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canterbury tales by geoffrey chaucer is not just a cornerstone of English
literature; it is a vivid window into the social, cultural, and religious
tapestry of 14th-century England. Written in Middle English, this collection
of stories has captivated readers for centuries, offering both entertainment
and insight into medieval life. Geoffrey Chaucer’s masterful use of
storytelling, character development, and satire makes The Canterbury Tales a
fascinating study for anyone interested in literature, history, or language.

The Historical Context of Canterbury Tales by
Geoffrey Chaucer

To truly appreciate the richness of Canterbury Tales by Geoffrey Chaucer, it
helps to understand the world in which Chaucer wrote. The late 1300s was a
transformative period in England. The feudal system was still prevalent, but
social mobility was beginning to shift due to economic changes after the
Black Death. The Church held immense power, yet it was also subject to
criticism and reform.

Chaucer himself was a well-traveled diplomat and civil servant, which exposed
him to various cultures and ideas. This background allowed him to infuse his
work with a wide range of perspectives, making The Canterbury Tales a mirror
reflecting the complexities of medieval society.

Structure and Style of The Canterbury Tales

At its core, The Canterbury Tales is a frame narrative. The premise is simple
yet ingenious: a group of pilgrims traveling to the shrine of Saint Thomas
Becket in Canterbury decide to tell stories to pass the time. This setup
enables Chaucer to showcase an array of voices and viewpoints, each tale
revealing something unique about the teller.

Variety of Tales and Genres

One of the remarkable features of Canterbury Tales by Geoffrey Chaucer is the
diversity of the stories themselves. They range from romantic and chivalric
tales to bawdy and humorous anecdotes, from moral fables to religious
allegories. This variety not only keeps the reader engaged but also
highlights the different social classes and personalities of the pilgrims:



- The Knight’s Tale: A chivalric romance focusing on honor and courtly love.
- The Miller’s Tale: A bawdy and comedic story full of trickery.
- The Wife of Bath’s Tale: A powerful narrative exploring themes of female
agency and marriage.
- The Pardoner’s Tale: A moral story warning against greed.

Each tale is told in verse, using rhyming couplets, which was innovative at
the time and helped establish English as a literary language.

Use of Middle English

Chaucer’s choice to write in Middle English rather than Latin or French was
revolutionary. At the time, English was considered a less prestigious
language, mostly spoken by the lower classes. By elevating English through
his poetic form, Chaucer helped pave the way for English literature as we
know it today.

Reading the original Middle English can be challenging, but modern
translations and annotated editions make the tales accessible to contemporary
audiences while preserving Chaucer’s wit and style.

Characters and Social Commentary in Canterbury
Tales

One of the most captivating aspects of Canterbury Tales by Geoffrey Chaucer
is its vivid cast of characters. Chaucer introduces us to pilgrims from
various walks of life, each with distinct personalities, occupations, and
social standings. This diversity allows him to comment on the societal norms
and tensions of his time.

The Pilgrims: A Microcosm of Medieval Society

The pilgrims include:

- The Knight: A noble and honorable warrior.
- The Prioress: A refined and somewhat pretentious nun.
- The Merchant: A shrewd businessman.
- The Friar: A corrupt religious figure.
- The Wife of Bath: A confident, experienced woman with strong views on
marriage.

Through these characters, Chaucer explores themes such as class conflict,
corruption in the Church, gender roles, and human folly. His portrayal is
often satirical but never one-dimensional, allowing readers to empathize with



the pilgrims’ flaws and virtues.

Satire and Humor

Chaucer’s sharp wit shines through in his use of satire. For example, the
Pardoner’s prologue reveals his own greed and hypocrisy, undermining his
moralizing tale about the dangers of avarice. Similarly, the Miller’s crude
humor provides a counterpoint to the Knight’s lofty ideals, illustrating the
contrast between high and low culture.

This blend of humor and critique makes The Canterbury Tales a complex and
engaging work that continues to resonate with readers.

The Literary Significance and Legacy of
Canterbury Tales by Geoffrey Chaucer

The impact of Canterbury Tales by Geoffrey Chaucer on English literature
cannot be overstated. It laid the foundation for narrative poetry and
influenced countless writers over the centuries.

Influence on English Literature

Chaucer’s work helped establish English as a legitimate literary language
during a time when Latin and French dominated scholarly and artistic
expression. His use of iambic pentameter and rhyming couplets became a model
for poets like William Shakespeare and John Milton.

Moreover, the narrative technique of a frame story hosting multiple tales
inspired later writers to experiment with storytelling structures.

Continuing Relevance Today

Beyond its historical importance, Canterbury Tales by Geoffrey Chaucer
remains relevant because it touches on universal human experiences: love,
greed, faith, and folly. Modern adaptations, from theater productions to
graphic novels, demonstrate the enduring appeal of Chaucer’s characters and
themes.

Students and literature enthusiasts often find that engaging with the tales
offers valuable insights into medieval life and the evolution of the English
language. Many academic courses include The Canterbury Tales as essential
reading, highlighting its role in shaping Western literary traditions.



Tips for Reading and Appreciating The
Canterbury Tales

If you’re new to The Canterbury Tales by Geoffrey Chaucer, diving into a
14th-century text can feel intimidating. Here are some pointers to make the
experience more enjoyable and enriching:

Choose a good translation: Look for versions with helpful footnotes and
modern English translations alongside the original Middle English.

Understand the context: Familiarize yourself with medieval social
structures and religious practices to appreciate the satire fully.

Read aloud: Chaucer’s poetry is rhythmic and musical, so reading the
lines aloud can bring the stories to life.

Explore different tales: Don’t feel obligated to read in order. Sampling
diverse tales can provide a broader sense of the work’s richness.

Discuss with others: Joining a reading group or online forum can deepen
your understanding through shared perspectives.

Exploring Themes in Canterbury Tales by
Geoffrey Chaucer

The themes in The Canterbury Tales are as varied as the stories themselves,
reflecting the complexity of human nature and society. Some prominent themes
include:

Social Class and Mobility

The pilgrimage itself brings together people from different social levels,
highlighting both harmony and conflict. Chaucer explores the rigidity of the
feudal system but also points to the emerging middle class represented by
characters like the Merchant and the Wife of Bath.

Religion and Morality

Religion is central to the pilgrimage, yet many tales critique the Church and
clergy, exposing corruption and hypocrisy. This duality invites readers to



question morality beyond institutional dogma.

Love and Marriage

Many tales, notably the Wife of Bath’s, explore the dynamics of love, power,
and gender roles within marriage. Chaucer’s nuanced characters challenge
contemporary views, providing early commentary on women’s agency.

Fate and Fortune

The idea of fortune’s wheel and the unpredictability of life appear in
stories like The Knight’s Tale, reflecting medieval beliefs about destiny and
human control.

---

Canterbury Tales by Geoffrey Chaucer offers a journey that is both
entertaining and intellectually stimulating. Whether you’re drawn to its rich
storytelling, its portrayal of medieval life, or its linguistic significance,
the work remains a treasure trove for readers across generations. Exploring
its pages is like joining the pilgrims themselves — embarking on an adventure
filled with laughter, reflection, and discovery.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Canterbury Tales' by Geoffrey Chaucer
about?
'The Canterbury Tales' is a collection of stories told by a group of pilgrims
traveling to Canterbury Cathedral. Each pilgrim tells tales that reflect
their personality and social class, offering a vivid portrayal of medieval
English society.

When was 'The Canterbury Tales' written?
'The Canterbury Tales' was written in the late 14th century, around the 1380s
to 1400, during the Middle Ages.

Who are the main characters in 'The Canterbury
Tales'?
The main characters are the pilgrims, including the Knight, the Miller, the
Wife of Bath, the Pardoner, the Prioress, and the Host, among others, each



representing different social classes and occupations.

What is the significance of the pilgrimage in 'The
Canterbury Tales'?
The pilgrimage serves as a framing device for the storytelling, bringing
together a diverse group of people who share their stories along the journey,
highlighting themes of social diversity, human nature, and morality.

What language is 'The Canterbury Tales' written in?
The Canterbury Tales is written in Middle English, the vernacular language of
England during Chaucer's time.

Why is Geoffrey Chaucer considered the 'Father of
English literature'?
Chaucer is considered the Father of English literature because he was one of
the first writers to demonstrate the artistic potential of the English
language at a time when Latin and French dominated literary works.

How does 'The Canterbury Tales' reflect medieval
society?
The tales illustrate various aspects of medieval society, including class
structure, religious beliefs, social tensions, and human behaviors, providing
a rich social commentary through its diverse characters.

Are all the tales in 'The Canterbury Tales'
completed?
No, 'The Canterbury Tales' is actually unfinished. Chaucer planned many more
tales, but he died before completing the work, so some tales are incomplete
or missing.

What themes are explored in 'The Canterbury Tales'?
Themes include social class and mobility, corruption in the church, love and
marriage, morality, human folly, and the complexity of human nature.

How has 'The Canterbury Tales' influenced
literature?
'The Canterbury Tales' has greatly influenced English literature by
popularizing the use of vernacular English and the narrative frame structure,
inspiring countless writers and becoming a foundational work in the Western
literary canon.



Additional Resources
Canterbury Tales by Geoffrey Chaucer: A Timeless Exploration of Medieval
Society

canterbury tales by geoffrey chaucer stands as one of the most significant
works in English literature, offering a vivid portrait of 14th-century
England through a diverse assembly of characters narrating stories on a
pilgrimage. Written in Middle English, this collection of stories not only
reflects the linguistic evolution of its time but also provides insightful
commentary on social classes, human nature, and the complexities of medieval
life. As an enduring piece of literary art, Geoffrey Chaucer’s masterpiece
continues to captivate scholars, students, and readers worldwide.

Historical Context and Literary Significance

Understanding the historical backdrop of the canterbury tales by geoffrey
chaucer is essential to appreciating its depth and nuance. Composed in the
late 14th century, during the reign of King Richard II, the work emerges in
an era marked by social upheaval, the aftermath of the Black Death, and
growing tensions between different social strata. Chaucer’s choice to write
in Middle English, rather than Latin or French—which were the dominant
literary languages of the time—helped democratize literature and played a
pivotal role in shaping the English literary canon.

Chaucer’s work is often credited with pioneering the use of the English
vernacular in serious literature, thereby elevating the status of English as
a literary language. The canterbury tales by geoffrey chaucer also introduced
a new narrative technique: the frame story structure, wherein various
pilgrims narrate tales that reflect their individual characteristics and
societal roles. This innovative format allowed Chaucer to explore multiple
genres and voices within a single text, ranging from romance and fabliau to
moral allegory and satire.

The Frame Narrative and Its Impact

The structure of the canterbury tales is one of its most studied features.
The frame narrative revolves around a group of pilgrims traveling from London
to Canterbury to visit the shrine of Saint Thomas Becket. Each pilgrim agrees
to tell stories to entertain the company, resulting in a mosaic of narratives
that reveal their personalities and social backgrounds.

This device serves several functions:

Diversity of Voices: By including characters from different social
classes—knights, clergy, merchants, peasants—Chaucer presents a



microcosm of medieval society.

Social Commentary: The tales often contain subtle, and sometimes overt,
critiques of contemporary institutions such as the Church and the
aristocracy.

Engagement and Variety: The assortment of genres and storytelling styles
keeps the narrative dynamic and allows Chaucer to address a broad
audience.

The frame story itself remains unfinished, adding a layer of mystery and
interpretative openness that has intrigued readers for centuries.

Characterization and Social Satire

One of the most compelling aspects of the canterbury tales by geoffrey
chaucer is its rich cast of characters, each representing distinct facets of
medieval society. Chaucer’s skillful characterization provides a window into
the human condition, transcending time and culture.

Notable Pilgrims and Their Tales

The Knight: Portrayed as the idealized nobleman, his tale is a chivalric
romance that reflects themes of honor and courtly love.

The Wife of Bath: A bold and experienced woman, her tale explores female
autonomy and challenges patriarchal norms.

The Pardoner: A church official whose tale ironically condemns greed
while he himself embodies it, illustrating hypocrisy.

The Miller: His bawdy and humorous fabliau contrasts sharply with the
Knight’s refined narrative, highlighting class differences.

Through these characters, Chaucer employs satire to critique societal norms.
The Church, for example, is depicted with irony and skepticism, revealing
corruption among clergy members. Meanwhile, the rising merchant class is
portrayed with both admiration and critique, reflecting the shifting economic
landscape of the time.



Language and Style

Chaucer’s mastery over Middle English and his inventive use of poetic forms
contribute significantly to the canterbury tales’ enduring appeal. The work
primarily employs iambic pentameter and rhymed couplets, which lend a musical
quality to the storytelling. Furthermore, the use of humor, irony, and vivid
imagery enhances the text’s accessibility and emotional resonance.

The linguistic richness also poses challenges for modern readers,
necessitating annotated editions or translations. However, this complexity
underscores Chaucer’s role in transitioning English literature from medieval
to early modern sensibilities.

Thematic Explorations in Canterbury Tales

Beyond its narrative and stylistic achievements, the canterbury tales by
geoffrey chaucer delves into universal themes that remain relevant today. The
interplay of morality, human folly, love, and social ambition is woven
through the diverse tales.

The Role of Morality and Religion

While rooted in a deeply religious era, the tales often question or
complicate conventional Christian morals. Many characters reveal human
weaknesses such as greed, lust, and hypocrisy, suggesting a nuanced view of
spirituality. The religious figures in the pilgrimage group are not exempt
from criticism, which highlights the gap between ideal and reality in
medieval religious life.

Love and Human Relationships

Love, both its idealized and pragmatic forms, is a recurring subject. The
Knight’s tale epitomizes courtly love, whereas the Wife of Bath’s narrative
challenges traditional gender roles and explores sexual politics. These
contrasting perspectives provide a multifaceted exploration of human
relationships.

Social Mobility and Class Tensions

The canterbury tales captures the fluidity and friction of social classes
during Chaucer’s time. The merchant and artisan classes are gaining
prominence, yet traditional aristocratic values persist. This tension is



reflected in the interactions among pilgrims and their stories, offering
insights into medieval social dynamics.

Reception and Legacy

Since its inception, canterbury tales by geoffrey chaucer has enjoyed
sustained scholarly attention and popular interest. It has been translated
into numerous languages, adapted into various media, and continues to feature
in academic curricula globally.

Chaucer’s influence extends beyond literature into the broader cultural and
linguistic identity of England. His work helped legitimize English as a
literary language and inspired generations of writers, from Shakespeare to
contemporary authors.

Modern interpretations often focus on the text’s complexity, exploring themes
of identity, power, and narrative authority. The unfinished nature of the
work invites ongoing analysis and debate, ensuring its place as a living
document of medieval thought and artistry.

The canterbury tales by geoffrey chaucer remains a testament to the power of
storytelling as a mirror to society. Its intricate blend of humor, critique,
and humanity offers readers a profound understanding of the medieval world
while resonating with universal human experiences.

Canterbury Tales By Geoffrey Chaucer

  canterbury tales by geoffrey chaucer: The Canterbury Tales Geoffrey Chaucer, 2003-02-04
Nevill Coghill’s masterly and vivid modern English verse translation with all the vigor and poetry of
Chaucer’s fourteenth-century Middle English A Penguin Classic In The Canterbury Tales Chaucer
created one of the great touchstones of English literature, a masterly collection of chivalric
romances, moral allegories and low farce. A story-telling competition between a group of pilgrims
from all walks of life is the occasion for a series of tales that range from the Knight’s account of
courtly love and the ebullient Wife of Bath’s Arthurian legend, to the ribald anecdotes of the Miller
and the Cook. Rich and diverse, The Canterbury Tales offer us an unrivalled glimpse into the life and
mind of medieval England. For more than sixty-five years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of
classic literature in the English-speaking world. With more than 1,500 titles, Penguin Classics
represents a global bookshelf of the best works throughout history and across genres and
disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide authoritative texts enhanced by introductions and
notes by distinguished scholars and contemporary authors, as well as up-to-date translations by
award-winning translators.
  canterbury tales by geoffrey chaucer: Geoffrey Chaucer Jerome Mandel, 1992 The same
artistic techniques of contrast, cross-referencing, and leitmotif which unify the individual tales, he
used to unify the multitale fragments and to ensure the coherence of the whole project. Even when
they do not share the same tone, point of view, narrator, or genre, the tales within each fragment
belong together because they share the same themes and types of characters and, perhaps most
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indicative of Chaucer's ideas of order, they share the same structure. These parallels, which pervade
every fragment of the Canterbury Tales, insist that certain tales, and no others, be joined to form a
coherent aesthetic unit. Therefore, each fragment, regardless of its intended position in a overall
scheme which Chaucer never completed, is a coherent work of art. By examining the methods
Chaucer used to link the tales into clearly defined and coherent fragments, Professor Mandel shows
how Chaucer designed and built the tales to fit together with mutual coherence.
  canterbury tales by geoffrey chaucer: Canterbury Tales Geoffrey Chaucer, 1992
  canterbury tales by geoffrey chaucer: The Canterbury Tales in Plain and Simple English
(Translated) Geoffrey Chaucer, 2012-12-21 Geoffrey Chaucer's The Canterbury Tales is epic in
everyway; it have love, humor, history, religion--it has it all! Who wouldn't want to read this true
classic? Unfortunately, reading it and understanding it can be two very different things because the
English often just does not make sense to the modern reader. Let BookCaps help with this modern
translation. If you have struggled in the past reading old English, then BookCaps can help you out.
We all need refreshers every now and then. Whether you are a student trying to cram for that big
final, or someone just trying to understand a book more, BookCaps can help. We are a small, but
growing company, and are adding titles every month.
  canterbury tales by geoffrey chaucer: Canterbury-Erzählungen Geoffrey Chaucer,
2016-10-12 Geoffrey Chaucer: Canterbury-Erzählungen. Canterbury Tales Erstdruck: London
(William Caxton) ca. 1478 (n.d.). Canterbury Tales. Hier nach der Übersetzung von Adolf von Düring,
Straßburg: Karl J. Crübner, 1886. Neuausgabe mit einer Biographie des Autors. Herausgegeben von
Karl-Maria Guth. Berlin 2016. Textgrundlage sind die Ausgaben: Chaucer, Geoffrey:
Canterbury-Erzählungen, in: Geoffrey Chaucers Werke, 3 Bände in zweien, Bd. 2/3, übers. v. Adolf
von Düring, Straßburg: Karl J. Crübner, 1886. Die Paginierung obiger Ausgaben wird in dieser
Neuausgabe als Marginalie zeilengenau mitgeführt. Umschlaggestaltung von Thomas
Schultz-Overhage. Gesetzt aus der Minion Pro, 11 pt.
  canterbury tales by geoffrey chaucer: The General Prologue to the Canterbury Tales Geoffrey
Chaucer, 2016-06-02 Six-hundred-year-old tales with modern relevance. This stunning full-colour
edition from the bestselling Cambridge School Chaucer series explores the complete text of The
General Prologue to the Canterbury Tales through a wide range of classroom-tested activities and
illustrated information, including a map of the Canterbury pilgrimage, a running synopsis of the
action, an explanation of unfamiliar words and suggestions for study. Cambridge School Chaucer
makes medieval life and language more accessible, helping students appreciate Chaucer's brilliant
characters, his wit, sense of irony and love of controversy.
  canterbury tales by geoffrey chaucer: Chaucer: The Prologue to the Canterbury Tales
Geoffrey Chaucer, 2018-02-08 This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important,
and is part of the knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced from the
original artifact, and remains as true to the original work as possible. Therefore, you will see the
original copyright references, library stamps (as most of these works have been housed in our most
important libraries around the world), and other notations in the work. This work is in the public
domain in the United States of America, and possibly other nations. Within the United States, you
may freely copy and distribute this work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the
body of the work. As a reproduction of a historical artifact, this work may contain missing or blurred
pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is important
enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the public. We appreciate your
support of the preservation process, and thank you for being an important part of keeping this
knowledge alive and relevant.
  canterbury tales by geoffrey chaucer: The Canterbury Tales Harold Bloom, 2008 Presents a
collection of critical essays on the Canterbury tales by Geoffrey Chaucer.
  canterbury tales by geoffrey chaucer: The Canterbury Tales Geoffrey Chaucer, 2017-07-12
This classic book is always read again and again.What is the classic book?Why is the classic
book?READ READ READ.. then you'll know it's so cool.



  canterbury tales by geoffrey chaucer: The Canterbury Tales Geoffrey Chaucer, 2016-06-21
The classic collection of beloved tales, both sacred and profane, of travelers in medieval England.
  canterbury tales by geoffrey chaucer: The Canterbury Tales Geoffrey Chaucer, 2017-11-01
  canterbury tales by geoffrey chaucer: The prologue to The Canterbury Tales of Geoffrey
Chaucer , 2004
  canterbury tales by geoffrey chaucer: The Prologue to the Canterbury Tales of Geoffrey
Chaucer Geoffrey Chaucer, Edward Francis Willoughby, 1880
  canterbury tales by geoffrey chaucer: The Canterbury Tales: Seventeen Tales and the
General Prologue (Third Edition) (Norton Critical Editions) Geoffrey Chaucer, 2018-06 “This book
has been more helpful to the students—both the better ones and the lesser ones—than any other
book I have ever used in any of my classes in my more than a quarter century of university
teaching.” —RICHARD L. KIRKWOOD, University of Wisconsin–Eau Claire This Norton Critical
Edition includes: • The medieval masterpiece’s most popular tales, including—new to the Third
Edition—The Man of Law’s Prologue and Tale and The Second Nun’s Prologue and Tale. • Extensive
marginal glosses, explanatory footnotes, a preface, and a guide to Chaucer’s language by V. A. Kolve
and Glending Olson. • Sources and analogues arranged by tale. • Twelve critical essays, seven of
them new to the Third Edition. • A Chronology, a Short Glossary, and a Selected Bibliography. About
the Series Read by more than 12 million students over fifty-five years, Norton Critical Editions set
the standard for apparatus that is right for undergraduate readers. The three-part
format—annotated text, contexts, and criticism—helps students to better understand, analyze, and
appreciate the literature, while opening a wide range of teaching possibilities for instructors.
Whether in print or in digital format, Norton Critical Editions provide all the resources students
need.
  canterbury tales by geoffrey chaucer: The Canterbury Tales and Other Poems Geoffrey
Chaucer, 2024-04-06 The Canterbury Tales and Other Poems is a collection of literary works by
Geoffrey Chaucer, one of the most important figures in English literature. Compiled in the late 14th
century, Chaucer's masterpiece, The Canterbury Tales, stands as the centerpiece of this collection.
The Canterbury Tales is a series of stories told by a diverse group of pilgrims traveling to the shrine
of Thomas Becket in Canterbury Cathedral. Each pilgrim tells a tale that reflects their social status,
personality, and worldview, offering readers a panoramic view of medieval English society. In
addition to The Canterbury Tales, Chaucer's collection includes a variety of other poems and shorter
works. These range from love poems and moral allegories to dream visions and philosophical
treatises, showcasing Chaucer's versatility as a poet and storyteller. Chaucer's writing is
characterized by its vivid characterization, keen social observation, and mastery of poetic form. His
use of Middle English vernacular, combined with rich imagery and humor, makes his work
accessible and engaging for modern readers.
  canterbury tales by geoffrey chaucer: Geoffrey Chaucer Geoffrey Chaucer, Michael
Alexander, 1980
  canterbury tales by geoffrey chaucer: The Prologue to the Canterbury Tales of Geoffrey
Chaucer Geoffrey Chaucer, 2015-08-22 This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally
important, and is part of the knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced
from the original artifact, and remains as true to the original work as possible. Therefore, you will
see the original copyright references, library stamps (as most of these works have been housed in
our most important libraries around the world), and other notations in the work. This work is in the
public domain in the United States of America, and possibly other nations. Within the United States,
you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright
on the body of the work.As a reproduction of a historical artifact, this work may contain missing or
blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is
important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the public. We
appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank you for being an important part of
keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.



  canterbury tales by geoffrey chaucer: The Knight's Tale Geoffrey Chaucer, 2011
Accompanying compact disc: The knight's tale: selected readings by Marc Guidry.
  canterbury tales by geoffrey chaucer: Chaucer's Canterbury Tales Geoffrey Chaucer, 1894
A collection of stories written by Geoffrey Chaucer in the 14th century that follows a group of
pilgrims who are traveling to the shrine of St. Thomas Becket in Canterbury and decide to tell each
other stories to pass the time.
  canterbury tales by geoffrey chaucer: The Prologue to the Canterbury Tales of Geoffrey
Chaucer Geoffrey Chaucer, 1909
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