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Can a Private Business Refuse Service Based on Religion?

can a private business refuse service based on religion? This is a question that often arises in
discussions about civil rights, religious freedom, and anti-discrimination laws. The answer isn’t always
straightforward, and it depends on a variety of factors including jurisdiction, the nature of the business,
and the specific circumstances involved. Understanding how religious beliefs intersect with legal

obligations in the context of private businesses can shed light on this complex issue.

Understanding the Legal Framework

When discussing whether a private business can refuse service based on religion, it’s essential to
recognize the balance between two foundational principles: the right to religious freedom and the
prohibition against discrimination. In many countries, laws are designed to protect individuals from
being discriminated against in places of public accommodation, which often includes private

businesses serving the public.

Anti-Discrimination Laws and Public Accommodations

Most states and countries have laws that prevent discrimination against customers based on protected
characteristics such as race, religion, gender, national origin, disability, and sometimes sexual
orientation. These regulations apply to businesses that are considered public accommodations—places

that offer goods or services to the general public, like restaurants, hotels, retail stores, and more.



Under such laws, refusing to serve someone solely because of their religion is typically prohibited. For
example, a bakery that refuses to serve a customer because of their religious beliefs might be violating
these anti-discrimination statutes. The principle behind these laws is to ensure equal access and fair

treatment for all customers regardless of their identity.

Religious Freedom and Business Owners

On the flip side, business owners may claim that their religious beliefs protect their right to refuse
service in certain circumstances. This argument often arises when the service requested conflicts with
the owner’s religious convictions. For instance, a business owner might refuse to provide services for a

same-sex wedding citing religious objections.

In such cases, laws like the U.S. Religious Freedom Restoration Act (RFRA) sometimes come into
play, aiming to protect individuals’ religious exercise from government interference unless there is a
compelling reason. However, the application of RFRA or similar laws to private businesses refusing

service is heavily debated and varies widely depending on legal interpretations and court rulings.

Can a Private Business Refuse Service Based on Religion? Key

Considerations

When Refusal Is Based on the Customer’s Religion

If a private business refuses service because of the customer’s religion—say, a Muslim customer is
denied entry or service because of their faith—this is generally illegal under anti-discrimination laws.

Such actions are viewed as religious discrimination, which is unlawful in most jurisdictions.

Many landmark court cases and civil rights movements have reinforced the idea that public businesses



must serve everyone equally, regardless of religious beliefs. In these situations, businesses are

expected to set aside personal biases and provide equal treatment.

When Refusal Is Based on the Business Owner’s Religion

The situation becomes murkier when a business owner refuses service on the basis of their own
religious beliefs rather than the customer’s religion. For example, a photographer declining to shoot a

wedding ceremony that conflicts with their religious views.

In the U.S., cases like Masterpiece Cakeshop v. Colorado Civil Rights Commission have highlighted
this tension. The Supreme Court ruled narrowly in favor of the cake shop owner, but the decision left
many questions unanswered about the broader scope of religious freedom versus anti-discrimination

protections.

While some courts have allowed religious exemptions in specific contexts, others have emphasized the

importance of not allowing personal beliefs to deny protected classes access to goods or services.

State and Local Variations in Law

It's important to note that laws vary significantly by state and country. Some states have stronger
protections for religious freedom that might allow private businesses to refuse certain services on

religious grounds, while others have more stringent anti-discrimination laws.

For instance, some U.S. states have enacted “religious freedom” laws that provide broader protections
for business owners. In contrast, other states prioritize anti-discrimination laws, limiting the

circumstances under which service can be refused.



Practical Implications for Business Owners and Customers

For Business Owners

If you are a business owner wondering whether you can refuse service based on religion, it’s crucial

to:

¢ Understand your local laws regarding anti-discrimination and religious freedom.
* Consult legal experts before making decisions that could be perceived as discriminatory.
* Consider the impact on your business reputation and customer relationships.

* Explore reasonable accommodations that allow you to honor your religious beliefs without

violating anti-discrimination laws.

Being transparent with customers and handling sensitive situations with respect and professionalism

can help avoid conflicts.

For Customers

If you believe you have been refused service due to your religion, you have several options:

e Document the incident carefully, noting dates, times, and what was said.



e Check your local laws and protections related to religious discrimination.

¢ File a complaint with relevant agencies such as the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission

(EEOC) in the U.S. or local human rights commissions.

¢ Seek legal advice if necessary to understand your rights and possible remedies.

Awareness of your rights helps empower you to stand against unfair treatment.

Balancing Religious Freedom and Anti-Discrimination in

Business

The debate over whether a private business can refuse service based on religion is fundamentally
about balancing religious freedom with the right to be free from discrimination. This balance is not easy

to strike, and legal systems continue to wrestle with these issues.

Some suggest that businesses open to the public should not be allowed to discriminate in any form,
while others argue for exemptions to protect religious conscience. The challenge lies in respecting

diverse beliefs while ensuring equal access and fairness in commerce.

Steps Toward Resolution

- Promoting dialogue between communities, businesses, and lawmakers to craft fair policies.
- Encouraging businesses to develop non-discriminatory policies that respect religious beliefs without
harming customers’ rights.

- Educating the public about legal protections and religious freedoms to foster understanding.



- Supporting mediation or alternative dispute resolution to handle conflicts before they escalate to legal

battles.

This ongoing conversation reflects the evolving nature of society’s values and legal standards.

Navigating the question of whether a private business can refuse service based on religion requires
examining legal protections, individual rights, and societal values. While anti-discrimination laws largely
prohibit denial of service due to a customer’s religion, exceptions and debates persist when the refusal
stems from the business owner’s religious beliefs. Staying informed and respectful of both

perspectives is key to fostering a fair and inclusive marketplace.

Frequently Asked Questions

Can a private business refuse service based on religion?

In many jurisdictions, private businesses cannot refuse service based on religion as it may constitute

unlawful discrimination under civil rights laws.

Are there any exceptions allowing private businesses to refuse service
based on religion?

Some exceptions exist, such as religious organizations being allowed to limit services to align with

their beliefs, but generally, public businesses must serve customers regardless of religion.

What laws protect individuals from being refused service due to
religion?

Laws like the Civil Rights Act of 1964 in the U.S. prohibit discrimination based on religion in places of



public accommodation, protecting individuals from service denial.

Can a business owner cite religious beliefs to refuse service to certain
customers?

While business owners may have religious beliefs, courts often rule that public businesses cannot

refuse service solely based on those beliefs if it results in discrimination.

How does the First Amendment affect refusal of service based on
religion?

The First Amendment protects freedom of religion, but it does not generally allow businesses open to

the public to discriminate against customers based on religion.

Are there differences in laws about refusing service based on religion
between countries?

Yes, laws vary globally. Some countries have strict anti-discrimination laws, while others may allow

more discretion for private businesses based on religious grounds.

What should a customer do if a private business refuses service based
on their religion?

They can file a complaint with local human rights or civil rights agencies or seek legal advice to

challenge the discriminatory refusal.

Has there been any notable legal case about refusing service based on
religion?

Yes, cases like Masterpiece Cakeshop v. Colorado Civil Rights Commission in the U.S. have

addressed the conflict between religious freedom and anti-discrimination laws.



Can a private business refuse service to someone of a different religion
if it conflicts with their religious beliefs?

Generally no; businesses open to the public must serve customers without discrimination, regardless

of conflicting religious beliefs.

How do anti-discrimination laws balance religious freedom and
protection from discrimination in business services?

These laws try to protect individuals from discrimination while respecting religious freedom, often

allowing religious exemptions only in narrow, specific contexts.

Additional Resources

**Can a Private Business Refuse Service Based on Religion? A Legal and Ethical Examination**

can a private business refuse service based on religion is a question that intertwines legal rights,
ethical considerations, and social values. As societies become more diverse and inclusive, the tension
between religious freedoms and anti-discrimination protections continues to surface in courts and
public discourse. This article explores the legal framework governing whether private businesses can
deny service on religious grounds, analyzes landmark cases, and considers the broader implications

for business owners and consumers alike.

Understanding the Legal Landscape: Religious Freedom vs.

Anti-Discrimination Laws

The question of whether a private business can refuse service based on religion sits at the intersection

of two critical legal principles in the United States and many other democracies: the right to religious



freedom and the prohibition against discrimination.

At the federal level in the U.S., the Civil Rights Act of 1964, particularly Title I, prohibits discrimination
on the basis of race, color, religion, or national origin in places of public accommodation. This means

that businesses open to the public—such as restaurants, hotels, and theaters—generally cannot refuse
service to someone because of their religion. The law aims to ensure equal access and prevent

exclusion based on protected characteristics.

Conversely, the First Amendment guarantees the free exercise of religion, which some business
owners interpret as a right to act in accordance with their religious beliefs, even when those beliefs
conflict with anti-discrimination statutes. This has led to contentious legal debates about the extent to

which religious freedom can serve as a defense for refusing service.

Key Legal Precedents and Their Impact

Several high-profile court cases have shaped the current understanding of whether private businesses

can deny service based on religion:

- **Masterpiece Cakeshop v. Colorado Civil Rights Commission (2018):** This landmark U.S. Supreme
Court case involved a baker who refused to create a wedding cake for a same-sex couple, citing his
religious beliefs. The Court ruled narrowly in favor of the baker due to perceived hostility from the state
commission against his religious views, avoiding a broad ruling on the conflict between religious

freedom and anti-discrimination laws.

- **Heart of Atlanta Motel v. United States (1964):** Though focused on racial discrimination, this case
affirmed that Congress can regulate local businesses to prevent discrimination, reinforcing the broad

scope of public accommodation laws.

These cases illustrate the ongoing balancing act courts perform between protecting religious

expression and upholding anti-discrimination protections. While religious beliefs are constitutionally



protected, those rights are not absolute and may be limited to ensure equal access in public

commerce.

When Can a Private Business Refuse Service Based on

Religion?

The short answer is: it depends on jurisdiction, the nature of the business, and the specifics of the

refusal. The following factors influence whether a refusal of service is legally permissible:

Type of Business and Public Accommodation Laws

Businesses that qualify as public accommodations—those open to the general public—are typically

barred from refusing service based on protected characteristics like religion. This includes:

Restaurants and cafes

Hotels and motels

Retail stores

Theaters and entertainment venues

In contrast, purely private clubs or businesses not open to the general public may have more leeway

to refuse service, including on religious grounds, though this varies by state and country.



State and Local Laws Matter

While federal law provides a baseline, many states and municipalities have their own civil rights
statutes that expand or clarify protections. Some states include sexual orientation and gender identity
alongside religion as protected classes. Others have laws that provide exemptions for religious beliefs

in certain contexts.

For example, some states have "religious freedom restoration acts" (RFRAs) that allow individuals and
businesses to seek exemptions from laws that substantially burden their religious exercise. However,
courts often scrutinize these exemptions carefully to prevent them from undermining anti-discrimination

statutes.

Religious Belief vs. Discriminatory Practice

A critical distinction arises between sincerely held religious beliefs and discriminatory actions. Courts
generally do not judge the validity of religious beliefs but do evaluate whether the business's refusal
constitutes unlawful discrimination. Refusing service solely because of a customer's religion is typically

prohibited.

However, some businesses have argued that providing certain services conflicts with their religious
convictions (e.g., creating custom products celebrating events they religiously oppose). Courts have
varied in their rulings on whether such refusals constitute discrimination or protected religious

expression.

Ethical and Social Considerations

Beyond legality, the question of whether a private business can refuse service based on religion

prompts ethical debates about inclusivity, tolerance, and the role of commerce in society.



Pros and Cons from the Business Perspective

¢ Pros: Allowing businesses to refuse service based on religion can protect the religious liberty of
business owners, enabling them to act according to their convictions without government

interference.

e Cons: Such refusals can alienate customers, harm the business's reputation, and contribute to

social division. It may also lead to inconsistent application of anti-discrimination laws.

Consumer Rights and Social Impact

Consumers expect equal access to goods and services without discrimination. When businesses
refuse service based on religion—whether their own or the customer's—it can create barriers to
participation in society and fuel social tensions. Civil rights advocates argue that public

accommodations must remain inclusive spaces where discrimination is not tolerated.

International Perspectives

The question is not unique to the United States. Many countries grapple with similar issues, balancing

religious freedoms with anti-discrimination protections:

¢ United Kingdom: The Equality Act 2010 prohibits discrimination in services, but religious

organizations sometimes receive exemptions.



e Canada: Human rights legislation protects against religious discrimination, but courts consider

religious freedom claims on a case-by-case basis.

¢ Australia: Anti-discrimination laws protect religious belief, yet religious freedom protections allow

for some exemptions in service refusal cases.

These international examples underscore the complexity and contextual nature of this issue worldwide.

Practical Guidance for Businesses and Consumers

For business owners uncertain about their rights and obligations regarding religious refusals of service,

the following considerations are essential:

1. Understand applicable laws: Analyze federal, state, and local regulations governing

discrimination and religious freedom.

2. Consult legal counsel: Seek advice before refusing service on religious grounds to avoid

potential lawsuits or penalties.

3. Consider alternative solutions: Where possible, find ways to accommodate both religious beliefs

and customer rights without conflict.

4. Communicate clearly: Maintain transparent policies that comply with the law and respect

diversity.

Consumers should also be aware of their rights and the channels available for reporting discrimination,



such as civil rights commissions and legal aid organizations.
The intersection of religious freedom and anti-discrimination in private business service refusal remains

a dynamic and nuanced issue. As societies evolve, ongoing dialogue and careful legal interpretation

will continue to shape the boundaries of acceptable business practices in this sensitive area.

Can A Private Business Refuse Service Based On Religion

can a private business refuse service based on religion: Transgender Rights vs Women's
Rights Robert Wintemute, 2025-07-04 “Trans rights are human rights!” “Women’s rights are human
rights!” Yes, but the human rights of two groups often conflict. The only way to resolve these
conflicts is through calm, rational, public debate. Freedom of expression protects the right of women
to question certain demands by trans rights activists, even if this might offend. Raising conflicts
between transgender rights and women’s rights is not “transphobic”, because disagreement is not
hatred. The concept of “transphobia” should be defined narrowly as statements or acts indicating
hostility or prejudice towards transgender persons. If the right to speak about conflicts is protected,
and we start by acknowledging the broad areas of agreement about the human rights of transgender
people, we can turn to the substance of these conflicts. Should it be possible for an individual to
change their legal sex? If so, how easy should it be? Should it be changeable only after a diagnosis of
gender dysphoria and a waiting period? Or should it be sufficient to “self-identify” as a person of the
opposite sex? Or should sex be removed from birth certificates, so that there is nothing to change?
Robert Wintemute carefully examines these conflicts, considers the differences between transgender
rights and lesbian, gay and bisexual (LGB) rights, and proposes ways to achieve co-existence
between transgender rights and women’s and children’s rights.

can a private business refuse service based on religion: Yes Gawd! Royal G. Cravens III,
2024-01-12 An online supplemental appendix containing a methodological appendix, data files, and
graphics is available through the Harvard Dataverse.

can a private business refuse service based on religion: American Public Service Sheila
Suess Kennedy, David Schultz, 2011-08-25 Questions of ethics in public administration are
increasingly in the news, where commentators seem too often detached from the sources of those
ethics and their application to current political conflicts. American Public Service: Constitutional and
Ethical Foundations examines public administration ethics as contextualized by constitutional, legal,
and political values within the United States. Through case studies, hypothetical examples, and an
easy-to-read discussion format, the authors explore what these values mean for specific duties of
government managers and for the resolution of many contemporary issues confronting public sector
officials. Key Features: ¢ Describes the philosophical underpinnings of the Constitution and the Bill
of Rights ¢ Identifies the values that anchor and define what government and public administrators
should do. * Indicates where these values fit into a framework for moral decision-making in the
public sector, and how they apply to discussions of current controversies in public administration. ¢
Written by authors with rich experience as both lawyers and academics in public administration
programs.

can a private business refuse service based on religion: Campaigning for President in
America, 1788-2016 Scott John Hammond, Robert North Roberts, Valerie A. Sulfaro, 2016-04-25
What does it take to get elected president of the United States—leader of the free world? This book



https://bmx.fpfootwear.com/archive-th-105/can-a-private-business-refuse-service-based-on-religion.pdf

gives readers insight into the major issues and events surrounding American presidential elections
across more than two centuries, from the earliest years of the Republic through the campaigns of
the 21st century. The race for the presidency encapsulates the broader changes in American
democratic culture. This book provides insight into the major issues and events surrounding
American presidential elections across more than two centuries, from the earliest years of the
Republic through the campaigns of the 21st century. Readers will be able to see and understand how
presidential campaigns have evolved over time, and how and why the current state of campaigning
for president came into being.

can a private business refuse service based on religion: When Islam Is Not a Religion Asma
T Uddin, 2019-07-09 American Muslim religious liberty lawyer Asma Uddin has long considered her
work defending people of all faiths to be a calling more than a job. Yet even as she seeks equal
protection for Evangelicals, Sikhs, Muslims, Native Americans, Jews, and Catholics alike, she has
seen an ominous increase in attempts to criminalize Islam and exclude Muslim Americans from those
protections.Somehow, the view that Muslims aren’t human enough for human rights or
constitutional protections is moving from the fringe to the mainstream—along with the claim “Islam
is not a religion.” This conceit is not just a threat to the First Amendment rights of American
Muslims. It is a threat to the freedom of all Americans.Her new book reveals a significant but
overlooked danger to our religious liberty. Woven throughout this national saga is Uddin’s own story
and the stories of American Muslims and other people of faith who have faced tremendous
indignities as they attempt to live and worship freely.Combining her experience of Islam as a
religious truth and her legal and philosophical appreciation that all individuals have a right to
religious liberty, Uddin examines the shifting tides of American culture and outlines a way forward
for individuals and communities navigating today’s culture wars.

can a private business refuse service based on religion: Gay Priori Libby Adler,
2018-03-29 Libby Adler offers a comprehensive critique of the mainstream LGBT legal agenda in the
United States, showing how LGBT equal rights discourse drives legal advocates toward a narrow
array of reform objectives that do little to help the lives of the most marginalized members of the
LGBT community.

can a private business refuse service based on religion: Reconciling Opposites W. Royce
Clark, 2022-02-04 The American justice system was founded on the idea of “majority-rule,” but in a
democracy this is achievable only if the majority has the interests of the whole at heart. Since the
days of America’s founding, white, Christian males created laws from their standpoint as the
majority, leading them to exercise power in a largely “majoritarian” way rather than upholding the
interests of all citizens. The nation has not realized its stated ideals of equality of liberty, opportunity
and justice for all. As a solution, W. Royce Clark formulates a non-majoritarian ethic based not on
any majority but on a universal instinct, the combination of Albert Schweitzer’s “will-to-live” and
Friedrich Nietzsche’s “will-to-power,” along with democratic principles articulated by John Rawls
and James Madison, which would represent all citizens.

can a private business refuse service based on religion: Religion and Law in Brazil
Thiago Magalhaes Pires, 2023-09-25 Derived from the renowned multi-volume International
Encyclopaedia of Laws, this convenient resource provides systematic information on how Brazil
deals with the role religion plays or can play in society, the legal status of religious communities and
institutions, and the legal interaction among religion, culture, education, and media. After a general
introduction describing the social and historical background, the book goes on to explain the legal
framework in which religion is approached. Coverage proceeds from the principle of religious
freedom through the rights and contractual obligations of religious communities; international,
transnational, and regional law effects; and the legal parameters affecting the influence of religion
in politics and public life. Also covered are legal positions on religion in such specific fields as
church financing, labour and employment, and matrimonial and family law. A clear and
comprehensive overview of relevant legislation and legal doctrine make the book an invaluable
reference source and very useful guide. Succinct and practical, this book will prove to be of great



value to practitioners in the myriad instances where a law-related religious interest arises in Brazil.
Academics and researchers will appreciate its value as a thorough but concise treatment of the legal
aspects of diversity and multiculturalism in which religion plays such an important part.

can a private business refuse service based on religion: Religion, Law and the Politics of
Ethical Diversity Claude Proeschel, David Koussens, Francesco Piraino, 2021-03-31 This book
provides a multidisciplinary and comparative look at the contemporary phenomenon of conscientious
objection or contestation in the name of religion and examines the key issues that emerge in terms
of citizenship and democracy. These are analysed by looking at the different ways of challenging or
contesting a legal obligation on the grounds of religious beliefs and convictions. The authors focus
on the meaning of conscientious objection which asserts the legitimacy of convictions — in particular
religious convictions — in determining the personal or collective relevance of the law and of public
action. The book begins by examining the main theoretical issues underlying conscientious
objection, exploring the implications of the protection of freedom of conscience, the place of religion
in the secular public sphere, and the recognition and respect of ethical pluralism in society. It then
focuses on the question of exemptions and contestations of civil norms, using a multidisciplinary
approach to highlight the multiple and diverse issues surrounding them, as well as the motives
behind them. This book will be of great interest to scholars, specialists, and graduate and advanced
undergraduate students who are interested in issues of religious diversity. Researchers and
policymakers in think-tanks, NGOs and government units will find the volume useful in helping to
identify key issues in understanding the phenomenon of conscientious objection and its implications
in managing ethical diversity in contemporary societies.

can a private business refuse service based on religion: 50 Great Myths of Human
Sexuality Pepper Schwartz, Martha Kempner, 2015-01-20 50 Great Myths of Human Sexuality seeks
to dispel commonly accepted myths and misunderstandings surrounding human sexuality, providing
an enlightening, fascinating and challenging book that covers the fifty areas the author’s believe
individuals must understand to have a safe, pleasurable and healthy sex life. Dispels/Explores
commonly accepted myths and misunderstandings surrounding human sexuality Includes
comparisons to other countries and cultures exploring different beliefs and how societies can
influence perceptions Areas discussed include: pre-marital sex, masturbation, sexual diseases,
fantasy, pornography, relationships, contraception, and emotions such as jealousy, body image
insecurity, passionate love and sexual aggression Covers both heterosexual and same-sex
relationships

can a private business refuse service based on religion: Gay Rights vs. Religious Liberty?
Andrew Koppelman, 2020-05-01 Koppelman offers a solution to the bitterly polarizing gay
rights/religious liberty conflict. This is the only book that lays out the interests that must be
balanced in any decent compromise, in terms that both sides can recognize and appreciate.
Koppelman explains the basis of antidiscrimination law, including the complex idea of dignitary
harm. He shows why even those who do not regard religion as important or valid nonetheless have
good reasons to support religious liberty, and why those who regard religion as a value of overriding
importance should nonetheless reject the extravagant power over nonbelievers that the Supreme
Court has recently embraced.

can a private business refuse service based on religion: Foster Care in America Christina
G. Villegas, 2022-05-18 America's foster care system has a noble goal—to care for children that for
various reasons can no longer be cared for by their families—but years of inattention and inadequate
funding have left many foster youth in a precarious state. This resource provides a comprehensive
and authoritative overview of the American foster care system. Areas of coverage include the
scaffolding of foster care systems in the various states (each of which operate their own unique
systems through their social service agencies); conditions under which children are taken out of
their families of origin and placed in foster care; the experiences of both young children and older
teens in foster homes; challenges for foster children who age out of the system; and proposals to
reform and improve foster care across the nation. Geared for students, this book contains chapters



devoted to the background and history of foster care in America; the systems's problems,
controversies, and solutions; original essay contributions exploring various facets of the system;
profiles of leading foster care activists and organizations; governmental data and excerpts of
primary documents on the topic; and an annotated list of important books, scholarly journals, and
nonprint sources for further research. It closes with a detailed chronology, glossary of terms, and
subject index.

can a private business refuse service based on religion: Code of Federal Regulations ,
2002 Special edition of the Federal Register, containing a codification of documents of general
applicability and future effect ... with ancillaries.

can a private business refuse service based on religion: Religious Political Movements
Michael Davis, Al, 2025-05-02 Religious Political Movements examines the intricate ways religious
ideologies shape political systems globally, from medieval theocracies to modern faith-based
movements. It highlights how religious doctrines influence legislation, social norms, and
international relations. Understanding how religious ethics inform public policy reveals the moral
foundations of laws and the debates surrounding them. For example, the book explores how
theocracies operate where religious leaders wield political power, and how religious beliefs drive
political mobilization. The book argues that religious ideologies are foundational forces, not just
peripheral influences, in shaping political trajectories. Beginning with a theoretical framework, it
examines historical case studies of theocratic states and the rise of faith-based political parties.
Subsequent chapters analyze contemporary debates on religious freedom and secularism. This
progression offers a comprehensive understanding of religion's role in our interconnected world,
using historical documents, speeches, surveys, and studies to support its analysis.

can a private business refuse service based on religion: Sociology David M. Newman,
2020-01-28 In Sociology: Exploring the Architecture of Everyday Life, David Newman shows
students how to see the unfamiliar in the familiar—to step back and see organization and
predictability in their personal experiences. Through his approachable writing style and lively
personal anecdotes, the author has maintained his goal from the first edition: to write a textbook
that reads like a real book. Many adopters of this book are fans of Peter Berger’s classic works,
which helped introduce the idea of social constructionism to sociology. Newman uses the metaphors
of architecture and construction, to help students understand that society is not something that
exists out there, independently of themselves; it is a human creation that is planned, maintained, or
altered by individuals. Using vivid prose, current examples, and recent data, the Thirteenth Edition
presents a unique and thought-provoking overview of how society is constructed and experienced.
Instead of surveying every subfield in sociology, the more streamlined coverage (14 chapters)
focuses on the individual and society, the construction of self and society, and social inequality in the
context of social structures. Included with this title: The password-protected Instructor Resource
Site (formally known as SAGE Edge) offers access to all text-specific resources, including a test bank
and editable, chapter-specific PowerPoint® slides.

can a private business refuse service based on religion: The Conscience Wars Susanna
Mancini, Michel Rosenfeld, 2018-05-31 In this work, Professors Rosenfeld and Mancini have brought
together an impressive group of authors to provide a comprehensive analysis on the greater demand
for religions exemptions to government mandates. Traditional religious conscientious objection
cases, such as refusal to salute the flag or to serve in the military during war, had a diffused effect
throughout society. In sharp contrast, these authors argue that today's most notorious objections
impinge on the rights of others, targeting practices like abortion, LGTBQ adoption, and same-sex
marriage. The dramatic expansion of conscientious objection claims have revolutionized the battle
between religious traditionalists and secular civil libertarians, raising novel political, legal,
constitutional and philosophical challenges. Highlighting the intersection between conscientious
objections, religious liberty, and the equality of women and sexual minorities, this volume showcases
this political debate and the principal jurisprudence from different parts of the world and
emphasizes the little known international social movements that compete globally to alter the



debate's terms.

can a private business refuse service based on religion: Religion in Uniform Edward
Waggoner, 2019-10-03 Religion in Uniform argues powerfully that Americans must reform their
military’s chaplaincy. Americans fund this public project to serve all persons in the armed forces, but
the chaplaincy currently fails to do so. Waggoner shows that Americans’ support for keeping
chaplain positions in the military has always rested on a mix of political, military, and religious
rationales that continue to evolve. He argues political, military, and theological reasons to eradicate
bias, gender discrimination and sexual violence in the chaplain corps and to stop the use of
chaplains in strategic roles abroad. Acknowledging that Christian groups are providing the strongest
support for the chaplaincy’s status quo, Waggoner contests the specific theological claims that
underwrite their policies. He launches a new, critical and constructive discussion about US military
religion for the twenty-first century.

can a private business refuse service based on religion: The Rule of Law and the Rule of
God S. Ilesanmi, W. Lee, ]. Parker, 2014-10-09 This book examines the competing regimes of law
and religion an offers a multidisciplinary approach to demonstrate the global scope of their
influence. It argues that the tension between these two institutions results from their disagreements
about the kinds of rule that should govern human life and society, and from where they should be
derived.

can a private business refuse service based on religion: Freedom of Religion and Belief: A
World Report Kevin Boyle, Juliet Sheen, 2013-03-07 This report, the first of its kind yet to be
published, provides a detailed and impartial account of how the individual's right to hold beliefs is
understood, protected or denied throughout the world. Consisting of accessible, short edited entries
based on drafts commissioned from experts living in the countries surveyed, it exposes persecution
and discrimination in virtually all world regions. The book: * provides an analysis of United Nations
standards of freedom of religion and belief * covers over fifty countries, divided into regions and
introduced by a regional overview * covers themes including: the relationships between belief
groups and the state; freedom to manifest belief in law and practice; religion and schools; religious
minorities; new religious movements; the impact of beliefs on the status of women; and the extent to
which conscientious objection to military service is recognised by governments * draws on examples
of accommodation and co-operation between different religions and beliefs and identifies the main
challenges to be overcome if the diversity of human conviction is to be established.

can a private business refuse service based on religion: Social Jurisprudence in the
Changing of Social Norms: Emerging Research and Opportunities Drenner, Karla L., 2019-01-18
Equality is often trampled on by those who believe they are, in varying ways, superior. However,
identifying how government systems can protect against discrimination can assist future generations
in combating the harsh realities of inequality. Social Jurisprudence in the Changing of Social Norms:
Emerging Research and Opportunities delivers a collection of resources dedicated to identifying
sexual orientation as a protected legal class like race, color, gender, and religion using innovative
research methods and the federalist responses to the LGBT movement. While highlighting topics
including judicial review, LGBT politics, and social change framework, this book is ideally designed
for policymakers, politicians, academicians, researchers, and students seeking current research on
the analysis of legal cases that provide evidence of LGBT citizen marginalization.
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