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designs for living and learning transforming early childhood environments have become a
pivotal focus in shaping how young children engage with their surroundings. These designs are not
merely about aesthetics or functionality; they encompass a holistic approach to nurturing
development, creativity, and well-being in the earliest stages of life. As educators, architects, and
parents seek to create spaces that support both living and learning, the fusion of thoughtful design
and educational philosophy catalyzes environments where young minds can thrive naturally.

The Importance of Early Childhood Environments

Early childhood is a critical period for cognitive, emotional, and social development. The environments
where children live and learn profoundly influence these developmental trajectories. Spaces that are
carefully designed to be safe, stimulating, and adaptable encourage exploration and discovery.
Conversely, poorly designed settings can hinder growth and limit a child's potential.

When we talk about designs for living and learning transforming early childhood environments, we are
addressing how architecture, interior design, and educational practices converge to create dynamic
spaces. These environments do more than house children; they become active participants in the
learning process.

How Environment Shapes Development

Research in developmental psychology consistently highlights the role of environment in shaping a
child's brain development. The sensory experiences children encounter—colors, textures, natural
light, and spatial layout—affect how they perceive and interact with the world. For example, a
classroom flooded with natural light and filled with natural materials like wood and plants can reduce
stress and improve concentration.

Moreover, environments that promote movement and hands-on engagement encourage motor skills
and problem-solving abilities. This is why flexible furniture, open floor plans, and interactive learning
stations are becoming staples in early childhood settings.

Key Elements of Designs for Living and Learning
Transforming Early Childhood Environments

Creating a space that supports both living and learning requires a nuanced understanding of
children's needs, developmental stages, and the importance of interaction with the physical
environment.



Flexibility and Adaptability

Children’s interests and abilities evolve rapidly. Designs that allow for modular furniture, movable
partitions, and versatile activity zones enable educators to tailor the space to different activities and
age groups. This adaptability not only maximizes space usage but also keeps the environment
engaging and fresh.

Integration of Nature and Outdoor Learning

Biophilic design—or incorporating natural elements into indoor spaces—has been shown to improve
mood and cognitive function. Integrating gardens, natural light, and outdoor classrooms connects
children with nature. Outdoor learning environments extend play and exploration opportunities,
encouraging curiosity and physical activity.

Safe and Inclusive Spaces

Safety is paramount in early childhood settings, but inclusivity is equally essential. Designs should
accommodate children with diverse needs, including those with disabilities. Features like wheelchair-
accessible pathways, sensory-friendly zones, and quiet areas ensure that every child feels welcome
and supported.

Stimulating Materials and Color Palettes

Colors and materials influence mood and engagement. Soft, warm tones combined with vibrant
accents can stimulate creativity without overwhelming young learners. Natural materials like cork,
wool, and bamboo add texture and warmth, providing sensory richness that plastic or metal cannot.

Design Strategies That Enhance Learning and Living

Transforming early childhood environments through design involves intentional strategies that
integrate educational principles with physical space planning.

Creating Learning Zones

Dividing spaces into distinct zones—such as reading nooks, art corners, sensory tables, and quiet
areas—helps children focus on different types of activities. These zones also teach children about
organization and transitions, fostering self-regulation.



Encouraging Social Interaction

Designs that facilitate collaboration, such as round tables and communal work areas, promote social
skills and teamwork. At the same time, providing private or semi-private spaces allows children to
retreat when they need solitude or calm.

Incorporating Technology Thoughtfully

While early childhood education emphasizes hands-on play, technology can be a valuable tool when
integrated thoughtfully. Interactive whiteboards, tablets with educational apps, or digital storytelling
stations can enhance learning when balanced with traditional play.

Examples of Innovative Early Childhood Environments

Across the globe, many early childhood centers have embraced designs for living and learning
transforming early childhood environments, creating inspiring models.

» Forest Schools: These schools prioritize outdoor, nature-based learning, often using minimal
indoor space. Their designs focus on natural materials, open-air shelters, and nature trails.

e Montessori-Inspired Spaces: Emphasizing independence, these environments feature child-
sized furniture, accessible materials arranged on low shelves, and open layouts to encourage
free movement.

* Reggio Emilia Approach: This design philosophy treats the environment as the “third
teacher,” with rich, aesthetically pleasing spaces full of natural light, art, and materials that
provoke inquiry.

Tips for Parents and Educators to Enhance Early
Childhood Spaces

You don’t need to overhaul an entire facility to bring the benefits of designs for living and learning
transforming early childhood environments into your space. Here are some practical tips:

* Maximize Natural Light: Arrange furniture near windows and use light, airy curtains to create
a bright atmosphere.

¢ Use Multi-Functional Furniture: Opt for pieces that serve multiple purposes, such as storage
ottomans or foldable tables.



 Incorporate Nature: Add plants or natural decor elements indoors to bring calm and life into
the room.

» Create Cozy Corners: Use rugs, cushions, and small tents to carve out quiet spaces for
reading or rest.

* Rotate Materials: Keep toys and learning materials fresh by rotating them regularly to
maintain engagement.

The Future of Early Childhood Environments

Looking ahead, designs for living and learning transforming early childhood environments will
increasingly emphasize sustainability, technology integration, and inclusivity. Eco-friendly materials,
energy-efficient lighting, and smart sensors to monitor air quality are becoming standard. Meanwhile,
emerging trends include more personalized learning spaces that adapt to individual children's
developmental trajectories.

As society recognizes the profound impact early environments have on lifelong learning and well-
being, the push for innovative, child-centered design will only grow stronger. Creating spaces that are
not only functional but also inspiring and nurturing is the foundation for empowering the next
generation.

In the end, designs for living and learning transforming early childhood environments remind us that
when we invest in thoughtful, engaging spaces, we cultivate not just learners but confident, curious
individuals ready to explore the world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key principles of designing early childhood
environments for living and learning?

Key principles include creating safe, flexible, and stimulating spaces that support exploration,
creativity, and social interaction while meeting the developmental needs of young children.

How does natural light influence early childhood learning
environments?

Natural light positively impacts children's mood, concentration, and overall well-being, which
enhances their ability to engage and learn effectively in early childhood settings.

What role does indoor-outdoor connectivity play in early



childhood environment design?

Indoor-outdoor connectivity encourages physical activity, exploration, and sensory experiences,
fostering holistic development and a strong connection with nature among young children.

How can technology be integrated into early childhood
environments without overwhelming young learners?

Technology should be used thoughtfully as a tool to enhance learning through interactive and age-
appropriate applications, ensuring it complements hands-on and social activities rather than replacing
them.

Why is adaptable furniture important in early childhood
learning spaces?

Adaptable furniture supports diverse activities and varying group sizes, promotes independence, and
allows spaces to evolve with children's changing developmental needs.

How do sensory-rich environments benefit early childhood
development?

Sensory-rich environments stimulate children's senses, aiding cognitive development, emotional
regulation, and motor skills by providing varied textures, colors, sounds, and materials to explore.

Additional Resources

Designs for Living and Learning Transforming Early Childhood Environments

designs for living and learning transforming early childhood environments are rapidly
reshaping the way educators, architects, and policymakers approach the crucial developmental
stages of childhood. As research increasingly highlights the impact of physical surroundings on
cognitive, social, and emotional growth, the demand for innovative, child-centered design strategies
has surged. This evolution reflects a deeper understanding of how space can nurture creativity,
independence, and wellbeing in young learners, prompting a fundamental rethinking of traditional
classroom layouts and home environments alike.

The integration of designs that harmonize living and learning spaces is not merely aesthetic; it carries
profound implications for early childhood development. These environments blend flexibility and
functionality, promoting engagement through sensory-rich elements and adaptable configurations
that respond to the diverse needs of children. As a result, stakeholders are moving beyond the
conventional, static models of early learning settings, embracing dynamic designs that encourage
exploration and discovery.

Understanding the Importance of Environment in Early



Childhood Development

The early years of a child’s life are foundational for brain development, with environmental stimuli
playing a critical role in shaping neural pathways. Designs for living and learning transforming early
childhood environments prioritize this insight by creating spaces that foster active learning, emotional
security, and social interaction. Studies from institutions such as the National Association for the
Education of Young Children (NAEYC) consistently emphasize that well-designed physical
environments can enhance developmental outcomes, including language acquisition, motor skills, and
problem-solving abilities.

Beyond cognitive growth, the physical environment influences children’s emotional wellbeing and
behavior. For instance, natural lighting, access to outdoor areas, and tactile materials can reduce
stress and increase focus. This holistic approach acknowledges that children do not learn in isolation;
their surroundings are integral to their overall health and happiness.

Key Features of Transformative Early Childhood Spaces

Innovative designs for living and learning transforming early childhood environments share several
defining characteristics that distinguish them from traditional settings:

 Flexibility and Adaptability: Movable furniture, modular layouts, and multipurpose zones
allow spaces to evolve with children’s developmental stages and varying activities.

* Connection to Nature: Incorporating natural elements like plants, natural light, and outdoor
learning areas fosters sensory engagement and environmental awareness.

o Safety and Accessibility: Thoughtful design ensures both physical safety and inclusivity,
catering to children with diverse abilities.

e Stimulating Sensory Experiences: Textured materials, varied colors, and interactive
installations stimulate cognitive and motor development.

 Integration of Technology: Age-appropriate digital tools are embedded seamlessly,
supporting interactive learning without overwhelming the environment.

Comparative Analysis: Traditional vs. Modern Early
Childhood Environments

Traditional early childhood classrooms often feature rigid seating arrangements, uniform materials,
and limited interaction with natural elements. These settings, while functional, can inadvertently
constrain creativity and independence. In contrast, designs for living and learning transforming early
childhood environments emphasize open-plan concepts that encourage movement and collaboration.



Research comparing conventional and modern spaces reveals notable differences in engagement
levels. For example, a study published in the Journal of Environmental Psychology found that children
in classrooms with natural lighting and flexible seating displayed a 20% increase in attention span
and participation. Moreover, these environments accommodate various learning styles more
effectively, from kinesthetic to visual learners.

However, implementing these transformative designs presents challenges. Budget constraints,
regulatory compliance, and the need for teacher training in utilizing flexible spaces can pose barriers.
Despite these hurdles, the long-term benefits—such as improved academic readiness and social
skills—justify the investment.

The Role of Multisensory Design in Early Learning

Multisensory design is a cornerstone of living and learning environments that cater to early childhood
needs. Engaging multiple senses simultaneously—touch, sight, sound, and even smell—enhances
memory retention and stimulates brain plasticity. For example, sensory corners equipped with tactile
toys, water tables, and sound panels invite exploration and experimentation, facilitating hands-on
learning.

This approach also supports children with sensory processing disorders by providing opportunities to
regulate sensory input in a controlled environment. The integration of calming zones within
classrooms offers respite, reducing overstimulation and promoting emotional regulation.

Designs for Living and Learning: Bridging Home and
Educational Settings

An emerging trend in early childhood design is the seamless integration of home and learning
environments. Recognizing that children spend significant time in both settings, designers aim to
create continuity that reinforces developmental goals. This includes open-plan living spaces that
incorporate learning nooks, as well as educational institutions adopting homelike features to foster
comfort and security.

This duality benefits caregivers and educators alike. Parents can extend learning activities naturally
into daily routines, while educators gain insights into a child’s home environment to tailor
interventions. Furthermore, designs that facilitate parental involvement—such as communal areas
and interactive walls—strengthen community bonds and encourage shared responsibility for child
development.

Technology as a Design Element in Early Childhood Spaces

While technology’s role in early childhood education often sparks debate, integrating it thoughtfully
within living and learning environments can enhance learning outcomes. Interactive whiteboards,
tablets, and educational apps are increasingly common, yet the physical layout must accommodate
these tools without diminishing tactile and social experiences.



Successful designs embed technology in ways that complement rather than dominate the
environment. For instance, screen time areas are balanced with physical activity zones, ensuring a
healthy mix of digital and real-world interactions. Additionally, ergonomic considerations and child-
friendly interfaces make technology accessible and safe.

Future Directions in Early Childhood Environmental
Design

Looking ahead, designs for living and learning transforming early childhood environments are
evolving toward greater sustainability, customization, and inclusivity. Green building materials,
energy-efficient systems, and biophilic design principles are becoming standard as environmental
consciousness grows. Customizable spaces that adapt to community needs and cultural contexts are
also gaining traction, ensuring relevance across diverse populations.

Moreover, inclusive design continues to expand, addressing not only physical disabilities but also
neurodiversity and emotional needs. The goal is to create environments where every child feels
valued and supported, fostering equity from the earliest stages of education.

In summary, the intersection of design, development, and education is redefining early childhood
environments. By prioritizing flexibility, sensory engagement, and integration between living and
learning, these designs offer promising pathways to nurture the potential of the youngest learners in
ways that are both innovative and grounded in research.

Designs For Living And Learning Transforming Early
Childhood Environments

designs for living and learning transforming early childhood environments: Designs for
Living and Learning, Second Edition Deb Curtis, Margie Carter, 2014-12-01 You likely have
dreams for your early childhood environment that are greater than rating scales, regulations, and
room arrangements. Designs for Living and Learning has been a favorite resource among educators
and caregivers for more than a decade, and this new edition is packed with even more ideas that can
be used as you create captivating environments that nurture children, families, and staff while
supporting children's learning. With hundreds of all-new colorful photographs of real early learning
settings and a multitude of simple and practical concepts for creative indoor and outdoor spaces and
learning materials, this book truly is a source of inspiration as you learn how to shape welcoming
spaces where children can learn and grow. Expanded chapters include new information reflecting
current trends and concerns in early childhood, such as the use of repurposed and nontraditional
materials, children in the outdoors, alternative ways to think about providing for learning outcomes,
facing and overcoming barriers and negotiating change, and the impact of environmental rating
scales in Quality Rating and Improvement Systems (QRIS). Two new chapters are included, one
highlighting the transformations of environments with before and after photos and outlines of the
process, and the other with examples of soliciting children's ideas about the environment. Deb
Curtis and Margie Carter are internationally acclaimed experts in early childhood. They host
three-day institutes and professional development seminars for early childhood professionals;
consult with early childhood programs across North America, Australia, and New Zealand; and have
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written many books together.

designs for living and learning transforming early childhood environments: Designs for
Living and Learning Deb Curtis, Margie Carter, 2003 Give children wondrous places to learn and
grow! Drawing inspiration from a variety of approaches--from Waldorf to Montessori to Reggio to
Greenman, Prescott, and Olds--the authors outline hundreds of ways to create healthy and inviting
physical, social, and emotional environments for children in child care. Full-color photographs of
actual early childhood programs demonstrate that the spaces children learn and grow in can be
comfortable for children, teachers, and parents alike. Margie Carter serves on the adjunct faculty at
Pacific Oaks College Northwest, Seattle, Washington. Deb Curtis works as a child care teacher at
the Burlington Little School in Seattle. Their other books include The Art of Awareness, The
Visionary Director, Training Teachers, Spreading the News, and Reflecting Children's Lives.

designs for living and learning transforming early childhood environments: DESIGNS
FOR LIVING AND LEARNING, THIRD EDITION , 2026

designs for living and learning transforming early childhood environments: Nature and
Young Children Ruth Wilson, 2012-06-25 Now in its second edition, Nature and Young Children
promotes the holistic development of children by connecting them with nature. It offers advice and
guidance on how to set up indoor and outdoor nature play spaces as well as encouraging
environmentally responsible attitudes, values and behaviour in your early childhood setting.
Covering topics as diverse as gardening with young children, creating an accessible nature program
for children with special needs and addressing cultural differences in connecting children with
nature, this book reveals how important nature play can be in the development of young children.
This user-friendly book offers guidance on alternative settings for nature-focused programs
international approaches to nature play in early childhood the role of the adult in outdoor learning
using nature play for cross-curricular learning integrating nature education and peace education
health and safety. This highly accessible book will provide all early years practitioners, teachers and
students on early childhood courses with a wealth of ideas on how to foster creative play and
learning in nature-focused environments while also promoting positive connections with nature.

designs for living and learning transforming early childhood environments: Great
Afterschool Programs and Spaces That Wow! Linda J. Armstrong, Christine A Schmidt, 2013-09-10
Does your afterschool program have the WOW factor? Create a high quality school-age program that
is exciting, inviting, and reflects the interests, abilities, and needs of the children. Whether your
program operates before or after school, on non-school days, during the summer, or overnight, you
can create a dynamic environment where everyone will enjoy spending time. This book is filled with
hundreds of ideas—from setting up a quiet reading nook to tackling clutter—reflecting the authors’
years of experience and hundreds of visits to a variety of school-age programs. It takes you through
all of the considerations that affect your program and then lays out a process to help you improve
the three dimensions of a school-age environment. Temporal: Establish schedules, routines, rules,
and learning opportunities to meet children’s needs Interpersonal: Facilitate the relationships and
social interactions of children, staff, families, and the greater community Physical: Create
sensory-rich indoor and outdoor spaces Linda J. Armstrong and Christine A. Schmidt are
experienced educational consultants who serve children and youth programs throughout the United
States.

designs for living and learning transforming early childhood environments: Ants in Their
Pants Aerial Cross, 2009-06-01 From sunup to sundown, extra busy children have an endless supply
of energy and remain on the move throughout the day. Ants in Their Pants offers successful and
tested techniques to help caregivers, educators, and parents provide the best support to active
learners so they can thrive in the classroom and at home. These ideas—from a teacher of both
special and general education who is a parent of an extra busy child—provide information on how to
help extra busy children use their energy to learn while helping teacher understand children who
need to move.

designs for living and learning transforming early childhood environments: Seeing



Young Children with New Eyes Sydney Gurewitz Clemens, Leslie Gleim, 2014-09-15 This book gives
adults who work with young children a substantial look at some thoughtful, creative, reflective
modes of thinking about their work. It has rich resources for the teacher who wants to grow in
respect for children's capabilities and lessons for growing one's ability to listen to the intentions of
children. It is rich in examples of real teaching in real American classrooms, influenced by work in
Reggio Emilia, Italy. For teachers, and also for parents, of children from 2-6. Written by and for
teachers of young children, this exhaustive examination of early education is rigorous and thorough.

designs for living and learning transforming early childhood environments: International
Handbook of Holistic Education John P. Miller, Kelli Nigh, Marni J. Binder, Bruce Novak, Sam
Crowell, 2018-09-14 Providing a comprehensive overview of holistic education’s history,
conceptions, practices, and research, this Handbook presents an up-to-date, global picture of the
field. Organized in five sections, the Handbook lays out the field’s theoretical and historical
foundations; offers examples of holistic education in practice with regard to schools, programs, and
pedagogies at all levels; presents research methods used in holistic education; outlines the growing
effort among holistic educators to connect holistic teaching and learning with research practice; and
examines present trends and future areas of interest in program development, inquiry, and research.
This volume is a must-have resource for researchers and practitioners and serves as an essential
foundational text for courses in the field.

designs for living and learning transforming early childhood environments: The
Visionary Director, Second Edition Margie Carter, Deb Curtis, 2009-11-01 An inspiring and
practical guide to creating a larger vision in early child care, this popular professional development
tool has been thoroughly revised and offers a concrete framework for organizing an early childhood
center director's ideas and work. Updated and expanded, it reflects new requirements and initiatives
for center directors and addresses topics including cultivating a vision, developing systems thinking
for management roles, implementing principles and strategies for mentoring, building a learning
community for adults and children, and bringing visions to life. The Visionary Director provides
directors with information to perform their jobs with motivation and creativity.

designs for living and learning transforming early childhood environments:
Collaborative Intervention in Early Childhood Deborah Hirschland, 2008-05-12 When young
children are showing signs of difficulty, parents, childcare providers, and teachers often approach
practitioners for guidance on how to best support healthy development. Whether providing
consultation in early education programs and elementary schools, or assisting children and families
in clinics or private practice, these practitioners need a sophisticated understanding of early
childhood issues combined with a down-to-earth approach to intervention. This practical yet
comprehensive guide: -Reviews the multi-disciplinary knowledge needed to understand children's
social, emotional, and behavioral difficulties -Outlines step-by-step approaches to intervention for a a
wide range of issues - Zeros in on common problems in establishing relationships, communicating
effectively, sustaining attention, and handling frustration and anxiety -Offers accessible ways to
describe principles and strategies to parents and teachers -Illustrates the consultative process
through richly detailed and engaging case material With its unique integration of theoretical
material, real-world applications, and vivid examples of practice, this volume will serve as an
invaluable resource for those working to help 3- to 7-year-olds and the adults who care for and teach
them.

designs for living and learning transforming early childhood environments: Creative
Block Play Rosanne Hansel, 2016-09-25 Creative Block Play covers everything you need to
encourage a child's development in a variety of domains through block play. This book is full of
photos that illustrate block play in real classrooms and stories from teachers who have successfully
used block play to encourage children's development in a variety of domains. Rosanne Regan Hansel
has been both a teacher and administrator for a variety of early childhood programs and currently
serves as Education Program Development Specialist for the Department of Education. Ms. Hansel
received her MS Ed in Early Childhood Leadership from Bank Street College of Education.



designs for living and learning transforming early childhood environments: The
Reflective Teacher Ngozi Elizabeth Uche, 2021-11-24 A holistic and all-encompassing pedagogic
resource, The Reflective Teacher includes everything early childhood educators in day care and
preschool settings need, to inform their teaching and caring of infants, toddlers, and preschoolers.
Rooted in a deep understanding of child development and attachment theories, this book provides
practical instruction on creating a child-centered early-years learning environment, including: ¢
Organizing the physical environment ¢ Developing curriculum in line with the developmental
objectives and the emerging needs of the children ¢ Leveraging play as a means of learning
Approaches and relationships that are highlighted to support the child’s developmental journey
include: * Encouraging the social-emotional competencies of children ¢ Dealing with challenging
behaviors of children from a foundational standpoint ¢ Individualizing responses according to the
unique needs of every child ¢ Building trusting relationships with parents, especially in challenging
situations Every chapter is filled with step-by-step guides for planning and include real-life examples
early years educators will find helpful as they work to individualize care for each child in a fun, safe,
nurturing, and educational environment.

designs for living and learning transforming early childhood environments:
Introduction to Early Childhood Education Eva L. Essa, Melissa M. Burnham, 2019-01-09
Introduction to Early Childhood Education provides current and future educators with a highly
readable, comprehensive overview of the field. The underlying philosophy of the book is that early
childhood educators’ most important task is to provide a program that is sensitive to and supports
the development of young children. Author Eva L. Essa and new co-author Melissa Burnham provide
valuable insight by strategically dividing the book into six sections that answer the “What, Who,
Why, Where, and How” of early childhood education. Utilizing both NAEYC (National Association for
the Education of Young Children) and DAP (Developmentally Appropriate Practice) standards, this
supportive text provides readers with the skills, theories, and best practices needed to succeed and
thrive as early childhood educators.

designs for living and learning transforming early childhood environments: Early
Childhood Teacher Education on Cultural Competence NAECTE Urban Education Teacher
Research Network, 2018-09-13 Early Childhood Teacher Education on Cultural Competence
discusses how early childhood preservice teachers can use teacher research to explore and gain
cultural competence, enabling them to support students and families from diverse backgrounds. The
book opens by describing the role of the university in preparing culturally competent teachers in
urban settings and then explores historical perspectives of cultural competence. Chapters then move
toward more practical perspectives of supporting families from racially diverse backgrounds,
understanding diverse families, interprofessional education and collaboration, teacher resiliency,
and social justice. Although the chapters focus on cultural competence in urban settings, they offer
all early childhood teacher educators a challenge to address cultural competence in all settings.

designs for living and learning transforming early childhood environments: Catching
Readers Before They Fall Pat Johnson, Katie Keier, 2023-10-10 Every teacher of reading plays a
vital role in helping to catch those readers for whom learning to read does not come easily. Through
examples from both adults and children, the authors explain and describe the complex integrated
network of strategies that go on in the minds of proficient readersstrategies that struggling readers
have to learn in order to construct their own reading processes. This book is essential reading for all
who work with struggling readers in any context and contains a wealth of resources, including a
thorough explanation of all the sources of information readers use to solve words, examples and
scenarios of teacher/student interactions, prompts to use with struggling readers, lessons on
modeling, and assessment guidelines.

designs for living and learning transforming early childhood environments: Guide to
Early Childhood Education Pamela R. Cook, 2017-01-06 Guide to Early Childhood Education:
Development - Design - Diversity is a textbook of articles and essays exclusively written to provide a
resource for educationalists working in the field of Early Childhood Education (ECE), and



programmes from around the world. The text has been formally prepared in three significant parts
to offer encouraging insights, early learning ideas, classroom environmental changes and pertinent
information and internet resources to assist in guiding successful learning. This textbook is primarily
suited for ECE administrators, directors, students, teachers, instructors, professors, and additional
personnel that will be teaching or working with children in age levels ranging from infant and
toddler through to school-age grade three.

designs for living and learning transforming early childhood environments: Thinking
Critically About Environments for Young Children Lisa P. Kuh, 2014 Using a practice-based
focus and a researcher lens, the contributors consider the ways in which environments for children
enhance or diminish educational experiences, how social constructs about what is good for children
influence environmental design, and what practitioners can do in their own work when creating
learning environments for young children. There are copious examples from practice, lessons
learned, and illustrations and photographs of key aspects of the environments they discuss.
Organized into three parts, this essential text addresses: Aesthetics, politics, and space
configurations in school environments for young children. Outdoor spaces, beginning with
intentionally designed playscapes, children’s gardens, and spontaneous improvisational play venues.
The role of environments outside school, including informal learning environments that promote
science knowledge, museum spaces, and virtual environments. “Through rich examples and clear
explanations of the historical, political, and aesthetic dimensions of design, [Kuh and her colleagues]
help us think critically about environments and provide theoretical and practical tools to support our
efforts.” —Benjamin Mardell, professor, Early Childhood Education, Lesley University. “An
enlightening book that gives educators new lenses for thinking about and creating the kinds of
places that can optimize children’s growth and learning, especially in this era of standardization.
Educators need this book!” —Nancy Carlsson-Paige, professor emerita, Lesley University “For
everyone who wants to take educational settings beyond minimal standards, this collection is a
thoughtful and inspiring guide.” —Louise Chawla, professor, Environmental Design Program,
University of Colorado, Boulder

designs for living and learning transforming early childhood environments: Young
Children's Play Jeffrey Trawick-Smith, 2019-08-16 Young Children’s Play: Development,
Disabilities, and Diversity is an accessible, comprehensive introduction to play and development
from birth to age 8 years that introduces readers to various play types and strategies and helps them
determine when intervention might be needed. Skillfully addressing both typically developing
children and those with special needs in a single volume, this book covers dramatic play, blocks,
games, motor play, artistic play, and non-traditional play forms, such as humor, rough and tumble
play, and more. Designed to support contemporary classrooms, this text deliberately interweaves
practical strategies for understanding and supporting the play of children with specific disabilities
(e.g. autism, Down syndrome, or physically challenging conditions) and those of diverse cultural
backgrounds into every chapter. In sections divided by age group, Trawick-Smith explores strategies
for engaging children with specific special needs, multicultural backgrounds, and incorporating
adult-child play and play intervention. Emphasizing diversity in play behaviors, each chapter
includes vignettes featuring children’s play and teacher interactions in classrooms to illustrate core
concepts in action. Filled with research-based applications for professional practice, this text is an
essential resource for students of early childhood and special education, as well as teachers and
coaches supporting early grades or inclusive classrooms.

designs for living and learning transforming early childhood environments: Outdoor
Provision in the Early Years Jan White, 2011-03-17 Outdoor education offers children special
contexts for play and exploration, real experiences, and contact with the natural world and the
community. To help ensure young children thrive and develop in your care, this book provides
essential information on how to make learning outdoors a rich and valuable part of their daily life.
Written by a team of experts in the field, this book focuses on the core values of effective outdoor
provision, and is packed with ideas to try out in practice. Topics covered include: - the role of play in



learning outdoors - meaningful experiences for children outdoors - the role of the adult outdoors -
creating a dynamic and flexible outdoor environment - dealing with challenge, risk and safety -
including every child in outdoor learning There are case studies of successful strategies in action,
covering the Birth to 5 age range. Outdoor provision needs to be thoughtfully planned, well
organised and appropriately supported by adults, and this book will help practitioners and students
to lead good practice with confidence, so that they respond to the needs and interests of young
children.

designs for living and learning transforming early childhood environments: Teaching
Young Children Social Studies Gayle Mindes, 2006-09-30 By linking theory to practice with an
emphasis on national and state standards, Head Start Performance Standards, No Child Left Behind,
and IDEA, the authors coherently combine principles of child development and social studies content
to create a solid program for preschool through grade three. The authors maintain the overriding
idea throughout the Teaching Young Children series—that strategies derived from knowledge of
child development are used to teach content knowledge. It is this concern that makes this volume an
excellent resource for teachers and parents. In addition to specific discussions of how to build and
conduct a social studies curriculum, the work includes vignettes of teachers and children in the
classroom; graphics illustrating concepts and methods; and matrices, charts and tables to enhance
understanding. The authors effectively intertwine social learning in young children and development
of self-concept with the theme-based curriculum of the National Council for Social Studies, the
principles of multicultural education, parent collaboration to support learning, and creating
connections between classroom and community.
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