
history of the mime
History of the Mime: Tracing the Silent Art Through Time

History of the mime is a fascinating journey through centuries of theatrical expression,
where silence speaks louder than words. Mime, as an art form, captivates audiences by
conveying stories, emotions, and characters without uttering a single syllable. This unique
method of storytelling has evolved dramatically, influenced by various cultures and artistic
movements. Delving into the history of the mime uncovers a rich tapestry that highlights
the power of body language, facial expression, and physicality in human communication.

Ancient Origins of Mime

The roots of mime stretch back to ancient civilizations where performance and storytelling
were essential parts of culture and religion. Ancient Greece and Rome played pivotal roles
in shaping the early art of mime.

Mime in Ancient Greece

In Greece, mime was not just entertainment; it was a form of everyday expression. The
term “mime” itself derives from the Greek “mimos,” meaning imitator or actor. Greek
mimes were often performers who imitated everyday life and societal behaviors, blending
comedy and drama. Unlike the formal tragedies and comedies of Greek theater, mime was
more informal, improvisational, and flexible in content.

The Greeks did not rely on spoken dialogue in mime performances; instead, they
emphasized gestures and movements to tell stories. This early form of non-verbal
communication laid the groundwork for mime as an independent art form.

Roman Contributions and Adaptations

The Romans embraced and expanded the practice of mime, making it an integral part of
their theatrical repertoire. Roman mimes were known for their lively street performances
and sometimes bawdy humor. Unlike the Greek tradition, Roman mime often included
spoken dialogue, making it a hybrid of spoken and silent performance.

During the Roman Empire, mime performances became more scripted, incorporating music
and dance. The popularity of mime among the masses made it a common form of
entertainment throughout the empire, influencing many other theatrical traditions in
Europe.



The Evolution of Mime in Medieval and
Renaissance Europe

After the fall of the Roman Empire, mime did not disappear but transformed in the context
of medieval Europe’s societal and cultural shifts.

Mime in the Middle Ages

During the Middle Ages, much of the theatrical tradition was tied to religious performances,
such as mystery plays and morality plays. Mime found a place in these spectacles as a
means of conveying moral lessons without the use of words, which was particularly useful
for audiences who were illiterate.

Additionally, traveling performers and jesters used mime techniques to entertain in courts
and marketplaces. The art of pantomime—an early form of mime focusing on storytelling
through body movement—continued to develop during this period.

Renaissance Revival and Commedia dell’Arte

The Renaissance sparked a renewed interest in classical arts, including mime. One of the
most influential developments was the emergence of Commedia dell’Arte in Italy during the
16th century. This theatrical form combined improvisation, stock characters, and physical
comedy, heavily relying on mime-like gestures to communicate emotions and plotlines.

Characters such as Harlequin and Pierrot became iconic for their exaggerated movements
and silent expressiveness, elements that modern mime artists still draw inspiration from.
The Commedia dell’Arte’s emphasis on physicality helped preserve mime’s relevance in a
time when spoken theater was dominant.

The Birth of Modern Mime: 19th and Early 20th
Centuries

The history of the mime took a significant turn in the 19th and early 20th centuries, with
the art form evolving into the sophisticated and highly stylized performances we recognize
today.

Jean-Gaspard Deburau and the Classic Pierrot

One of the most influential figures in the history of mime is Jean-Gaspard Deburau, a 19th-
century French performer who elevated mime to new artistic heights. Deburau is credited
with popularizing the character of Pierrot—the sad clown with a white face and expressive



gestures.

His performances at the Théâtre des Funambules in Paris captivated audiences with their
emotional depth and technical precision. Deburau’s Pierrot became a symbol of mime,
embodying the art’s ability to express complex human feelings without words.

Innovations by Étienne Decroux

Étienne Decroux, often called the father of modern mime, revolutionized the art in the 20th
century by developing “corporeal mime.” Unlike traditional mime, which emphasizes facial
expression and illusionary objects, corporeal mime focuses on the body as the primary
instrument of expression.

Decroux’s work emphasized the sculptural and rhythmic qualities of movement, influencing
generations of performers. His approach helped establish mime as a serious theatrical
discipline, distinct from clowning or pantomime.

The Golden Age of Mime: Marcel Marceau

No discussion about the history of the mime is complete without mentioning Marcel
Marceau, perhaps the most famous mime artist of all time. Marceau’s work in the mid-20th
century brought mime to international acclaim and helped cement its place in modern
performing arts.

The Birth of “Bip the Clown”

Marceau created the character Bip, a whimsical, melancholic clown whose silent adventures
explored universal human experiences. Through Bip, Marceau demonstrated the power of
mime to transcend language barriers and cultural differences.

His performances were marked by exquisite control, subtlety, and humor, inspiring
countless artists worldwide. Marceau’s legacy expanded mime’s reach beyond theater into
cinema, television, and education.

MIME in Contemporary Culture

Today, mime continues to influence various art forms, from street performance to
experimental theater and even dance. The history of the mime is not just a story of
tradition but also one of continuous reinvention.

The techniques developed by pioneers like Deburau, Decroux, and Marceau remain
foundational in teaching mime, while new generations of artists push boundaries by
integrating technology, multimedia, and cross-disciplinary collaboration.



Why the History of Mime Matters Today

Understanding the history of the mime enriches our appreciation of this silent art and its
role in human communication. Mime highlights how gestures and body language can
express emotions and narratives as powerfully as spoken language.

For performers and enthusiasts, studying the history provides valuable insights into the
evolution of theatrical techniques and the cultural contexts that shaped mime. It also offers
practical lessons in the discipline, control, and creativity necessary to master this
demanding art form.

Whether you are a budding mime artist or simply a lover of theater, knowing the history of
the mime deepens your connection to an art that continues to speak volumes—without
saying a word.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the origin of mime as a performance art?
Mime originated in ancient Greece and Rome, where performers used exaggerated
gestures and facial expressions to tell stories without spoken words. It evolved through
theatrical traditions such as pantomime in Roman theater.

Who is considered the father of modern mime?
Marcel Marceau is widely regarded as the father of modern mime. His character 'Bip the
Clown' and his innovative silent performances popularized mime worldwide in the 20th
century.

How did mime evolve during the Renaissance period?
During the Renaissance, mime became integrated into commedia dell'arte performances in
Italy, blending improvisation, physical comedy, and masked characters, which influenced
the development of theatrical mime techniques.

What role did mime play in ancient Roman theater?
In ancient Roman theater, mime was a popular form of entertainment featuring short, often
comedic sketches performed without spoken dialogue, relying on physical expression to
convey the story to audiences.

How has mime influenced modern performing arts?
Mime has influenced various modern performing arts, including physical theater, dance,
and silent film. Its emphasis on body language and visual storytelling has inspired actors
and directors to explore non-verbal communication techniques.



What are the key characteristics that define traditional
mime performances?
Traditional mime performances are characterized by silent storytelling, exaggerated facial
expressions, precise body movements, and the use of invisible props and imaginary
scenarios to convey narratives without speech.

Additional Resources
The Evolution and Significance of the History of the Mime

History of the mime reveals a rich tapestry of artistic expression that has evolved
through centuries to become a unique form of silent storytelling. This intricate performance
art, characterized by exaggerated gestures and facial expressions without spoken words,
traces its origins back to ancient civilizations and continues to influence modern theatrical
and cinematic genres. Exploring the history of the mime offers insight into how non-verbal
communication has been harnessed to convey complex narratives, emotions, and social
commentary across different cultures and epochs.

Origins of Mime: From Antiquity to Classical
Theatre

The roots of mime can be traced as far back as ancient Greece and Rome, where it
emerged as a popular form of entertainment. In ancient Greece, theatrical performances
often included elements of silent acting, but it was in Roman culture that mime developed
into a fully-fledged art form. Roman mime, or "mimus," was a type of short play featuring
stock characters, improvisation, and physical comedy. Unlike the grand tragedies and
comedies of the time, mime was performed without masks and without spoken dialogue,
relying heavily on body language and facial expressions.

The term “mime” itself derives from the Greek word “mimos,” meaning imitator or actor,
emphasizing the art’s foundational principle of imitation and silent expression. Roman
mime was accessible to a broad audience, often staged in public spaces and known for its
satirical edge, sometimes mocking societal norms and political figures. This early tradition
set the groundwork for mime's continued evolution as a distinct theatrical form.

Medieval and Renaissance Transformations

Following the decline of the Roman Empire, mime as a formal theatrical genre diminished in
prominence, but its elements persisted in various folk traditions and street performances
throughout the Middle Ages. During the Renaissance, mime began to reemerge within the
context of commedia dell’arte, an Italian theatrical form known for its stock characters and
improvisational style.



Commedia dell’arte performers used mime techniques extensively to enhance their
storytelling, especially when portraying exaggerated emotions or physical comedy. This
period also saw the rise of pantomime, which shared many characteristics with mime but
often incorporated music and dance. The Renaissance thus played a crucial role in refining
mime's expressive vocabulary, blending it with other performance styles to create a
dynamic and versatile art form.

The Golden Age of Mime: 19th and Early 20th
Century

The 19th century marked a significant turning point in the history of the mime, largely due
to the contributions of French performers who elevated mime to new artistic heights. One
of the most influential figures was Jean-Gaspard Deburau, a Parisian mime who performed
at the Théâtre des Funambules. Deburau is credited with popularizing the character Pierrot,
a melancholic clown whose silent gestures and poignant expressions captivated audiences.

Deburau’s approach emphasized subtlety and nuance, transforming mime from broad
physical comedy into a refined art capable of conveying deep human emotions. This period
also witnessed the emergence of mime as a theatrical discipline, with formal training and
dedicated venues supporting its growth.

In the early 20th century, mime gained international recognition through artists like Marcel
Marceau, who is often regarded as the most iconic mime of all time. Marceau’s character
Bip, a silent clown with a striped shirt and battered hat, became a symbol of mime’s
universal language. Marceau’s performances showcased the power of silence and gesture
to transcend linguistic barriers, influencing theater, film, and even psychotherapy.

Marcel Marceau and Modern Mime

Marcel Marceau’s legacy extends beyond his captivating performances; he redefined
mime’s artistic potential in the modern era. By blending traditional techniques with
contemporary themes, Marceau demonstrated mime’s ability to address complex social
issues, human psychology, and existential themes without uttering a single word.

His influence led to the establishment of mime schools and companies worldwide, fostering
a new generation of performers who experimented with integrating mime into various
media. Marceau’s work exemplifies how mime evolved from simple pantomime acts to a
sophisticated and respected theatrical form capable of both entertainment and profound
artistic expression.

Mime in Contemporary Culture and Media

Today, the history of the mime continues to unfold as the art form adapts to contemporary
contexts. Mime techniques have found a place not only in theater but also in film,



television, and street performance. The silent storytelling methods pioneered by mime
artists have inspired physical comedians and actors such as Charlie Chaplin and Rowan
Atkinson, whose characters rely heavily on non-verbal cues.

Moreover, mime has been integrated into modern dance, circus arts, and performance art,
highlighting its versatility. The rise of digital media and social platforms has also provided
new avenues for mime artists to reach global audiences, transcending language and
cultural barriers with universal gestures and expressions.

Pros and Cons of Mime as a Performance Art

Examining mime from a contemporary perspective reveals both advantages and challenges
inherent in the art form:

Pros: Mime’s reliance on non-verbal communication makes it universally accessible,
promoting inclusivity across different languages and cultures. It encourages creativity,
physical awareness, and emotional expressiveness among performers.

Cons: Mime can be misunderstood or underappreciated in cultures that prioritize
spoken dialogue and narrative complexity. The art form requires rigorous training and
physical control, which may limit its accessibility to some performers.

Despite these challenges, mime remains a vibrant and evolving discipline that enriches the
broader landscape of performing arts.

Conclusion: The Enduring Legacy of Mime

The history of the mime is a testament to the enduring power of human expression beyond
words. From ancient Greek and Roman origins through Renaissance transformations to the
modern innovations of artists like Marcel Marceau, mime has continually adapted and
thrived. Its unique ability to communicate through gesture and silence ensures its
relevance in an increasingly diverse and interconnected world. As mime continues to
evolve, it preserves its core essence—a universal language of the body that speaks directly
to the human experience.

History Of The Mime

  history of the mime: Mime into Physical Theatre: A UK Cultural History 1970–2000 Mark
Evans, Simon Murray, 2023-04-03 This is the first book to investigate the social, political, cultural,
artistic and economic forces which created conditions for the rise, success and decline of mime and
physical theatre in the United Kingdom, from the 1970s to 2000. Unpicking the various routes
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through which mime and physical theatre emerged into wider prominence, this book outlines key
thematic strands within this history of practice. The book blends historical description and refl
ective analysis. It aims to juxtapose the various histories at play within this field, giving critical
attention to the voices of the artists, funders and venue managers who were there at the time,
particularly recognising the diversity of practitioners and the network of relationships that
supported their work. Drawing upon over 40 original interviews, including, amongst others: Joseph
Seelig, Helen Lannaghan, Steven Berkoff, Julian Chagrin, Annabel Arden, Nola Rae, Denise Wong,
David Glass, Justin Case and Toby Sedgwick, the book offers unique testimonies and memories from
key figures active during these three decades. This wide-ranging account of the history, social
context, key moments and practical methods gives an unparalleled chronicle of one of the UK’s most
vital and pioneering forms of theatre. From undergraduate students to established scholars, this is a
comprehensive account for anyone studying contemporary theatre, theatre history, mime, physical
theatre and the structures that support the performing arts in the United Kingdom.
  history of the mime: The Inside Story of Movement Theatre International's Mime and
Clown Festivals Michael Pedretti, 2022-12-23 This book tells the story of ground-breaking
movement theater performers of the late twentieth century. It explores how the virtuoso stage
clowns and mimes drew on all the performing arts to create and star in shows in order to reveal our
deepest thoughts and feelings. They ignored taboos and busted boundaries to redefine the
relationship between performer and audience, making a theater of kindness—a theater of joy.
Complete with over two hundred photos, the book tells how these performers came together at the
International Movement Theatre Festivals and reached American audiences with their work. It also
details the author’s story, his devotion to, and love of, the art and the artists, and his
sometimes-harrowing journey into non-profit management. It offers a peek behind the curtain to
describe the process of engaging artists, audiences, funders, and the international press in this
mission.
  history of the mime: A History of Pantomime R. J. Broadbent, 2022-09-05 DigiCat Publishing
presents to you this special edition of A History of Pantomime by R. J. Broadbent. DigiCat Publishing
considers every written word to be a legacy of humankind. Every DigiCat book has been carefully
reproduced for republishing in a new modern format. The books are available in print, as well as
ebooks. DigiCat hopes you will treat this work with the acknowledgment and passion it deserves as a
classic of world literature.
  history of the mime: Pantomime: The History, Its Foundation, and Its Interpretation Pasquale
De Marco, Embark on a captivating journey into the world of pantomime, an art form that
transcends words and captivates audiences with its unique blend of physical expression, storytelling,
and illusion. This comprehensive exploration delves into the rich history, diverse cultural
expressions, and enduring significance of pantomime in the realm of performance art. From its
origins in ancient rituals and ceremonies to its evolution through the ages, pantomime has served as
a powerful medium for communication, entertainment, and social commentary. This book traces the
fascinating trajectory of pantomime, highlighting its profound impact on theater, dance, cinema, and
contemporary performance. Beyond its historical and cultural significance, pantomime offers a
wealth of practical applications in education, therapy, and social change. Its unique ability to
transcend language barriers and connect with audiences on a visceral level makes it an invaluable
tool for promoting empathy, understanding, and cultural exchange. This book provides a
comprehensive examination of pantomime's techniques and performance styles, exploring the art of
facial expressions, body language, movement, and gesture. It delves into the creative process behind
creating illusions and visual metaphors, revealing the secrets of pantomime's captivating storytelling
techniques. Furthermore, the book investigates pantomime's role in contemporary society,
examining its integration into modern theater, dance, and digital media. It explores the challenges
and opportunities facing pantomime in the digital age, highlighting its potential for innovation and
growth. Throughout this exploration, the book celebrates the enduring legacy of pantomime and its
profound impact on society. It underscores the importance of preserving pantomime traditions while



embracing new possibilities for its evolution and growth. If you like this book, write a review!
  history of the mime: The Art of Mime Irene Mawer, 1932
  history of the mime: Mime, Music and Drama on the Eighteenth-Century Stage Edward Nye,
2011-07-21 The 'ballet d'action' was one of the most successful and controversial forms of theatre in
the early modern period. A curious hybrid of dance, mime and music, its overall and overriding
intention was to create drama. It was danced drama rather than dramatic dance, musical drama
rather than dramatic music. Most modern critical studies of the ballet d'action treat it more
narrowly as stage dance and very few view it as part of the history of mime. Little use has previously
been made of the most revealing musical evidence. This innovative book does justice to the
distinctive hybrid nature of the ballet d'action by taking a comparative approach, using
contemporary literature and literary criticism, music, mime and dance from a wide range of English
and European sources. Edward Nye presents a fascinating study of this important and influential
part of eighteenth-century European theatre.
  history of the mime: The Palgrave Handbook of the History of Women on Stage Jan Sewell,
Clare Smout, 2020-04-29 This book brings together nearly 40 academics and theatre practitioners to
chronicle and celebrate the courage, determination and achievements of women on stage across the
ages and around the globe. The collection stretches from ancient Greece to present-day Australasia
via the United States, Soviet Russia, Europe, India, South Africa and Japan, offering a series of
analytical snapshots of women performers, their work and the conditions in which they produced it.
Individual chapters provide in-depth consideration of specific moments in time and geography while
the volume as a whole and its juxtapositions stimulate consideration of the bigger picture,
underlining the challenges women have faced across cultures in establishing themselves as
performers and the range of ways in which they gained access to the stage. Organised
chronologically, the volume looks not just to the past but the future: it challenges the very notions of
‘history’, ‘stage’ and even the definition of ‘women’ itself.
  history of the mime: CRYPTOGRAPHY AND INFORMATION SECURITY, THIRD EDITION
PACHGHARE, V. K., 2019-09-01 The main objective of this book is to cater to the need of a quality
textbook for education in the field of information security. The present third edition of the book
covers the principles, design, and implementation of various algorithms in cryptography and
information security domain. The book is a comprehensive work with a perfect balance and
systematic presentation of the theoretical and practical aspects. The pre-requisite of the
cryptography are the fundamentals of the mathematical background. The book covers all such
relevant methods and theorems, which are helpful to the readers to get the necessary mathematical
base for the understanding of the cryptographic algorithms. It provides a clear analysis of different
algorithms and techniques. NEW TO THE THIRD EDITION • New chapters on o Cyber Laws o
Vulnerabilities in TCP/IP Model • Revised sections on o Digital signature o Attacks against digital
signature • Introduction to some open source tools like Nmap, Zenmap, port scanner, network
scanner and wireshark • Revised section on block cipher modes of operation • Coverage of
Simplified Data Encryption Standard (S-DES) and Simplified Advanced Encryption Standard (S-AES)
with examples • Elaborated section on Linear Cryptanalysis and Differential Cryptanalysis • New
solved problems and a topic “primitive roots” in number theory • Chapter on public key
cryptosystems with various attacks against RSA algorithm • New topics on Ransomware, Darknet,
and Darkweb as per the current academic requirement • Revised chapter on Digital Forensics The
book is intended for the undergraduate and postgraduate students of computer science and
engineering (B.Tech/M.Tech), undergraduate and postgraduate students of computer science (B.Sc.
/ M.Sc. Computer Science), and information technology (B.Sc. / M.Sc. IT) and the students of Master
of Computer Applications (MCA).
  history of the mime: End-to-End Encrypted Messaging Rolf Oppliger, 2020-04-30 This exciting
resource introduces the core technologies that are used for Internet messaging. The book explains
how Signal protocol, the cryptographic protocol that currently dominates the field of end to end
encryption (E2EE) messaging, is implemented and addresses privacy issues related to E2EE



messengers. The Signal protocol and its application in WhatsApp is explored in depth, as well as the
different E2EE messengers that have been made available in the last decade are also presented,
including SnapChat. It addresses the notion of self-destructing messages (as originally introduced by
SnapChat) and the use of metadata to perform traffic analysis. A comprehensive treatment of the
underpinnings of E2EE messengers, including Pretty Good Privacy (PGP) and OpenPGP as well as
Secure/Multipurpose Internet Mail Extensions (S/MIME) is given to explain the roots and origins of
secure messaging, as well as the evolutionary improvements to PGP/OpenPGP and S/MIME that
have been proposed in the past. In addition to the conventional approaches to secure messaging, it
explains the modern approaches messengers like Signal are based on. The book helps technical
professionals to understand secure and E2EE messaging on the Internet, and to put the different
approaches and solutions into perspective.
  history of the mime: The Lost History of Roman Theatre T.P. Wiseman, 2025-11-25
Investigating the origins of theatre in archaic Rome Theatre was an integral part of Roman civic,
religious and political life for nearly a thousand years, but our understanding of it is skewed by the
haphazard survival of usable evidence. The widely accepted date for the beginning of Roman drama
is 240 BC, but that is only the date of the first known dramatic works. Theatre as a public spectacle
was created in Athens and in Greek Sicily at the end of the sixth century BC, when the culture of
Rome, to judge by the archaeological evidence, was itself thoroughly Greek. There is therefore no
need to imagine that the Romans knew nothing of drama until centuries after its inception. In The
Lost History of Roman Theatre, the distinguished classics scholar T. P. Wiseman reexamines the
often-obscured origins of Roman theatre. In a series of detailed investigations, Wiseman explores
material ignored or inadequately treated in the modern literature, including previously overlooked
information in Cicero’s letters, speeches and dialogues about what theatre meant to Romans of his
era. He further shows that the various styles of drama presented on the Roman stage were listed by
grammarians in late antiquity who were using well-informed histories of drama now lost, and brings
to light a wide range of evidence, visual as well as textual, from all that thousand-year stretch of
time, to offer a new sense of the range and richness of the Romans’ experience of theatre.
  history of the mime: A Cultural History of the Emotions in the Medieval Age Juanita Ruys,
Clare Monagle, 2020-08-20 Our period opens at the end of the Roman Empire when intellectual
currents are indebted to the Greek philosophical inheritance of Plato and Aristotle, as well as to a
Romanized Stoicism. Into this mix entered the new, and from 313CE imperially sanctioned, religion
of Christianity. In art, literature, music, and drama, we find an increasing emphasis on the arousal of
individual emotions and their acceptance as a means towards devotion. In religion, we see a move
from the ascetic regulation of emotions to the affective piety of the later medieval period that valued
the believer's identification with the Passion of Christ and the sorrow of Mary. In science and
medicine, the nature and causes of emotions, their role in constituting the human person, and their
impact on the same became a subject of academic inquiry. Emotions also played an increasingly
important public role, evidenced in populace-wide events such as conversion and the strategies of
rulership. Between 350 and 1300, emotions were transformed from something to be transcended
into a location for meditation upon what it means to be human.
  history of the mime: Mime the Gap Richard Knight, 2018-08-23 Mime the Gap: Techniques in
Mime and Movement explores the physicality of movement in storytelling, offering new ideas about
acting and performance, whilst encouraging a contemporary resurgence of this traditional
performance art. With detailed, step-by-step instructions of basic to advanced mime illusions, the
book addresses the key areas of physicality, including when to move and when not to move, making
the invisible 'visible' and the fundamental principles of physical articulation. Additional topics
include how to use the elements of Fire, Earth, Water and Air for physical characterization;
techniques for performing classic mime routines, such as the Glass Box and the Moonwalk; how to
mime with props and objects, both visible and invisible; using breath, posture and gesture to
enhance performance and perceptions, and finally, creating and producing an authentic
performance. Offering numerous exercises suitable for solo or group work, this new book will help



you to explore and develop your physicality and build an awareness of how to apply it to a
performance.A practical guide to mime - a traditional performance art which is having a
resurgence.Addresses the key areas of physicality including when to move and when not to move;
making the invisible 'visible'; principles of physical articulation and much, much more.A valuable
guide for acting students, mime artists and anyone looking to increase personal confidence and
presentation skills.Gives detailed step-by-step instructions of basic to advanced mime
illusions.Superbly illustrated with 181 colour photographs.Richard Knight has over thirty years
experience of performing, directing and teaching in the theatre, film and television industry.
  history of the mime: Rabelais and His World, a new translation Mikhail Bakhtin, 2025-10-28 A
new and improved translation of Mikhail Bakhtin’s classic and celebrated study of carnival. Mikhail
Bakhtin’s classic study of carnival, laughter, the grotesque, and medieval and renaissance folk
culture has been the inspiration for countless new ideas in the humanities, in literature and the arts,
and throughout human culture over the last half century. Rabelais and His World is a study devoted
to French Renaissance writer François Rabelais, author of Gargantua and Pantagruel. Rabelais,
Bakhtin argues, can only be properly understood against the backdrop of a millennia-old tradition of
festivity and laughter, a tradition that included the Roman Saturnalia, medieval carnivals and feasts
of fools, and Greek satyr plays and symposia from antiquity, as well as countless medieval works
belonging to various smaller genres, circus shows, foul language and gesture, and much more.
Bakhtin claims this tradition is united by the imagery it uses and the worldview it expresses. Its
imagery is ambivalent. It effaces the boundaries between bodies, connects in one image birth with
death, praise with invective. Its worldview is optimistic, defeating all fears and all official
seriousness with laughter. The book’s new translation is informed by recent scholarship on Bakhtin
and contains the most extensive scholarly apparatus this book has received to date.
  history of the mime: The Routledge Companion to Jacques Lecoq Mark Evans, Rick Kemp,
2016-09-13 The Routledge Companion to Jacques Lecoq presents a thorough overview and analysis
of Jacques Lecoq's life, work and philosophy of theatre. Through an exemplary collection of specially
commissioned chapters from leading writers, specialists and practitioners, it draws together
writings and reflections on his pedagogy, his practice, and his influence on the wider theatrical
environment. It is a comprehensive guide to the work and legacy of one of the major figures of
Western theatre in the second half of the twentieth century. In a four-part structure over fifty
chapters, the book examines: The historical, artistic and social context out of which Lecoq's work
and pedagogy arose, and its relation to such figures as Jacques Copeau, Antonin Artaud, Jean-Louis
Barrault, and Dario Fo. Core themes of Lecoq's International School of Theatre, such as movement,
play, improvisation, masks, language, comedy, and tragedy, investigated by former teachers and
graduates of the School. The significance and value of his pedagogical approaches in the context of
contemporary theatre practices. The diaspora of performance practice from the School, from the
perspective of many of the most prominent artists themselves. This is an important and authoritative
guide for anyone interested in Lecoq's work.
  history of the mime: The New Review , 1897
  history of the mime: Living History Godfrey N. Brown, 2022-02-16 Originally published in
1967, this book represents the late Professor Brown’s twin skills as historian and as educationalist at
their best. It is one of a series of books which he edited, and which was offered to Africa teachers in
training. The series was designed to help those who were called upon to teach the many subjects of
the primary school curriculum or two or more subjects with the junior forms of secondary schools. It
is dedicated to the proposition that giving a good basic education to a country’s children is vital to
its development programme. Godfrey Brown’s book starts with a discussion of the place and purpose
of history in education – why do we teach it to children? He then describes methods of teaching
language skills in history, observation and (at some length) social development through history. He
ends with The History of the Future and two practical appendices listing where the African teacher
of history could obtain useful teaching material.
  history of the mime: The Politics of the Pantomime Jill Alexandra Sullivan, 2011 Focuses on



the variety and independence of pantomime in the provinces, especially Nottingham, Birmingham,
and Manchester. Explores official and local censorship and the relationships between local theaters,
managers, authors and audiences.
  history of the mime: Music, Pantomime and Freedom in Enlightenment France Hedy Law,
2020 How did composers and performers use the lost art of pantomime to explore and promote the
Enlightenment ideals of free expression?
  history of the mime: A History of Collective Creation Kathryn Mederos Syssoyeva, 2013-07-24
Collective creation - the practice of collaboratively devising works of performance - rose to
prominence not simply as a performance making method, but as an institutional model. By
examining theatre practices in Europe and North America, this book explores collective creation's
roots in the theatrical experiments of the early twentieth century.
  history of the mime: Physical Theatres Simon Murray, John Keefe, 2016-03-17 This new
edition of Physical Theatres: A Critical Introduction continues to provide an unparalleled overview of
non-text-based theatre, from experimental dance to traditional mime. It synthesizes the history,
theory and practice of physical theatres for students and performers in what is both a core area of
study and a dynamic and innovative aspect of theatrical practice. This comprehensive book: traces
the roots of physical performance in classical and popular theatrical traditions looks at the Dance
Theatre of DV8, Pina Bausch, Liz Aggiss and Jérôme Bel examines the contemporary practice of
companies such as Théatre du Soleil, Complicite and Goat Island focuses on principles and practices
in actor training, with reference to figures such as Jacques Lecoq, Lev Dodin, Philippe Gaulier,
Monika Pagneux, Etienne Decroux, Anne Bogart and Joan Littlewood. Extensive cross references
ensure that Physical Theatres: A Critical Introduction can be used as a standalone text or together
with its companion volume, Physical Theatres: A Critical Reader, to provide an invaluable
introduction to the physical in theatre and performance. New to this edition: a chapter on The Body
and Technology, exploring the impact of digital technologies on the portrayal, perception and
reading of the theatre body, spanning from onstage technology to virtual realities and motion
capture; additional profiles of Jerzy Grotowski, Wrights and Sites, Punchdrunk and Mike Pearson;
focus on circus and aerial performance, new training practices, immersive and site-specific theatres,
and the latest developments in neuroscience, especially as these impact on the place and role of the
spectator.
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