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Rommel and His Art of War: The Mastermind of Mobile Warfare

Rommel and his art of war represent a fascinating chapter in military
history, showcasing a blend of tactical brilliance, innovative strategies,
and a charismatic leadership style that has intrigued historians and military
enthusiasts alike. Known popularly as the "Desert Fox," Erwin Rommel’s
approach to warfare during World War II has become a case study in maneuver
warfare and rapid decision-making under pressure. Understanding Rommel’s art
of war offers insightful lessons not only about battlefield tactics but also
about leadership, adaptability, and the human element in combat.

The Origins of Rommel’s Military Philosophy

Before delving into Rommel and his art of war, it’s essential to explore the
foundations that shaped his approach to combat. Rommel’s military career
began in World War I, where he quickly earned a reputation for fearlessness
and tactical ingenuity. Unlike many of his contemporaries who adhered rigidly
to traditional military doctrines, Rommel was a keen observer of battlefield
dynamics and believed in flexibility and initiative.

His early experiences instilled in him a preference for mobile warfare and
the element of surprise, which later became hallmarks of his command style.
Rommel’s art of war was not just about brute force; it was about
understanding terrain, psychology, and timing — aspects that often tilted the
balance in his favor despite sometimes being outnumbered or outgunned.

Rommel and His Art of War in the North African
Campaign

Perhaps the most famous phase of Rommel’s military career, and where his art
of war was most vividly demonstrated, was during the North African Campaign.
Commanding the German Afrika Korps, Rommel faced the daunting task of
fighting in harsh desert conditions against the British Eighth Army.

Innovative Tactics in Desert Warfare

Rommel’s mastery of desert warfare was characterized by:

Rapid Maneuvering: Rommel excelled in utilizing fast-moving armored
units to outflank and surprise the enemy, often striking where least



expected.

Deception and Feints: He frequently used feints to mislead opposing
forces about his true intentions, creating opportunities for decisive
strikes.

Utilization of Terrain: The vast and open desert landscape was both a
challenge and an opportunity. Rommel’s deep understanding of terrain
allowed him to exploit natural features for cover and concealment.

What set Rommel apart was his ability to adapt quickly. When supply lines
were stretched thin or intelligence was limited, he would adjust his plans on
the fly, a testament to his flexible command style.

Leadership Style and Morale

Rommel’s art of war was not limited to tactics alone. His leadership
profoundly impacted troop morale. Unlike many commanders detached from
frontline realities, Rommel was often seen alongside his soldiers, sharing
hardships and inspiring confidence. This hands-on leadership cultivated
loyalty and fighting spirit, crucial in the grueling desert battles.

The Principles Behind Rommel’s Art of War

To grasp Rommel and his art of war more deeply, it’s helpful to outline some
central principles that defined his strategy:

Speed and Surprise

Rommel believed that swift action and the element of surprise could
compensate for numerical inferiority. His operations often involved rapid
advances and unexpected attacks that disoriented the enemy.

Decentralized Command

Unlike rigid hierarchical command structures, Rommel encouraged lower-ranking
officers to exercise initiative. This decentralized approach allowed for
quicker reactions and more dynamic battlefield management.



Exploiting Enemy Weaknesses

Rommel was a keen analyst of enemy psychology and logistics. By identifying
vulnerabilities—whether in supply lines, morale, or positioning—he would
tailor his attacks to maximize impact.

Rommel’s Legacy in Modern Military Thought

Rommel and his art of war continue to influence modern military doctrine,
especially in the realm of maneuver warfare. Many contemporary strategists
study his campaigns to understand how agility and innovation can triumph over
brute strength.

Impact on Maneuver Warfare

Rommel’s emphasis on mobility and surprise has shaped the principles of
maneuver warfare, which prioritize speed, flexibility, and exploitation of
enemy weaknesses. This approach contrasts with attrition-based strategies and
encourages commanders to think creatively about battlefield opportunities.

Lessons in Leadership

Rommel’s leadership style also remains a valuable case study. His ability to
inspire troops, lead from the front, and maintain flexibility under pressure
offers timeless lessons for military and civilian leaders alike.

Challenges and Controversies Surrounding
Rommel’s Art of War

While Rommel is often celebrated for his military genius, his career was not
without challenges and controversies. His association with the Nazi regime
and limited strategic resources posed ethical and operational dilemmas.

Limitations of Rommel’s Strategy

Despite his tactical brilliance, Rommel’s campaigns sometimes suffered from
overextension and logistical difficulties. His aggressive style occasionally
led to risky engagements without sufficient support, highlighting the dangers
of prioritizing bold maneuvers over sustainable operations.



Historical Debate

Scholars continue to debate Rommel’s role within the broader context of World
War II. Some view him purely as a professional soldier detached from Nazi
ideology, while others critique the mythologizing that sometimes obscures the
darker aspects of the conflict.

Applying Rommel’s Art of War Beyond the
Battlefield

Interestingly, the principles behind Rommel and his art of war can be applied
beyond military settings. Businesses, sports teams, and even individuals
facing complex challenges can learn from his emphasis on adaptability, speed,
and leadership.

Adaptability in Changing Environments

Rommel’s success often hinged on his capacity to rapidly adjust plans in
response to evolving circumstances. In today’s fast-paced world, this kind of
adaptability remains crucial for overcoming unexpected obstacles.

Decisive Leadership

Leading by example and fostering initiative within teams, as Rommel did, can
encourage empowerment and resilience in any organization.

Strategic Use of Resources

Rommel’s careful exploitation of limited resources teaches the importance of
maximizing what you have rather than waiting for perfect conditions.

Rommel and his art of war offer a rich tapestry of insights that extend far
beyond the deserts of North Africa. His legacy invites us to think critically
about strategy, leadership, and the human factors that shape success in
conflict and competition. Whether you’re a history buff, a military
professional, or someone interested in leadership, Rommel’s story provides
enduring lessons on the power of innovation, courage, and tactical
brilliance.



Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Erwin Rommel and why is he significant in
military history?
Erwin Rommel was a German Field Marshal during World War II, renowned for his
leadership in the North African campaign and his innovative and tactical
approach to warfare, earning him the nickname 'The Desert Fox.'

What is the core principle of Rommel's art of war?
Rommel's art of war emphasized speed, surprise, and flexibility, focusing on
rapid, aggressive maneuvers to disrupt and outflank enemy forces rather than
relying on static defense.

How did Rommel's tactics differ from traditional
military strategies of his time?
Rommel favored mobile warfare using combined arms, particularly tanks and
infantry coordination, to exploit weaknesses quickly, contrasting with the
more rigid, positional warfare strategies common during World War I and early
WWII.

What role did terrain play in Rommel's military
strategies?
Rommel was adept at using terrain to his advantage, often choosing
battlegrounds that maximized his forces' mobility and camouflage while
complicating enemy advances, such as the deserts of North Africa.

How did Rommel's leadership style influence his
troops?
Rommel was known for his charismatic and hands-on leadership, often leading
from the front, which boosted morale and inspired loyalty and aggressive
combat performance among his soldiers.

What lessons from Rommel's art of war are still
relevant in modern military strategy?
Modern military strategy still values Rommel's principles of rapid
maneuvering, adaptability, decentralized command, and the element of surprise
to overwhelm opponents and maintain operational momentum.



Did Rommel write any books or manuals on his
military tactics?
Yes, Rommel authored 'Infantry Attacks' (1937), a book detailing his
experiences and tactics from World War I, which has been studied for its
insights into small-unit tactics and leadership.

How did Rommel’s approach impact the outcome of the
North African Campaign?
Rommel’s bold tactics initially led to significant Axis gains in the North
African Campaign, demonstrating the effectiveness of mobile desert warfare,
though eventually Allied forces adapted and overcame his advances.

Additional Resources
Rommel and His Art of War: A Tactical Legacy Explored

rommel and his art of war represent a compelling chapter in military history,
marked by innovative tactics, daring maneuvers, and a distinctive approach to
battlefield leadership. Erwin Rommel, widely known as the "Desert Fox,"
earned renown during World War II for his command of German forces in North
Africa. His operational style combined audacity with meticulous planning,
influencing modern military doctrines and sparking debates among historians
and strategists alike. Exploring Rommel’s art of war requires an
understanding of his strategic mindset, battlefield decisions, and the
broader context of mechanized warfare during the early 20th century.

Understanding Rommel’s Strategic Mindset

Rommel’s approach to warfare was deeply rooted in mobility, surprise, and the
effective use of limited resources. Unlike many of his contemporaries who
favored rigid adherence to orders and hierarchical command, Rommel
demonstrated a flexible and adaptive style, often taking initiative based on
real-time battlefield conditions. This approach is a hallmark of his art of
war, reflecting his belief that the commander must maintain a close
connection to the frontline to make informed decisions.

Rommel’s emphasis on rapid, offensive maneuvers contrasted with the defensive
doctrines prevalent in the early stages of World War II. His campaign in
North Africa showcased how mobility and speed could compensate for numerical
or logistical disadvantages. This focus on swift advances and encirclements
echoes principles from classic military theorists like Clausewitz but adapted
to the mechanized era.



The Influence of Mechanized Warfare on Rommel’s
Tactics

The North African desert presented unique challenges, including vast open
spaces, supply line vulnerabilities, and harsh environmental conditions.
Rommel’s art of war leveraged mechanized units—tanks, motorized infantry, and
artillery—to outmaneuver British Commonwealth forces. His ability to
coordinate combined arms operations was critical to his initial successes.

Key elements of Rommel’s mechanized tactics included:

Concentration of Force: Rommel often massed his armored units at
decisive points, achieving local superiority despite being outnumbered
overall.

Deception and Feints: He used feints and false retreats to lure enemy
forces into traps, maximizing the impact of surprise attacks.

Logistics Innovation: Despite extended supply lines, Rommel prioritized
rapid resupply and maintenance, understanding that mechanized forces
depended heavily on fuel and ammunition availability.

These features demonstrate how Rommel’s art of war was not merely about
aggressive offense but also about managing the operational environment
intelligently.

Leadership Style and Its Impact on Troop Morale

Rommel’s reputation extended beyond pure tactics; his leadership style
significantly influenced the performance of the Afrika Korps. Unlike many
authoritarian commanders, Rommel was known for his accessibility and
willingness to share hardships with his soldiers. This hands-on leadership
fostered loyalty and high morale, essential factors in challenging desert
campaigns.

His presence near the front lines allowed for rapid decision-making and
boosted troop confidence. Rommel’s direct communication style also encouraged
subordinate officers to exercise initiative — a somewhat unconventional
practice in the German military hierarchy at the time.

This leadership approach can be viewed as a force multiplier. In environments
where logistics and numbers were constrained, the psychological edge gained
through motivated and well-led troops often determined battle outcomes.



Comparing Rommel to Contemporary Commanders

When juxtaposed with other World War II commanders, Rommel’s art of war
stands out for its blend of tactical brilliance and adaptability. For
instance:

Bernard Montgomery: The British counterpart in North Africa favored
methodical, heavily planned operations with overwhelming force.
Montgomery’s cautious style contrasted with Rommel’s more aggressive and
improvisational tactics.

George S. Patton: The American general shared Rommel’s emphasis on speed
and offensive action, making their engagements and strategies a study in
complementary mechanized warfare principles.

Heinz Guderian: As a pioneer of Blitzkrieg, Guderian influenced Rommel
significantly. However, Rommel adapted Blitzkrieg principles to desert
warfare, where terrain and supply posed different constraints.

These comparisons highlight how Rommel’s art of war was both derivative of
and innovative within the evolving context of World War II operational art.

Critiques and Limitations of Rommel’s Approach

Despite his successes, Rommel’s art of war was not without criticism. Some
military historians argue that his boldness occasionally bordered on
recklessness, leading to overextension and vulnerability. For example, during
the later stages of the North African campaign, Rommel’s supply lines became
overstretched, limiting his operational capacity.

Additionally, Rommel often lacked sufficient logistical support from higher
command authorities, which exacerbated his challenges. His reliance on rapid
offensive tactics sometimes failed to account for the strategic depth
necessary in prolonged engagements.

There are also debates regarding Rommel’s strategic priorities. While
tactically brilliant, critics suggest that he focused more on battlefield
victories than on the broader strategic implications for the Axis war effort.
This distinction is crucial when assessing his overall military legacy.

Legacy in Modern Military Theory

Rommel’s art of war continues to influence military education and doctrine.



His emphasis on agility, initiative, and leadership presence resonates in
contemporary concepts such as maneuver warfare and decentralized command
structures. Military academies worldwide study his campaigns to extract
lessons on adapting tactics to dynamic environments.

Moreover, Rommel’s integration of combined arms tactics laid groundwork for
modern operational art, where coordination among infantry, armor, artillery,
and air support is essential. His ability to innovate within constrained
conditions serves as a case study in resourcefulness and tactical creativity.

In recent decades, Rommel’s legacy has been revisited with nuance,
acknowledging both his military prowess and the complex ethical and political
contexts of his service in Nazi Germany.

Rommel and his art of war remain a subject of fascination for military
historians and strategists alike. His unique blend of audacity, tactical
innovation, and leadership acumen offers enduring insights into the nature of
command and the evolving character of warfare in the 20th century and beyond.

Rommel And His Art Of War

  rommel and his art of war: Rommel and His Art of War Erwin Rommel, 2003 Rommel himself,
one of the most successful and well-known commanders of World War II, writes about his views on
the philosophy of warfare, battles, leaders, and the progress of both World Wars. A complete picture
of how a military genius grappled with the actuality of war is presented through Rommel's accounts
of his experiences.
  rommel and his art of war: The Organization and Order of Battle of Militaries in World
War Ii Charles D. Pettibone, 2009-11-18 What started out as five books, is now eight. Book five
being split into three books. This book represents the fifth of eight I plan to write. The series will
contain: Volume I-Germany; Volume II-The British Commonwealth; Volume III-The United States;
Volume IV-Japan; Volume V, Book A-Union of Soviet Socialist Republics; Volume V, Book B-Union of
Soviet Socialist Republics; Volume VI-Germanys Allies (Bulgaria, Croatia, Finland, Hungary, Italy,
Romania, Serbia, Slovakia) and the Neutral Nations (Portugal, Spain, Sweden, and Switzerland); and
Volume VII-Other Nations at War (Albania, Belgium, Brazil, China, Czechoslovakia, Denmark,
Estonia, France, Greece, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Yugoslavia).
  rommel and his art of war: The Organization and Order or Battle of Militaries in World
War Ii Charles D. Pettibone, 2012-01-16 There are numerous Order of Battle books on the market.
So what makes this one so special? Why should one decide on this particular book? Most Order of
Battle books usually deal only at the division and corps level of a countrys army. Most higher
commands are not covered. This book deals with all the branches of a countrys military, giving a
breakdown of all the major echelons of command, from theater down to brigade, under each
component (army group, armies, corps, division, and brigade), and the equivalent command for the
other military branches are included. Second, it attempts to give an overall command structure of
the countrys military, showing the central headquarters command structure as well as the major
components (army groups, armies, corps, etc.). Third, most Order of Battle books list the
commander and their dates of tenure. This one includes those but also lists their next duty
assignments or where they went after leaving the post. One can literally trace a general officers
career through the upper echelons of command, making this series completely different from all the
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others on the market.
  rommel and his art of war: The German Way of War Robert Michael Citino, 2005 For
Frederick the Great, the prescription for warfare was simple: kurz und vives (short and lively) - wars
that relied upon swift, powerful, and decisive military operations. Robert Citino takes us on a
dramatic march through Prussian and German military history to show how that primal theme
played out time and time again. Citino focuses on operational warfare to demonstrate continuity in
German military campaigns from the time of Elector Frederick Wilhelm and his great sleigh-drive
against the Swedes to the age of Adolf Hitler and the blitzkrieg to the gates of Moscow. Along the
way, he underscores the role played by the Prussian army in elevating a small, vulnerable state to
the ranks of the European powers, describes how nineteenth-century victories over Austria and
France made the German army the most respected in Europe, and reviews the lessons learned from
the trenches of World War I.
  rommel and his art of war: Libya: From Repression to Revolution M. Cherif Bassiouni,
2013-12-09 This groundbreaking new volume provides the first comprehensive review of the Libyan
conflict of 2011. The book expands on and complements the report of the Libya Commission of
Inquiry to the United Nations Human Rights Council, and provides the reader with the information
essential to understanding the Libyan conflict, its causes and ramifications, and the difficulties the
country faces as it rebuilds in the wake of 40 years of repression and the effects of a brutal civil war.
The book provides a historical overview of the country and the ruinous policies of the Qadhafi
regime, a chronological review of the evolution of the conflict, a description of the belligerents and
their organizational makeup, an account of the NATO intervention and its legality, a basic legal
characterization of conduct of the belligerents and the various accountability mechanisms pursued
thus far, and an appraisal of the post-conflict period, as well as a detailed factual assessment and
legal characterization of ten different theaters of conflict, including Benghazi, Tripoli, Misrata, Sirte
and the Nafusa Mountains.
  rommel and his art of war: On War and Leadership Michael Owen Connelly, 2009-01-10 What
can we learn about leadership and the experience of war from the best combat leaders the world has
ever known? This book takes us behind the scenes and to the front lines of the major wars of the
past 250 years through the words of twenty combat commanders. What they have to say--which is
remarkably similar across generational, national, and ideological divides--is a fascinating take on
military history by those who lived it. It is also worthwhile reading for anyone, from any walk of life,
who makes executive decisions. The leaders showcased here range from Frederick the Great to
Norman Schwarzkopf. They include such diverse figures as Napoleon Bonaparte, commanders on
both sides of the Civil War (William Tecumseh Sherman and Stonewall Jackson), German and
American World War II generals (Rommel and Patton), a veteran of the Arab-Israeli wars (Moshe
Dayan), and leaders from both sides of the Vietnam War (Vo Nguyen Giap and Harold Moore). What
they have had in common is an unrivaled understanding of the art of command and a willingness to
lead from the front. All earned the respect and loyalty of those they led--and moved them to risk
death. The practices of these commanders apply to any leadership situation, whether military,
business, political, athletic, or other. Their words reveal techniques for anticipating the competition,
leading through example, taking care of the troops, staying informed, turning bad luck to advantage,
improvising, and making bold decisions. Leader after leader emphasizes the importance of up-front
muddy boots leadership and reveals what it takes to persevere and win. Identifying a pattern of
proven leadership, this book will benefit anyone who aspires to lead a country, a squadron, a
company, or a basketball team. It is a unique distillation of two and a half centuries of military
wisdom.
  rommel and his art of war: The Art of War Betty Churcher, 2004 Focuses on the wars of the
past hundred years; showing how war changed art in the 20th century and how art has changed
attitudes to war. Betty Churcher, one of Australia's leading art historians, explores the work of
official and unofficial war artists in World Wars I and II, Korea, Vietnam and the campaigns in
Afganistan and the Persian Gulf.



  rommel and his art of war: Professional Journal of the United States Army , 1997
  rommel and his art of war: Journal of the United States Artillery , 1944
  rommel and his art of war: Rommel's Last Victory Martin Blumenson, 2021-11-21 This book,
first published in 1968, examines the disastrous defeat suffered by inexperienced American troops,
newly landed in North Africa, at the hands of Rommel. The news of Kasserine shocked the United
States militarily and politically, and led to swift changes in equipment and tactics. This book traces
the battle through to its aftermath in ‘a remarkable piece of battlefield investigation’ (Manchester
Evening News).
  rommel and his art of war: War of Shadows Gershom Gorenberg, 2021-01-19 In this World
War II military history, Rommel's army is a day from Cairo, a week from Tel Aviv, and the SS is
ready for action. Espionage brought the Nazis this far, but espionage can stop them—if Washington
wakes up to the danger. As World War II raged in North Africa, General Erwin Rommel was guided
by an uncanny sense of his enemies' plans and weaknesses. In the summer of 1942, he led his Axis
army swiftly and terrifyingly toward Alexandria, with the goal of overrunning the entire Middle East.
Each step was informed by detailed updates on British positions. The Nazis, somehow, had a source
for the Allies' greatest secrets. Yet the Axis powers were not the only ones with intelligence. Brilliant
Allied cryptographers worked relentlessly at Bletchley Park, breaking down the extraordinarily
complex Nazi code Enigma. From decoded German messages, they discovered that the enemy had a
wealth of inside information. On the brink of disaster, a fevered and high-stakes search for the
source began. War of Shadows is the cinematic story of the race for information in the North African
theater of World War II, set against intrigues that spanned the Middle East. Years in the making,
this book is a feat of historical research and storytelling, and a rethinking of the popular narrative of
the war. It portrays the conflict not as an inevitable clash of heroes and villains but a spiraling series
of failures, accidents, and desperate triumphs that decided the fate of the Middle East and quite
possibly the outcome of the war.
  rommel and his art of war: Military Review , 2002
  rommel and his art of war: Quarterly Review of Military Literature , 1984
  rommel and his art of war: The Greenhill Dictionary of Military Quotations Peter G.
Tsouras, 2020-05-18 A “massive [and] valuable” collection of quotes about war from soldiers,
commanders, strategists, and others (The Spectator). This volume brings four thousand years of
military history to life through the words of more than eight hundred diverse
personalities—Napoleon, Machiavelli, Atatürk, Che Guevara, Rommel, Julius Caesar, Wellington,
Xenophon, Crazy Horse, Wallenstein, T.E. Lawrence, Saladin, Zhukov, Eisenhower and many
more—to build a comprehensive picture of war across the ages. Broken down into more then 480
categories, including courage, danger, failure, leadership, luck, military intelligence, tactics,
training, guerrilla warfare and victory, this definitive guide draws on the collected wisdom of those
who have experienced war at every level. From the brutality and suffering of war, to the courage
and camaraderie of soldiers, to the glory and exhilaration of battle, these quotes offer an insight into
the turbulent history of warfare and the lives and deeds of great warriors. “A massive compilation
casting light not only upon the pain, suffering and sheer insanity of war, but also upon the unique
comradeship and exhilaration of battle . . . this is a valuable addition to the literature of reference.”
—The Spectator
  rommel and his art of war: Leaders and Intelligence Michael I. Handel, 2012-05-13 From a
systematic point of view, all intelligence work can be studied on three levels: Acquisition, analysis,
and acceptance. The author focuses on the third of these levels, studying the attitudes and
behavioural patterns developed by leaders during their political careers, their willingness to
consider information and ideas contrary to their own, their ability to admit mistakes and change
course in the implementation of a failing policy and their capacity to cooperate.
  rommel and his art of war: Chasing the Wind Neil H. Williams, 2021-11-12 Chasing the
Wind covers a variety of ideas from Christianity, science, philosophy, ethics, and psychology. It
starts with Socrates’s statement, “an unexamined life is not worth living” and asks how we might go



about discovering what is a worthwhile life and what might motivate us to live such a life. It is a vast
topic that is narrowed down to two principal areas: (1) a focus on relationships, which are central to
providing fulfillment, worth, and purpose to our lives; and (2) an interaction with Christianity, which
claims to have answers as to what is a worthwhile life. In summary, this book is a dialog between
these two questions: What is a good life, and how does Christianity help or hinder such a life?
  rommel and his art of war: At Rommel's Side Hans-Joachim Schraepler, 2009-07-27 Erwin
Rommel, Hitler's so-called 'Desert Fox', is possibly the most famous German Field-Marshal of WWII.
He is widely regarded as the one of the most skilled commanders of desert warfare and, in contrast
to other leaders of Nazi Germany, is considered to have been a chivalrous and humane officer. The
letters of his adjutant provide a unique picture of Rommel during his time in Libya. Hans-Joachim
Schraepler was by Rommel's side in North Africa for ten crucial months in 1940-41. During that
time, he wrote to his wife almost every day. In most cases, the correspondence went via the usual
channels but occasionally he used other methods to avoid the censor's gaze.Through his letters,
Schraepler supplies a vivid image of the first phase of the North Africa campaign. He covers the
siege of Tobruk, the capture of Benghazi, and the difficulties experienced by those fighting in
Cyrenica and the wider North African theatre. He also complains that the Italian were poor Allies,
lacking training and leadership, and that Berlin regarded North Africa as a theatre of only secondary
importance.Schraepler also provides insights into Rommel's character—his dynamism and tactical
skill, along with the growing 'cult of personality' which seemed to surround him. One of his unofficial
tasks, for example, was to respond in Rommel's name to much of the fan mail that arrived at the
Afrikakorps HQ.Hans-Albrecht Schraepler was only seven years old when his father died. The cache
of letters was held by his mother and remained untouched for sixty years. His father's last letter,
found the day of his death, remains unfinished.
  rommel and his art of war: The Operations Process (ADP 5-0) Headquarters Department of
the Army, 2019-09-28 ADP 5-0 provides doctrine on the operations process. It describes
fundamentals for effective planning, preparing, executing, and assessing operations. It describes
how commanders, supported by their staffs, employ the operations process to understand situations,
make decisions, direct action, and lead forces to mission accomplishment. To comprehend doctrine
contained in ADP 5-0, readers should first understand the fundamentals of unified land operations
described in ADP 3-0. As the operations process is the framework for the exercise of command and
control, readers should also understand the fundamentals of command and control and mission
command described in ADP 6-0. Readers must also understand how the Army ethic guides decision
making throughout the operations process (see Army doctrine on the Army profession).
  rommel and his art of war: The Journal of Military History , 2003
  rommel and his art of war: Army , 1980
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