes, Diana Taurasi, Sue Bird, and Candace Parker.

What was significant about the 2020 WNBA season?

The 2020 WNBA season was significant because it was played in a bubble at IMG Academy due to the
COVID-19 pandemic, and the league also focused on social justice initiatives.

How has the WNBA impacted women's sports in the United States?

The WNBA has greatly impacted women's sports by providing a professional platform for female athletes,
inspiring young girls, and promoting gender equality in sports.

Which WNBA team has won the most championships?

The Houston Comets have won the most WNBA championships, securing four titles from 1997 to 2000.

When did the WNBA introduce its current playoff format?

The WNBA introduced its current playoff format in 2016, featuring single-elimination games in the early
rounds and a best-of-five series in the finals.

What role has the WNBA played in advancing social justice?

The WNBA has been a leader in social justice, with players and the league actively supporting causes such as
racial equality, LGBTQ+ rights, and voter engagement.

Additional Resources
History of the WNBA: Tracing the Evolution of Women's Professional Basketball

history of the wnba offers a compelling narrative about the growth, challenges, and triumphs of women's
professional basketball in the United States. Since its inception in the mid-1990s, the Women's National
Basketball Association (WNBA) has developed into a prominent sports league, championing female athletes and
carving a vital space in the traditionally male-dominated arena of professional basketball. Understanding the
WNBA's journey provides invaluable insights into the broader cultural shifts, sports business dynamics, and
ongoing efforts toward gender equity in athletics.

Origins and Foundational Years

The origins of the WNBA trace back to a growing demand for a professional women's basketball league that
could parallel the success and popularity of the National Basketball Association (NBA). Prior to the
WNBA, women's basketball existed primarily at collegiate and amateur levels, with limited professional
opportunities. The 1990s, however, witnessed a surge in interest following the 1996 Summer Olympics in
Atlanta, where the U.S. women's basketball team captured gold and captivated audiences with their skill and
charisma.

In 1996, the NBA announced the creation of the WNBA, with the league’s inaugural season commencing in 1997.
This launch was a landmark moment in the history of women's sports, marking the first time a major
professional basketball league for women was backed by a significant sports organization. The WNBA started
with eight teams, including the New York Liberty, Houston Comets, and Los Angeles Sparks, each affiliated



with NBA franchises to leverage existing infrastructure and fan bases.

Early Challenges and Breakthroughs

The WNBA’s early years were characterized by both enthusiasm and obstacles. On one hand, the league
benefited from substantial NBA support, media attention, and the presence of pioneering athletes such as
Cynthia Cooper, Sheryl Swoopes, and Lisa Leslie. These players not only elevated the competitive standard
but also served as role models inspiring young women nationwide.

On the other hand, the league faced significant challenges: lower attendance figures compared to the NBA,
limited television coverage, and skepticism about the commercial viability of women's professional basketball.
Despite these hurdles, the WNBA gradually carved out its niche, showcasing fast-paced, skillful basketball
and fostering community engagement.

Growth and Development Through the 2000s

The first decade of the 2000s marked a period of expansion and consolidation for the WNBA. The league grew
from its original eight teams to 16 at its peak, reflecting increasing interest and investment. The Houston
Comets dominated the early era, winning the first four WNBA championships (1997-2000), setting a standard
of excellence.

Broadcast deals improved, and the WNBA's presence on networks like ESPN and ABC provided more consistent
exposure. The league's marketing efforts began to emphasize not only athleticism but also the diverse stories
and personalities of its players. Stars like Dawn Staley, Tamika Catchings, and Sue Bird became household
names, helping to broaden the league’s appeal.

However, the WNBA also faced contraction in the mid-2000s, with several teams folding or relocating due to
financial difficulties. This period highlighted the ongoing tension between growth ambitions and the realities of
sports economics within women’s professional leagues.

Impact of the WNBA on Women’s Basketball and Society

The history of the WNBA is inseparable from its broader cultural impact. The league has been a critical
platform advocating for gender equity in sports, pushing boundaries related to pay equity, media
representation, and athlete empowerment. Additionally, the WNBA has played an influential role in social
justice movements, with players actively engaging in campaigns addressing racial equality, LGBTQ+ rights, and
mental health awareness.

Athletically, the WNBA has raised the profile of women’s basketball globally. Many international players
have joined the league, enriching its competitive landscape and fostering cross-cultural exchanges. The WNBA’s
visibility has also influenced youth participation rates in girls' basketball, reinforcing a pipeline of talent for
future generations.

Modern Era: Innovation, Challenges, and Future Prospects

In recent years, the WNBA has experienced renewed momentum. The league’s 25th anniversary in 2021 was
celebrated with record-breaking viewership and increased corporate sponsorships. Partnership deals with major
brands and enhanced digital engagement strategies reflect a modern approach to sports marketing tailored to
contemporary audiences.



The 2020s also brought heightened conversations around player compensation. While WNBA salaries remain
modest compared to their NBA counterparts, recent collective bargaining agreements have improved pay, travel
conditions, and healthcare benefits, signaling progress toward professional sustainability.

Key Innovations and Strategic Initiatives

Several innovations have helped the WNBA adapt and thrive in a competitive sports entertainment market:

Expanded Media Coverage: Streaming platforms and social media have broadened the league’s reach,
attracting younger and more diverse fans.

Enhanced Player Branding: Players now cultivate personal brands through endorsements and social
activism, elevating their profiles beyond the court.

Community Engagement: The league’s initiatives include youth programs, charity partnerships, and
educational campaigns promoting physical wellness and equality.

These efforts align with global trends prioritizing athlete voices and fan interaction, positioning the WNBA as
a forward-thinking organization.

Comparative Perspectives: WNBA vs. Other Women’s Sports Leagues

Analyzing the WNBA alongside other professional women’s sports leagues, such as the National Women’s
Soccer League (NWSL) and professional tennis circuits, reveals unique strengths and challenges. The WNBA
benefits from NBA affiliation, providing infrastructural support and brand recognition. However, it competes in
a crowded sports market where visibility remains a constant challenge.

Relative to tennis or soccer, basketball offers a fast-paced, viewer-friendly format conducive to broadcast
and digital platforms. Nonetheless, the WNBA’s financial model is still evolving, with ongoing debates about
revenue sharing and investment necessary to reach parity with men’s leagues.

Conclusion: The Enduring Legacy of the WNBA

The history of the WNBA is a testament to resilience, innovation, and the pursuit of equity in sports. From its
modest beginnings in 1997 to its current status as a vital component of professional basketball culture, the
league has continually adapted to challenges while inspiring countless athletes and fans. The WNBA’s
evolution not only charts the progress of women’s basketball but also reflects broader societal shifts
toward inclusivity and recognition of diverse athletic talent.

Looking ahead, the WNBA’s trajectory will depend on sustaining growth, enhancing player support, and
deepening fan engagement. As the league continues to make strides in global influence and social impact, it
remains a powerful example of how sports can transcend entertainment to become a catalyst for change.
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  history of the wnba: Great African-American Women in America history vol II Henry Epps,
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2012-09-04 great african american women in america history vol II continues talking about the great
contributions of the great women of color!
  history of the wnba: A Brief History of Women's Basketball KJ Smith, 2025-04-15 Breaking
Barriers and Changing the Game Discover the inspiring journey of women’s basketball with The
Story of Women's Basketball, a powerful look at the athletes, coaches, and visionaries who have
elevated the game and shattered glass ceilings. From its early days as a modified version of men’s
basketball to the fierce competition on the world stage, this book tells the story of how women’s
basketball rose to prominence and became a platform for talent, resilience, and equality. In The
Story of Women's Basketball, readers will explore pivotal moments and groundbreaking
achievements, from the first college games in the early 20th century to the establishment of the
WNBA and beyond. Meet the trailblazers like Senda Berenson, who introduced the game to women,
and legends such as Cheryl Miller, Lisa Leslie, and Sue Bird, who redefined what was possible on
the court. This book captures the triumphs, challenges, and legacy of players who’ve not only
dominated the game but used their platforms to fight for gender equity and social change.
  history of the wnba: Great African-American Women in America history Vol I Henry
Epps, 2012-09-04 great african-american women in america history I explores the great
contributions made by distinguish women of color!
  history of the wnba: Encyclopedia of Sports Management and Marketing Linda E.
Swayne, Mark Dodds, 2011-08-08 This four-volume set introduces, on the management side,
principles and procedures of economics, budgeting and finance; leadership; governance;
communication; business law and ethics; and human resources practices; all in the sports context.
On the marketing side this reference resource explores two broad streams: marketing of sport and
of sport-related products (promoting a particular team or selling team- and sport-related
merchandise, for example), and using sports as a platform for marketing non-sports products, such
as celebrity endorsements of a particular brand of watch or the corporate sponsorship of a tennis
tournament. Together, these four volumes offer a comprehensive and authoritative overview of the
state of sports management and marketing today, providing an invaluable print or online resource
for student researchers.
  history of the wnba: Great Achievements by African-American Women vol II Henry Epps,
2012-08-29 Great achievements by african american women is the second installment into this series
highlighting the many achievements by outstanding african american women in america.
  history of the wnba: Basketball Math Jack A. Coffland, David A. Coffland, 2006 Basketball
themed activities and projects cover math skills relating to whole numbers, decimals, ratios,
percents, geometry, fractions, measurements, graphing, data analysis, statistics, and charts.
  history of the wnba: Slam Dunk Success: The WNBA’s Breakout Season Alex Jones,
2024-07-08 Ever wondered why the WNBA doesn’t get the same spotlight as the NBA? Does the
complexity of basketball strategies elude you? “Slam Dunk Success: The WNBA’s Breakout Season”
answers with a resounding “Yes, you can understand and love this game!” Discover the exhilarating
journey of the WNBA’s most pivotal season. This book is a treasure trove for fans, offering: Insights
into the game’s nuances Strategies used by top coaches Inspirational stories of players who defied
odds Why is this book a slam dunk for those eager to learn more about women’s basketball? Detailed
analysis of game-changing moments Exclusive interviews with players and coaches
Behind-the-scenes look at the league’s evolution By turning these pages, you’ll gain: A deeper
appreciation for the sport Practical knowledge to enhance your viewing experience Motivation from
the athletes’ dedication and passion #CourtQueens: Celebrate the women who rule the court!
#GameChangers: Learn how the WNBA is revolutionizing sports! #SportsEmpowerment: Empower
yourself through the power of sports! Join the legion of WNBA enthusiasts who’ve found joy and
inspiration in the sport. Grab your copy of “Slam Dunk Success” and become part of the movement
that’s reshaping basketball culture!
  history of the wnba: Basketball Biographies for Kids Matt Chandler, 2024-05-14 Get to know
the game with inspiring basketball player biographies for ages 8 to 12 Basketball is filled with



inspiring stories of world-class athletes working hard and overcoming challenges to shine on the
court. Discover the most talented players from each position with Basketball Biographies for Kids!
This lineup shows you what it takes to be a WNBA or NBA superstar with the amazing stories, stats,
and achievements of the best players from the last 60 years. Legends of the leagues — Learn about
the players who changed the game, like Lebron James, Kawhi Leonard, and Sue Bird. Key career
stats — Each biography covers the player's history, as well as important info like games played,
points, rebounds, assists, and blocks. Draft your own all-star team — Evaluate the statistics and
create your fantasy team by filling out the blank sheet at the back of the book. Brush up on your
basketball knowledge with the ultimate, slam-dunk collection of sports biographies!
  history of the wnba: The NBA Story Rich Mintzer, Eric Mintzer, 2020-05-26 The NBA Story will
help you understand and adopt the competitive strategies, workplace culture, and daily business
practices that enabled the exciting basketball league to become the powerhouse it is today. Today’s
NBA is filled with larger-than-life figures, like LeBron James, James Harden and Stephen Curry, who
effortlessly dominate the courts. But it wasn’t always so glamorous. The multi-billion-dollar league
has grown from humble roots into a sports powerhouse that is loved around the world due to savvy
digital marketing and a global focus. Thanks to the popularity of individual players and team
rivalries, the NBA has survived league mergers and financial crisis. Teams have earned the respect
of millions of loyal fans who are dedicated to the success of every organization within the league.
Through the story of the NBA, you’ll learn: How to keep a dream alive when it seems like no one
wants to see it come true. How a company can find their way out of a financial crisis. How
presentation is the secret sauce to the success of any show. And how a company can build a loyal
fanbase who will do anything to keep them on top. Discover how this iconic organization got it right
and created a successful long-lasting business, and how you can do the same for your company.
  history of the wnba: Sport Marketing Bernard J. Mullin, Stephen Hardy, William A. Sutton,
2018-10-30 Sport Marketing, Fourth Edition With Web Study Guide, has been streamlined and
updated to keep pace with the latest information and issues in the competitive world of sport
marketing. This text maintains its position as the best-selling and original text in the field,
continuing to direct students to a better understanding of the theoretical backbone that makes sport
marketing such a unique and vibrant subject to study. Using the new full-color format and
companion web study guide, students will stay engaged as they explore how fans, players, coaches,
the media, and companies interact to drive the sport industry. Heavily updated with more
contributions from industry professionals and emphasis on social media platforms that have
revolutionized the field in recent years, this edition contains practical material that prepares
students for careers in sport marketing. It also includes these updates: •A web study guide featuring
exclusive video interviews with industry professionals and accompanying activities that tie core
concepts and strategies from the book into applied situations •Instructor ancillaries enhanced by
gradable chapter quizzes that can be used with learning management systems •An attractive and
engaging full-color interior •Chapter objectives, opening scenarios, engaging sidebars, and photos
throughout the text that guide students in grasping important concepts •Wrap-Up, Activities, and
Your Marketing Plan sections at the end of each chapter that offer opportunities for self-assessment
and review The highly respected authors have long been recognized for their ability to define this
exciting field, combining academic study and current research with industry experience for an
unmatched learning experience for students preparing to enter the working world. The content in
this fourth edition of Sport Marketing has been reorganized to make it easier to use in the
classroom. Chapters 1 through 3 provide an overview of the field of sport marketing as an area of
study and profession. Chapters 4 and 5 teach students how to research and study the behaviors of
sport consumers, including an overview of marketing segmentation. Chapters 6 through 13 provide
extensive information on the nuts and bolts of the field, including the five Ps of sport marketing and
special sections on branding, sales and service, engagement and activation, community relations,
and social media. The final chapters explore legal issues, integration, and the future of sport
marketing. Instructors may also take advantage of the student web study guide and complete



package of ancillaries to enhance learning and presentation of core concepts. All materials,
including the web study guide, instructor guide, test package, presentation package plus image
bank, and LMS-compatible chapter quizzes, are available online. The world of sport marketing
continues to evolve. Sport Marketing, Fourth Edition With Web Study Guide, offers students a
complete view of the expansive field of sport, providing an understanding of the foundations of sport
marketing and how to enhance the sport experience.
  history of the wnba: Scholastic Year in Sports 2024 James Buckley, 2024-01-02 The ultimate
book for young sports fans is back with the past year's top sports stories. Look back on another year
in sports with Scholastic, featuring exciting and all-new coverage for 2023.Get up close and personal
with the top athletes in baseball, basketball, football, soccer, and more in this perfect book for sports
fanatics and newbies alike.
  history of the wnba: Routledge Handbook of the Business of Women's Sport Nancy Lough,
Andrea N. Geurin, 2019-05-21 Combining knowledge from sport management, marketing, media,
leadership, governance, and consumer behavior in innovative ways, this book goes further than any
other in surveying current theory and research on the business of women’s sport around the world,
making it an unparalleled resource for all those who aspire to work in, or understand, women’s
sport. Featuring international perspectives, with authors from North America, South America,
Europe, Asia, and Oceania, and insightful, in-depth profiles of real leaders within different sectors of
women's sport in the global sport industry, the Routledge Handbook of the Business of Women's
Sport offers an integrated understanding of the ways traditional media and social media impact both
the understanding and advancement of women’s sport properties, businesses, teams, and athletes.
Innovative case studies show how societal issues such as gender, power, and framing impact the
business of women’s sports and those who work in women’s sport. An essential reference for any
researcher or advanced student with an interest in women’s sport or women in business, and useful
supplementary reading for researchers and advanced students working in sport business, sport
management, mainstream business and management, or women’s studies.
  history of the wnba: The Everything Kids' Basketball Book, 4th Edition Bob Schaller, Dave
Harnish, 2019-10-29 Learn the latest statistics along with information on all your favorite players in
the newest edition of the bestselling The Everything Kids’ Basketball Book, featuring great tips for
mastering the game! Learn how to play like a pro—and win—the fun game of basketball! Filled with
dozens of games, puzzles, and activities, this book shows kids how to be a wizard on the court,
hitting jumpers like Jordan while also learning the importance of teamwork. Covering everything you
need to know about basketball, The Everything Kids’ Basketball Book explains all the rules of the
game, the history of the sport, and information on your favorite players. Featuring up-to-date
records of the NBA, WNBA, NCAA, and Olympic basketball, you’ll learn how to stay active and
healthy while playing the sport you love.
  history of the wnba: Principles and Paradoxes of Sports Economics Stefan Szymanski,
2024-11-11 This book is a Festschrift in honor or Professor Rod Fort, one of the leading contributors
to the emerging field of sports economics in the past half century. Professor Fort’s path-breaking
research in the 1990s and 2000s both laid down an agenda for research in sports economics and
popularized the application of economic analysis to sports issues for lay readers. The contributors to
the volume are among the leading scholars in modern sports economics. They put issues highlighted
in Professor Fort’s research in the context of current issues. Topics discussed include competitive
balance and outcome uncertainty estimation, gender-wage discrimination in US professional soccer,
and the paradox of fan loyalty.
  history of the wnba: Brand Global, Adapt Local Katherine Melchior Ray, Nataly Kelly,
2025-06-03 Building global brands provides companies with access to new markets, new
opportunities and new ideas that can stimulate innovation and diversify revenue streams. However,
with new opportunities comes additional challenges that marketers need to navigate in order to
build an international brand. If a brand wants to thrive in an international market, it needs to
understand the different consumers and the nuances of the cultures in which they live. The best



brands in the world do this by remaining relentlessly curious about their customers and their
markets, immersing themselves in the culture and embracing new and different ways of seeing,
understanding and being. Learn how to develop this global mindset and how to build this into your
marketing strategy from some of the world's leading global brands such as Nike, LVMH, Nestlé,
Shiseido, Natura and Marriott. This book explores the challenges these brands faced across
international markets and how they balance remaining true to their brand values with creating local
resonance. Covering everything from how applying cultural understanding to interpreting data
delivers exceptional consumer insight to how you can localize campaigns without losing the core
brand identity, this book delivers all you need to know about scaling a brand globally packed full of
powerful insight from leading marketers.
  history of the wnba: Becoming a Public Relations Writer Ronald D. Smith, 2019-11-19 The
sixth edition of Becoming a Public Relations Writer continues its place as an essential guide to the
writing process for public relations practice. Smith provides comprehensive examples, guidelines
and exercises that allow students to both learn the fundamentals of public relations writing and
practice their writing skills. Ethical and legal issues are woven throughout the text, which covers
public relations writing formats for both journalistic and organizational media. This new edition
updates and expands its coverage of writing for digital and social media—including blogs, websites
and wikis, as well as social networking (Facebook), microblogging (Twitter), photo sharing
(Instagram and Snapchat) and video sharing (YouTube). This range reflects the current landscape of
public relations writing, preparing undergraduate students for a public relations career. Becoming a
Public Relations Writer is a trusted resource for courses in public relations, media writing and
strategic communication. Previous editions of this text have been adopted by more than 190 colleges
and universities in the U.S. and among other English-speaking nations. Complementary online
materials are provided for both instructors and students; instructors have access to support
materials such as test banks, chapter overviews and a sample syllabus, while students will benefit
from career prep resources such as ethics codes, an overview of professional organizations and
sample news packages. Visit the Companion Website at www.routledge.com/cw/smith.
  history of the wnba: Women in Sports Katie Kawa, 2015-07-15 Go for the goal with this text,
which examines fascinating female sports heroes who’ve proved to the world that gender is no
barrier to athletic success. Readers will delight in learning about the lives of Mia Hamm, Wilma
Rudolph, and the Williams sisters, as well as other important women who’ve broken barriers in
sports. Readers will be inspired to pursue a career in athletics after learning about how others have
achieved success in spite of great obstacles. The biographical nature of the text supports social
studies curricula, and fact boxes and a comprehensive timeline provide opportunities for additional
learning.
  history of the wnba: Sport Public Relations G. Clayton Stoldt, Stephen W. Dittmore, Mike
Ross, Scott E. Branvold, 2021 The text provides students and professionals with an understanding of
all aspects of sport public relations, framing its discussion in terms of a managerial and proactive
approach to PR--
  history of the wnba: On Her Game Christine Brennan, 2025-07-08 Instant New York Times
Bestseller! A news-making and electrifying portrait of sports phenomenon Caitlin Clark, whose
dramatic ascendance in college basketball and now in the WNBA has captured the attention of
media and fans unlike any other female team-sport athlete in history—by award-winning USA TODAY
columnist and television commentator Christine Brennan. America has never seen an athlete quite
like Caitlin Clark. Attracting record-shattering attendance and TV ratings, she has riveted the nation
with her famous logo threes and thrilling passes and changed how fans across the country view
women’s sports. Drawing on dozens of extensive interviews and exclusive, behind-the-scenes
reporting, veteran journalist Christine Brennan narrates Clark’s rise—including the formative
experiences that led to her scoring more points than any woman or man in major college basketball
history—and delivers fascinating new details about Clark’s Olympic snub by USA Basketball, the
safety concerns around her that led to charter flights for all players, the WNBA’s lack of preparation



for heightened national scrutiny, and troubling outbreaks of jealousy and resentment as a white
player became the top story in a predominantly Black league. The 2024 season was a watershed.
Always taking the high road in the face of criticism, Clark proceeded to write herself into WNBA
record books as one of the league’s most talented rookies ever. And her winning persona—on full
display whether surrounded by children begging for autographs or reporters hanging on her every
word—made Clark such a fan favorite that increasingly larger arenas needed to be found to
accommodate the hordes who traveled hundreds, and sometimes thousands, of miles to watch her
play. Clark arrived as a sports and cultural icon a little more than fifty years after the passage of
Title IX, the 1972 law that opened the floodgates for girls and women to play sports in America. On
Her Game is a sports story, certainly, but it’s also the story of a nation falling in love with what it has
created because of that law—millions of new athletes, led by the magical Caitlin Clark.
  history of the wnba: Basketball David L. Porter, 2005-07-30 From its beginnings at the turn of
the 20th century to its pervasive presence in 21st-century America, basketball has grown into an
undeniably important sport. The 575 entries in this biographical dictionary present concise
narratives on the lives and careers on the most important names in basketball history. Entries
include both classic players such as Kareem Abdul-Jabbar and Bob Cousy as well as more recently
established and up-and-coming stars such as Carmelo Anthony, Kevin Garnett, and LeBron James.
Entries for coaches such as the Boston Celtics' Red Auerbach and Mike Krzyzewski from Duke
University present the figures who have shaped the game from courtside, while the inclusion of
female players and coaches such as Lisa Leslie, Diana Taurasi, and Pat Summitt show that
basketball is not just a sport for men. From its beginnings at the turn of the 20th century to its
pervasive presence in 21st-century America, basketball has grown into an undeniably important
sport. The 575 entries in this biographical dictionary present concise narratives on the lives and
careers on the most important names in basketball history. Entries include both classic players such
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