how to write a comparative essay

How to Write a Comparative Essay: A Step-by-Step Guide

how to write a comparative essay is a question many students ask when faced with assignments
that require analyzing two or more subjects side by side. Whether you're comparing novels, historical
events, theories, or even characters, mastering this type of essay can enhance your critical thinking
and writing skills significantly. This guide will walk you through the process, offering practical tips and
insights to craft a compelling and well-structured comparative essay that captures your reader’s
interest.

Understanding the Basics of a Comparative Essay

Before diving into the writing process, it's important to understand what a comparative essay actually
is. At its core, a comparative essay explores the similarities and differences between two or more
subjects. The goal isn’t just to list these comparisons but to analyze them in a way that reveals
deeper insights.

What Makes Comparative Essays Unique?

Unlike other essays that might focus solely on one topic, comparative essays require you to juggle
multiple ideas simultaneously. This means you need to maintain clarity and coherence while shifting
between subjects, making transitions smooth and logical. Using effective comparative language and
linking phrases helps your essay flow naturally.

Common Types of Comparative Essays

There are several ways to approach a comparative essay, depending on the assignment or your
personal preference:

¢ Point-by-Point Method: You alternate points about each subject one by one, making it easy
for the reader to directly compare specific aspects.

* Block Method: You discuss all aspects of one subject first, followed by all aspects of the other.
This can be useful for complex topics but demands strong transitions.

How to Write a Comparative Essay: Planning and



Preparation

Good writing begins long before the first sentence is typed. Spending time on planning and research
sets a solid foundation for your essay.

Choose Your Subjects Wisely

Often, your essay topics will be assigned, but if you have the freedom to choose, pick subjects that
have meaningful connections yet distinct differences. This balance ensures you have enough material
to compare and contrast without the essay becoming too broad or shallow.

Conduct Thorough Research

Gather detailed information about each subject. Look for credible sources such as academic journals,
books, or authoritative articles. Take notes on key points, themes, and evidence that will support your
comparison.

Develop a Strong Thesis Statement

Your thesis is the backbone of your essay. Instead of simply stating that two things are similar or
different, your thesis should reveal the significance of these comparisons. For example, "While both
Shakespeare’s *Hamlet* and Sophocles’ *Oedipus Rex* explore themes of fate and free will, their
treatment of human agency reflects contrasting cultural values."

Structuring Your Comparative Essay

How you organize your essay can greatly affect how your argument is perceived.

Using the Point-by-Point Structure

This structure is often easier for readers to follow because it directly contrasts each point:

1. Introduction: Present your subjects and thesis.
2. Body Paragraph 1: Compare point A in Subject 1 and Subject 2.
3. Body Paragraph 2: Compare point B in Subject 1 and Subject 2.

4. Body Paragraph 3: Compare point C in Subject 1 and Subject 2.



5. Conclusion: Summarize your analysis and restate your thesis.

Using the Block Method

This approach groups all information about one subject before moving to the next:

1. Introduction: Introduce the subjects and your thesis.
2. Body Paragraphs 1-3: Discuss points A, B, and C about Subject 1.
3. Body Paragraphs 4-6: Discuss points A, B, and C about Subject 2.

4. Conclusion: Provide a comparative analysis and reiterate your thesis.

While this method is straightforward, it requires careful transitions to keep the reader engaged and to
clearly connect the two subjects.

Writing Tips for a Successful Comparative Essay

Here are some practical tips to keep in mind when writing your essay:

Use Comparative Language Effectively

Words like "similarly," "in contrast," "both," "whereas," and "on the other hand" help clarify whether
you're highlighting similarities or differences. Using these phrases naturally will guide your reader
through your analysis.

Focus on Analysis, Not Just Description

It's easy to fall into the trap of merely describing each subject. Instead, ask yourself why these
similarities and differences matter. What do they reveal about the subjects? How do they contribute
to the overall argument?

Keep Your Audience in Mind

Write in a way that is clear and engaging. Avoid jargon unless your audience is familiar with it, and
make sure your essay flows logically. Using varied sentence structures and a conversational tone can



make your writing more enjoyable to read.

Use Evidence to Support Your Points

Whether quoting texts, citing data, or referencing theories, backing up your claims with solid evidence
is vital. This strengthens your argument and demonstrates a deep understanding of the material.

Editing and Refining Your Comparative Essay

Once your first draft is complete, take the time to revise and polish your work.

Check for Coherence and Flow

Make sure your essay moves smoothly from one point to the next. Transitions should not feel forced
but rather guide the reader naturally through your argument.

Eliminate Redundancy

Avoid repeating the same ideas unnecessarily. Each paragraph should introduce a fresh insight or
build upon the previous points.

Proofread for Grammar and Style

Typos and grammatical errors can distract from your message. Reading your essay out loud or using
editing tools can help catch mistakes you might otherwise miss.

Seek Feedback

If possible, ask a peer, mentor, or teacher to review your essay. Fresh eyes can spot areas that need
clarification or improvement.

Learning how to write a comparative essay effectively opens the door to deeper critical thinking and
sharper writing skills. By understanding the structure, planning carefully, and focusing on meaningful
analysis, you can create essays that not only meet academic requirements but also engage and
inform your readers. With practice, comparing and contrasting ideas will become a natural and
rewarding part of your writing toolkit.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is a comparative essay?

A comparative essay is a type of academic writing that examines the similarities and differences
between two or more subjects, such as texts, ideas, events, or theories, to draw meaningful
conclusions.

How do | choose subjects for a comparative essay?

Choose subjects that have enough similarities and differences to be compared meaningfully. They
should share a common theme or category, allowing for insightful analysis.

What is the structure of a comparative essay?

A typical comparative essay includes an introduction with a clear thesis statement, body paragraphs
organized either by subject or by points of comparison, and a conclusion that summarizes the findings
and restates the thesis.

Should I use block method or point-by-point method in a
comparative essay?

Both methods are valid. The block method discusses all aspects of one subject first, then the other.
The point-by-point method alternates points about each subject. Choose the one that best suits your
argument and clarity.

How do | write a strong thesis statement for a comparative
essay?

Your thesis should clearly state the subjects being compared and the main point or argument about
their similarities and/or differences. It should guide the direction of your essay.

What are some tips for writing effective body paragraphs in a
comparative essay?

Each paragraph should focus on a single point of comparison or contrast, provide evidence for both
subjects, and explain the significance of the comparison in relation to your thesis.

How can | ensure my comparative essay is balanced?

Give equal attention to each subject, avoid bias, and provide comparable evidence and analysis for
both to maintain balance and fairness in your essay.

What role do transitions play in a comparative essay?

Transitions help guide the reader through the comparison by signaling shifts between subjects or
points, making the essay easier to follow and enhancing coherence.



How do | conclude a comparative essay effectively?

Summarize the main points of comparison, restate the thesis in light of the analysis, and possibly
suggest broader implications or areas for further study.

Additional Resources

How to Write a Comparative Essay: A Detailed Guide for Academic Success

how to write a comparative essay stands as a foundational skill for students and professionals
aiming to develop critical thinking and analytical prowess. This form of writing involves examining two
or more subjects, identifying their similarities and differences, and presenting an informed analysis
that goes beyond mere description. Whether analyzing literary works, historical events, theories, or
products, mastering the art of comparative essays is essential for producing coherent, compelling,
and insightful academic or professional papers.

Understanding the nuances of how to write a comparative essay can significantly elevate the quality
of your writing by ensuring clarity, depth, and relevance. This article delves into the essential

components of comparative essay writing, explores various structural approaches, and discusses
strategies to enhance analytical depth and reader engagement.

Breaking Down the Comparative Essay

At its core, a comparative essay is an analytical piece that explores the relationships between two or
more subjects. These subjects might be similar in category but differ in perspective, approach, or
outcome. The primary goal is to shed light on how these subjects interact or contrast, offering a
deeper understanding of each.

Purpose and Importance

Comparative essays are not simply about listing differences and similarities; they serve a critical
function in academic discourse by:

e Encouraging critical thinking through analysis of multiple perspectives.

e Developing evaluative skills by weighing pros and cons or strengths and weaknesses.

e Enhancing understanding of complex concepts by drawing parallels or distinctions.

This type of essay challenges writers to go beyond surface-level observations and engage with
underlying themes, methodologies, or implications.



Common Types of Comparative Essays

The approach to how to write a comparative essay often depends on the type of comparison being
conducted. Common types include:

* Point-by-Point Comparison: Alternating between subjects on specific points or criteria.

* Block Method: Discussing all aspects of one subject first, followed by the other.

e Comparative Analysis: Focusing on a thematic or conceptual framework that underpins both
subjects.

Choosing the right structure affects the clarity and flow of your essay, and should align with your
analytical goals and audience expectations.

Key Steps in How to Write a Comparative Essay

Writing a comparative essay involves several deliberate steps that ensure thorough analysis and
coherent argumentation.

1. Selecting Subjects

Choosing the right subjects is the foundation of an effective comparative essay. The subjects should
be comparable in a meaningful way, sharing a context or category but differing enough to warrant
analysis. For example, comparing two literary works from the same genre but different historical
periods can reveal evolving themes or societal values.

2. Establishing a Clear Thesis

A strong thesis statement is crucial. It should encapsulate the central argument regarding the
relationship between the subjects, highlighting whether the focus is on similarities, differences, or a
combination of both. This thesis guides the essay’s direction and informs the reader of the essay's
intent.

3. Creating an Analytical Framework

Identifying criteria or points of comparison is a vital analytical step. These can range from thematic
elements, stylistic features, outcomes, or theoretical underpinnings. Defining these criteria early
helps maintain focus and ensures that the essay remains organized.



4. Research and Evidence Gathering

Robust comparative essays rely on credible sources and evidential support. Whether citing textual
examples, historical data, or experimental results, sourcing accurate and relevant information
reinforces the essay’s analytical rigor.

5. Structuring the Essay

The organization of the essay must facilitate clear communication of comparisons. The two main
structures previously mentioned — point-by-point and block method — each have advantages:

¢ Point-by-Point: Enhances direct comparison, making it easier for readers to follow specific
similarities and differences.

¢ Block Method: Allows for in-depth exploration of each subject independently before drawing
comparisons.

Selecting the structure depends on the complexity of subjects and the writer’s preference for clarity
versus depth.

6. Writing with Analytical Precision

Effective comparative essays avoid mere description. Instead, each point of comparison should
include analysis explaining why the similarity or difference is significant. This analytical commentary
is the heart of the essay.

Techniques to Enhance Comparative Essay Writing

Developing Cohesive Transitions

Smooth transitions between paragraphs and points are vital for maintaining reader engagement.
Phrases like “similarly,” “in contrast,” and “on the other hand” serve as signposts, guiding readers
through the comparative analysis.

Balancing Objectivity and Insight

While maintaining a neutral tone is important, offering insightful interpretation elevates the essay.
Writers should aim to present balanced views before articulating nuanced conclusions that reflect



critical thinking.

Incorporating Comparative Keywords

For SEO optimization and clarity, integrating keywords such as “compare and contrast essay,”
“analytical comparison,” “similarities and differences,” and “comparison framework” naturally
throughout the essay can improve visibility and reader comprehension without compromising the
professional tone.

Utilizing Visual Aids When Appropriate

In some contexts, especially in professional or technical comparative essays, incorporating tables,
charts, or diagrams can clarify complex comparisons. Visual aids succinctly highlight differences or
similarities, aiding reader understanding.

Challenges in Writing Comparative Essays and How to
Overcome Them

One common challenge in how to write a comparative essay is avoiding superficiality. Writers
sometimes fall into listing features without analyzing their significance. To counter this, focus on the
“why” and “how” aspects of each comparison point.

Another difficulty is maintaining coherence when juggling multiple points of comparison. Using a clear
outline before writing and adhering to a consistent organizational pattern helps maintain logical flow.

Additionally, bias can undermine the credibility of comparative essays. Striving for balanced
evaluation and supporting claims with evidence ensures objectivity and trustworthiness.

Examples of Effective Comparative Essay Topics

To contextualize these strategies, consider these examples:

e Comparing leadership styles of two historical figures and their impact on political movements.
¢ Analyzing thematic similarities and differences in dystopian novels from different eras.
e Evaluating the design and functionality of two competing smartphone models.

» Contrasting educational theories and their application in classroom settings.



Each example demands a tailored approach to comparison and analysis, underscoring the importance
of topic selection aligned with clear criteria.

Mastering how to write a comparative essay involves more than following a formula; it requires an
investigative mindset and an ability to synthesize information critically. Through careful subject
selection, structured planning, and analytical depth, writers can produce compelling essays that not
only inform but also engage and persuade readers.

How To Write A Comparative Essay

how to write a comparative essay: How to Write an Essay, Grades 6-8 Gabriel Arquilevich,
1999-10 The purpose of this book is to teach students how to write a five-paragraph essay and to
demonstrate the creativity and fun involved in essay writing.

how to write a comparative essay: Writing a Comparative Essay with Examples
CreativeCloud Publications, 2020-03-27 The act of comparing two or more aspects in writing
improves the creativity of a writer in many ways. The book will help a student understand how to
write a comparative essay highlighting the importance of comparing in writing with
easy-to-understand examples. For the in-depth familiarization, the reader will find 3 full essay
examples written according to APA and MLA formatting: Comparative analysis essay, Comparative
research paper between two historical leaders, Comparative essay on world literature in translation.

how to write a comparative essay: A Short Guide to Writing about Film Timothy Corrigan,
2024-08-09 A Short Guide to Writing about Film continues to be the definitive resource for
introducing students to film study, unlocking the art of film criticism with concise insights about the
essentials of writing. The text introduces key film terminology, equipping students with the tools
they need to craft thoughtful and critical essays. Featuring an array of student and professional
examples, Corrigan takes readers on a journey from initial analysis and drafting to the creation of
polished essays. With an engaging style, he demonstrates how film analysis can transform into a
nuanced and rigorous compositional process. Perfect for both beginners and seasoned writers, this
textbook is your gateway to mastering the language of film.

how to write a comparative essay: English Essay Writing Handbook Emmanuel Tatah Mentan,
2019-01-23 There is no available information at this time. Author will provide once available.

how to write a comparative essay: Using Writing to Learn Across the Content Areas: An
ASCD Action Tool Sue Beers, Lou Howell, 2005-11 A great way to help students learn your content
is to have them write about it. Writing is a way for students to review their own learning, organize
their thinking and evaluate how well they understand what has been taught. Use the 81 tools in this
binder to help students in every grade and subject become actively engaged in their own learning.
The binder contains everything teachers need to begin using these strategies immediately. Each
strategy includes complete how-to-use instructions, teacher materials for classroom use, classroom
examples, and a template for student assignments.

how to write a comparative essay: Writing Workshop Teacher Created Resources, 2004-06-28
This book is perfect for busy teachers who want a comprehensive resource for teaching writing. It
includes lessons on the different writing genres, language use and conventions, and the writing
process.

how to write a comparative essay: Academic Writing Skills 2 Teacher's Manual Peter Chin,
Joseph Garner, Miklos Juhasz, Samuel Reid, Sean Wray, Yoko Yamazaki, 2012-05-02 Academic
Writing Skills is a three-volume essay writing course for students that develops students' abilities to
compose college-level essays. Academic Writing Skills 2 takes students through a step-by-step
process of writing expository, argumentative, and compare and contrast essays. It is appropriate for



https://bmx.fpfootwear.com/archive-th-104/how-to-write-a-comparative-essay.pdf

students wishing to focus on specific essay types that require the use and integration of sources to
complete academic writing tasks.

how to write a comparative essay: Academic Writing Skills 2 Student's Book Peter Chin,
Samuel Reid, Sean Wray, Yoko Yamazaki, 2011-12-15 This textbook is suitable for self-study. It takes
students through a step-by-step process of writing expository, argumentative, and compare and
contrast essays. Includes information on structuring an essay, enhancing introductions, judging the
quality of sources, citing information and improving the academic tone of language.

how to write a comparative essay: GENRE-BASED WRITING: THEORY AND PRACTICE Lutfi
Ashar Mauludin, Celya Intan Kharisma Putri, 2025-05-19 Understanding and mastering genre-based
writing is essential because each genre serves a unique purpose and audience. Learning to navigate
these different genres equips students with the tools they need to communicate effectively across
various fieldS and contexts, whether academic, professional, or personal. Hence, learning to write in
different genres is crucial, as each genre has its own conventions and expectations that help convey
meaning effectively. This book is designed to support students enrolled in the Genre-Based Writing
(Theory and Practice) course and any readers who are navigating similar difficulties in writing.

how to write a comparative essay: The Art and Architecture of Academic Writing Patricia
Prinz, Birna Arnbjornsdottir, 2021-08-15 This book is a bridge to confident academic writing for
advanced non-native English users. It emphasizes depth over breadth through mastery of core
writing competencies and strategies which apply to most academic disciplines and genres. Tailored
to students in EMI programs, the content was piloted and revised during a longitudinal writing
study. The innovative approach prepares students to write for the academic community through the
dual lenses of Art (developing a writer’s voice through choices in language, style, and topics) and
Architecture (mastering norms of academic language, genre, and organization.) The user-friendly
text maximizes time for writing practice and production by avoiding lengthy readings. Part 1 builds
skills and confidence in writing by focusing on assignments that do not require research. Part 2
applies newly mastered principles, skills, and strategies to research-based writing. Students learn to
incorporate thesis, research, and evidence into a process for academic writing by following the
AWARE framework (Arranging to write, Writing, Assessing, Revising, and Editing.)

how to write a comparative essay: Successful Student Writing through Formative
Assessment Harry Grover Tuttle, 2013-09-13 Use formative assessment to dramatically improve
your students’ writing. In Successful Student Writing Through Formative Assessment, educator and
international speaker Harry G. Tuttle shows you how to guide middle and high school students
through the prewriting, writing, and revision processes using formative assessment techniques that
work. This brand new set of strategies includes real writing samples plus easy-to-use applications
that will allow you to monitor, diagnose, and provide continual feedback to your students. You'll help
them perfect their written communication skills and ready them for further growth. Tuttle offers tips
on breaking large writing assignments into several smaller tasks, identifying red flags, varying your
feedback methods, and more. Enhance your instruction by assessing students at specific points
throughout the writing process, and help them to become better writers as a result!

how to write a comparative essay: The Hitchhiker's Guide to Writing Research Xinghua
Liu, Michael Hebert, Rui A. Alves, 2023-09-30 This book brings together the work of established
scholars from around the world to celebrate and honor the many ways in which Steve Graham has
contributed to the advancement of teaching and researching writing. Focusing on writing
development and writing instruction in different contexts of education, original contributions in this
book critically engage with theoretical and empirical issues raised in Steve Graham'’s influential
body of work and significantly extend our understandings of the importance of writing in developing
learners’ literacy and the roles of writing in teaching and learning processes. This book is organized
around themes central to Steve Graham's work, including theories and models of writing, effective
instructional methods in teaching writing, surveys on teaching and learning writing, and systematic
review studies on writing. Apart from regular chapters, the book also features personal and
scholarly reflections revealing the powerful ways in which Steve Graham'’s work has influenced our



thinking in the field of writing research and continues to open up new avenues for future research
endeavors.

how to write a comparative essay: Developing Strategic Writers through Genre
Instruction Zoi A. Philippakos, Charles A. MacArthur, David L. Coker, 2015-05-07 This highly
practical guide offers a systematic approach to instruction in the three main writing
genres--narrative, persuasive, and informative--that students in grades 3-5 are expected to master.
Ready-to-use lesson plans and materials are grounded in research on strategy instruction and
self-regulated learning, and connect with learning standards. Presented are ways to teach students
strategies for planning, drafting, evaluating, revising, editing, and publishing writing in each genre,
while making connections between reading and writing. Sixty-four reproducible planning forms and
student handouts are provided; the large-size format facilitates photocopying. The Appendix
contains a Study Guide to support professional learning. Purchasers also get access to a Web page
where they can download and print the reproducible materials. See also the authors' Developing
Strategic Young Writers through Genre Instruction: Resources for Grades K-2.

how to write a comparative essay: Q: Skills for Success 3E Reading & Writing Level 4
Jenny Bixby, Nigel Caplan, Meg Brooks, Miles Craven, 2020-07-09 A six-level paired skills series that
helps students to think critically and succeed academically. The Third Edition builds on Q: Skills for
Success' question-centered approach with even more critical thinking, up-to-date topics, and 100%
new assessment.

how to write a comparative essay: Powerful Writing Structures Adrienne Gear, 2020-02-06
This timely book uses thinking structures to deepen student writing. It revolves around “brain
pockets” to help students appreciate the qualities of different writing forms. Some powerful
examples include memory pockets for personal narrative writing, fact pockets for nonfiction, and
imagination pockets for story writing. Detailed lesson plans are featured along with sample anchor
books and book lists. Based on extensive classroom testing, student samples throughout the book
illustrate this unique approach to teaching writing. Suggestions for setting up an effective writing
program and assessment tips for guiding instruction complete this comprehensive approach to
developing a year-long writing program.

how to write a comparative essay: ESL Intermediate/Advanced Writing Mary Ellen Munoz
Page, Steven Gras, 2013-01-01 Master ESL (English as a Second Language) Writing with the study
guide designed for non-native speakers of English. Skill-building lessons relevant to today's topics
help ESL students write complete sentences, paragraphs, and even multi-paragraph essays. It's
perfect for classroom use or self-guided writing preparation. DETAILS - Intermediate drills for
improving skills with parallel structure, mood, correct shifting errors & dangling participles -
Advanced essay drills focusing on narrative, descriptive, process, reaction, comparison and contrast
- Superb preparation for students taking the TOEFL (Test of English as Foreign Language)

how to write a comparative essay: Cracking the AP World History Exam Monty
Armstrong, David Daniel, Princeton Review (Firm), Abby Kanarek, Alexandra Freer, 2004-02-03 The
Princeton Review realizes that acing the AP World History Exam is very different from getting
straight A's in school. We don't try to teach you everything there is to know about world history-only
what you'll need to score higher on the exam. There's a big difference. In Cracking the AP World
History Exam, we'll teach you how to think like the test makers and -Focus on the key ideas and
information by using the History Review, structured to help you wade through thousands of facts
-Nail the essay questions by learning how to compare and contrast across civilizations and through
the centuries -Learn time-tested Princeton Review techniques for answering multiple- choice
questions and acing essays This book includes 2 full-length practice AP World History tests. All of
our practice test questions are like the ones you'll see on the actual exam, and we fully explain every
answer.

how to write a comparative essay: Cracking the AP World History Exam, 2015 Edition
Princeton Review, 2014-09-16 EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO SCORE A PERFECT 5. Equip yourself to
ace the AP World History Exam with The Princeton Review's comprehensive study guide—including



thorough content reviews, targeted strategies for every question type, and 2 full-length practice
tests with complete answer explanations. We don't have to tell you how tough AP World History can
be to remember and analyze (after all, there's so much of it)—or how important getting a stellar
exam score can be to your chances of getting into your top-choice college. Written by the experts at
The Princeton Review, Cracking the AP World History Exam arms you to take on the test with:
Techniques That Actually Work. ¢ Tried-and-true strategies to avoid traps and beat the test ¢ Tips
for pacing yourself and guessing logically ¢ Essential tactics to help you work smarter, not harder
Everything You Need to Know for a High Score. * Comprehensive content review for all test topics °
Up-to-date information on the 2015 AP World History Exam ¢ Engaging activities to help you
critically assess your progress Practice Your Way to Perfection. ¢ 2 full-length practice tests with
comprehensive answer explanations ¢ Practice drills at the end of each content review chapter °
Detailed maps and helpful timelines of major developmentsdevelopments, plus chapter review
questions

how to write a comparative essay: Bloom's How to Write about William Shakespeare Paul
Gleed, 2009 A practical resource guide for writing essays on William Shakespeare, with advice for
students designed to help them develop their analytical skills and understand Shakespeare's works.

how to write a comparative essay: Strategic Writing Mini-Lessons for All Students,
Grades 4-8 Janet C. Richards, Cynthia A. Lassonde, 2012-11-08 Power up writing instruction with
short, differentiated lessons! The hard reality? By the time they reach middle school, many of our
students still lack basic writing skills, and this may be one of their last opportunities to get up to
speed before they reach high school. There’s no better resource for you to help them do so than
Strategic Writing Mini-Lessons for All Students, Grades 4-8. Covering all four essential writing
strategies—inventing, drafting, writing, and editing—these differentiated mini-lessons follow an
easy-to-navigate, consistent structure, including: A schematic linking lessons to the grade-level goals
of the Common Core Adaptations for struggling writers, English Language Learners, and even
advanced writers with every lesson Support for different types of learners through use of
color-coding techniques, charts, art, and other visual tools Specific guidance on developing your
students’ confidence as writers and their ability to work independently Within no time, your students
will write with a newfound competence and confidence, better equipped to meet the demands ahead
of them. This book is the most useful writing resource I have encountered in all my years of
teaching. It is filled with practical strategies to produce writers with high-quality work product and
high interest in the craft of writing. —Linda Sarver, Teacher Excelsior Springs, MO
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