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gates of fire an epic novel of the battle of thermopylae takes readers on a gripping
journey through one of history’s most legendary military stand-offs. Authored by Steven
Pressfield, this historical novel vividly brings to life the valor, sacrifice, and brotherhood of
the Spartan warriors who faced the overwhelming Persian forces at the narrow pass of
Thermopylae in 480 BC. But beyond the clash of swords and shields, the novel delves deep
into Spartan culture, warfare, and the human spirit, making it a timeless piece that
resonates with history buffs and fiction lovers alike.

The Historical Context Behind Gates of Fire

The Battle of Thermopylae is one of the most celebrated last stands in history. It was
fought during the Greco-Persian Wars, where a small Greek alliance held off a massive
Persian army led by King Xerxes. While the Spartans are often the focus of this tale, the
battle was a coalition effort involving several Greek city-states. “Gates of Fire an epic
novel of the battle of thermopylae” captures not just the battle itself but the political and
cultural tensions that shaped this monumental conflict.

The Importance of Thermopylae in Ancient Warfare

Thermopylae, meaning “Hot Gates,” was a narrow mountain pass that served as a
strategic choke point. This geographical feature allowed a significantly smaller force to
hold off a much larger invading army. Pressfield’s novel uses the setting to underscore the
tactical brilliance of the Spartans, showing how terrain and discipline can be as powerful
as numbers in war.

Steven Pressfield’s Unique Storytelling Approach

What sets “Gates of Fire an epic novel of the battle of thermopylae” apart from other
historical war novels is Pressfield’s commitment to authenticity and deep character
development. Instead of merely narrating the events, he immerses readers in the lives of
the warriors, exploring their fears, hopes, and camaraderie.

Character Perspectives and Immersive Narrative

The story is told primarily through the eyes of Xeones, a Greek helot (slave) and squire to



a Spartan warrior. This perspective offers an intimate glimpse into Spartan society, which
was famously austere and militaristic. Through Xeones’ eyes, readers experience the
brutal training, the code of honor, and the unbreakable bonds between soldiers, making
the historical events more relatable and emotionally impactful.

Blending Fact with Fiction

Pressfield masterfully blends historical facts with fictional elements, ensuring the
narrative remains engaging without compromising accuracy. This balance is crucial in
historical fiction, as it educates readers while keeping them hooked. The detailed
descriptions of weaponry, battle formations, and Spartan rituals enrich the reading
experience, making “Gates of Fire an epic novel of the battle of thermopylae” a valuable
resource for those interested in ancient military history.

Exploring Spartan Culture Through the Novel

One of the most compelling aspects of the novel is its exploration of Spartan
culture—often shrouded in myth and legend. The Spartans were not just fierce warriors;
their society was built around discipline, loyalty, and sacrifice.

The Agoge: Spartan Military Training

The novel offers a vivid portrayal of the agoge, the rigorous training system that shaped
Spartan boys into elite soldiers. This brutal regime emphasized endurance, combat skills,
and mental toughness. Pressfield’s depiction goes beyond physical training, highlighting
how the agoge instilled a sense of duty and collective identity, which was essential in the
face of overwhelming odds at Thermopylae.

Brotherhood and Honor on the Battlefield

“Gates of Fire an epic novel of the battle of thermopylae” also shines a light on the
profound bonds formed between Spartan warriors. These bonds were not just practical for
battlefield cohesion but were deeply emotional and spiritual. The novel’s portrayal of
honor, loyalty, and sacrifice adds a human dimension to the historical narrative, making it
more than just a war story.

The Novel’s Impact and Legacy

Since its publication, “Gates of Fire an epic novel of the battle of thermopylae” has
become a cornerstone of historical fiction related to ancient Greece. Its influence extends
beyond literature into popular culture, military studies, and even motivational contexts.



Why Gates of Fire Resonates Today

Readers and critics alike praise the novel for its unflinching portrayal of courage and
resilience. The themes of sacrifice and brotherhood resonate universally, making it a
favorite among military professionals and history enthusiasts. The book’s detailed
recounting of Spartan tactics and ethos also provides valuable lessons in leadership and
perseverance.

Recommendations for Readers Interested in Ancient
History

If you’re fascinated by the Battle of Thermopylae or ancient warfare in general, “Gates of
Fire an epic novel of the battle of thermopylae” is a must-read. It pairs well with historical
texts and documentaries, offering a narrative that complements factual accounts with
emotional depth. For those looking to deepen their understanding, consider exploring:

Ancient Greek military tactics and weaponry

The broader context of the Greco-Persian Wars

Spartan society and its unique social structure

These topics enrich the reading experience and provide a fuller picture of the world
Pressfield brings to life.

Tips for Getting the Most Out of Gates of Fire

To truly appreciate the complexity and richness of “Gates of Fire an epic novel of the
battle of thermopylae,” here are some practical tips:

Read with a historical map: Understanding the geography of Thermopylae1.
enhances the strategic insights of the novel.

Take note of cultural references: The novel is dense with references to Spartan2.
customs and Greek mythology; a quick lookup can deepen appreciation.

Discuss with fellow history fans: Joining a book club or online forum focused on3.
historical fiction can open up new perspectives.

By engaging actively with the material, readers can transform the novel from a simple



story into a vivid learning experience.

The enduring appeal of “Gates of Fire an epic novel of the battle of thermopylae” lies in its
ability to humanize one of history’s most famous battles while providing a window into a
world where courage and sacrifice defined the course of civilization. Whether you are a
lover of history, military strategy, or simply a good story, this novel offers a powerful and
unforgettable journey through the fire at the gates of ancient Greece.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Gates of Fire' by Steven
Pressfield?
The main theme of 'Gates of Fire' is the valor, sacrifice, and brotherhood of the Spartan
warriors during the Battle of Thermopylae, emphasizing honor, duty, and the warrior
code.

How historically accurate is 'Gates of Fire' in depicting
the Battle of Thermopylae?
'Gates of Fire' is praised for its detailed and realistic portrayal of Spartan society and the
Battle of Thermopylae, blending historical facts with fictionalized personal stories to
create an immersive narrative.

Who is the narrator of 'Gates of Fire' and what is his
significance?
The narrator is Xeones, a Greek squire who survives the battle and recounts the story,
providing a personal perspective on the events and the lives of the Spartan warriors.

What makes 'Gates of Fire' a popular novel among
readers interested in military history?
Its vivid and immersive storytelling, combined with thorough research and compelling
character development, makes 'Gates of Fire' resonate with readers who appreciate both
historical accuracy and epic battle narratives.

How does 'Gates of Fire' portray Spartan culture and
values?
The novel portrays Spartan culture as disciplined, austere, and deeply committed to
military excellence, highlighting values such as loyalty, courage, sacrifice, and the
importance of community over the individual.



Additional Resources
Gates of Fire: An Epic Novel of the Battle of Thermopylae

Gates of fire an epic novel of the battle of thermopylae is a compelling historical
narrative that has captivated readers and history enthusiasts alike. Authored by Steven
Pressfield, this novel delves into one of the most iconic and heroic stand-offs in ancient
history — the Battle of Thermopylae. Through meticulous research and vivid storytelling,
Pressfield reconstructs the events surrounding the Spartan-led defense against the vastly
larger Persian army in 480 BC. This work is not only a tribute to valor and sacrifice but
also an exploration of the human spirit under the direst circumstances.

In-depth Analysis of Gates of Fire

Set against the backdrop of the Greco-Persian Wars, Gates of Fire offers a detailed and
immersive experience of the battle that has become emblematic of courage against
overwhelming odds. The novel’s narrative is presented through the eyes of Xeones, a
Greek helot and survivor who recounts the events to a Persian scribe. This framing device
allows the reader to witness the battle from both an insider’s perspective and an external
historical lens, adding depth and complexity to the storytelling.

Steven Pressfield’s portrayal of Spartan society is one of the novel’s most praised features.
He goes beyond the mere recounting of military maneuvers and engages with the cultural,
philosophical, and martial ethos that defined Sparta. The rigorous training, the unyielding
discipline, and the communal values of the Spartans are rendered authentically, making
the characters’ motivations and actions believable and poignant.

The novel also stands out for its rich character development, particularly among the
Spartan warriors. These are not simply heroic archetypes but are fleshed-out individuals,
each with personal histories, fears, and aspirations. This humanization of the Spartans
helps readers connect emotionally with the story, transcending the mere spectacle of war
to explore themes of loyalty, honor, and sacrifice.

Historical Accuracy and Literary License

One of the challenges in writing about historical battles is balancing factual accuracy with
narrative engagement. Gates of Fire navigates this tension with considerable skill.
Pressfield’s background as a historian and his extensive research are evident in the
accurate depiction of military tactics, weaponry, and the geopolitical context of the battle.
The phalanx formation, the strategic importance of the narrow pass at Thermopylae, and
the political dynamics within the Greek city-states are all convincingly portrayed.

However, as with many historical novels, certain elements are dramatized or interpreted
to enhance the story’s emotional impact. Some historians have debated the extent of
individual Spartan heroism as depicted, arguing that the novel occasionally romanticizes
aspects of the battle. Nonetheless, these embellishments do not detract significantly from
the overall historical framework and serve primarily to engage readers more deeply.



Comparisons with Other Works on Thermopylae

When compared to other literary and cinematic renditions of the Battle of Thermopylae,
Gates of Fire is often lauded for its authenticity and narrative depth. While films like "300"
offer a stylized and graphic interpretation geared towards entertainment, Pressfield’s
novel emphasizes realism and historical context. The contrast highlights how Gates of Fire
appeals to readers seeking a nuanced understanding of the battle rather than just
spectacle.

Additionally, works such as Herodotus’ "Histories" provide invaluable primary historical
sources but lack the narrative drive and character immersion found in Pressfield’s novel.
Gates of Fire bridges this gap by combining historical scholarship with compelling
storytelling, making it accessible to both academic audiences and general readers.

Key Themes and Literary Merits

Gates of Fire explores several profound themes beyond its historical setting. The concept
of duty to one’s polis and comrades is central, illustrating how Spartan culture prioritized
collective well-being and martial excellence over individual desires. The tension between
fate and free will is also evident, as the characters grapple with their roles in a seemingly
predetermined tragedy.

The novel’s prose is another noteworthy aspect. Pressfield’s writing is both concise and
evocative, employing vivid imagery to bring the brutal realities of ancient warfare to life.
The pacing balances intense battle sequences with reflective moments of character
introspection, ensuring that readers remain engaged throughout the narrative.

Pros and Cons of Gates of Fire as a Historical Novel

Pros:

Highly researched and historically grounded narrative

Rich character development that humanizes historical figures

Insightful portrayal of Spartan culture and military tactics

Engaging prose that sustains reader interest

Cons:

Occasional dramatization that may deviate from strict historical accuracy



Complex military terminology might challenge casual readers

Some readers may find the narrative pacing slow during non-combat sections

The Enduring Legacy of Gates of Fire

More than two decades since its publication, Gates of Fire remains a seminal work in the
genre of historical fiction centered on ancient warfare. Its influence extends beyond
literature, informing popular understanding of the Battle of Thermopylae and Spartan
society. The novel continues to be recommended reading in academic courses on military
history and classical studies, a testament to its educational value.

Moreover, Gates of Fire has inspired renewed interest in the heroic narratives of antiquity,
prompting readers to reflect on the timeless themes of courage, sacrifice, and the human
condition in the face of adversity. Whether approached as a historical document, a literary
work, or a cultural artifact, the novel stands as a powerful testament to the enduring
fascination with the Battle of Thermopylae.

In conclusion, Gates of Fire an epic novel of the Battle of Thermopylae offers a richly
textured and insightful portrayal of a defining moment in history. Through its blend of
rigorous research and compelling storytelling, it invites readers to experience the valor
and tragedy of the Spartans’ last stand in a manner that is both educational and
emotionally resonant.
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  gates of fire an epic novel of the battle of thermopylae: Gates Of Fire Steven Pressfield,
2010-02-23 In the Sunday Times bestseller Gates of Fire, Steven Pressfield tells the breathtaking
story of the legendary Spartans: the men and women who helped shaped our history and have
themselves become as immortal as their gods. 'Breathtakingly brilliant . . . this is a work of rare
genius. Savour it!' DAVID GEMMELL 'A tale worthy of Homer, a timeless epic of man and war,
exquisitely researched and boldy written. Pressfield has created a new classic' STEPHEN COONTS
'A really impressive book - imaginatively framed, historically detailed and a really gripping narrative'
***** Reader review 'Beautifully written and a great joy to read' ***** Reader review
************************** Go tell the Spartans, stranger passing by, That here, obedient to their
laws, we lie. 480 BC: At a bleak pass in a far-flung corner of eastern Greece, three hundred Spartan
warriors faced the army of King Xerxes of Persia, a massive force rumoured to be over a million
strong. Their orders were simple: to delay the enemy for as long as possible in order to buy time for
the main Greek armies to mobilize. For six days the Spartans held the invaders at bay. In the final
hours - their shields broken, swords and spears shattered - they fought with their bare hands before
being overwhelmed . . . It was battle that would become synonymous with extraordinary courage,
heroism and self-sacrifice. It was a battle called Thermopylae.
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  gates of fire an epic novel of the battle of thermopylae: Crimina Kai Brodersen, 2009 Eine
erste Begegnung mit der Antike erfolgt fur viele Zeitgenossen nicht in einer Begegnung mit antiken
Texten oder Resten, sondern mit modernen Kriminalromanen. Wie arbeiten ihre Autorinnen und
Autoren? Was reizt Historiker an Antikenkrimis? Welche Gattungen und welche Traditionen gibt es?
Und wie werden diese Traditionen in Literatur, Comic und Fantasy aufgenommen? Der von dem
Erfurter Universitatsprasidenten Kai Brodersen herausgegebene Band vereinigt ein Dutzend
Originalbeitrage: Texte und Reflexionen der bekannten Krimi-Autoren Malachy Hyde (Karola
Hagemann und Ilka Stitz) und Hans Dieter Stover sowie Studien von Stefan Cramme, Dagmar
Dappert, Jorg Fundling, Annette Korthaus, Thomas Kramer, Nick Lowe, Maria Rutenfranz, Markus
Schroder und Wolfgang Will.
  gates of fire an epic novel of the battle of thermopylae: Exemplarisches Heldentum
Anuschka Albertz, 2009-01-01 Die Schlacht an den Thermopylen ist eine der wenigen antiken
Schlachten, die heute noch in einer breiteren Öffentlichkeit erinnert werden. Die Schlacht wird nicht
nur in der Geschichtsschreibung, sondern auch in Reden, im Drama, auf Bildern und
Kriegerdenkmälern, im Film, ja sogar im Landschaftsgarten rezipiert. Anuschka Albertz
rekonstruiert erstmals die Rezeptionsgeschichte dieser Schlacht in einer epochen- und
länderübergreifenden Perspektive von der Antike bis zur Gegenwart. Gezeigt wird, wann, wo und
warum die antike Schlacht ein gesteigertes Interesse erfahren hat und wie sich ihre Verwendung im
Rahmen der jeweiligen Kontexte und Denkhorizonte veränderte. Als Modell für den militärischen
Opfertod, für Heldentum und Ehre wurde die antike Schlacht im Zeitalter der Nationalkriege und
Wehrpflichtigenarmeen wieder aktuell.
  gates of fire an epic novel of the battle of thermopylae: The Oxford Handbook of Warfare in
the Classical World Brian Campbell, Lawrence A. Tritle, 2017-07 This Handbook gathers 38 leading
historians to describe, analyze, and interpret warfare and its effects in classical Greece and Rome.
  gates of fire an epic novel of the battle of thermopylae: The Persian War in Herodotus and
Other Ancient Voices William Shepherd, 2019-11-28 The victory of a few Greek city-states over the
world's first superpower was an extraordinary military feat that secured the future of western
civilization. All modern accounts of the war as a whole, and of Marathon, Thermopylae and Salamis,
the best-known battles, depend on the ancient sources, foremost amongst them Herodotus, but
generally quote very little from them. This is the first book to bring together Herodotus' entire
narrative and interweave it with other ancient voices to present the original texts that comprise
almost all that is known about this immense clash of arms.
  gates of fire an epic novel of the battle of thermopylae: Geschichte als
Legitimationsstrategie oder die Frage nach der Tradition des Durchhaltefilmes Joachim Schroth,
2016 Historienfilme erfreuen sich andauernder Beliebtheit. Sie reflektieren und prägen
Geschichtsbilder. Diese Kraft beinhaltet zugleich die Gefahr der Instrumentalisierung: Die
geschichtskulturelle Aufarbeitung belegt überzeugend, wie das Genre propagandistisch zur
politischen Legitimationsstrategie verkommen kann. Der teuerste NS-Film Kolberg (D 1945) sollte
kurz vor Kriegsende die deutsche Bevölkerung zum Durchhalten motivieren. Die Forschung
bezeichnet den Film daher gerne als idealtypischen Durchhaltefilm. Doch welche Merkmale machen
aus dem Historienfilm Kolberg einen Durchhaltefilm? Auch heutzutage werden Historienfilme mit
bedenklichen Botschaften produziert, sie werden jedoch zu wenig hinterfragt. Berechtigt stellen sich
daher die beiden folgenden Fragen: Welche modernen Durchhaltefilme gibt es? Was können sie uns
über eine Gesellschaft und deren Umgang mit Geschichte mitteilen? Die vorliegende Arbeit geht
diesen Fragen nach und berücksichtigt dabei die Rezeptionsweisen der unterschiedlichen Publika.
Damit liefert sie einen geschichtswissenschaftlichen und einen geschichtsdidaktischen Beitrag zur
Erforschung der Geschichtskultur.
  gates of fire an epic novel of the battle of thermopylae: The Battle of Salamis Barry S.
Strauss, 2004 A scholar who has reexamined the original sources for this stirring narrative presents
an exciting, perceptive work of military history and a shrewd analysis of the cultural differences
between and within the contending Persian and Greek factions.



  gates of fire an epic novel of the battle of thermopylae: Sparta and the Commemoration of
War Matthew A. Sears, 2023-12-21 The tough Spartan soldier is one of the most enduring images
from antiquity. Yet Spartans too fell in battle – so how did ancient Sparta memorialise its wars and
war dead? From the poet Tyrtaeus inspiring soldiers with rousing verse in the seventh century BCE
to inscriptions celebrating the 300's last stand at Thermopylae, and from Spartan imperialists posing
as liberators during the Peloponnesian War to the modern reception of the Spartan as a brave
warrior defending the “West”, Sparta has had an outsized role in how warfare is framed and
remembered. This image has also been distorted by the Spartans themselves and their later
interpreters. While debates continue to rage about the appropriateness of monuments to supposed
war heroes in our civic squares, this authoritative and engaging book suggests that how the
Spartans commemorated their military past, and how this shaped their military future, has perhaps
never been more pertinent.
  gates of fire an epic novel of the battle of thermopylae: The Trojan War Barry Strauss,
2007-08-21 Based on the latest archeological research and written by a leading expert on ancient
military history, the true story of the most famous battle in history is every bit as compelling as
Homer's epic account, and confirms many of its details.
  gates of fire an epic novel of the battle of thermopylae: Democracy and Salamis Emmanouil
M.L. Economou, Nicholas C. Kyriazis, Athanasios Platias, 2022-08-04 In this book, well-renowned
international scholars discuss topics related to various aspects of the history of the Battle of Salamis,
inspired by the democratic origins of the Greek naval victory at Salamis. They present deductions
from the battle that can be useful for today, and seek answers for a more prosperous and brighter
future for our societies. Their analyses are divided into five parts in the book: 1) The democratic
implications of the Battle of Salamis; 2) The strategies that lead to monumental naval victories; 3)
The institutional implications of the Battle of Salamis; 4) Various societal aspects of the Athenian
democracy; 5) The interconnections between two glorious battles: Thermopylae and Salamis. This
book is the first out of two edited volumes as a sequel of an international academic conference titled
Salamis and Democracy: 2500 Years After that took place between October 3rd and October 5th,
2020, on the occasion of the 2500th anniversary of the great historical event of the Battle of Salamis,
which saved Greek culture and the newly founded democratic regimes throughout the Hellenic
world during the Classical period (508-323 BCE). The book is a must-read for scholars and students
of history, political science, economics, and law, as well as policy-makers interested in a better
understanding of classical, ancient, and political history, democracy, strategy, governance, and
social choice.
  gates of fire an epic novel of the battle of thermopylae: The Intuitive Warrior Michael
Jaco, 2022-04-20 Using real-life examples, Michael Jaco explains how he tapped into his intuitive
capabilities to predict attacks and protect his fellow soldiers. The Intuitive Warrior will teach you
how employing the methods perfected by a genuine military hero can act as a catalyst toward
developing a richer, more fulfilled life.
  gates of fire an epic novel of the battle of thermopylae: The 7 Minute Solution Allyson
Lewis, 2011-12-27 Lewis shows how tiny daily choices--and fast and easy shifts--create lasting life
improvement. With a scientific basis in how actions change the brain, she provides ideas, strategies,
and tools that can easily be implemented. What emerges is an accessible, clever, and highly
actionable guide to tackling sometimes overwhelming challenges in manageable chunks, 272 pp.
  gates of fire an epic novel of the battle of thermopylae: Spartan Society Thomas J.
Figueira, 2004-12-31 This is the fifth volume from the International Sparta Seminar, in the series
founded by Anton Powell and Stephen Hodkinson. Thomas J. Figueira is here the editor of sixteen
papers; fifteen are new, the other is newly translated from the French. Among the authors are most
of the world's leading authorities on the history of Sparta. There are particular concentrations of
papers on Spartan women; the economy of Sparta; helots and Messenians; Xenophon and Sparta;
and the modern reception of Sparta.
  gates of fire an epic novel of the battle of thermopylae: Persophilia Hamid Dabashi,



2015-10-12 From antiquity to the Enlightenment, Persian culture has been integral to European
history. Interest in all things Persian shaped not just Western views but the self-image of Iranians to
the present day. Hamid Dabashi maps the changing geography of these connections, showing that
traffic in ideas about Persia did not travel on a one-way street.
  gates of fire an epic novel of the battle of thermopylae: Grace Leadership Russell L.
Huizing, 2022-08-21 Drawing upon both Jewish and Christian scriptures, this book lays a
groundwork for understanding how grace is a critical element of leadership and followership
studies. This volume, divided into three sections, begins by defining the concept of grace leadership,
using biblical examples. Part two discusses how grace leadership develops while the last part of the
book offers contemporary examples of leaders displaying grace to their employees. With cases from
the military as well as organizational perspectives, this edited collection adds a new wrinkle to the
leadership literature and will appeal to scholars in HRM and organizational studies.
  gates of fire an epic novel of the battle of thermopylae: Contexts of Violence in Comics
Ian Hague, Ian Horton, Nina Mickwitz, 2019-08-01 This book is part of a nuanced two-volume
examination of the ways in which violence in comics is presented in different texts, genres, cultures
and contexts. Contexts of Violence in Comics asks the reader to consider the ways in which violence
and its representations may be enabled or restricted by the contexts in which they take place. It
analyzes how structures and organising principles, be they cultural, historical, legal, political or
spatial, might encourage, demand or prevent violence. It deals with the issue of scale: violence in the
context of war versus violence in the context of an individual murder, and provides insights into the
context of war and peace, ethnic and identity-based violence, as well as examining issues of justice
and memory. This will be a key text and essential reference for scholars and students at all levels in
Comics Studies, and Cultural and Media Studies more generally.
  gates of fire an epic novel of the battle of thermopylae: The Oxford Handbook of
Hellenic Studies George Boys-Stones, Barbara Graziosi, Phiroze Vasunia, 2009-08-20 A collection
of some seventy original articles which explore the ways in which ancient Greece has been, is, and
might be studied. The emphasis is on the breadth and potential of Hellenic Studies as a flourishing
and exciting intellectual arena, and also upon its relevance to the way we think about ourselves
today.
  gates of fire an epic novel of the battle of thermopylae: Arms of Little Value G. L.
Lamborn, 2012-07-02 In a dangerous era, a former soldier and CIA officer proposes smarter ways to
keep the US safe from the effects of insurgencies around the world. What we’ve been seeing in
Tunisia, Egypt, Libya, Bahrain, Yemen, and elsewhere in recent years is merely the beginning. We
are entering an extremely dangerous period in our history. The author, with over a quarter century
of intelligence experience, has been a student, an observer—and sometimes a participant—in various
insurgencies since his “initiation” in Vietnam in 1969. This book offers an understanding of the true
nature of insurgency and a glimpse at the reasons why we have not always dealt with it effectively.
Drawing from his service in various Third World nations, as well as several successor republics of
the former Soviet Union, G.L. Lamborn provides a crucial understanding of what ignites and sustains
these movements—and what can prevent them from spreading and spiraling out of control. “Through
case studies and analysis, Lamborn, a former Army and Central Intelligence Agency officer, seeks to
explicate the importance of political action to insurgencies and explain how military power is
successful only to the extent it delegitimizes an insurgency . . . If readers accept the premise of
honest, critical evaluation of military power’s limits, there is much to be gained from Arms of Little
Value.” —Military Review
  gates of fire an epic novel of the battle of thermopylae: Democracy in Iraq Benjamin
Isakhan, 2016-05-13 This book proposes a significant reassessment of the history of Iraq,
documenting democratic experiences from ancient Mesopotamia through to the US occupation. Such
an analysis takes to task claims that the 'West' has a uniquely democratic history and a responsibility
to spread democracy across the world. It also reveals that Iraq has a democratic history all of its
own, from ancient Middle Eastern assemblies and classical Islamic theology and philosophy, through



to the myriad political parties, newspapers and protest movements of more recent times. This book
argues that the democratic history of Iraq could serve as a powerful political and discursive tool
where the Iraqi people may come to feel a sense of ownership over democracy and take pride in
endorsing it. This could go a long way towards mitigating the current conflicts across the nation and
in stabilizing and legitimating its troubled democracy. Taking an interdisciplinary approach and
referring to some of the most influential critical theorists to question ideological assumptions about
democracy and its history, this book is useful to those interested in political and legal history, human
rights and democracy.
  gates of fire an epic novel of the battle of thermopylae: The Engineer , 2016
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