
icons and the mystical origins of
christianity
**Icons and the Mystical Origins of Christianity: A Journey Through Sacred Art and
Spirituality**

icons and the mystical origins of christianity have long been intertwined in the rich
tapestry of religious history. These sacred images are not merely decorative artifacts; they
serve as profound spiritual symbols that connect believers to the divine mysteries at the
heart of Christian faith. Exploring how icons emerged and their deep-rooted mystical
significance allows us to appreciate a dimension of Christianity that transcends doctrine
and ritual, inviting a more intimate encounter with the sacred.

The Spiritual Power of Icons in Christian
Tradition

Icons, often seen as windows into the divine, play a unique role in Christian worship and
spirituality. Unlike ordinary artwork, icons are considered to be imbued with a sacred
presence, offering more than visual representation. They function as conduits of grace,
facilitating a mystical encounter between the earthly and heavenly realms.

What Makes an Icon Different?

The creation of an icon follows strict theological and artistic guidelines, reflecting its
status as a holy object. Iconographers traditionally fast and pray before and during the
painting process, underscoring the spiritual nature of their work. This sacred preparation
is believed to open a channel through which divine inspiration flows, influencing the final
image.

Moreover, icons often employ a symbolic style rather than realistic portrayal. Figures are
depicted with elongated features, serene expressions, and specific colors, each carrying
theological meaning. For example, gold backgrounds represent divine light, while blue and
red garments signify heavenly and human natures, respectively. This symbolism invites
the viewer to look beyond the physical and enter a contemplative state.

The Mystical Origins of Christianity and the Role
of Visual Symbolism

Christianity’s mystical origins lie in its early roots, where the teachings and experiences of
Jesus Christ and His followers emphasized an intimate union with God. Early Christians
sought ways to express and deepen this spiritual reality, often turning to symbolic art to



communicate complex theological truths.

Early Christian Use of Symbols and Images

Before the widespread use of icons, early Christians used simple symbols like the fish
(Ichthys), the anchor, and the Chi-Rho monogram to express their faith discreetly,
especially during times of persecution. These symbols held profound spiritual meanings
and served as reminders of Christ’s life and teachings.

As Christianity gained acceptance, more elaborate imagery developed. The mystical
experiences of saints and the desire to make divine mysteries tangible led to the creation
of icons depicting Christ, the Virgin Mary, angels, and biblical scenes. These images
became vehicles for meditating on spiritual truths and accessing divine grace.

Theological Foundations Behind Icon Veneration

Understanding why icons hold such a revered place in Christianity requires exploring the
theological debates that shaped their acceptance. The veneration of icons was not
universally accepted at first; it sparked intense controversy known as the Iconoclastic
Controversy during the 8th and 9th centuries.

Addressing Iconoclasm: The Defense of Sacred Images

Iconoclasts argued that the use of images in worship bordered on idolatry, violating the
commandment against graven images. However, defenders of icons, such as St. John of
Damascus, clarified that veneration (proskynesis) of icons differs radically from worship
(latreia), which is due to God alone.

They maintained that icons serve as visual theology, teaching and inspiring the faithful.
Because God became incarnate in Jesus Christ—a visible, tangible reality—the divine can
be represented in material form without compromising the spiritual essence. This
incarnation principle is central to the mystical origins of Christianity and legitimizes the
role of icons.

Icons as Tools for Mystical Contemplation

Icons invite believers into a deeper spiritual experience, functioning as aids in prayer and
meditation. Their carefully constructed symbolism and serene imagery help the faithful
focus beyond the distractions of the material world.



How to Engage with Icons in Personal and Communal
Worship

Approaching an icon is more than just looking; it’s entering a sacred dialogue. Here are
some ways to enhance this mystical interaction:

Preparation: Begin with a moment of silence or prayer to center your mind and
heart.

Contemplation: Observe the icon’s details—the colors, gestures, and
expressions—and reflect on their spiritual meanings.

Prayer: Use the icon as a focal point to direct your prayers, asking for intercession
or deeper understanding.

Meditation: Allow the symbolic elements to open your heart to divine mysteries,
fostering a sense of union with the holy figures depicted.

Through this process, icons become more than art; they transform into sacred portals
where the mystical origins of Christianity come alive.

The Enduring Legacy of Icons in Christian
Culture

From the majestic mosaics of Byzantine churches to the humble hand-painted icons of
Orthodox homes, these sacred images continue to inspire devotion and theological
reflection worldwide. Their presence bridges centuries, linking modern believers with the
early Christian mystics who first sought to visualize the invisible God.

Icons in Contemporary Christian Practice

Even today, icons hold a vital place in various Christian traditions, particularly within
Eastern Orthodoxy and Eastern Catholicism. They are integral to liturgy, processions, and
personal devotion, reminding believers of the ever-present reality of God’s kingdom.

In addition, the mystical origins of Christianity as expressed through icons influence
Christian art, literature, and spirituality across denominations. This shared heritage
underscores a universal longing to touch the divine and understand the mysteries of faith.

Icons encourage a holistic spirituality—one that engages the senses, emotions, and
intellect—making the mystical truths of Christianity accessible and alive in everyday life.
They invite each person to step into a sacred story that has been unfolding for millennia,



continuing to reveal new depths to those who seek with open hearts.

Frequently Asked Questions

What role do icons play in the mystical origins of
Christianity?
Icons serve as visual representations of divine figures and events, acting as windows to
the spiritual realm. In the mystical origins of Christianity, they were used to convey sacred
mysteries and facilitate a deeper connection between the believer and the divine.

How did early Christians view religious icons?
Early Christians saw icons as sacred tools that helped bridge the material and spiritual
worlds. They were not merely art but were believed to carry the presence of the holy
figures they depicted, aiding in meditation and worship.

What is the connection between mysticism and the use
of icons in Christianity?
Mysticism emphasizes direct experience of the divine, and icons function as focal points
for this experience. Through contemplation of icons, believers sought to transcend the
physical and encounter the mystical presence of God.

How did the use of icons develop in the early Christian
Church?
The use of icons developed gradually, influenced by Jewish traditions, early Christian art,
and Hellenistic culture. By the 3rd and 4th centuries, icons became prominent in worship
and private devotion, symbolizing Christ, the Virgin Mary, and the saints.

What controversies surrounded the use of icons in early
Christianity?
The Iconoclastic Controversy in the 8th and 9th centuries challenged the use of religious
images, with iconoclasts opposing them as idolatrous. Iconodules defended icons as
essential for teaching and spiritual life, leading to the restoration of icons as central to
Orthodox worship.

How do icons reflect the mystical theology of the
Eastern Orthodox Church?
In Eastern Orthodox theology, icons are considered manifestations of the incarnation and
the uncreated light of God. They reflect the mystery of Christ becoming human and serve
as a means for believers to participate in divine grace.



Are there mystical interpretations of specific Christian
icons?
Yes, many Christian icons carry mystical symbolism. For example, the icon of Christ
Pantocrator represents Christ as the ruler of the universe, embodying both divine
judgment and mercy, inviting contemplation of these divine mysteries.

How do icons contribute to the spiritual life of
Christians today?
Icons continue to inspire prayer, meditation, and a sense of sacred presence. They help
believers focus their minds and hearts on the divine, fostering an experiential connection
with the mystical origins and ongoing spiritual reality of Christianity.

Additional Resources
**Icons and the Mystical Origins of Christianity: An Investigative Review**

Icons and the mystical origins of Christianity remain a fascinating subject for
scholars, theologians, and historians alike. The intertwining of sacred imagery and early
Christian spirituality reveals profound insights into how religious art shaped and was
shaped by the evolving doctrines and mystical experiences of the faith's formative
centuries. This article delves into the historical context, theological significance, and
cultural impact of icons within Christianity’s mystical foundation, exploring how these
visual representations became pivotal to spiritual practice and religious identity.

The Historical Context of Christian Icons

The use of icons in Christianity dates back to the earliest days of the Church, emerging
from a complex interplay of Judaic traditions, Greco-Roman culture, and the mystical
impulses that characterized early Christian worship. Icons, defined as religious images
representing Christ, the Virgin Mary, saints, and angels, served not only as decorative art
but as powerful devotional tools. Their roots can be traced to the catacombs of Rome,
where early Christians painted symbolic images such as the Good Shepherd or the fish
(Ichthys) as clandestine expressions of faith.

By the 4th century, with Christianity’s legalization under Emperor Constantine, the role of
sacred imagery expanded dramatically. The construction of monumental churches and
basilicas allowed for more prominent displays of religious art. Icons became essential in
the liturgical space, acting as windows to the divine and tools for meditation. This period
marked a transition where icons were not just didactic but also mystical, facilitating a
spiritual encounter between the believer and the holy.



Theological Foundations of Icons in Christian Mysticism

Central to understanding icons is the theological framework that developed around them,
especially during the Byzantine era. The Seventh Ecumenical Council (Second Council of
Nicaea, 787 AD) defended the veneration of icons, distinguishing it from idolatry. The
council articulated that icons were not worshipped as mere objects but honored as
representations that direct the faithful toward the prototype—the divine reality they
signify.

This theological stance aligns closely with the mystical traditions within Christianity,
where the material world serves as a conduit for divine grace. Icons, thus, act as
sacramental images, bridging heaven and earth. According to mystics such as St. Gregory
Palamas, the icon embodies the uncreated light of God, making visible the invisible
spiritual realm. This concept underscores the mystical origins of Christianity, where
sensory experience and spiritual insight coalesce, enabling believers to partake in the
divine mysteries.

Iconography and Its Symbolic Language

The symbolism embedded in Christian icons is rich and multilayered, reflecting both
biblical narratives and mystical theology. Unlike Western religious art that often
emphasizes naturalism, Eastern Orthodox icons adhere to strict conventions designed to
transcend the physical and evoke the spiritual.

Features of Iconographic Art

Stylization and Abstraction: Icons eschew realistic perspective in favor of a
flattened plane and reverse perspective, inviting viewers into a spiritual dimension
rather than an earthly scene.

Color Symbolism: Colors carry deep theological meanings—gold symbolizes divine
light, blue represents the heavens, and red denotes sacrifice and resurrection.

Facial Expressions and Gestures: The serene, often somber expressions suggest a
spiritual stillness, encouraging contemplative prayer.

Use of Inscriptions: Greek or Church Slavonic text often accompanies icons,
identifying figures and imparting theological insights.

This symbolic language transforms icons into more than mere images; they become
teaching tools that communicate the mystical truths of Christianity, accessible not only to
clergy but to laypersons seeking spiritual nourishment.



The Role of Icons in Liturgical and Mystical
Practice

Icons have played an indispensable role in Christian worship and mysticism throughout
history. Their presence in churches, homes, and personal prayer corners serves to sanctify
space and time, integrating the sacred into daily life.

Icons as Instruments of Contemplative Prayer

In the mystical tradition, icons are used in the practice of hesychasm—a form of
contemplative prayer emphasizing inner stillness and the repetitive invocation of the Jesus
Prayer. The icon acts as a focal point, aiding the practitioner in transcending the
distractions of the material world to enter into communion with God.

Comparative Significance in Eastern and Western
Christianity

While icons are predominantly associated with Eastern Orthodox Christianity, their
influence extends into Western Christian art and devotion. However, the treatment and
theological understanding differ. The Western Church, particularly after the Renaissance,
tended to favor more naturalistic religious art, whereas Eastern Orthodoxy maintained a
strong mystical and theological attachment to the traditional iconographic form.

The Iconoclastic Controversies (8th–9th centuries) highlight the tension surrounding
icons, where debates over their use challenged the Church's understanding of sacred
imagery. The eventual triumph of icon veneration reinforced the mystical origins of
Christianity, emphasizing that divine revelation could manifest through material means
without compromising monotheistic principles.

The Mystical Origins of Christianity and the
Visual Language of Icons

Christian mysticism, rooted in the experiential knowledge of God, predates the formal
establishment of iconography but found in icons a visual and theological affirmation of its
core tenets. Early Christian mystics articulated a worldview where the seen and unseen
are dynamically interconnected. Icons visually encapsulate this mystical worldview,
making the intangible accessible.

The Intersection of Mysticism and Icon Veneration



The mystical origins of Christianity emphasize direct, personal experiences of the divine.
Icons serve as tangible embodiments of this mystical encounter, allowing believers to
“see” and “touch” the sacred through art. This sacramental perspective is vital to
understanding how icons function within the spiritual life, transcending mere aesthetic
appreciation.

Impact on Christian Devotional Life and Culture

The veneration of icons has shaped Christian spirituality, art, and culture for centuries. It
has inspired countless works of religious art, influenced architectural design, and fostered
a unique devotional ethos characterized by reverence, contemplation, and a profound
sense of mystery.

Educational Role: Icons have historically functioned as visual scriptures, educating
the illiterate faithful through imagery.

Community Identity: Icons reinforce communal bonds by providing shared symbols
of faith and heritage.

Spiritual Continuity: The tradition of iconography connects contemporary believers
to the early mystical experiences of Christianity.

In this way, icons not only reflect but actively participate in the living tradition of Christian
mysticism.

The exploration of icons and the mystical origins of Christianity reveals a rich tapestry of
faith where art, theology, and spirituality intersect. Far from static objects, icons remain
vibrant conduits through which the divine mystery continues to inspire and transform.

Icons And The Mystical Origins Of Christianity

  icons and the mystical origins of christianity: Icons and the Mystical Origins of
Christianity Richard Temple, 1990
  icons and the mystical origins of christianity: Icons and the Mystical Origins of
Christianity Richard Temple, 1990 Uses the imagery of icons as a basis for exploring the true
mystical source of the Christian faith.
  icons and the mystical origins of christianity: Die Geschichte von Gott Karen Armstrong,
2012-10-01 Wer oder wie ist Gott? In Die Geschichte von Gott, dem Buch, das den Weltruf von Karen
Armstrong begründete, zeichnet die britische Religionswissenschaftlerin die faszinierende
Entwicklungsgeschichte der Gottessuche von den mythologischen Anfängen bis heute nach. Dabei
kommt sie zu dem Ergebnis, dass die Menschen zu allen Zeiten das Bild von Gott nach ihren eigenen
Bedürfnissen geformt haben. Sowohl für die drei monotheistischen Religionen – Judentum,
Christentum und Islam –, aber auch für andere religiöse Vorstellungswelten gilt, dass sich ein neues
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Gottesbild nur dann durchgesetzt hat, wenn es den Menschen in ihrer konkreten Lebenswirklichkeit
half.
  icons and the mystical origins of christianity: Moving beyond Theoria toward Theosis
Justin A. Davis, 2024-06-10 Moving Beyond Theoria Towards Theosis focuses on the telos of man as
understood in Plato’s theoria, envisioned in the allegory of the cave, and early Christian
reinterpretation of theoria as theosis. In his famed allegory of the cave, Plato maintains that real life
exists beyond our base perceptions of reality and is found in the realm of ideas. Theoria is eternal
rest in this realm and is understood as the telos of mankind. Plato’s theoria underwent change as it
was reinterpreted under middle-Platonic and neo-Platonic thought. These systems incorporated a
more mature idea of the divine than Plato, but still minimized the material world. This book explores
how early Christianity inherited Plato’s cosmology and terminology. Theoria was also reinterpreted
within the Christian context. Eventually the term was abandoned for theosis. Theosis is beyond
theoria, as it includes contemplation of the forms as well as union with the source of the forms and
the affirmation of the material realm. In this volume, Justin A. Davis shows how the Orthodox use of
icons can be key to understanding theosis. The icon is a material object that connects to a higher
reality, and ultimately toward union with the divine. Plato’s cosmology is collapsed and transfigured
in union with the uncreated energy of God. Icons are the depiction of spiritual ascesis and the new
telos of man, theosis.
  icons and the mystical origins of christianity: Der Berg des Schweigens: Begegnung mit
einem christlichen Meister Kyriacos C. Markides, 2020-03-17 Professor Markides lehrt Soziologie an
einer amerikanischen Universität, als er eines Tages wieder in seine alte Heimat Zypern reist. Auf
wundersamen Wegen lernt er dort einen Mönch vom heiligen Berg Athos kennen – und findet seinen
Meister! Ein einzigartiges Buch über die außergewöhnliche Begegnung eines intellektuellen
Westlers mit einem Mönch der Orthodoxen Kirche, der auf dem Pfad des Herzens wandelt. Es
entfaltet sich ein wahres Feuerwerk des Geistes, voller Spiritualität, mit wunderbaren Erlebnissen,
außergewöhnlichen Heilungen, mitreißendem Humor und unbeschreiblich tiefer Weisheit und
Menschlichkeit. Erstmals wird in diesem Dialog zwischen Kyriacos Markides und seinem Meister
Vater Maximos das innerste Geheimnis jener einzigartigen mystischen Welt enthüllt, die sich auf
dem Athos Jahrhunderte lang weitgehend unbehelligt von der Außenwelt entfalten konnte. Es drängt
sich fast der Vergleich zwischen Tibet und dem Athos auf – zwei verborgene Welten, die ganz im
Einklang mit dem Göttlichen leben. So könnte Vater Maximos auch ein erleuchteter tibetischer
Lama sein; aber er ist ein erleuchteter christlicher Mönch! Ein bewegender, zutiefst fesselnder
Einblick in das innerste Herz des Christentums, der so noch nie enthüllt worden ist!
  icons and the mystical origins of christianity: The Case for God Karen Armstrong,
2011-05-31 There is widespread confusion about the nature of religious truth. For the first time in
history, a significantly large number of people want nothing to do with God. Militant atheists preach
a gospel of godlessness with the zeal of missionaries and find an eager audience. Tracing the history
of faith from the Palaeolithic Age to the present, Karen Armstrong shows that meaning of words
such as 'belief', 'faith', and 'mystery' has been entirely altered, so that atheists and theists alike now
think and speak about God - and, indeed, reason itself - in a way that our ancestors would have
found astonishing. Does God have a future? Karen Armstrong examines how we can build a faith that
speaks to the needs of our troubled and dangerously polarised world.
  icons and the mystical origins of christianity: Natural Birth Kristina Turner, 2014-05-09 In
our society childbirth is often viewed as something to be feared and even to be avoided, through
elective caesarian or extreme pain suppression. In this uplifting book Kristina Turner applies
esoteric knowledge to show practical ways of transforming a difficult experience into a positive and
deeply spiritual one. Kristina looks closely at the physical processes that take place in the body
during pregnancy and childbirth, as well at explaining the facts behind hospital procedures and
options for home birth -- providing readers with the necessary knowledge to make their own choices.
She feels that birthing should be viewed as a unified process, from the nine months of pregnancy
through labour to the many months of breastfeeding; all three stages contribute to developing the



bond between mother and child and the child's emotional function. Kristina writes beautifully about
the sacred mystery inherent in conception and pregnancy, and guides the new mother towards being
a conscious participant in the spiritual process of bringing life into this world. This book is both very
practical and hugely inspiring.
  icons and the mystical origins of christianity: Discovering Gurdjieff Dorothy Phillpotts, 2008
Discovering Gurdjieff is more than just a memoir, it is an at times painfully honest account of one
woman's quest to find answers to the questions that troubled her from an early age, and ultimately
to discover a philosophy of life by which she might live. Along the way, she examines various
religions, but it is not until her introduction to Gurdjieff's work through the 1941 lectures of J.G.
Bennett, the essence of which she reproduces in his original words, that her search is rewarded. In
later chapters, she faithfully reproduces the conversations she had in Paris with Gurdjieff and the
monumental effect his teachings had on her search for Truth. Gurdjieff has had a lifelong influence
on Dorothy and she spent much of the last 25 years of her life setting down her memories and
ensuring their accuracy. At the time of writing, she was one of the last few people left alive who
knew Gurdjieff personally, and as such her book gives an authentic view of the work and charismatic
nature of this teacher, who Colin Wilson called the greatest teacher of the 20th century... However,
the unique element of this book is her description of the way meetings with Gurdjieff himself, along
with her fervent study of relevant works, gradually enabled her to discover herself--Dust jacket.
  icons and the mystical origins of christianity: The Future of the Ancient World Jeremy
Naydler, 2009-07-24 The sacred consciousness that prevailed in antiquity is the key to unlocking our
future • Shows how scientific consciousness, which gives primacy to the sense of sight, estranged us
from the participatory spiritual consciousness of antiquity • Explores the vital importance of the
imagination in reconnecting us to the spirit world The Future of the Ancient World sheds new light
on the evolution of consciousness from antiquity to modern times. The twelve essays in this book
examine developments in human consciousness over the past five thousand years that most history
books do not touch. In ancient times, human beings were finely attuned to the invisible world of the
gods, spirits, and ancestors. Today, by contrast, our modern scientific consciousness regards what is
physically imperceptible as unreal. Our experience of the natural world has shifted from an
awareness of the divine presence animating all things to the mere scientific analyses of physical
attributes, a deadened mode of awareness that relies on our ability to believe only in what we can
see. In these richly illustrated and wide-ranging essays that span the cultures of ancient Egypt,
Mesopotamia, Greece, Rome, and the early Christian period, Jeremy Naydler shows how the
consciousness that prevailed in ancient times may inspire us toward a future in which we once again
reconnect with invisible realms. If the history of consciousness bears witness to the loss of visionary
and participatory awareness, it also shows a new possibility--the possibility of developing a free and
objective relationship to the spirit world. Naydler urges us not only to draw inspiration from the
wisdom of the ancients but to carry this wisdom forward into the future in a renewed relationship to
the spiritual that is based on human freedom and responsibility.
  icons and the mystical origins of christianity: Transpersonal Research Methods for the
Social Sciences William Braud, Rosemarie Anderson, 1998-04-29 The authors explain and discuss a
series of transpersonal research methods designed to help researchers develop new ways of
investigating extraordinary human experiences of a subjective nature.
  icons and the mystical origins of christianity: Romania Revisited Alan Ogden, 2022-08-01
Romania Revisited is the definitive story of the journeys made by English travelers to Romania
between 1602 and 1941. The author, Alan Ogden, interweaves the impressions of previous
generations into the witty account of his own journeys made in the summer and winter of 1998.
Starting with the Transylvanian adventures of Captain John Smith in 1602, the bibliography is the
most detailed inventory yet published of English travel writing on Romania. The author’s own
journey is a comprehensive and perspicacious review of today’s Romania. Ogden focuses on the
heritage and art of the country, while providing a delightful account of his own experiences en route.
The book is illustrated with the author’s own photographs, based on the work of Kurt Hielscher in



1933, and with helpful maps drawn by the author. Romania Revisited makes a valuable contribution
to the study of the external perception of Romania over the centuries and is the perfect travel
companion for today’s visitor.
  icons and the mystical origins of christianity: White Bird, Black Serpent, Red Book Stuart
Douglas, 2018-04-17 This book is principally about what is commonly referred to as Gnosticism and
its influence on Jung's analytical psychology. It is intended for anyone who are interested in Jungian
studies and /or Gnosticism, both the scholar and the general enthusiast and transpersonal
psychology community.
  icons and the mystical origins of christianity: Hidden Wisdom Richard Smoley, Jay Kinney,
2012-12-13 Contemporary seekers on the hunt for an overview of the Western mystery traditions
often face a small selection of dense, out-of-date tomes. Alternatively, Hidden Wisdom is a fresh,
coherent, and accessible work that expounds many of the teachings of Western esotericism,
examining its key figures and movements.
  icons and the mystical origins of christianity: The Icon Painter's Handbook Ian Knowles,
2023-06-01 This handbook is an in depth introduction to the theory and practice of Byzantine icon
painting in egg tempera. The aim is to help all students aspire to create icons that are both sound
theologically while being aesthetically beautiful. This volume focuses on the Face of Christ,
especially in the Mandolin icon, and covers all the basics of icon painting. Subsequent volumes are
planned which will look at the figure and the Kyykotissa icon, the design of festal icons, backgrounds
and buildings . This handbook uses dozens of precisely chosen, clear illustrations, gives precise
recipes for colours and mixtures, provides step by step instructions to follow, and links directly to
video demonstrations which show some of the most difficult processes close up. It puts the practical
aspects of icon painting in a clear historical and theological framework, introducing the application
of the timeless principles on which the aesthetics of icon painting are built. As art for the Church's
Liturgy, icon painting calls for the highest aesthetic standards and this book aims to help make that
achievable for the average committed student. Icon painting is presented here as a vocation, rather
than a hobby or an interesting artistic technique though this handbook will be of interest to anyone
drawn to the world of the Byzantine liturgy and its icons. By encouraging students to do more than
simply copy good examples from the past but to understand how the medieval Christian artist
understood what he or she was doing and how they put that into practice, this handbook brings the
world of the Byzantine artist back to life. Icon painting is opened up as a living art form for today's
Church. The author, who has theology degrees from Oxford University and Heythrop College in
London, has many years of icon teaching experience, founding the Bethlehem Icon School in 2010 at
the Emmanuel Greek Catholic Monastery in Bethlehem, where he continues to teach from time to
time. This handbook began as handouts for his students on the Prince's School of Traditional Arts
icon painting course, while that was being run at the Bethlehem Icon Centre in Palestine, and has
finally emerged as a companion to the online Academy Course in Icon Painting and for members of
the Arbor Vitae Icon Academy which the author established during the Covid pandemic.
  icons and the mystical origins of christianity: Building on Bion-- Branches Robert M. Lipgar,
Malcolm Pines, 2003 The enduring influence of Bion's work is the central theme of this book.
Chapters by distinguished international contributors from the fields of psychoanalysis, group
analysis, management consultancy and social science cover work with large groups, Bion and the
Tavistock conferences, and his ideas about thinking, learning, dreams and mentality.
  icons and the mystical origins of christianity: The Mountain of Silence Kyriacos C.
Markides, 2002-03-12 An acclaimed expert in Christian mysticism travels to monasteries high in the
Troodos Mountains of Cyprus and offers a fascinating look at the Greek Orthodox approach to
spirituality that will appeal to modern seekers. In an engaging combination of dialogues, reflections,
conversations, history, and travel information, Kyriacos C. Markides continues the exploration of a
spiritual tradition and practice he began in Riding with the Lion. His earlier book took readers to the
isolated peninsula of Mount Athos in northern Greece and into a group of ancient monasteries.
There, in what might be called a “Christian Tibet,” two thousand monks and hermits practice the



spiritual arts to attain oneness with God. In his new book, Markides follows Father Maximos, one of
Mount Athos’s monks, to the troubled island of Cyprus. As Father Maximos establishes churches,
convents, and monasteries in this deeply divided land, Markides is awakened anew to the
magnificent spirituality of the Greek Orthodox Church. Images of the land and the people of Cyprus
and details of its tragic history enrich The Mountain of Silence. Like the writings of the great
mystics, the book brilliantly evokes the confluence of an inner and outer journey. The depth and
richness of its spiritual message echo the thoughts and writings of Saint Francis of Assisi and other
great saints of the Western Church as well. The result is a remarkable work–a moving, profoundly
human examination of the role and the power of spirituality in a complex and confusing world.
  icons and the mystical origins of christianity: The Liberation of Thought Gary Bryant,
2015-12-03 The most profound thinkers, East and West, have concluded that thought or reason
cannot know what is real, cannot discover truth. The universal insight that led to this conclusion is
that thought itself is not free but enslaved by desire or passion. Modern and postmodern Western
thought has resigned itself to this inability to discover truth, while Eastern thought offers varied
remedies intended to liberate thought. The Liberation of Thought will show how ancient Western
thought also offered remedies, explaining how modern Western thought was unable to retain this
remedial teaching. In so doing, The Liberation of Thought will present a universal teaching, born in
the East and brought to the West, that restates ancient Eastern and Western remedies to thought's
enslavement, pointing the way to a direct and certain discovery of truth.
  icons and the mystical origins of christianity: The Simple Truth Simon Morley, 2020-12-15
The monochrome—a single-color work of art—is highly ambiguous. For some it epitomizes purity and
is art reduced to its essence. For others it is just a stunt, the proverbial emperor’s new clothes. Why
are monochrome works both so admired and such an easy target of scorn? Why does a monochrome
look so simple and yet is so challenging to comprehend? And what is it that drives artists to create
such works? In this illuminating book, Simon Morley unpacks the meanings of the monochrome as it
has developed internationally over the twentieth century to today. In doing so, he also explores how
artists have understood what they make, how critics variously interpret it, and how art is
encountered by viewers.
  icons and the mystical origins of christianity: Creation as Sacrament John Chryssavgis,
2019-06-27 John Chryssavgis explores the sacred dimension of the natural environment, and the
significance of creation in the rich theological history and spiritual classics of the Orthodox Church,
through the lens of its unique ascetical, liturgical and mystical experience. The global ecological
crisis affecting humanity's air, water, and land, as well as the planet's flora and fauna, has resulted
in manifest fissures on the image of God in creation. Chryssavgis examines, from an Orthodox
Christian perspective, the possibility of restoring that shattered image through the sacramental
lenses of cosmic transfiguration, cosmic interconnection, and cosmic reconciliation. The viewpoints
of early theologians and contemporary thinkers are extensively explored from a theological and
spiritual perspective, including countering those who deny that God's creation is in crisis. Presenting
a worldview advanced and championed by the Orthodox Church in the modern world, this book
encourages personal and societal transformation in making ethical and economic choices that
respect creation as sacrament.
  icons and the mystical origins of christianity: Inner Christianity Richard Smoley,
2002-10-08 An eye-opening introduction to the complex world of esoteric Christianity—perfect for
the general reader This guide to mystical and esoteric Christianity speaks from a nonsectarian point
of view, unearthing insights from the whole of the Christian tradition, orthodox and heretical,
famous and obscure. The esoteric tradition has traditionally searched for meanings that would yield
a deeper inner knowledge of the divine. While traditional Christianity draws a timeline from Adam's
Fall to the Day of Judgment, the esoteric often sees time as folding in on itself, bringing every point
to the here and now. While the Church fought bitterly over dogma, the esoteric borrowed freely from
other traditions—Kabbalah, astrology, and alchemy—in their search for metaphors of inner truth.
Rather than basing his book around exponents of esoteric doctrine, scholar Richard Smoley



concentrates on the questions that are of interest to every searching Christian. How can one attain
direct spiritual experience? What does the Fall really tell us about coming to terms with the world
we live in? Can we find salvation in everyday life? How can we ascend, spiritually, through the
various levels of existence? What was Christ's true message to humankind? From the Gospel of
Thomas to A Course in Miracles, from the Jesus Prayer to alchemy and Tarot, from Origen to Dante
to Jung, Richard Smoley sheds the light of an alternative Christianity on these issues and more.
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