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**Unlocking Understanding: Threshold Concepts in Womens and Gender Studies Free**

threshold concepts in womens and gender studies free serve as pivotal ideas that transform how

students and scholars perceive and engage with this rich, interdisciplinary field. These concepts are

more than just important themes; they represent gateways to deeper comprehension, often challenging

preconceived notions and fostering critical thinking about gender, power, identity, and society.

Exploring these threshold concepts not only enriches academic inquiry but also empowers individuals

to navigate complex social realities with greater insight.

What Are Threshold Concepts and Why Do They Matter in

Womens and Gender Studies?

Threshold concepts are core ideas within a discipline that, once understood, change the learner’s

perspective irreversibly. They are transformative, integrative, and often troublesome, meaning they can

create a sense of confusion before leading to a new clarity. In Womens and Gender Studies, these

concepts open up new ways of thinking about social structures, cultural norms, and personal identities.

Unlike other key terms or facts, threshold concepts require learners to engage deeply, often

challenging their existing worldview. This makes them essential for anyone studying gender, feminism,

sexuality, and intersectionality. Understanding these concepts freely through accessible resources can

democratize education and foster broader societal awareness.



Key Threshold Concepts in Womens and Gender Studies Free

Resources Often Highlight

1. Intersectionality: The Matrix of Social Identities

One of the most powerful threshold concepts in Womens and Gender Studies is intersectionality.

Coined by Kimberlé Crenshaw, it explains how different social identities—such as race, gender, class,

sexuality, and ability—intersect to create unique experiences of privilege and oppression.

Understanding intersectionality is crucial because it moves beyond single-axis thinking. It challenges

learners to consider how overlapping systems of power affect individuals differently. For example, the

experience of a Black woman cannot be fully understood by looking at race or gender alone.

Free educational platforms and open-access articles often explore intersectionality in depth, providing

learners with tools to analyze real-world issues through this multifaceted lens.

2. Gender as a Social Construct

Another fundamental threshold concept is the idea that gender is not a fixed biological fact but a social

construct. This challenges the traditional binary understanding of male and female by emphasizing how

societies create, enforce, and perform gender roles.

This concept encourages questioning of norms, language, and expectations around masculinity,

femininity, and non-binary identities. It is essential for grasping contemporary debates on transgender

rights, gender expression, and feminist theory.

Many free online courses and open-access readings offer comprehensive discussions on how gender



operates culturally and historically, making this concept accessible for learners worldwide.

3. Power and Patriarchy

Understanding power dynamics and the structure of patriarchy is another threshold concept central to

Womens and Gender Studies. Patriarchy refers to social systems where men hold primary power and

dominate roles in leadership, moral authority, and control of property.

Recognizing how patriarchy shapes institutions, relationships, and cultural norms helps learners

identify systemic inequalities and the mechanisms that sustain gender oppression.

Free resources often include case studies, historical overviews, and contemporary analyses that

illuminate the pervasive influence of patriarchy and strategies for resistance.

4. Feminist Epistemologies: Ways of Knowing

Feminist epistemology challenges traditional notions of knowledge and objectivity by emphasizing the

role of gender, experience, and social context in shaping what we consider “truth.”

This threshold concept invites learners to reflect on whose knowledge is valued and how marginalized

perspectives can offer critical insights into power and inequality.

Many free academic papers and open educational materials explore feminist methodologies and the

politics of knowledge, encouraging a more inclusive and reflexive approach to learning.

Accessing Free Resources to Explore Threshold Concepts in



Womens and Gender Studies

The good news is that understanding threshold concepts in Womens and Gender Studies free of cost

is increasingly possible thanks to the growth of open educational resources (OER). Here are some

valuable avenues to explore:

Open Courseware: Universities like MIT, Yale, and the University of Edinburgh offer free courses

on gender studies, often covering core threshold concepts.

Open Access Journals: Platforms such as JSTOR Daily or Project MUSE provide free articles on

feminist theory, intersectionality, and related topics.

Digital Libraries: Resources like the Feminist Theory Archive or the Women and Social

Movements in the United States database offer free primary sources and critical essays.

Educational Videos and Podcasts: Channels like TED-Ed, YouTube feminist educators, and

podcasts such as “Call Your Girlfriend” discuss complex ideas in accessible formats.

These resources support learners globally to engage with threshold concepts without barriers,

enhancing inclusivity and diversity in education.

Tips for Engaging with Threshold Concepts in Womens and

Gender Studies

Navigating threshold concepts can be challenging because they often disrupt established ways of

thinking. Here are some tips to make the journey smoother:



Embrace Uncertainty: Feel comfortable with confusion or discomfort; these are signs of1.

transformative learning.

Engage in Dialogue: Discuss ideas with peers or mentors to deepen understanding and challenge2.

assumptions.

Reflect Critically: Keep a journal or notes exploring how new concepts change your perspective.3.

Apply Concepts Practically: Use threshold concepts to analyze real-life situations, media, or4.

historical events.

Seek Diverse Voices: Explore materials from various cultural, racial, and socioeconomic5.

backgrounds to enrich your comprehension.

These strategies enhance the learning experience and foster a more nuanced grasp of gender and

feminist theories.

Why Free Access to Threshold Concepts in Womens and

Gender Studies Matters

Providing free access to these transformative ideas is more than an academic concern—it’s a social

imperative. Womens and Gender Studies often challenge dominant narratives and power structures,

advocating for equity and justice. When threshold concepts are locked behind paywalls, it restricts who

can participate in these critical conversations.

Free resources enable activists, educators, students, and curious minds worldwide to engage with

feminist theory and gender analysis. This democratization of knowledge helps build informed



communities that can push for meaningful social change.

Moreover, free access encourages interdisciplinary dialogue, connecting Womens and Gender Studies

with fields like sociology, history, psychology, and political science, enriching all areas with fresh,

critical perspectives.

Examples of Threshold Concepts in Action

To better understand how threshold concepts operate, consider these real-world scenarios:

Intersectionality in Policy Making: Policymakers applying intersectional analysis can craft laws

that address the specific needs of marginalized groups rather than one-size-fits-all solutions.

Gender Performativity in Media: Analyzing how television shows or advertisements reinforce or

subvert gender norms reveals the social construction of gender roles.

Challenging Patriarchal Systems: Grassroots feminist movements use knowledge about

patriarchy to organize campaigns and advocate for legal reforms.

Feminist Epistemology in Research: Scholars adopting feminist methodologies strive to include

voices traditionally excluded from academic discourse.

These examples illustrate how threshold concepts are not abstract theories but practical tools for

understanding and changing the world.

Exploring threshold concepts in Womens and Gender Studies free of cost opens doors to critical

insights and meaningful transformation. Whether you are a student, educator, or simply curious,



immersing yourself in these ideas offers a richer, more inclusive understanding of gender and

society—one that continues to evolve and inspire.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are threshold concepts in Women's and Gender Studies?

Threshold concepts in Women's and Gender Studies are core ideas or principles that, once

understood, transform a student's perception of the subject. They represent crucial gateways to deeper

learning about gender, power, identity, and social structures.

Where can I find free resources on threshold concepts in Women's and

Gender Studies?

Free resources can be found through academic open-access journals, university repositories,

educational websites like OpenStax, and platforms such as Google Scholar or JSTOR (free articles).

Additionally, some universities provide free course materials on Women's and Gender Studies.

Why are threshold concepts important in Women's and Gender Studies

education?

Threshold concepts help students grasp complex and often challenging ideas about gender,

intersectionality, and social justice. Understanding these concepts enables critical thinking and a

deeper appreciation of systemic inequalities and cultural norms.

Can you give examples of threshold concepts in Women's and Gender

Studies?

Examples include understanding gender as a social construct, recognizing intersectionality, grasping

the concept of patriarchy, and the idea of performativity in gender identity.



Are there any free online courses covering threshold concepts in

Women's and Gender Studies?

Yes, platforms like Coursera, edX, and FutureLearn offer free courses related to Women's and Gender

Studies that cover threshold concepts, sometimes with an option to audit the course for free.

How can educators incorporate threshold concepts into Women's and

Gender Studies curricula?

Educators can design curricula that focus on transformative ideas, use active learning strategies,

encourage critical reflection, and provide diverse perspectives to help students cross conceptual

thresholds effectively.

What role do threshold concepts play in feminist theory within

Women's and Gender Studies?

Threshold concepts in feminist theory, such as understanding systems of oppression and the

intersectionality of identities, are essential for analyzing and challenging social inequalities and for

fostering emancipatory knowledge.

Is there a comprehensive list of threshold concepts specific to

Women's and Gender Studies available for free?

While there is no single definitive list, many academic papers, teaching guides, and open educational

resources provide curated lists and discussions of threshold concepts specific to Women's and Gender

Studies, accessible through open-access platforms and university websites.

Additional Resources

**Understanding Threshold Concepts in Women’s and Gender Studies Free Resources**



threshold concepts in womens and gender studies free represent pivotal ideas that transform the way

learners engage with and understand complex social phenomena related to gender, identity, power,

and intersectionality. These concepts function as gateways, often challenging entrenched assumptions

and enabling profound shifts in perspective. The availability of free resources that elucidate these

threshold concepts is increasingly crucial for fostering inclusive education and expanding access to

critical feminist and gender theories.

As academic disciplines, Women’s and Gender Studies are inherently interdisciplinary and dynamic.

They navigate nuanced debates about social justice, equality, and cultural representation. Identifying

and exploring threshold concepts within this field helps both educators and students grasp the

transformative learning experiences that underpin feminist pedagogy. Meanwhile, free educational

materials and open-access scholarship democratize the dissemination of these core ideas, making

them accessible beyond traditional academic environments.

What Are Threshold Concepts in Women’s and Gender

Studies?

Threshold concepts are defined by their capacity to alter a learner’s understanding irreversibly. In

Women’s and Gender Studies, these concepts often involve rethinking normalized social structures,

power dynamics, and identities. For instance, concepts like “intersectionality,” “gender performativity,”

and “patriarchy” are not only foundational but also challenging because they require learners to

critically reassess previously held beliefs.

These threshold concepts are more than just vocabulary; they represent epistemological shifts. Once

grasped, they open up new avenues for analysis and action. This cognitive transformation is essential

in fields committed to social change and advocacy. Therefore, identifying and teaching these threshold

concepts effectively is vital in curricula but also in accessible, free educational platforms.



Key Threshold Concepts in Women’s and Gender Studies

Several threshold concepts repeatedly emerge as central to the discipline:

Intersectionality: Coined by Kimberlé Crenshaw, this concept highlights how race, class, gender,

sexuality, and other identities interlock to shape individual experiences and systemic

oppressions.

Gender Performativity: Introduced by Judith Butler, it challenges the idea of gender as innate,

instead framing it as a series of repeated social performances.

Patriarchy: A system of social structures and practices that perpetuate male dominance and

gender inequality.

Sexuality and Queer Theory: These frameworks deconstruct normative assumptions about

sexuality and challenge heteronormativity.

Power and Knowledge: Influenced by Michel Foucault, this concept explores how knowledge

production is intertwined with power relations, especially regarding marginalized groups.

These threshold concepts underpin feminist theory and critical gender analysis. Their mastery enables

students to engage with broader sociopolitical issues effectively.

The Importance of Free Resources in Exploring Threshold

Concepts



Access to high-quality educational materials on threshold concepts in Women’s and Gender Studies is

often limited by paywalls, institutional access restrictions, or geographical barriers. Free resources,

therefore, play a pivotal role in democratizing knowledge. They empower independent learners,

educators in underfunded institutions, and global audiences seeking to understand gender issues

without financial or systemic constraints.

Open educational resources (OER), such as freely available textbooks, online courses, lecture videos,

and academic articles, often integrate threshold concepts in accessible formats. Platforms like JSTOR

Open Content, Project Gutenberg, and university repositories increasingly host feminist and gender

studies materials at no cost.

For example, free online courses on gender theory typically introduce students to intersectionality and

gender performativity through interactive modules, case studies, and critical readings. These resources

enable learners to encounter threshold concepts in engaging and practical contexts, facilitating deeper

comprehension.

Benefits of Free Educational Materials

Wider Accessibility: Removes financial barriers and reaches diverse audiences globally.

Interdisciplinary Reach: Allows learners from various disciplines—sociology, history, cultural

studies—to explore gender theory without needing specialized enrollment.

Community Engagement: Encourages social activism and grassroots education by making

feminist knowledge widely available.

Adaptability: Educators can remix and tailor materials to suit different learning environments and

cultural contexts.



Challenges in Teaching and Learning Threshold Concepts

Freely

Despite the benefits, free resources also come with challenges. The complex and sometimes

contentious nature of threshold concepts in Women’s and Gender Studies requires nuanced

explanation and contextualization. Free resources may lack the personalized guidance, mentorship, or

critical dialogue found in formal academic settings.

Moreover, the interdisciplinary nature of these concepts demands materials that balance theory with

applied perspectives. Some free resources risk oversimplifying or misrepresenting key ideas due to

limited editorial oversight or the absence of expert facilitation.

Another concern is the digital divide. While many free resources exist online, unequal access to

internet infrastructure restricts their reach in marginalized communities. Thus, the promise of freely

available threshold concept education is contingent on addressing broader issues of digital equity.

Strategies for Enhancing Free Learning on Threshold Concepts

To overcome these challenges, several approaches can be employed:

Collaborative Platforms: Encouraging contributions from scholars, activists, and students to build1.

comprehensive, peer-reviewed content.

Interactive Learning: Incorporating multimedia, discussion forums, and virtual mentorship to2.

simulate classroom dialogue.



Localization: Adapting content to reflect diverse cultural contexts and examples relevant to3.

different communities.

Partnerships: Linking open educational resources with libraries, community centers, and NGOs4.

to expand offline access.

Comparing Free Resources to Traditional Academic Materials

Traditional academic materials in Women’s and Gender Studies often provide rigorous, extensively

researched content but may be prohibitively expensive or inaccessible outside universities. In contrast,

free resources prioritize accessibility but sometimes compromise on depth or representativeness.

For example, a scholarly monograph on intersectionality might offer comprehensive historical analysis

and critical debates, while a free online article may summarize the concept with limited nuance.

However, many free resources now bridge this gap by offering curated bibliographies, open peer

reviews, and links to primary texts.

This evolving landscape suggests a complementary relationship rather than a strict dichotomy.

Learners benefit from integrating free threshold concept materials with more formal academic study

when possible.

Popular Free Resources for Threshold Concepts in Women’s and

Gender Studies

OpenStax Gender and Women’s Studies Textbook: Provides foundational chapters on feminism,

intersectionality, and queer theory.



Coursera and edX Free Courses: Universities like Duke and University of London offer free

auditing options on gender studies topics.

Feminist Frequency: Offers video essays and analyses on media representation and gender

politics.

Google Scholar and Open Access Journals: Sources of peer-reviewed articles exploring threshold

concepts in detail.

Project Gutenberg and Internet Archive: Hosts classic feminist texts now in public domain.

These platforms illustrate the growing availability of scholarly and activist knowledge without cost

barriers.

Looking Ahead: The Future of Threshold Concepts and Free

Learning in Gender Studies

As awareness of systemic inequalities and gender-based discrimination grows worldwide, the demand

for accessible education on Women’s and Gender Studies intensifies. Threshold concepts remain at

the core of transformative learning, encouraging critical consciousness and social change.

Investments in free, high-quality educational resources that unpack these concepts will be

instrumental. Innovations in digital pedagogy, open scholarship, and community-driven content creation

promise to expand the reach and impact of gender studies education.

Simultaneously, addressing challenges such as content accuracy, cultural relevance, and digital

accessibility will be critical to maximizing the potential of threshold concepts in womens and gender

studies free offerings. The ongoing collaboration among educators, scholars, and activists will shape a



more equitable and informed future for gender discourse worldwide.

Threshold Concepts In Womens And Gender Studies Free

  threshold concepts in womens and gender studies free: Threshold Concepts in Women’s
and Gender Studies Christie Launius, Holly Hassel, 2018-02-20 Threshold Concepts in Women’s
and Gender Studies: Ways of Seeing, Thinking, and Knowing is a textbook designed primarily for
introduction to Women’s and Gender Studies courses with the intent of providing both skills- and
concept-based foundation in the field. The text is driven by a single key question: What are the ways
of thinking, seeing, and knowing that characterize Women’s and Gender Studies and are valued by
its practitioners? Rather than taking a topical approach, Threshold Concepts develops the key
concepts and ways of thinking that students need in order to develop a deep understanding and to
approach material like feminist scholars do, across disciplines. This book illustrates four of the most
critical concepts in Women’s and Gender Studies—the social construction of gender, privilege and
oppression, intersectionality, and feminist praxis—and grounds these concepts in multiple
illustrations. The second edition includes a significant number of updates, revisions, and expansions:
the case studies in all five chapters have been revised and expanded, as have the end of chapter
elements, statistics have been updated, and numerous references to significant news stories and
cultural developments of the past three years have been added. Finally, many more callbacks to
previous chapters have been incorporated throughout the textbook in order to remind students to
carry forward and build upon what they have learned about each threshold concept even as they
move on to a new one.
  threshold concepts in womens and gender studies free: Threshold Concepts in Women’s
and Gender Studies Christie Launius, Holly Hassel, 2022-03-30 Threshold Concepts in Women’s
and Gender Studies: Ways of Seeing, Thinking, and Knowing is a textbook designed primarily for
introduction to Women’s and Gender Studies courses, with the intent of providing both a skill- and
concept-based foundation in the field. The third edition includes fully revised and expanded case
studies and updated statistics; in addition, the content has been updated throughout to reflect
significant news stories and cultural developments. The text is driven by a single key question: What
are the ways of thinking, seeing, and knowing that characterize Women’s and Gender Studies and
are valued by its practitioners? This book illustrates four of the most critical concepts in Women’s
and Gender Studies—the social construction of gender, privilege and oppression, intersectionality,
and feminist praxis—and grounds these concepts in multiple illustrations. Threshold Concepts in
Women’s and Gender Studies develops the key concepts and ways of thinking that students need to
develop a deep understanding and to approach material like feminist scholars do, across disciplines.
  threshold concepts in womens and gender studies free: A Guide to Teaching
Introductory Women’s and Gender Studies Holly Hassel, Christie Launius, Susan Rensing,
2021-05-10 This book provides a practical, evidence-based guide to teaching introductory Women's
and Gender Studies courses. Based on the findings of a Scholarship of Teaching and Learning
project that analyzed 72 Intro students’ written work, the authors equip instructors with key
principles that can help them adapt their pedagogy to a range of classroom environments. By putting
student learning at the center of course design, the authors invite readers to reflect on their own
investments in and goals for the introductory course. The book also draws on the authors’ combined
decades of teaching experience, and aims to help instructors anticipate the emotional, intellectual,
and interpersonal challenges and rewards of teaching and learning in the introductory WGS course.
Chapters focus on course design, including identifying desired learning outcomes (in terms of course
content, skills, and dispositions or habits of mind); choosing course materials; pedagogical activities;

https://bmx.fpfootwear.com/archive-th-105/threshold-concepts-in-womens-and-gender-studies-free.pdf


and assessing student learning. This book will be an invaluable resource for experienced WGS
instructors and those seeking or planning to teach it for the first time, including graduate students
and high school teachers.
  threshold concepts in womens and gender studies free: Threshold Concepts in Women's
and Gender Studies Christie Launius, Holly Hassel, 2015 What Ways of Seeing, Thinking, and
Knowing: Threshold Concepts in Women's and Gender Studies does is not cover material but rather
uncover the key threshold concepts and ways of thinking that students need in order to develop a
deep understanding and to approach material like feminist scholars do, across disciplines. This book
illustrates four of the most critical threshold concepts in women's and gender studies: the social
construction of gender; privilege and oppression; intersectionality; and feminist praxis, and grounds
these concepts in multiple illustrations. This book is for introduction to women's and gender studies
courses. --
  threshold concepts in womens and gender studies free: The Routledge Global History of
Feminism Bonnie G. Smith, Nova Robinson, 2022-02-21 Based on the scholarship of a global team
of diverse authors, this wide-ranging handbook surveys the history and current status of pro-women
thought and activism over millennia. The book traces the complex history of feminism across the
globe, presenting its many identities, its heated debates, its racism, discussion of religious belief and
values, commitment to social change, and the struggles of women around the world for gender
justice. Authors approach past understandings and today’s evolving sense of what feminism or
womanism or gender justice are from multiple viewpoints. These perspectives are geographical to
highlight commonalities and differences from region to region or nation to nation; they are also
chronological suggesting change or continuity from the ancient world to our digital age. Across five
parts, authors delve into topics such as colonialism, empire, the arts, labor activism, family, and
displacement as the means to take the pulse of feminism from specific vantage points highlighting
that there is no single feminist story but rather multiple portraits of a broad cast of activists and
thinkers. Comprehensive and properly global, this is the ideal volume for students and scholars of
women’s and gender history, women’s studies, social history, political movements and feminism.
  threshold concepts in womens and gender studies free: Threshold Concepts and
Transformational Learning , 2010-01-01 Over the last decade the notion of ‘threshold concepts’ has
proved influential around the world as a powerful means of exploring and discussing the key points
of transformation that students experience in their higher education courses and the ‘troublesome
knowledge’ that these often present. Threshold concepts provoke in the learner a state of 'liminality'
in which transformation takes place, requiring the integration of new understanding and the letting
go of previous learning stances. Insights gained by learners as they cross thresholds can be
exhilarating but might also be unsettling, requiring an uncomfortable shift in identity, or,
paradoxically, a sense of loss. The liminal space can be a suspended state of partial understanding,
or’stuck place', in which understanding approximates to a kind of 'mimicry'. Threshold Concepts and
Transformational Learning substantially increases the empirical evidence for threshold concepts
across a large number of disciplinary contexts and from the higher education sectors of many
countries. This new volume develops further theoretical perspectives and provides fresh pedagogical
directions. It will be of interest to teachers, practitioners and managers in all disciplines as well as
to educational researchers.
  threshold concepts in womens and gender studies free: SoTL Research Methodologies
Michelle Yeo, Janice Miller-Young, Karen Manarin, 2023-11-08 Combining real examples with a
roadmap of how to construct studies, analyze results, and share work, this book serves as a primary
research methodology text for the field of Scholarship of Teaching and Learning (SoTL). The volume
seeks to explore key aspects of SoTL that are often missing in past frameworks: research-based
ontologies, epistemologies, and ethical axiologies. Chapters map out the expansive continuum of
SoTL by detailing its history and key work while incorporating Indigenous perspectives on pedagogy
and research methodologies. The text also features methods of qualitative and quantitative data
generation essential for SoTL such as conducting interviews and focus groups, procuring data



through questionnaires and artifact observation, and sharing results for dissemination in traditional
and public scholarship. A comprehensive guide for conducting SoTL research, this book illustrates a
broad array of contexts and a spectrum of research methodologies to expand, enrich, and support
both novice and experienced SoTL practitioners and researchers in answering the contexts and
questions at the heart of teaching and learning.
  threshold concepts in womens and gender studies free: Handbook of Sustainability in
Management Education Jorge A. Arevalo, Shelley F. Mitchell, 2017-06-30 This Handbook strives to
enhance knowledge and application within sustainability in management education (SiME) across
different academic programs, geographic regions and personal/professional contexts.
Cross-disciplinary and boundary-spanning, this book focuses on specific themes and is therefore split
into four distinct sections: one on theory and practice, one on transformational interventions in
business programs, one on the role of external agents and the last on innovative approaches in
SiME.
  threshold concepts in womens and gender studies free: Resources in Education , 1999-10
  threshold concepts in womens and gender studies free: Inclusive College Classrooms
Lauren S. Cardon, Anne-Marie Womack, 2022-12-27 Inclusive College Classrooms provides
instructors with research-based practices and tools to create an effective and inclusive classroom
environment. Filling a visible gap in pedagogical training, this important book responds to current
barriers to inclusion in higher education by helping instructors improve the methods they are
already using and identify new methods that could enhance their courses. The inclusive approach in
this book is informed by critical pedagogy, universal design for learning, and intersectional social
justice pedagogies. The authors identify practices in education that exclude historically marginalized
groups and outline teaching strategies that can create more inclusive classrooms, where all students
can feel heard and represented. This timely volume is packed full of hundreds of example lessons
from across a range of disciplines, tips for moving classes online, questions to generate dialogue
about various methods, and appendices on lesson planning. With this book in hand, instructors can
continually adapt and revise their pedagogy to be more inclusive and effective.
  threshold concepts in womens and gender studies free: Women, Gender, and Politics
Mona Krook, Sarah Childs, 2010-03-18 Six areas of research of the subjects of women, gender and
politics are debated: social movements, political parties, elections, political representation, public
policy, and the state.
  threshold concepts in womens and gender studies free: Performing the Self Katie
Barclay, Sarah Richardson, 2016-04-14 That the self is ‘performed’, created through action rather
than having a prior existence, has been an important methodological intervention in our
understanding of human experience. It has been particularly significant for studies of gender,
helping to destabilise models of selfhood where women were usually defined in opposition to a male
norm. In this multidisciplinary collection, scholars apply this approach to a wide array of historical
sources, from literature to art to letters to museum exhibitions, which survive from the medieval to
modern periods. In doing so, they explore the extent that using a model of performativity can open
up our understanding of women’s lives and sense of self in the past. They highlight the way that this
method provides a significant critique of power relationships within society that offers greater
agency to women as historical actors and offers a challenge to traditional readings of women’s place
in society. An innovative and wide-ranging compilation, this book provides a template for those
wishing to apply performativity to women’s lives in historical context. This book was originally
published as a special issue of Women’s History Review.
  threshold concepts in womens and gender studies free: Religion, Gender and Masculinities
in Africa. Essays in Honour of Ezra Chitando Manyonganise, Molly, Gunda, Masiiwa R., Naicker,
Linda,
  threshold concepts in womens and gender studies free: The Diversity Paradox Kristin
Kanthak, George A. Krause, 2012-03-15 In legislatures, group dynamics affect how the legislature
operates, who is valued enough to play a critical decision-making role, and what voices matter in



determining policy outcomes. An increase in a minority group's size within democratically-elected
legislatures actually leads to the devaluation of individual minority group members. The authors
assert that representative institutions such as legislatures face a 'diversity paradox': when the size of
a minority group increases beyond mere 'tokenism' in representative institutions, it tends to create
an unintended backlash toward the minority group's members that emanates from both majority and
fellow minority group members. The inclusion of minority group voices in representative institutions
is critical in a wide range of political decisions, ranging from legislative gender quotas in the new
Iraqi constitution to attempts in the U.S. to increase minority representation through redistricting.
  threshold concepts in womens and gender studies free: Handbook of Research on New
Dimensions of Gender Mainstreaming and Women Empowerment Kuruvilla, Moly, George, Irene,
2020-06-12 Globally, women are facing social, economic, and cultural barriers impeding their
autonomy and agency. Accelerated women empowerment programs often fail to attain their targets
as envisaged by the policymakers due to a variety of reasons, with the most prominent being the
deep-rooted cultural norms ingrained within society. In the era of globalization, empowerment of
women demands new approaches and strategies that encourage the mainstreaming of gender
equality as a societal norm. The Handbook of Research on New Dimensions of Gender
Mainstreaming and Women Empowerment is a critical scholarly publication that examines global
gender issues and new strategies for the promotion of women empowerment and gender
mainstreaming in various spheres of women’s lives, including education and ICT, economic
participation, health and sexuality, mental health, aging, law and judiciary, leadership, and decision
making. It provides a comprehensive coverage of all major gender issues with novel ideas on gender
mainstreaming being contributed by men and women authors from multidisciplinary backgrounds.
Gender perspective and intersectional approach in the discourses make this handbook a unique
contribution to the scholarship of social sciences and humanities. The book provides new theoretical
inputs and practical directions to academicians, sociologists, social workers, psychologists,
managers, lawyers, policy makers, and government officials in their efforts at gender
mainstreaming. With a wide range of conceptual richness, this handbook is an excellent reference
guide to students and researchers in programs pertaining to gender/women's studies, cultural
studies, economics, sociology, social work, medicine, law, and management.
  threshold concepts in womens and gender studies free: The Dialogic Classroom in Higher
Education Jill DeTemple, Harriett E. Hayes, Jennifer Ellis West, 2025-08-12 The Dialogic Classroom
in Higher Education is a step-by-step guide to leveraging Reflective Structured Dialogue as a pivotal
pedagogical tool to boost student curiosity, engagement, and content acquisition. Learning
environments where students are engaged—with instructors, with each other, and with course
content—are carefully crafted spaces where listening to understand and speaking to be understood
are community norms. Blending rich data with the diverse classroom experiences of the co-authors,
this book introduces readers to the theory and practice of dialogic pedagogy and charts a path for
creating Dialogic Classrooms that are effective and adaptable. A nuts-and-bolts guide to better
listening, speaking, and engagement in college classrooms, this book is a go-to resource for faculty
looking to foster robust, interesting, and brave educational spaces. The Dialogic Classroom was
co-created with Essential Partners, the pioneers of Reflective Structured Dialogue. Essential
Partners is a non-profit based in Cambridge, MA, USA.
  threshold concepts in womens and gender studies free: Women Wielding the Hoe Deborah
Bryceson, 2020-08-29 How effective is western aid-agency intervention in Africa? What can African
women do to manage the AIDS crisis? Can western feminist theory be applied to the rural African
context?These vital issues, and many others, are considered in this topical book by eminent scholars
and development consultants. The book aims to increase awareness of the importance of women
agricultural producers to African material development and to expose the western biases that have
traditionally pervaded the study of rural African women. The authors' critical analyses of
conventional research methodology and key 'women and development' debates over the last three
decades will stimulate new research perspectives. Students and scholars of development,



development workers and policymakers will all find this book fascinating reading.
  threshold concepts in womens and gender studies free: Bibliographic Guide to Womens
Studies 1998 New York Public Library Staff, 1999-08
  threshold concepts in womens and gender studies free: Transforming Information Literacy
Instruction Amy R. Hofer, Silvia Lin Hanick, Lori Townsend, 2018-11-16 Provides information
literacy practitioners with a thorough exploration of how threshold concepts can be applied to
information literacy, identifying important elements and connections between each concept, and
relating theory to practical methods that can transform how librarians teach. A model that emerged
from the Enhancing Teaching-Learning Environments project in Great Britain, threshold concepts
are those transformative core ideas and processes in a given discipline that define the ways of
thinking and practicing shared by experts. Once a learner grasps a threshold concept, new pathways
to understanding and learning are opened up. The authors of this book provide readers with both a
substantial introduction to and a working knowledge of this emerging theory and then describe how
it can be adapted for local information literacy instruction contexts. Five threshold concepts are
presented and covered in depth within the context of how they relate and connect to each other. The
chapters offer an in-depth explanation of the threshold concepts model and identify how it relates to
various disciplines (and our own discipline, information science) and to the understandings we want
our students to acquire. This text will benefit readers in these primary audiences: academic
librarians involved with information literacy efforts at their institutions, faculty teaching in higher
education, upper-level college administrators involved in academic accreditation, and high school
librarians working with college-bound students.
  threshold concepts in womens and gender studies free: Encyclopedia of Human Rights
David P Forsythe, 2009-08-27 Winner of the 2010 Dartmouth Medal, this major five-volume
encyclopedia offers comprehensive coverage of all aspects of human rights theory, practice, law, and
history. The set will provide situation profiles and full coverage of the development of the movement,
historical cases of abuse, the key figures, major organizations, and a range of other issues in
economics, government, religion, and journalism that touch on human rights theory and practice. In
addition to providing original analytical articles covering standard subjects such as the right to
health and health care, Amnesty International, the Balkan wars, and former President of Ireland
Mary Robinson, it offers innovative coverage of such subjects as the Internet, intellectual property
rights, the American civil rights movement, globalization, and Brazil in historical context. Focusing
primarily on developments since 1945, it offers an unrivaled reference source for students and
researchers; even human rights experts are likely to find much original material and keen insights in
many of the entries. KEY SUBJECT AREAS INCLUDE: ORGANIZATIONS AND INSTITUTIONS:
American Civil Liberties Union, World Health Organization, UNICEF, Carter Center LEADING
FIGURES: Adolf Hitler, Steve Biko, Elie Wiesel, Simone de Beauvoir, Joseph Stalin, Eleanor
Roosevelt, Pol Pot, Shirin Ebadi, Kim Jong Il HUMAN RIGHTS EVENTS AND CRISES: Darfur, Irish
Famine, Soviet Gulag, Central America in the 1980s, Colonialism, Belgian Congo, AIDS HUMAN
RIGHTS NORMS: Ethnic Cleansing, Women's Rights, Religious Freedom, Torture: International Law,
Disability Rights
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