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Zoom TKL Build Guide: Crafting the Perfect Tenkeyless Keyboard

zoom tkl build guide is something many mechanical keyboard enthusiasts seek out when they
want to create a compact, high-performance typing or gaming setup. The Tenkeyless (TKL) layout,
which omits the number pad, has gained immense popularity for offering a balance between
functionality and desk space efficiency. Whether you’re a beginner looking to assemble your first
custom keyboard or a seasoned builder aiming to optimize your setup, this guide will walk you
through everything you need to know about building a Zoom TKL keyboard.

Understanding the Zoom TKL Keyboard

Before diving into the build process, it’s essential to grasp what makes the Zoom TKL keyboard
unique. The Zoom TKL is often referenced in the context of a specific mechanical keyboard design or
kit that focuses on compactness without sacrificing key functionality. This layout appeals to users
who want a smaller footprint on their desk but still require the standard alphanumeric keys, function
row, and navigation cluster.

The “Zoom” aspect in some communities refers to enhanced customization options, such as hot-
swappable switches, customizable RGB lighting, or improved stabilizers. Combining these features
with the TKL form factor results in a versatile keyboard that suits both productivity and gaming
environments.

Essential Components for Your Zoom TKL Build

Building a Zoom TKL keyboard involves selecting the right components, each contributing to the
final feel, sound, and performance.

1. Keyboard Case

The case is the foundation of your build. For a Zoom TKL, look for cases designed specifically for the
tenkeyless layout. Materials range from plastic and aluminum to wood and acrylic. Aluminum cases,
for example, offer a premium feel and durability but tend to be more expensive. Acrylic or
polycarbonate cases often produce a brighter sound profile and may be lighter.

Consider the case’s compatibility with your chosen PCB (printed circuit board), plate, and
stabilizers. Also, think about the aesthetics—whether you want a minimalist look or something eye-
catching with RGB lighting.



2. PCB (Printed Circuit Board)

The PCB is the heart of your keyboard, connecting the switches and transmitting signals to your
computer. For the Zoom TKL build, ensure the PCB supports the TKL layout and any features you
desire, such as:

- Hot-swappable switch sockets, allowing easy switch replacement without soldering
- RGB underglow or per-key lighting support
- VIA or QMK compatibility for custom key mapping and macros

Choosing a PCB with hot-swappable capabilities is highly recommended for beginners or those who
like to experiment with different switch types.

3. Plate

The plate sits between the switches and the PCB, providing structural support and affecting the
typing experience. Plates come in various materials including aluminum, brass, polycarbonate, and
carbon fiber.

- Aluminum plates offer a firm, tactile feel with a crisp sound.
- Brass plates add heft and a deeper, more resonant sound profile.
- Polycarbonate plates tend to be softer and provide a cushioned typing experience.

Selecting the right plate material can significantly influence your keyboard's acoustics and key feel.

4. Switches

Switches are arguably the most critical component in a mechanical keyboard build. They determine
the tactile feedback, sound, and overall typing comfort. For a Zoom TKL, you’ll want switches that
suit your typing style and preferences.

Popular switch types include:

- **Linear switches**: Smooth keystroke without tactile bumps (e.g., Cherry MX Reds, Gateron
Yellows)
- **Tactile switches**: Provide a noticeable bump without a click (e.g., Cherry MX Browns, Zealios
V2)
- **Clicky switches**: Offer both tactile feedback and audible clicks (e.g., Cherry MX Blues, Kailh
Box Whites)

If you’re unsure, opting for hot-swappable PCBs can allow you to try different switches before
committing.



5. Stabilizers

Stabilizers are essential for larger keys like the spacebar, enter, shift, and backspace. They prevent
key wobble and reduce noise. For a Zoom TKL build, investing in quality stabilizers can elevate your
typing experience.

Common stabilizer types include:

- **Cherry-style stabilizers**: The most widely used and compatible type.
- **Costar stabilizers**: Often found in older keyboards, less common in custom builds.

Lubing and clipping stabilizers is a popular mod to reduce rattle and produce a smoother sound.

6. Keycaps

Keycaps define the look and feel of your keyboard. They come in various profiles such as OEM,
Cherry, SA, and DSA, each with distinct shapes and typing feels.

Materials include:

- **ABS**: Affordable and smooth but prone to shine over time.
- **PBT**: More durable with a textured finish, resistant to shine.

For a Zoom TKL, choosing keycaps that complement your build’s aesthetics and typing preferences
is crucial.

Step-by-Step Zoom TKL Build Process

Now that you understand the components, let’s walk through the assembly process.

1. Preparing Your Workspace

Set up a clean, well-lit workspace with all your tools handy. Essential tools include:

- Screwdrivers (usually Phillips)
- Soldering iron and solder (if your PCB isn’t hot-swappable)
- Switch puller and keycap puller
- Tweezers for stabilizer installation
- Lubricants for switches and stabilizers (optional but recommended)

2. Installing Stabilizers



Start by clipping and lubing your stabilizers if you choose to. Then, snap or screw them into place on
the PCB or plate depending on your build design. Proper stabilizer installation prevents rattling and
ensures uniform keypresses.

3. Mounting Switches

If your PCB is hot-swappable, simply push your switches into the sockets until firmly seated. For
soldered PCBs, carefully insert switches into the plate and PCB holes, ensuring pins align correctly
before soldering.

Take your time here; improperly seated switches can cause issues later.

4. Assembling the Keyboard

Once switches and stabilizers are installed, mount the plate onto the case if applicable. Secure the
PCB to the case with screws, making sure nothing is pinched or misaligned.

5. Testing Your Build

Before finalizing the assembly, connect your keyboard to a computer and use testing software (like
Switch Hitter or VIA) to verify every key registers correctly. This step helps identify faulty switches
or solder joints early.

6. Installing Keycaps

Press your keycaps onto the switches, starting with larger keys to ensure proper fit. Take care not to
force them, which can damage stems.

Tips for Enhancing Your Zoom TKL Build

To truly personalize your Zoom TKL keyboard, consider these additional tips:

Sound Dampening: Adding foam inside the case or between the PCB and plate can
significantly reduce noise and create a more pleasant typing sound.

Custom Firmware: Utilize QMK or VIA to remap keys, create macros, and customize lighting
effects to fit your workflow.

Switch Lubing and Modding: Lubricating switches and springs can smooth out keystrokes
and reduce noise, making typing feel much more satisfying.



Cable Choices: Use a high-quality, coiled, or custom-sleeved USB-C cable to complement
your build’s aesthetics and durability.

Why Choose a Zoom TKL Keyboard Build?

The appeal of building your own Zoom TKL keyboard lies in the ability to tailor every aspect to your
preferences. From switch types to keycap materials and case finishes, the customization options are
nearly limitless. Moreover, the TKL layout strikes a perfect middle ground for users who want a
compact design without sacrificing essential keys.

Additionally, the tactile satisfaction and audible feedback from a well-built mechanical keyboard can
enhance productivity and make typing more enjoyable. Whether you’re coding, gaming, or writing, a
custom Zoom TKL build can be a game-changer.

Embarking on this DIY journey not only results in a personalized tool but also connects you to a
passionate community of keyboard enthusiasts who share tips, designs, and inspiration. As you
refine your build, you’ll discover new techniques and components that could lead to even more
satisfying keyboard projects down the line.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the best Zoom TKL build for 2024?
The best Zoom TKL build for 2024 focuses on a balance between speed and survivability, often
incorporating skills like Toxic Rain, Wither, and Blight, supported by a Chaos Damage scaling setup
with a bow or wand. This build leverages the synergy between damage over time and movement
speed bonuses.

Which ascendancy is recommended for a Zoom TKL build?
The Deadeye ascendancy is highly recommended for a Zoom TKL build due to its bonuses to
projectile speed, accuracy, and additional projectiles, which enhance the build's clear speed and
damage output.

What are the core skill gems for a Zoom TKL build?
Core skill gems for a Zoom TKL build typically include Toxic Rain, Wither, Blight, Swift Affliction,
and Vicious Projectiles. These support gems maximize damage over time and projectile speed,
essential for the build's playstyle.

How should I allocate my passive skill tree for a Zoom TKL



build?
Focus on nodes that increase chaos damage, damage over time, projectile damage, and attack
speed. Additionally, allocate points for life and evasion to improve survivability. Prioritize nodes that
boost your chosen skill gems and critical strike chance if applicable.

What gear should I aim for in a Zoom TKL build?
Aim for a bow or wand with high chaos damage, increased damage over time, and attack speed.
Prioritize gear with life, resistances, and movement speed bonuses. Items that boost poison effect
and chaos damage are especially beneficial.

How do I maximize movement speed in a Zoom TKL build?
Maximize movement speed by using boots with increased movement speed, the skill 'Whirling
Blades' or 'Blink Arrow' for mobility, and passive skill tree nodes that enhance movement speed.
Additionally, flasks with movement speed can greatly improve your zooming capability.

Is the Zoom TKL build viable for endgame content like Uber
Elder?
Yes, the Zoom TKL build can be viable for endgame bosses like Uber Elder when properly geared
and optimized. It requires good defensive layers and high damage scaling to handle the mechanics
and sustain damage output during long fights.

Additional Resources
Zoom TKL Build Guide: Crafting the Ultimate Tenkeyless Keyboard Experience

zoom tkl build guide serves as an essential resource for enthusiasts and professionals seeking to
assemble a custom tenkeyless (TKL) mechanical keyboard tailored to their specific needs. The TKL
layout, characterized by the absence of a numeric keypad, offers a compelling balance between
compactness and functionality, making it a popular choice among gamers, programmers, and typists
alike. This guide delves into the intricacies of building a Zoom TKL keyboard, exploring key
components, compatibility considerations, and performance factors that influence the final product.

Understanding the Zoom TKL Keyboard Framework

Before embarking on a custom build, it is crucial to grasp the foundational aspects of the Zoom TKL
keyboard. Unlike full-sized keyboards, TKL variants omit the number pad, reducing the key count
typically to 87 keys while maintaining the familiar layout for alphanumeric and function keys. This
reduction not only conserves desk space but also promotes ergonomic hand positioning. The term
“Zoom” in this context often refers to specific design features or branding associated with the
keyboard’s build or software compatibility, but it may also imply a focus on streamlined functionality
and portability.



Key Benefits of the Zoom TKL Layout

The Zoom TKL build guide highlights several advantages inherent to the tenkeyless format:

Space Efficiency: By eliminating the numeric keypad, the Zoom TKL keyboard occupies less
desk real estate, facilitating better mouse movement and reducing clutter.

Ergonomics: The closer placement of the mouse to the keyboard reduces shoulder strain and
promotes a more natural posture.

Portability: The compactness makes Zoom TKL builds ideal for users who transport their
keyboards frequently, such as LAN party attendees or remote workers.

Customization Potential: The TKL format lends itself well to custom builds, allowing for
versatile modifications in switches, keycaps, and internal components.

Critical Components in a Zoom TKL Build

A comprehensive Zoom TKL build guide must dissect the essential parts that constitute the
keyboard. The quality and compatibility of these components significantly impact the typing
experience, durability, and aesthetic appeal.

PCB (Printed Circuit Board)

The PCB forms the electrical backbone of the keyboard, connecting switches to the controller. For
Zoom TKL builds, selecting a PCB that supports the 87-key layout is paramount. Modern PCBs often
feature hot-swappable sockets, enabling users to change switches without soldering, a valuable
feature for those experimenting with tactile or linear switch types. Additionally, compatibility with
popular firmware platforms such as QMK or VIA ensures customization of key mappings and macros,
enhancing productivity and gaming performance.

Switch Selection

Switches are the heart of any mechanical keyboard, dictating the tactile feel, sound profile, and
actuation force. The Zoom TKL build guide reviews several switch categories:

Linear: Smooth keystrokes without tactile feedback, preferred by gamers for rapid key
presses.

Tactile: Slight bump on actuation, balancing typing feedback and gaming responsiveness.



Clicky: Audible clicks combined with tactile feedback, favored by typists who enjoy auditory
confirmation.

Popular switch brands like Cherry MX, Gateron, and Kailh offer variations within these categories.
The choice depends on user preference and intended use case.

Case and Plate

The keyboard case not only houses internal components but also influences acoustics and
ergonomics. Zoom TKL builds often feature cases made from aluminum, plastic, or acrylic.
Aluminum cases provide sturdiness and premium feel but add weight, whereas plastic cases reduce
cost and weight but may compromise durability.

The plate, typically crafted from metal or polycarbonate, holds switches in place above the PCB. Its
material affects typing sound and key stability. For instance, brass plates impart a distinct metallic
resonance, while polycarbonate offers a softer typing experience.

Keycaps

Keycaps greatly affect the aesthetics and tactile feedback of the keyboard. Materials like PBT
(Polybutylene Terephthalate) are preferred in Zoom TKL builds for their durability, resistance to
shine, and textured surface. Profiles such as Cherry, OEM, or SA determine the shape and height of
keycaps, influencing finger comfort during extended typing sessions.

Building Process: Step-by-Step Overview

Following a structured approach ensures a successful Zoom TKL build that meets performance
expectations.

Planning and Component Selection: Assess user requirements, budget, and desired1.
features to select compatible parts.

PCB Preparation: Inspect the PCB for defects and, if necessary, flash custom firmware to2.
enable advanced key mapping.

Switch Installation: Depending on PCB type, either solder switches or insert them into hot-3.
swap sockets.

Mounting Plate and Case Assembly: Secure the plate to the PCB, then fit the assembly into4.
the case, ensuring all screws are tightened evenly.

Keycap Placement: Install keycaps according to layout specifications, confirming correct5.



orientation.

Testing and Troubleshooting: Connect the keyboard to a computer and use testing software6.
to verify all keys register correctly.

Firmware Customization

The Zoom TKL build guide underscores the importance of firmware customization to unlock the
keyboard’s full potential. Tools like QMK and VIA allow users to remap keys, create layers, and
program macros. This flexibility is particularly beneficial for professionals who rely on shortcuts or
gamers seeking optimized keybinds.

Comparative Insights: Zoom TKL vs. Other TKL Builds

When positioned against other tenkeyless keyboards, Zoom TKL builds stand out for their
adaptability and attention to build quality. While many off-the-shelf TKL models cater to generic use,
Zoom builds often incorporate premium materials and support extensive modding.

For example, standard TKL keyboards may limit switch options or lack programmable firmware,
whereas Zoom TKL builds typically embrace hot-swappable PCBs and open-source firmware,
encouraging user-driven customization. However, these enhancements come at a higher price point
and require a greater degree of technical knowledge, which the Zoom TKL build guide addresses
through detailed instructions.

Pros and Cons Overview

Pros: Customizability, compact form factor, high-quality components, firmware flexibility.

Cons: Higher cost compared to pre-built models, longer assembly time, potential learning
curve for firmware programming.

Optimizing Your Zoom TKL Build

To maximize the effectiveness of a Zoom TKL keyboard, users should consider additional
enhancements:

Lubrication: Applying lubricant to switches reduces friction and noise, enhancing



smoothness.

Sound Dampening: Incorporating foam or silicone mats inside the case can minimize echo
and rattle.

Custom Keycaps: Selecting artisan or themed keycap sets personalizes the aesthetic appeal.

Ergonomic Accessories: Wrist rests or adjustable feet improve comfort during prolonged
use.

These refinements underscore the appeal of the Zoom TKL build guide, which empowers users to
tailor their keyboards beyond basic functionality.

The journey through a Zoom TKL build is as much about understanding mechanical keyboard culture
as it is about assembling hardware. By embracing the nuances of component selection, assembly
precision, and firmware customization, users can construct a keyboard that transcends standard
models, delivering a personalized and efficient typing experience.
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