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What Is the International Thespian Society? A Deep Dive into the World of
Student Theatre Excellence

what is the international thespian society might be a question on the minds
of many students passionate about drama, educators fostering theatrical
talent, or even parents curious about extracurricular opportunities for their
children. Simply put, the International Thespian Society (ITS) is a
prestigious honor society that recognizes and promotes excellence in high
school theatre. But it’s much more than just an accolade—it’s a vibrant
community, a platform for growth, and a beacon for young performers,
directors, and theatre enthusiasts across the globe.

If you’re wondering how ITS operates, what benefits it offers, or why it
holds such significance in the performing arts world, this article will guide
you through everything you need to know about the International Thespian
Society.

The Origins and Purpose of the International
Thespian Society

To truly understand what the International Thespian Society is, it helps to
look at its roots. Founded in 1929 by the Educational Theatre Association
(EdTA), ITS was created to honor outstanding achievement in theatre among
high school students. The idea was to cultivate a sense of pride and
accomplishment for young thespians and to encourage continued involvement in
the dramatic arts.

Over the decades, ITS has evolved into the largest and most respected
organization of its kind, with thousands of chapters worldwide. Its mission
centers on promoting theatre education, recognizing individual excellence,
and providing resources and opportunities for students passionate about the
performing arts.

The Core Values Behind the Society

The International Thespian Society isn’t just about awards and ceremonies. It
stands on key values such as:

- **Excellence**: Celebrating high achievement in various aspects of theatre,
from acting and directing to technical production.
- **Community**: Building a supportive network of students, educators, and



theatre professionals.
- **Education**: Encouraging continuous learning and skill development in all
areas of theatre.
- **Leadership**: Empowering students to take initiative within their schools
and beyond.

These guiding principles help shape the experience for members and contribute
to the society’s reputation as a nurturing ground for future theatre leaders.

How the International Thespian Society Works

Understanding what the International Thespian Society entails means exploring
how students become involved and what the membership experience looks like.

Membership and Induction

Students typically become eligible for ITS membership by accumulating a
certain number of “points” that reflect their participation and achievements
in theatre productions and related activities. Points can be earned through:

- Acting roles
- Technical work (lighting, sound, set design)
- Directing or stage managing
- Playwriting
- Theatre leadership roles (e.g., club officer positions)

Each school with an ITS chapter sets specific thresholds and criteria based
on the guidelines provided by EdTA. Once students meet the requirements, they
are formally inducted into the society, often in a special ceremony that
celebrates their accomplishments.

Chapters and National Presence

One of the strengths of the International Thespian Society lies in its
widespread presence. Chapters exist in thousands of high schools across the
United States and internationally. Each chapter is led by a theatre educator
who facilitates activities, induction ceremonies, and encourages student
involvement.

This network allows members not only to gain recognition at their schools but
also to connect with a national—and sometimes international—community of
theatre enthusiasts. The society provides resources and event information
through the Educational Theatre Association, enhancing the members’
educational journey.



Benefits of Joining the International Thespian
Society

So, why should a student consider joining the International Thespian Society?
Beyond the honor of being recognized, membership brings a host of valuable
opportunities and advantages.

Recognition and Credentials

Being a member of ITS is a testament to a student’s dedication and talent in
theatre arts. This recognition can be a powerful addition to college
applications, scholarships, and resumes, signaling a commitment to the arts
and leadership qualities.

Access to Competitions and Festivals

Members can participate in regional and national theatre festivals sponsored
by EdTA. These events offer workshops, performances, and contests where
students can showcase their skills, receive feedback from professionals, and
learn from peers. The International Thespian Festival, held annually, is a
highlight where thousands of young thespians gather to celebrate theatre.

Scholarships and Educational Resources

The International Thespian Society provides access to various scholarships
aimed at supporting students pursuing theatre studies in college.
Additionally, the Educational Theatre Association offers members exclusive
learning materials, online courses, and career guidance tools.

Networking and Leadership Opportunities

Through ITS, students connect with others who share their passion, building
friendships and professional networks early on. Many chapters also encourage
members to take on leadership roles such as chapter officers, which helps
develop skills beyond the stage—like organization, teamwork, and public
speaking.

The Impact of ITS on Student Theatre Programs

The presence of an International Thespian Society chapter in a school can



significantly enhance the theatre program’s visibility and quality. It
motivates students to aim higher and fosters a culture of excellence.

Encouraging Diverse Involvement

One of the beautiful aspects of the society is its inclusivity. ITS
recognizes contributions from all areas of theatre, not just acting. This
means students interested in lighting design, costume creation, sound
engineering, or stage management also have a path to recognition. This
holistic approach helps develop well-rounded theatre programs.

Fostering a Lifelong Appreciation for the Arts

For many students, joining the International Thespian Society is a pivotal
moment that deepens their love for theatre. The encouragement and
opportunities provided often inspire lifelong involvement, whether
professionally or as avid supporters of the arts.

Tips for Students Interested in Becoming
International Thespians

If you’re a student eager to join the International Thespian Society, here
are some helpful pointers to get you started:

- **Get involved early**: Participate in as many theatre activities as you
can, from acting classes to backstage work.
- **Track your points**: Keep a detailed record of your contributions to your
school’s theatre productions to ensure eligibility.
- **Speak with your theatre teacher**: They usually manage the ITS chapter
and can guide you through the induction process.
- **Attend festivals and workshops**: These events offer invaluable
experience and networking.
- **Take leadership roles**: Volunteer for positions like stage manager or
club officer to demonstrate your commitment.

Supporting Educators and Parents

Teachers and parents play a crucial role in encouraging students’
participation in ITS. Educators should promote inclusivity and recognize
diverse talents within theatre programs, while parents can support by
attending performances, encouraging practice, and helping students balance
commitments.



The Future of the International Thespian
Society

As theatre continues to evolve with new technologies and storytelling
methods, the International Thespian Society adapts by embracing innovation
and expanding its reach. Virtual workshops, online festivals, and digital
resources are becoming increasingly common, ensuring that ITS remains
relevant and accessible to students everywhere.

The society’s commitment to fostering creativity, leadership, and passion in
young artists keeps it at the forefront of theatre education. For those who
dream of the stage or behind-the-scenes magic, ITS offers a gateway to
growth, recognition, and community.

In exploring what the International Thespian Society is, it becomes clear
that this organization is much more than an honor roll—it is a vibrant,
nurturing ecosystem for student theatre artists to thrive, connect, and
shine. Whether you’re a student, educator, or simply someone curious about
theatre, ITS represents the heart of high school drama excellence worldwide.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the International Thespian Society?
The International Thespian Society (ITS) is an honorary organization
recognizing excellence in high school theatre. It promotes theatre arts
education and celebrates student achievements in drama and theatre.

Who can join the International Thespian Society?
High school students who demonstrate outstanding commitment and achievement
in theatre arts can be invited to join the International Thespian Society by
their school's theatre program.

What are the benefits of joining the International
Thespian Society?
Members gain access to scholarships, leadership opportunities, networking
with peers and professionals, participation in theatre festivals, and
recognition for their theatrical accomplishments.

When was the International Thespian Society founded?
The International Thespian Society was founded in 1929 to honor student
achievement in high school theatre and to promote theatre education.



Is the International Thespian Society only for
students in the United States?
No, while ITS is primarily based in the United States, it has international
chapters and welcomes students from around the world who participate in
theatre programs.

How does a student qualify for induction into the
International Thespian Society?
Qualification is based on earning a certain number of points through
participation and achievement in theatre productions, classes, and leadership
roles, as defined by individual school troupes and ITS guidelines.

What activities does the International Thespian
Society organize?
ITS organizes theatre festivals, workshops, leadership conferences, and
provides resources for students and educators to enhance theatre education
and performance skills.

Can middle school students join the International
Thespian Society?
Yes, the International Thespian Society has a junior division known as Junior
Thespians for middle school students who demonstrate dedication to theatre
arts.

How does the International Thespian Society support
theatre education?
ITS supports theatre education by providing recognition, scholarships,
professional development for educators, educational resources, and
opportunities for student engagement and leadership.

Where can I find more information about the
International Thespian Society?
More information can be found on the official International Thespian Society
website at www.schooltheatre.org, which offers details on membership, events,
scholarships, and resources.

Additional Resources
**Understanding the International Thespian Society: An In-Depth Exploration**



what is the international thespian society is a question that often arises
among students, educators, and theater enthusiasts who are keen to understand
the organization’s role within the landscape of high school and collegiate
theater arts. Founded with the mission to honor student achievement in
theatre, the International Thespian Society (ITS) has become a cornerstone in
promoting excellence, community, and educational growth in the dramatic arts.
This article delves into the origins, structure, and impact of the ITS,
highlighting its significance in fostering theatrical talent and shaping the
future of performance arts education.

The Origins and Purpose of the International
Thespian Society

The International Thespian Society was established in 1929 by the Educational
Theatre Association (EdTA) as a means to recognize outstanding high school
and middle school theatre students for their dedication and achievements in
the performing arts. Serving as both an honor society and an educational
network, ITS aims to cultivate a lifelong commitment to theatre arts while
providing opportunities for students to develop their skills and leadership
qualities.

ITS operates as a nationwide program with chapters located across thousands
of schools globally, making it one of the most prominent organizations
dedicated to youth theater education. Unlike many honor societies that focus
exclusively on academic achievement, ITS merges artistic merit with
scholastic discipline, emphasizing the value of creativity and collaboration.

What Membership in the International Thespian
Society Entails

Membership in the International Thespian Society is earned by students who
demonstrate excellence in theatre through accumulating a certain number of
“thespian points,” which are awarded based on participation in various
theatrical activities. These activities can include acting in plays, stage
crew work, directing, playwriting, and other roles that contribute to a
school’s theatre program.

The process is designed to be inclusive yet rigorous, encouraging students to
engage deeply with their craft. Once inducted, members are recognized with
certificates, pins, and often participate in ceremonies that celebrate their
achievements. Membership also grants access to a wide array of resources,
including workshops, festivals, and scholarships.



Educational and Developmental Benefits of ITS
Membership

Participation in the International Thespian Society offers more than just
recognition; it is a platform for artistic growth and leadership development.
The organization provides numerous opportunities that enrich the student
experience beyond the classroom or rehearsal space.

Access to Festivals and Workshops

One of the most notable features of ITS is its annual International Thespian
Festival, which gathers thousands of student thespians, educators, and
theatre professionals. This event serves as an intensive educational
experience where participants attend workshops on acting techniques,
technical theatre, stage management, and more. The festival also includes
performances, auditions, and networking opportunities that connect young
artists with industry mentors.

These events are instrumental in fostering a sense of community and inspiring
students to pursue theatre arts at higher levels. The exposure to diverse
theatrical disciplines and peers from different backgrounds broadens
perspectives and enhances creative skills.

Scholarship and Career Advancement

Membership in the International Thespian Society can also be a valuable asset
for students seeking scholarships or admission to college theatre programs.
Many universities recognize ITS membership as a mark of commitment and
achievement in the arts, which can bolster applications and financial aid
considerations.

Moreover, ITS provides specialized scholarships through the Educational
Theatre Foundation, supporting students financially as they continue their
education in theatre-related fields. This financial assistance underscores
the organization’s commitment to nurturing future theatre professionals.

Comparing the International Thespian Society
with Other Theater Honor Societies

While ITS is a dominant presence in scholastic theatre, it is useful to
consider how it compares to other honor societies and organizations dedicated
to performing arts.



National Honor Society for Dance Arts (NHSDDA): Focuses specifically on
dance and choreography rather than the broader theatrical disciplines
covered by ITS.

National Art Honor Society (NAHS): Concentrates on visual arts, which
complements but does not overlap with ITS’s theatrical focus.

International Thespian Society vs. Drama Club: Whereas drama clubs are
extracurricular groups centered on producing plays, ITS serves as a
formal recognition body with a structured points system and national
resources.

ITS’s comprehensive approach to both performance and technical theatre
distinguishes it by encouraging participation in all facets of production,
not just acting.

Challenges and Criticisms

Despite its many strengths, the International Thespian Society is not without
challenges. Some critics point to the exclusivity that can arise from the
point-based membership system, which might inadvertently marginalize students
who contribute in less quantifiable ways. Additionally, the cost associated
with membership fees, festival attendance, and travel can be prohibitive for
some schools or students, potentially limiting access.

However, ITS attempts to mitigate these concerns through scholarship programs
and outreach efforts aimed at increasing inclusivity.

The Role of ITS in Contemporary Theater
Education

In an era where arts education often faces budget cuts and decreased emphasis
in schools, the International Thespian Society plays a crucial role in
sustaining and advancing theatrical arts at the secondary education level. By
celebrating student achievement and providing tangible opportunities for
growth, ITS helps maintain theatre’s presence as a vital component of a well-
rounded education.

Furthermore, the society’s focus on leadership and community engagement
prepares students not only for careers in theatre but also for roles as
creative problem solvers and communicators in various fields.



ITS and Technological Integration

As the performing arts evolve with new technologies, ITS has incorporated
digital platforms to facilitate virtual workshops, online festivals, and
digital resources. This adaptation has allowed the society to expand its
reach and remain relevant, particularly in response to challenges posed by
the COVID-19 pandemic.

The integration of technology enhances accessibility and ensures that ITS
members continue to benefit from high-quality arts education regardless of
geographic or economic barriers.

The International Thespian Society remains a pivotal institution in
recognizing and nurturing young talent within the theater arts. Its legacy
and ongoing efforts underscore the importance of honoring artistic dedication
and providing a supportive framework for student thespians to thrive in an
ever-changing cultural landscape.
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Culture 62 (2017) Knut Holtsträter, Michael Fischer, 2017 Das Adjektiv 'professionell' ist schnell
zu Hand, wenn es um die qualitative Einschätzung von populärmusikalischen Handlungen und
Produkten geht. Sei es, dass etwas 'professionell gemacht' ist, sich im musikalischen Handeln eine
'professionelle Haltung' widerspiegelt oder der/die AkteurIn einfach ein 'Profi' ist oder zumindest so
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Fachkommunikation, es erleichtert uns in gewisser Weise die Verständigung über gemeinsam
verhandelte Phänomene. Oft schwebt aber die ungeklärte Frage im Raum, wer oder was eigentlich
bestimmt, wer oder was professionell ist. Unter diesem Themenschwerpunkt sind Beiträge aus der
Musikpädagogik, der Musikwirtschaftsforschung, der Soziologie, der historischen
Musikwissenschaft und der Popmusikforschung versammelt.
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J. Everett, Peterson's, 2009-09-14 Describes graduate programs in art, dance, music, and theater,
and lists undergraduate programs.
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stories of its creators, the record-breaking Broadway run and numerous touring productions, and the
captivating movie version. The book also features all-new chapters on the Broadway revival, the two
London productions, and notable regional productions around the country. In addition to a chapter
on A Chorus Line cultural history with a guide to all the pop cultural references in the show the book
includes extensive photos as well as biographical information on the casts of the major productions.
There are also chapters on recordings, previous books on the topic, and the landmark show's
influence on subsequent Broadway musicals and films.
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2009-05-26 Ever since Mrs. Malloy assigned us the What I Want To Be When I Grow Up paper
earlier that year in her 1st hour English, my mind had been made up. . . I, Bradley James Dayton,
will be a famous actor someday! Meet Bradley Dayton--a wickedly funny high school senior whose
woefully uncool life always seems to be full of drama, even in the sorry little suburb of Hazel Park,
Michigan. It's 1987, the era of big hair, designer jeans, and Dirty Dancing. George Michael has Faith
and Michael Jackson still has a nose. Brad, on the other hand, has a thing for acting, and while his
friends are trying to get laid, Brad's trying to land the lead in Okla-homo! and practicing the Jane
Seymour monologue from Somewhere in Time. Sure, he'd like to get laid too, but while Brad has
known he was gay forever, the rest of Hillbilly High is not so forthcoming. Brad's already lost one
best friend, Jack, who dropped out of marching band to step into the closet. But lately, things are
looking up. Not only has Brad made Homecoming Top Five, but Richie, a new, totally cute member
of drama club, definitely seems to be sending signals--and he's not the only one. Before senior year
ends, Brad will know more about love, lust, and friendship than he ever thought possible. Because if
all the world's a stage, he's ready to be in the spotlight. . . Praise for Frank Polito and Band Fags!
This is a love letter to a time when happiness was a pair of Calvin Klein jeans, and every heartbreak
could be fixed by listening to your Bonnie Tyler or REO Speedwagon albums. --Michael Thomas
Ford, author of What We Remember A sweet, funny, deeply felt valentine to the wonder/horror of
coming of age in the 1980's. --Dennis Hensley, author of Misadventures in the (213)
  what is the international thespian society: Dramatists Sourcebook 26th Edition ,
2011-12-01 The fully updated new edition of this indispensable guide.
  what is the international thespian society: Identities and Audiences in the Musical
Raymond Knapp, Mitchell Morris, Stacy Wolf, 2018-09-04 Issues of identity have always been central
to the American musical in all its guises. Who appears in musicals, who or what they are meant to
represent, and how, over time, those representations have been understood and interpreted, provide
the very basis for our engagement with the genre. In this third volume of the reissued Oxford
Handbook of the American Musical, chapters focus on race, ethnicity, gender, and sexuality,
regional vs. national identity, and the cultural and class significance of the musical itself. As
important as the question of who appears in musicals are the questions of who watches and listens
to them, and of how specific cultures of reception attend differently to the musical. Chapters thus
address cultural codes inherent to the genre, in particular those found in traditional school theater
programs.
  what is the international thespian society: Catalog of Copyright Entries Library of Congress.
Copyright Office, 1977
  what is the international thespian society: Film , 2010 Profiles film careers, with
information on work settings, job outlook, education and training, skill requirements, earnings, and
advancement opportunities.
  what is the international thespian society: Broadway Thomas A. Greenfield, 2009-12-23 This
is the most comprehensive and insightful reference available on Broadway theater as an American
cultural phenomenon and an illuminator of American life. Broadway: An Encyclopedia of Theater and
American Culture is the first major reference work to explore just how much the Great White Way
illuminates our national character. In two volumes spanning the era from the mid-19th century to
the present, it offers nearly 200 entries on a variety of topics, including spotlights on 30 landmark
productions—from Shuffle Along to Oklahoma! to Oh Calcutta! to The Producers—that not only
changed American theater but American culture as well. In addition, Broadway offers thirty
extended thematic essays gauging the powerful impact of theater on American life, with entries on
race relations, women in society, sexuality, film, media, technology, tourism, and off-Broadway and
noncommercial theater. There are also 110 profile entries on key persons and institutions—from the
famous to the infamous to the all but forgotten—whose unique careers and contributions impacted
Broadway and its place in the American landscape.
  what is the international thespian society: Music at Michigan , 1990
  what is the international thespian society: The Oxford Handbook of The American



Musical Raymond Knapp, Mitchell Morris, Stacy Wolf, 2013-03 This text presents keywords and
critical terms that deepen analysis and interpretation of the musical. Taking into account issues of
composition, performance, and reception, the book's contributors bring a range of practical and
theoretical perspectives to bear on their considerations of American musicals.
  what is the international thespian society: Children's Theater Kelly Eggers, Walter Eggers,
2010-04-09 Although there are many children's theater companies located around the world, more
parents and educators need to know what a significant impact such venues can have on the lives of
their participants. For anyone interested in learning more about these creative outlets, Children's
Theater: A Paradigm, Primer, and Resource serves several purposes. First, this book introduces
readers to the world of children's theater by highlighting one specific model, The Oyster River
Players, a small children's theater company in New Hampshire. By exploring the history and
dynamics of their own theater company, authors Kelly and Walter Eggers apply broader
implications, expanding their focus to include children's theaters of other kinds and in different
cultural settings. Throughout the book, the Eggers show how children's theater succeeds in helping
young people learn in ways that would be otherwise inaccessible. Through forays into philosophy
and history, as well as personal testimonies, the authors present a coherent argument for the need
for children's theaters in nearly every community. This volume also lists more than 600 children's
theater companies, agencies, and associations in the United States, as well as 400 more worldwide.
Both accessible and practical, Children's Theater is an essential tool for teachers, directors, parents,
mentors, and anyone else involved or interested in children's theater and its implications for
children's education.
  what is the international thespian society: A Directory of Information Resources in the
United States National Referral Center (U.S.), 1973
  what is the international thespian society: A Directory of Information Resources in the
United States , 1973
  what is the international thespian society: Catalogue of Title-entries of Books and
Other Articles Entered in the Office of the Librarian of Congress, at Washington, Under the
Copyright Law ... Wherein the Copyright Has Been Completed by the Deposit of Two Copies
in the Office Library of Congress. Copyright Office, 1977
  what is the international thespian society: Educational Directory , 1955
  what is the international thespian society: Education Directory United States. Office of
Education, 1960
  what is the international thespian society: Congressional Record United States. Congress,
1976 The Congressional Record is the official record of the proceedings and debates of the United
States Congress. It is published daily when Congress is in session. The Congressional Record began
publication in 1873. Debates for sessions prior to 1873 are recorded in The Debates and Proceedings
in the Congress of the United States (1789-1824), the Register of Debates in Congress (1824-1837),
and the Congressional Globe (1833-1873)
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