holy war by john bunyan

**Holy War by John Bunyan: A Timeless Spiritual Allegory**

holy war by john bunyan is more than just a classic piece of Christian literature; it is an
evocative spiritual allegory that delves into the eternal struggle between good and evil
within the human soul. Written by John Bunyan, the same author who penned the renowned
*Pilgrim’s Progress*, this work offers a compelling narrative that captures the battle for the
city of Mansoul, a metaphor for the human heart and mind. Through vivid storytelling and
allegorical characters, Bunyan explores themes of redemption, spiritual warfare, and divine
grace in a way that continues to resonate with readers centuries after its publication.

The Context and Background of Holy War by John
Bunyan

John Bunyan wrote *Holy War* during a time of personal trial and spiritual reflection.
Imprisoned multiple times for his nonconformist religious beliefs in 17th-century England,
Bunyan poured his deep theological insights and imaginative storytelling into his works.
*Holy War* was published shortly after *Pilgrim’s Progress* and reflects a similar style of
allegory but focuses more explicitly on the conflict between the forces of evil and the
redeeming power of God in the human soul.

Who Was John Bunyan?

Understanding *Holy War* requires a brief look at its author. John Bunyan (1628-1688) was
a Puritan preacher and writer whose works have had enduring influence in Christian
literature. His ability to translate complex theological ideas into relatable stories helped
make spiritual concepts accessible to everyday readers. Bunyan’s own life experiences of
imprisonment and steadfast faith deeply colored his writings, imbuing them with
authenticity and passion.

The Historical and Religious Setting

The 17th century was a turbulent period in English history, marked by religious conflict and
political upheaval. Bunyan’s nonconformist stance put him at odds with the established
Church of England, leading to his imprisonment. Within this context, *Holy War* emerges as
a spiritual allegory reflecting the intense inner battles faced by believers against sin,
temptation, and spiritual oppression. The book’s depiction of Mansoul’s siege mirrors
Bunyan’s perception of the Christian’s ongoing fight to maintain faith and virtue amidst
worldly challenges.



Exploring the Themes of Holy War by John
Bunyan

At its core, *Holy War* is an allegory about the human soul, depicted as the city of Mansoul,
which is under siege by Diabolus, representing Satan and sin. The narrative unfolds as a
dramatic conflict between the forces of evil and the loyal subjects of Shaddai, a
representation of God.

The Battle for Mansoul: A Spiritual Conflict

The city of Mansoul symbolizes the human heart, and its capture represents the entrance of
sin and rebellion against God. Diabolus’s invasion signifies the temptations and spiritual
attacks that believers face. Conversely, the reclaiming of Mansoul by Prince Emmanuel (a
figure of Christ) portrays redemption and salvation. This battle is not just external but
internal, illustrating the Christian’s daily struggle to remain faithful.

Redemption and Grace

One of the most powerful messages in *Holy War* is the transformative power of grace.
Despite Mansoul’s betrayal and fall, the story emphasizes that redemption is possible
through repentance and faith. Bunyan highlights the mercy of Shaddai, who sends
Emmanuel to reclaim the city, illustrating that no soul is beyond hope.

The Role of Free Will and Obedience

Bunyan’s narrative also grapples with human free will. Mansoul’s citizens have the freedom
to choose allegiance, reflecting the theological debate about predestination and free will.
The story encourages obedience to divine authority as the path to true peace and security,
contrasting it with the chaos and destruction brought by rebellion.

Characters and Symbolism in Holy War

The rich symbolism in *Holy War* is central to its impact. Each character and place
represents broader spiritual truths, making the story a layered exploration of faith.

Key Characters

e Mansoul: The human soul or heart, the battlefield for spiritual warfare.



Diabolus: The antagonist, embodying Satan and the forces of evil.

Prince Emmanuel: Christ figure sent to reclaim Mansoul.

Shaddai: God, the supreme ruler and protector of Mansoul.

Lord Willbewill: The embodiment of human will and decision-making.

e Giant Despair and other villains: Represent various sins and spiritual obstacles.

Symbolic Places and Events

The city of Mansoul itself is a powerful symbol of the human condition, with its gates
representing the senses and faculties through which influence can enter. The war for
Mansoul dramatizes the internal spiritual warfare, making abstract concepts tangible and
relatable.

Why Holy War by John Bunyan Still Matters Today

Though written over three centuries ago, *Holy War* continues to be relevant for modern
readers interested in Christian spirituality, allegorical literature, or historical theology. Its
vivid depiction of the soul’s battle resonates with anyone who has experienced moral
struggle or sought a deeper understanding of redemption.

Lessons for Spiritual Growth

Bunyan’s allegory encourages readers to reflect on their own spiritual condition. Are there
gates in Mansoul — metaphorically speaking — that have been compromised by negative
influences? The book challenges believers to consider the importance of vigilance,
repentance, and reliance on divine help in their personal spiritual journeys.

Literary and Cultural Influence

*Holy War* has influenced countless writers and theologians, contributing to the tradition of
Christian allegory. Its imaginative approach to spiritual themes helped pave the way for
later works that blend storytelling with theological reflection. For those studying John
Bunyan’s oeuvre, *Holy War* complements *Pilgrim’s Progress* by offering a different,
more militaristic perspective on the soul’s journey.



Practical Reflections for Readers

Engaging with *Holy War* can be a transformative experience. Here are some tips for
readers:

* Read slowly and meditatively: The allegory is dense with symbolism, so taking
time to reflect enhances understanding.

e Use a study guide or commentary: These can clarify historical context and
theological nuances.

e Apply the themes personally: Consider how the battle for Mansoul parallels your
own spiritual life.

Comparing Holy War with Pilgrim’s Progress

While both *Holy War* and *Pilgrim’s Progress* are allegories by John Bunyan, they
approach spiritual themes differently. *Pilgrim’s Progress* follows the journey of a single
pilgrim, Christian, emphasizing the path of salvation and perseverance. In contrast, *Holy
War* presents a collective battle for a city, focusing on the dynamics of spiritual warfare
and redemption.

This difference highlights Bunyan’s versatility as a writer and his deep engagement with
Christian doctrine. Readers familiar with *Pilgrim’s Progress* often find *Holy War* a
compelling next step to deepen their understanding of spiritual conflict and grace.

*Holy War by John Bunyan* stands as a profound exploration of faith’s challenges and
victories. Its rich allegory invites readers into the eternal drama within every human soul,
encouraging courage, hope, and trust in divine power. Whether approached as a religious
text, literary masterpiece, or historical artifact, it continues to inspire reflection on the
nature of good, evil, and redemption.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Holy War' by John Bunyan about?

‘The Holy War' by John Bunyan is an allegorical novel that depicts the battle for the town of
Mansoul, representing the human soul, between the forces of good, led by the King
Shaddai, and the forces of evil, led by the rebel Diabolus.



How does 'The Holy War' relate to John Bunyan's other
works?

'The Holy War' shares thematic similarities with John Bunyan's famous work 'The Pilgrim's
Progress,' as both are Christian allegories emphasizing spiritual warfare, salvation, and the
journey of the soul towards God.

What is the main theme of 'The Holy War' by John
Bunyan?
The main theme of 'The Holy War' is the spiritual struggle between good and evil within the

human soul, highlighting themes of redemption, faith, and the conflict between divine
authority and rebellion.

When was 'The Holy War' by John Bunyan first
published?

'The Holy War' was first published in 1682, shortly after John Bunyan's most famous work,
‘The Pilgrim's Progress.'

Why is 'The Holy War' considered an important work in
Christian literature?

'The Holy War' is considered important because it vividly portrays the Christian concept of
spiritual warfare using allegory, encouraging readers to understand the battle for their soul
and the importance of faith and repentance.

Additional Resources

Holy War by John Bunyan: A Timeless Allegory of
Spiritual Conflict

holy war by john bunyan stands as a significant work in Christian allegorical literature,
representing a profound exploration of spiritual warfare through vivid narrative and
symbolic characters. Written in the late 17th century, this allegory extends the thematic
concerns found in Bunyan’s more famous work, *The Pilgrim’s Progress*, by focusing on the
battle for the human soul depicted as the city of Mansoul. Over centuries, *Holy War* has
invited readers and scholars alike to investigate its theological implications, narrative
structure, and the intricate use of metaphorical language, positioning it as a seminal text
for understanding Puritan spirituality and the literary art of allegory.



In-depth Analysis of Holy War by John Bunyan

John Bunyan’s *Holy War* is often described as a spiritual allegory portraying the conflict
between good and evil, framed through the siege and defense of Mansoul—a
representation of the human soul. The narrative unfolds with the city’s initial fall to
Diabolus, the antagonist embodying sin and temptation, and the subsequent efforts of the
Prince Emmanuel (symbolizing Christ) to reclaim it. This dramatization of spiritual warfare
reflects Bunyan’s deep Calvinist beliefs and offers an exploration of redemption, grace, and
divine sovereignty.

The allegorical framework in *Holy War* is notable for its complexity and richness. Unlike
the straightforward pilgrimage in *The Pilgrim’s Progress*, Bunyan here constructs a multi-
layered battle narrative. The city Mansoul represents not just the individual soul but also
serves as a microcosm for humanity’s broader spiritual struggle. Characters such as Lord
Willbewill, Captain Resistance, and Shaddai enrich the narrative with their symbolic
representations of free will, human resistance, and divine authority respectively, weaving a
theological tapestry that engages readers intellectually and spiritually.

Thematic Elements and Symbolism

At the heart of *holy war by john bunyan* is the theme of spiritual conflict, which Bunyan
presents as both an internal and external battle. The siege of Mansoul by Diabolus
symbolizes the pervasive nature of sin invading the human heart, while the efforts of
Emmanuel and his forces illustrate divine intervention and salvation. This binary opposition
between good and evil is enhanced by the use of personification and detailed allegorical
references.

The city of Mansoul itself is a powerful metaphor representing the human soul, with its
gates, walls, and inhabitants symbolizing aspects of human nature and faculties. Bunyan’'s
use of military imagery and siege warfare techniques serves to dramatize the intensity and
seriousness of spiritual battles, making the abstract concepts of sin and grace tangible for
readers.

Comparative Context: Holy War vs. The Pilgrim’s
Progress

While *The Pilgrim’s Progress* remains Bunyan’s most renowned work, *Holy War* offers a
different yet complementary perspective on salvation and spiritual perseverance. Both
texts employ allegory but diverge in narrative style and focus. *The Pilgrim’s Progress*
follows an individual’s journey toward salvation, emphasizing personal faith and
perseverance. In contrast, *Holy War* adopts a more collective and militaristic approach,
portraying the soul as a battleground subject to attack and defense.

This contrast illustrates Bunyan’s versatility as an allegorist and theologian. Where
*Pilgrim* is episodic and character-driven, *Holy War* is strategic and thematic,
emphasizing the cosmic dimension of spiritual warfare. For readers and scholars interested



in Puritan literature and Christian allegory, analyzing these works side by side reveals
Bunyan’s broader theological vision and narrative craftsmanship.

Literary Style and Language

Bunyan'’s prose in *holy war by john bunyan* is characterized by its vivid imagery and
directness, which serve to engage readers in the allegorical conflict. The language is both
accessible and richly layered, allowing it to convey complex theological ideas without
alienating non-specialist audiences. This balance contributes to the enduring appeal of the
work.

The text’'s use of dialogue, military jargon, and personified virtues and vices creates a
dynamic reading experience. Bunyan’s style reflects his background as a preacher and his

intent to instruct as well as inspire. The narrative’s pacing and dramatic tension ensure that
the spiritual themes are not merely didactic but also compelling and immersive.

Key Features and Impact of Holy War by John
Bunyan

e Allegorical Depth: The work’s rich symbolism invites multiple layers of
interpretation, from personal spiritual struggles to broader theological debates.

e Theological Insight: Reflecting Puritan theology, the text explores themes of sin,
redemption, divine grace, and human will.

¢ Narrative Innovation: The military siege framework provides a unique lens on
spiritual conflict, differentiating it from other allegories of the period.

e Cultural Resonance: Despite its 17th-century origins, *Holy War* remains relevant

for contemporary readers interested in spiritual allegory and Christian literary
traditions.

Pros and Cons of Holy War’s Approach

1. Pros:
o Engaging and vivid allegorical storytelling that brings spiritual concepts to life.
o Deep theological reflection suitable for both devotional and academic contexts.

o Rich characterizations that symbolize complex spiritual principles.



2. Cons:

o At times, the dense allegory can be challenging for readers unfamiliar with
Puritan theology.

o The militaristic metaphor might oversimplify or dramatize spiritual experiences
for some audiences.

Modern Relevance and Interpretations

In modern literary and theological studies, *holy war by john bunyan* continues to attract
attention for its intricate allegory and historical significance. Contemporary readers often
approach the text not only as a devotional piece but also as a cultural artifact that
illuminates 17th-century religious thought. Its themes resonate with ongoing discussions
about the nature of good and evil, the role of free will, and the human quest for
redemption.

Moreover, *Holy War* has inspired various adaptations and scholarly analyses that explore

its narrative strategies and theological underpinnings. The allegory’s emphasis on spiritual

vigilance and the complexities of faith remain pertinent in a world grappling with moral and
existential challenges.

The persistent interest in Bunyan’s work suggests that *Holy War* transcends its historical
context, offering insights into the human condition that are both timeless and universally
relevant. Its blend of narrative drama and spiritual reflection makes it a unique contribution
to Christian literature and allegorical storytelling.

The enduring legacy of *holy war by john bunyan* is reflected in its continued study and
appreciation among readers seeking to understand the interplay of faith, narrative, and
theology. As both a literary masterpiece and a theological treatise, it invites ongoing
engagement with the profound questions at the heart of human existence.

Holy War By John Bunyan

holy war by john bunyan: Commentary on John Bunyan's The Holy War Robert Maguire, 2009
The annotations of John Bunyan's, The Holy War, were compiled from the footnotes of an edition
published by Cassell, Petter, and Galpin, c. 1863. This extensive commentary is over half as large as
The Holy War itself. After an outline of each chapter, easy to follow sequential notes continue the
flow of the story. Explanations of names and events add depth and richness for any reader of John
Bunyan's THE HOLY WAR.

holy war by john bunyan: The Holy War John Bunyan, 1792


https://bmx.fpfootwear.com/archive-th-102/holy-war-by-john-bunyan.pdf

holy war by john bunyan: The Holy War John Bunyan, Paul Morris, Thelma Jenkins, 1994-06

holy war by john bunyan: The Holy War John Bunyan, 1784

holy war by john bunyan: The Holy War John Bunyan, 1864

holy war by john bunyan: The Holy War Made by Shaddai upon Diabolus John Bunyan,
2019-09-25 Reproduction of the original: The Holy War Made by Shaddai upon Diabolus by John
Bunyan

holy war by john bunyan: The Holy War , 1724

holy war by john bunyan: The Holy War John Bunyan, 1759

holy war by john bunyan: The Holy War, Made by Shaddai Upon Diabolus, for the
Regaining of the Metropolis of the World; Or, the Losing and Taking Again of the Town of
Mansoul. By John Bunyan .. John Bunyan, 1792

holy war by john bunyan: The Holy War Made by King Shaddai Upon Diabolus to Regain the
Metropolis of the World John Bunyan, 1851

holy war by john bunyan: John Bunyan's the Holy War Teresa Suttles, 2016-07-26 A
medieval setting of pageantry and warfare is the backdrop John Bunyan chose for The Holy War to
tell the tale of the losing and the taking of Mansoul. Intrigue, deception, and rebellion are woven
into the plot unfolding within the walls and castle of a medieval city fortified by five impregnable
gates. The beauty of Bunyan's story has been preserved and only those changes and definitions
necessary to benefit the modern reader have been made in this version prepared by Dr. Suttles
along with the addition of study questions and answers. Bunyan's The Holy War has thrilled readers
for centuries, and this skillfully updated version will continue to open the wonders of The Holy War
for readers of today--old and young alike.

holy war by john bunyan: The Holy War John Bunyan, 2017-03-01 More than 100 Original
[llustrations Bonus Content: The Life of John Bunyan, by William Brock For we wrestle not against
flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the lords of this age, rulers of this
darkness, against spiritual wickedness in the heavens. (Ephesians 6:12) What if you were able to see
your life from a spiritual perspective and see the actual reality of the verse above? How does our
enemy, Diabolus, plan and carry out his attacks? How do his demons help, and what are their
objectives? Why and how must we petition Emmanuel to get His attention and help in this great,
holy war? Written four years after The Pilgrim's Progress, John Bunyan followed up with this second
allegorical classic, which has touched hearts and minds of readers for generations. The epicenter of
this book is the town of Mansoul, its people (such as Conscience, Self-Denial, and Do-Right), and its
gates (Eye-gate, Ear-gate, Mouth-gate, Nose-gate, and Feel-gate). The attack by Diabolus and his
demons, all of whom have appropriate names, is carefully planned and executed. As still happens to
men today, Mansoul fell hard. Emmanuel is of course willing to help, but can only do so on special,
seemingly strict terms. As you watch this intense battle unfold, you'll be emboldened to fight with
new vigilance, to guard the gates with tenacity, and to rely on Emmanuel's sovereignty like never
before. It should be noted that John Bunyan focused not so much on biblical sequence or even
perfect accuracy in every aspect. Instead, he honed in specifically on the spiritual battle being
waged for each individual soul, filling in other details as needed to create the scenes. In this edition,
we updated the text to clarify the meaning of each scene and inserted Bible verses in key areas to
bring to light the depth and spiritual meaning of this powerful allegory.

holy war by john bunyan: The Holy War John Bunyan, 1795

holy war by john bunyan: The Holy War John Bunyan, 1960

holy war by john bunyan: The Holy War John Bunyan, 1782

holy war by john bunyan: THE HOLY WAR MADE BY KING SHADDAI BY JOHN BUNYAN (
Classic Edition Illustrations ) John Bunyan, 2020-12-18 In the year 1682 there was published by
Dorman Newman, 'at the King's Arms in the Poultry, ' and Benjamin Alsop, 'at the Angel and Bible in
the Poultry, ' a volume entitled "'The Holy War, made by Shaddai upon Diabolus for the regaining of
the Metropolis of the World; or the Losing and Taking again of the Town of Mansoul.' It was the
work of John Bunyan, who, sixteen years before, had published the story of his own spiritual struggle



under the title of 'Grace abounding to the Chief of Sinners'; and, but four years before, had produced
‘The Pilgrim's Progress' (Part I). Bunyan had speedily followed the issue of the 'Pilgrim's Progress'
with the 'Life and Death of Mr. Badman, ' picture of English life and character as he had seen it,
grimly faithful to fact. In "The Holy War' Bunyan returned to allegory. As a piece of literature the
book is in no way inferior to the 'Pilgrim's Progress.' If Bunyan had written nothing else, 'The Holy
War' would have sufficed to establish his claim to a place amongst the masters of English prose. As
an appeal to the conscience it is not a whit less effective than the 'Pilgrim's Progress'; but in the
power of seizing and retaining the reader's attention it is scarcely so successful. Nevertheless
Macaulay held that 'if there had been no Pilgrim's Progress The Holy War would have been the first
of religious allegories.'In working out the details of 'The Holy War' Bunyan seems to have kept in
mind his own experience. The fortifications of the city, the movements of the opposing forces, the
changes in the municipal offices of Mansoul were reproductions of scenes and events that had but
recently gone on under Bunyan's eyes. He adapted them with extraordinary success to the
presentation both of the doctrines of grace and of the temptations which attend the Christian life.
The characters and the incidents are, in effect, the characters and incidents of every age. It is this
which gives to the story of Mansoul its undying freshness, and suits it to the needs of men in all
climes. 'The Holy War' has been translated into many languages, including some of those with the
scantiest of literature. Indeed, as this edition is being prepared for the press, assistance is being
rendered by the Religious Tract Society in the printing of 'The Holy War' in Kongo.A. R. BUCKLAND

holy war by john bunyan: The Holy War John Bunyan, 2020-06-21 Limited Time Promotional
Offer The Holy War The righteous and honorable ruler Shaddai and his son Emmanuel rule Mansoul
with justice and equity. But the ruler of darkness - Prince Diabolus - has other plans. With his evil
captains and their battalions Diabolus plots the fall and destruction of the once happy city. The first
to fall is Captain Resistance as Diabolus knows that there is only one route into the city and that it
can only be breached through the permission of the people of Mansoul itself. With Captain
Resistance gone, the city is laid open to Diabolic lies and the next to fall is Lord Innocency and then
the city is lost. Bunyan's plan for his readers was for them to experience the struggles of the city of
Mansoul as a fierce battle rages to take control of it. However, alongside this knife-edge drama
Bunyan wished his readers to understand how the struggles of their souls ran in parallel to the
struggles of the wretched inhabitants of that place. For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but
against principalities, against powers, against the lords of this age, rulers of this darkness, against
spiritual wickedness in the heavens. (Ephesians 6:12) What if you were able to see your life from a
spiritual perspective and see the actual reality of the verse above? How does our enemy, Diabolus,
plan and carry out his attacks? How do his demons help, and what are their objectives? Why and
how must we petition Emmanuel to get His attention and help in this great, holy war? Written four
years after The Pilgrim's Progress, John Bunyan followed up with this second allegorical classic,
which has touched hearts and minds of readers for generations. The epicenter of this book is the
town of Mansoul, its people (such as Conscience, Self-Denial, and Do-Right), and its gates (Eye-gate,
Ear-gate, Mouth-gate, Nose-gate, and Feel-gate). The attack by Diabolus and his demons, all of
whom have appropriate names, is carefully planned and executed. As still happens to men today,
Mansoul fell hard. Emmanuel is of course willing to help, but can only do so on special, seemingly
strict terms. As you watch this intense battle unfold, you'll be emboldened to fight with new
vigilance, to guard the gates with tenacity, and to rely on Emmanuel's sovereignty like never before.
The entire story is a masterpiece of Christian literature, describing vividly the process of the fall,
conversion, fellowship with Emmanuel, and many more intricate doctrines. About John Bunyan: John
Bunyan was born in November 1628, in Elstow, England. A celebrated English minister and
preacher, he wrote The Pilgrim's Progress (1678), the book that was the most characteristic
expression of the Puritan religious outlook. His other works include doctrinal writings; a spiritual
autobiography, Grace Abounding (1666); and the allegory The Holy War (1682).

holy war by john bunyan: The Holy War John Bunyan, 1703

holy war by john bunyan: The Holy War (Illustrated) John Bunyan, 2019-07-13 Pray often, for



prayer is a shield to the soul, a sacrifice to God, and a scourge for Satan. — John Bunyan - A Puritan
Classic! - Includes Paintings of Christ Our Savior, and Images of John Bunyan

holy war by john bunyan: The Holy War John Bunyan, 2020-06-20 Limited Time Promotional
Offer The Holy War The righteous and honorable ruler Shaddai and his son Emmanuel rule Mansoul
with justice and equity. But the ruler of darkness - Prince Diabolus - has other plans. With his evil
captains and their battalions Diabolus plots the fall and destruction of the once happy city. The first
to fall is Captain Resistance as Diabolus knows that there is only one route into the city and that it
can only be breached through the permission of the people of Mansoul itself. With Captain
Resistance gone, the city is laid open to Diabolic lies and the next to fall is Lord Innocency and then
the city is lost. Bunyan's plan for his readers was for them to experience the struggles of the city of
Mansoul as a fierce battle rages to take control of it. However, alongside this knife-edge drama
Bunyan wished his readers to understand how the struggles of their souls ran in parallel to the
struggles of the wretched inhabitants of that place. For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but
against principalities, against powers, against the lords of this age, rulers of this darkness, against
spiritual wickedness in the heavens. (Ephesians 6:12) What if you were able to see your life from a
spiritual perspective and see the actual reality of the verse above? How does our enemy, Diabolus,
plan and carry out his attacks? How do his demons help, and what are their objectives? Why and
how must we petition Emmanuel to get His attention and help in this great, holy war? Written four
years after The Pilgrim's Progress, John Bunyan followed up with this second allegorical classic,
which has touched hearts and minds of readers for generations. The epicenter of this book is the
town of Mansoul, its people (such as Conscience, Self-Denial, and Do-Right), and its gates (Eye-gate,
Ear-gate, Mouth-gate, Nose-gate, and Feel-gate). The attack by Diabolus and his demons, all of
whom have appropriate names, is carefully planned and executed. As still happens to men today,
Mansoul fell hard. Emmanuel is of course willing to help, but can only do so on special, seemingly
strict terms. As you watch this intense battle unfold, you'll be emboldened to fight with new
vigilance, to guard the gates with tenacity, and to rely on Emmanuel's sovereignty like never before.
The entire story is a masterpiece of Christian literature, describing vividly the process of the fall,
conversion, fellowship with Emmanuel, and many more intricate doctrines. About John Bunyan: John
Bunyan was born in November 1628, in Elstow, England. A celebrated English minister and
preacher, he wrote The Pilgrim's Progress (1678), the book that was the most characteristic
expression of the Puritan religious outlook. His other works include doctrinal writings; a spiritual
autobiography, Grace Abounding (1666); and the allegory The Holy War (1682).
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