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Between Two Armies in the Ixil Towns of Guatemala: David Stoll’s Profound
Exploration

between two armies in the ixil towns of guatemala david stoll is more than
just a phrase—it encapsulates a deeply complex and haunting chapter in
Guatemalan history. This phrase draws us into the world of David Stoll, a
renowned anthropologist whose work offers an intimate and critical
examination of the Ixil communities caught in the violent strife between
government forces and guerrillas during Guatemala’s brutal civil war. His
research sheds light on the lived experiences of indigenous peoples trapped
“between two armies,” navigating survival amidst political turmoil, cultural
upheaval, and pervasive violence.

Understanding the context and significance of Stoll’s work not only enriches
our knowledge of Guatemalan history but also provides important lessons about
conflict, resilience, and the human cost of war. In this article, we delve
into the core themes and insights found in David Stoll’s examination of the
Ixil towns, exploring the historical background, the anthropological
approach, and the ongoing relevance of his findings.

The Historical Backdrop: Guatemala’s Civil War
and the Ixil Region

To appreciate the depth of David Stoll’s work, it’s crucial to understand the
historical context of the Guatemalan civil war, which lasted from 1960 to
1996. This conflict was marked by severe violence, including targeted
campaigns against indigenous populations, particularly in the Ixil region—a
mountainous area in the western highlands inhabited predominantly by the Maya
Ixil people.

The Ixil Communities and Their Cultural Identity

The Ixil people have a rich cultural heritage, maintaining their language,
traditions, and social structures despite centuries of marginalization. Their
towns—such as Nebaj, Chajul, and Cotzal—became focal points of resistance and
suffering during the civil war. The indigenous communities’ deep connection
to their land and customs made the violence inflicted upon them not just
physical but cultural devastation.



Between Two Armies: The Military and Guerrilla
Presence

David Stoll’s phrase “between two armies” vividly captures the predicament
faced by the Ixil towns. On one side were the government’s military forces,
conducting “scorched earth” campaigns aimed at eradicating guerrilla
influence. On the other, guerrilla groups sought to mobilize indigenous
support against the oppressive regime. The Ixil people were caught in the
crossfire, often viewed with suspicion by both sides, which led to tragic
consequences including massacres, forced displacements, and human rights
abuses.

David Stoll’s Anthropological Approach in the
Ixil Towns

What sets David Stoll’s work apart is his immersive anthropological
methodology. Unlike many accounts based solely on military or political
analysis, Stoll spent extensive time living in the Ixil communities, learning
their language, and engaging directly with survivors. This approach gave
voice to the indigenous perspective, often overlooked in mainstream
narratives.

Ethnographic Fieldwork and Storytelling

Stoll’s ethnographic fieldwork involved collecting oral histories, observing
daily life, and documenting the social dynamics within the Ixil towns.
Through this, he revealed the nuanced ways in which residents understood and
coped with the violence surrounding them. His work highlights how the
conflict was not simply a binary struggle but a complex web of loyalties,
fears, and survival strategies.

Challenging Simplistic Narratives

One of the critical contributions of “between two armies in the ixil towns of
guatemala david stoll” is its challenge to oversimplified portrayals of the
Guatemalan civil war. Stoll critiques the tendency to see indigenous
communities merely as passive victims or as monolithic supporters of one
faction. Instead, he presents them as active agents navigating an impossible
situation, often forced into heartbreaking decisions.



The Human Impact: Violence, Displacement, and
Memory

The consequences of being caught between two armies were devastating. Stoll’s
work illuminates the widespread human rights violations experienced by the
Ixil people, which included massacres and the destruction of entire villages.

Massacres and Military Campaigns

Government forces, under the guise of counterinsurgency, executed brutal
campaigns that decimated populations in the Ixil region. Stoll’s
documentation of these atrocities provides

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is David Stoll in the context of the Ixil towns
of Guatemala?
David Stoll is an anthropologist and author known for his research on the
Ixil Maya community in Guatemala, particularly focusing on the impact of the
Guatemalan civil war on indigenous populations.

What is the main theme of David Stoll's work
'Between Two Armies in the Ixil Towns of Guatemala'?
The main theme explores the experiences and struggles of the Ixil Maya people
caught between government forces and guerrilla armies during the Guatemalan
civil war.

How does David Stoll describe the impact of the
Guatemalan civil war on the Ixil towns?
David Stoll describes the impact as devastating, highlighting forced
displacement, violence, and the disruption of traditional Ixil social
structures due to military operations and guerrilla activities.

What methodology did David Stoll use in his study of
the Ixil towns?
David Stoll employed ethnographic fieldwork, including interviews,
participant observation, and historical analysis to document the experiences
of the Ixil people during the conflict.



Why are the Ixil towns significant in the study of
Guatemala's civil war?
The Ixil towns were significant because they were heavily affected by
military campaigns aimed at counterinsurgency, making them a critical case
study for understanding the war's impact on indigenous communities.

What contribution does David Stoll's work make to
the understanding of indigenous conflicts in
Guatemala?
David Stoll's work provides an in-depth perspective on the complexities faced
by indigenous populations during armed conflict, emphasizing their agency,
suffering, and resilience amid violence.

Additional Resources
Between Two Armies in the Ixil Towns of Guatemala: David Stoll’s
Investigative Journey

between two armies in the ixil towns of guatemala david stoll offers a
profound exploration into one of the most turbulent chapters in Guatemala’s
history. David Stoll’s work meticulously documents the harrowing experiences
of the Ixil Maya communities caught amidst the violent clash between the
Guatemalan military and guerrilla forces during the country’s prolonged civil
war. This critical study not only brings to light the complex socio-political
dynamics of the conflict but also challenges some prevailing narratives about
indigenous victimization and resistance in war zones.

The Ixil region, located in the western highlands of Guatemala, became a
focal point of military operations during the 1980s, a period marked by
intense counter-insurgency campaigns. Stoll’s investigation, based on
extensive fieldwork, interviews, and archival research, delves into how the
Ixil towns were transformed into battlegrounds, entangling civilians in a
deadly confrontation between two armies. His analysis sheds light on the
lived realities of the Ixil people, highlighting the multifaceted nature of
their involvement and the devastating consequences of the war.

Contextualizing the Conflict: The Civil War and
the Ixil Region

The Guatemalan Civil War, spanning from 1960 to 1996, was characterized by
brutal armed confrontations, political repression, and widespread human
rights abuses. The Ixil region, predominantly inhabited by the indigenous
Maya Ixil population, became notorious for the severe violence inflicted upon



its communities. Between two armies in the ixil towns of guatemala david
stoll illustrates how government forces labeled these areas as guerrilla
strongholds, justifying harsh military campaigns that often blurred the lines
between combatants and civilians.

Stoll’s work situates the Ixil towns within the broader framework of state-
sponsored counter-insurgency efforts. These campaigns, often described as
“scorched earth” tactics, involved systematic destruction of villages, forced
displacements, and massacres, aiming to dismantle guerrilla support networks.
The book critically examines the narratives constructed around these military
operations, questioning simplistic portrayals of the Ixil solely as victims
and instead presenting a nuanced picture of agency, survival strategies, and
local power dynamics.

The Duality of War: Between Guerrillas and
Government Forces

One of the central themes in between two armies in the ixil towns of
guatemala david stoll is the dual pressure exerted on the Ixil communities by
both the guerrilla insurgents and government troops. Stoll’s field research
reveals that the Ixil people navigated a precarious existence, constantly
negotiating their allegiances and survival tactics amid competing demands.

The guerrilla forces, operating in the highlands, often relied on indigenous
support, whether voluntary or coerced. Meanwhile, the military’s suspicion of
the Ixil as guerrilla sympathizers led to harsh reprisals, including
massacres that have been labeled genocide by some human rights organizations.
Stoll’s analysis complicates this binary by documenting instances where the
Ixil resisted both armies or sought to maintain neutrality, highlighting the
ambiguous and fluid nature of wartime loyalties.

Methodology and Sources: Stoll’s Investigative
Approach

David Stoll’s approach in between two armies in the ixil towns of guatemala
david stoll is marked by rigorous ethnographic methods combined with archival
investigation. His prolonged presence in the Ixil region allowed him to
gather oral histories directly from survivors, military personnel, and former
guerrillas. This triangulation of sources strengthens the credibility of his
findings and offers a multi-dimensional perspective rarely captured in
official reports or mainstream accounts.

By cross-referencing testimonies with military documents, court records, and
NGO reports, Stoll reconstructs a detailed chronology of events and reveals
contradictions in the dominant narratives. This comprehensive methodology not
only enriches the historical record but also invites readers to critically



assess the complexities inherent in conflict zones where truth is often
contested.

Key Themes Explored in Between Two Armies in
the Ixil Towns of Guatemala

1. The Impact of Militarization on Indigenous
Communities

Stoll’s work highlights how militarization disrupted the social fabric of the
Ixil towns. The imposition of military authority transformed daily life,
leading to widespread fear, displacement, and economic hardship. The
destruction of crops, confiscation of resources, and restrictions on movement
compounded the physical violence inflicted by the armies.

Furthermore, the book examines the long-term psychological effects on
survivors, including trauma and social fragmentation. Between two armies in
the ixil towns of guatemala david stoll underscores the importance of
understanding these impacts in the context of post-conflict reconciliation
and justice efforts.

2. Contesting Historical Memory and Narratives

A significant contribution of Stoll’s study is its challenge to monolithic
portrayals of the Ixil conflict. While many accounts emphasize the victimhood
of indigenous populations, Stoll introduces a more nuanced narrative that
includes complicity, agency, and internal divisions within the Ixil community
itself.

This approach invites a critical reflection on how history is recorded and
remembered, especially in societies emerging from violent conflict. The
contestation over memory, as documented by Stoll, affects ongoing debates
about accountability, reparations, and indigenous rights in Guatemala.

3. The Role of International Law and Human Rights
Discourse

Between two armies in the ixil towns of guatemala david stoll also engages
with the international legal frameworks that have emerged in response to the
atrocities committed during the civil war. Stoll evaluates human rights
investigations, genocide trials, and the role of international organizations
in documenting abuses.



His analysis raises important questions about the effectiveness of these
mechanisms in delivering justice and preventing future violence. The book
situates the Ixil experience within broader discussions about transitional
justice, emphasizing the challenges of addressing complex conflicts where
multiple actors bear responsibility.

Comparative Perspectives: Insights from Other
Conflict Zones

Stoll’s examination of the Ixil towns provides valuable comparative insights
for understanding indigenous experiences in other armed conflicts. Similar
patterns of militarization, forced displacement, and contested loyalties have
been observed in regions such as Chiapas in Mexico or the Chittagong Hill
Tracts in Bangladesh.

The book’s analytical framework, emphasizing the dual pressures faced by
indigenous communities between opposing armed groups, offers a template for
scholars and policymakers seeking to comprehend the intersection of
ethnicity, land, and warfare. It also underscores the necessity of tailoring
peacebuilding efforts to the specific historical and cultural contexts of
affected populations.

Lessons and Reflections for Contemporary Conflict
Analysis

From David Stoll’s detailed investigation in between two armies in the ixil
towns of guatemala david stoll, several lessons emerge relevant to
contemporary conflict studies:

Complexity over Simplification: Conflicts involving indigenous groups
resist simplistic binaries of victim and perpetrator, requiring nuanced
analysis.

Local Voices Matter: Incorporating indigenous testimonies is crucial for
an authentic understanding of conflict dynamics.

Memory and Justice Are Interlinked: How history is remembered directly
impacts reconciliation processes and policy formulation.

Interdisciplinary Approaches Enhance Understanding: Combining
ethnography, history, and legal analysis enriches conflict research.

Such insights highlight the enduring relevance of Stoll’s work beyond the



Guatemalan context.

The depth of David Stoll’s investigation into the Ixil towns between two
armies in the ixil towns of guatemala david stoll brings forward a compelling
narrative that challenges, informs, and deepens our understanding of
indigenous experiences in war. His balanced and thorough approach invites
ongoing discourse about the complexities of internal armed conflicts and the
paths toward healing and justice.

Between Two Armies In The Ixil Towns Of Guatemala David
Stoll

  between two armies in the ixil towns of guatemala david stoll: Revolution im Namen
Gottes Tamara Candela Gómez de la Torre, 2025-07-26 Anhand der Untersuchung von
autobiographischen Interviews zeichnet Tamara Candela Gómez de la Torre die Erfahrungs- und
Deutungswelten von religiösen Akteuren nach, die sich in Guatemala in progressiven religiösen
Bewegungen engagieren. Sie geht den Fragen nach, wie und warum sich die religiösen Akteure in
Guatemala in den Zeiten von internem bewaffnetem Konflikt und/oder Post-Konflikt unter
repressiven Bedingungen progressiven religiösen Bewegungen anschlossen und damit ihr Leben
riskierten, und inwiefern ihre religiöse Praxis im zeitlichen Verlauf (vom Konflikt zum Post-Konflikt)
Kontinuitäten und Veränderungen aufzeigt. Theoretisch und methodologisch orientiert sich die
Untersuchung an der auf Pierre Bourdieus Sozialtheorie basierenden Methode der HabitusAnalysis
von Heinrich Wilhelm Schäfer. Diese ermöglichte die Erarbeitung von drei Clustern, die Akteure mit
unterschiedlicher religiöser Praxis (Habitusformationen) erfassen sowie auch deren
religiös-politische Mobilisierung nachzeichnen. Indem die Cluster entsprechend den Narrationen der
Akteure über die Perioden von Krieg und „Frieden“ unterteilt wurden, wird auch der Einfluss von
(sich wandelnden) Makrokontexten auf religiöse Praxis und deren Wandel aufgezeigt.
  between two armies in the ixil towns of guatemala david stoll: Challenging
Authoritarianism in Mexico Fernando Calderon, Adela Cedillo, 2012-04-23 The Cold War in Latin
America spawned numerous authoritarian and military regimes in response to the ostensible threat
of communism in the Western Hemisphere, and with that, a rigid national security doctrine was
exported to Latin America by the United States. Between 1964 and 1985, Argentina, Chile, Mexico,
Brazil, Paraguay, and Uraguay experienced a period of state-sponsored terrorism commonly referred
to as the dirty wars. Thousands of leftists, students, intellectuals, workers, peasants, labor leaders,
and innocent civilians were harassed, arrested, tortured, raped, murdered, or 'disappeared.' Many
studies have been done about this phenomenon in the other areas of Latin America, but strangely,
Mexico's dirty war has been excluded from this particular scholarship. Here for the first time is a
sustained look at this period and consideration of the many facets that make up the nearly two
decades of the Mexican dirty war. Offering the reader a broad perspective of the period, the case
studies in the book present narratives of particular armed revolutionary movements as well as
thematic essays on gender, human rights, culture, student radicalism, the Cold War, and the
international impact of this state-sponsored terrorism.
  between two armies in the ixil towns of guatemala david stoll: Rebels From the Mud
Houses George Kunnath, 2017-07-14 This book examines Dalit mobilization and the transformation
of rural power relations in the context of intense agrarian violence involving Maoist guerrillas and
upper caste militias backed by state forces in Bihar in the 1980s. The book investigates why
thousands of Dalits took up arms and highlights the specificities of Dalit participation in the Maoist
Movement and develops an anthropology of the Maoist Revolution in India. Please note: Taylor &
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Francis does not sell or distribute the Hardback in India, Pakistan, Nepal, Bhutan, Bangladesh and
Sri Lanka
  between two armies in the ixil towns of guatemala david stoll: Holocaust Consciousness
and Cold War Violence in Latin America Estelle Tarica, 2022-04-01 This book proposes the existence
of a recognizably distinct Holocaust consciousness in Latin America since the 1970s. Community
leaders, intellectuals, writers, and political activists facing state repression have seen themselves
reflected in Holocaust histories and have used Holocaust terms to describe human rights atrocities
in their own countries. In so doing, they have developed a unique, controversial approach to the
memory of the Holocaust that is little known outside the region. Estelle Tarica deepens our
understanding of Holocaust awareness in a global context by examining diverse Jewish and
non-Jewish voices, focusing on Argentina, Mexico, and Guatemala. What happens, she asks, when we
find the Holocaust invoked in unexpected places and in relation to other events, such as the
Argentine Dirty War or the Mayan genocide in Guatemala? The book draws on meticulous research
in two areas that have rarely been brought into contact—Holocaust Studies and Latin American
Studies—and aims to illuminate the topic for readers who may be new to the fields.
  between two armies in the ixil towns of guatemala david stoll: Terror in the Land of the
Holy Spirit Virginia Garrard-Burnett, Virginia Garrard, 2010-01-15 Between 1982 and 1983, in the
name of anti-communism the military government of Guatemala prosecuted a scorched-earth
campaign of terror against largely Mayan rural communities. Under the leadership of General Efrain
Rios Montt, tens of thousands of people perished in what is now known as la violencia, or 'the Mayan
holocaust.' Rios Montt, Guatemala's president-by-coup was, and is, an outspokenly born-again
Pentecostal Christian - a fact that would seem to be at odds with the atrocities that took place on his
watch. Virginia Garrard-Burnett's book is the first in English to view the Rios Montt era through the
lens of history. Drawing on newly-available primary sources such as guerrilla documents, evangelical
pamphlets, speech transcripts, and declassified US government records, she is able to provide a
fine-grained picture of what happened during Rios Montt's rule. Looking back over Guatemalan
history between 1954 and the late 1970s, she finds that three decades of war engendered an
ideology of violence that cut across class, cultures, communities, religions, and even families. Many
Guatemalans converted to Pentecostalism during this period, she says, because of the affinity
between these churches' apocalyptic message and the violence of their everyday reality. Examining
the role of outside players and observers: The US government, evangelical groups, and the media,
she contends that self-interest, willful ignorance, and distraction permitted the human rights
tragedies within Guatemala to take place without challenge from the outside world.
  between two armies in the ixil towns of guatemala david stoll: Religious Freedom and
Evangelization in Latin America Paul E. Sigmund, 2009-05-01 In his introduction, Paul Sigmund
states that the growing religious pluralism in Latin America is one of several reasons why the trend
toward democracy that has marked the last two decades may endure. Nevertheless, Sigmund notes
that this new pluralism, particularly the growth of Protestantism, has led to tensions that must be
resolved. Religious Freedom and Evangelization in Latin America provides an indispensable
resource for understanding the range of issues confronting the continent, offering Catholic as well
as Protestant perspectives, and trenchant analyses of the situation in different countries, including
Brazil, Argentina, Mexico, Nicaragua, and Cuba.
  between two armies in the ixil towns of guatemala david stoll: A Century of Revolution
Gilbert M. Joseph, Greg Grandin, 2010-10-21 A collection exploring the ideological hardening and
accelerated polarization that marked twentieth-century Latin America and its epochal cycles of
revolutionary and counterrevolutionary violence.
  between two armies in the ixil towns of guatemala david stoll: The Art of Political Murder
Francisco Goldman, 2008-09-16 In this New York Times Notable Book, the Pulitzer Prize–finalist
undertakes his own investigation into the murder of a Guatemalan bishop. Named a Best Book of the
Year by the Washington Post Book World, the Chicago Tribune, the Economist, and the San
Francisco Chronicle Two days after releasing a groundbreaking church-sponsored report implicating



the military in the murders and disappearances of some two hundred thousand Guatemalan civilians,
Bishop Juan Gerardi was bludgeoned to death in his garage. Gerardi was the country’s leading
human rights activist, but the Church quickly realized it could not rely on police investigators or the
legal system to solve the crime. Instead, Church leaders formed their own investigative team: a
group of secular young men who called themselves Los Intocables—the Untouchables. Author
Francisco Goldman spoke to witnesses no other reporter was able to reach, observing firsthand
some of the most crucial developments in this sensational case. Documenting the Latin American
reality of mara youth gangs and organized crime, The Art of Political Murder tells the incredible true
story of Los Intocables and their remarkable fight for justice. “Becoming by turns a little bit
Columbo, Jason Bourne and Seymour Hersh, Goldman gives us the anatomy of a crime while opening
a window to a misunderstood neighboring country that is flirting with anarchy.” —The New York
Times Book Review
  between two armies in the ixil towns of guatemala david stoll: Women and War in the
Twentieth Century Nicole A. Dombrowski, 2004-11-23 First published in 2005. This volume
documents women's 20th century wartime experiences from World War I through the recent
conflicts in Bosnia. The articles cross national boundaries including France, China, Peru, Guatemala,
Germany, Bosnia, the U.S. and Great Britain.. The contributors of these original essays trace the
evolution of women's roles as victims of war while also showing how they have been increasingly
incorporated into battle as actors and perpetrators. These comparative studies analyze war's
disruptions of daily life, its effects on children, rape as a war crime, access to equal opportunity, and
women's resistance to violence.
  between two armies in the ixil towns of guatemala david stoll: The Cambridge World
History of Genocide: Volume 3, Genocide in the Contemporary Era, 1914–2020 Ben Kiernan,
Wendy Lower, Norman Naimark, Scott Straus, 2023-05-04 Volume III examines the most well-known
century of genocide, the twentieth century. Opening with a discussion on the definitions of genocide
and 'ethnic cleansing' and their relationships to modernity, it continues with a survey of the
genocide studies field, racism and antisemitism. The four parts cover the impacts of Racism, Total
War, Imperial Collapse, and Revolution; the crises of World War Two; the Cold War; and
Globalization. Twenty-eight scholars with expertise in specific regions document thirty genocides
from 1918 to 2021, in Europe, the Middle East, Africa, Asia, and Latin America. The cases range
from the Armenian Genocide to Maoist China, from the Holocaust to Stalin's Ukraine, from
Indonesia to Guatemala, Biafra, Bangladesh, Cambodia, Bosnia and Rwanda, and finally the
contemporary fate of the Rohingyas in Myanmar and the ISIS slaughter of Yazidis in Iraq. The
volume ends with a chapter on the strategies for genocide prevention moving forward.
  between two armies in the ixil towns of guatemala david stoll: Wars of Latin America,
1982-2013 René De La Pedraja, 2013-10-04 This book, continuing the narrative begun by the
author in two preceding volumes, provides a clear description of military combat occurring in Latin
America for the years from 1982 into mid-2013. Although the text concentrates on combat
operations, matters of politics, business and international relations appear as necessary to
understand the wars. The author has uncovered many previously unknown sources to provide new
information never published before. The book traces the many insurgencies in Latin America as well
as conventional wars. Among the highlights are the chapters on the Falklands War and the U.S.
invasions of Grenada and Panama. One useful aspect of the text is an explanation of why, of the
many insurgencies appearing in Latin America, only those in Cuba and Nicaragua were successful in
overthrowing governments. The book also helps explain why even unsuccessful insurgencies have
survived for decades, as has happened in Colombia and Peru. Instructors considering this book for
use in a course may request an examination copy here.
  between two armies in the ixil towns of guatemala david stoll: The Character of War in the
21st Century Caroline Holmqvist-Jonsäter, Christopher Coker, 2009-12-04 This edited volume
addresses the relationship between the essential nature of war and its character at the beginning of
the twenty-first century. The focus is on the conflicts in Iraq and Afghanistan, situations that occupy



a central role in international affairs and that have become highly influential in thinking about war
in the widest sense. The intellectual foundation of the volume is Clausewitz’s insight that though war
has an enduring nature, its character changes with time, space, social structure and culture. The
fact that war’s character varies means that different actors may interpret, experience and,
ultimately, wage war differently. The conflict between the ways that war is conceptualised in the
prevailing Western and international discourse, and the manner in which it plays out on the ground
is a key discussion point for scholars and practitioners in the field of international relations.
Contributions combine insights from social theory, philosophy, sociology and strategic studies and
ask directly what contemporary war is, and what the implications are for the future. This book will
be of much interest to students of war studies, strategic studies, security studies and IR in general.
Caroline Holmqvist-Jonsäter is currently completing a PhD in the conflation of war and policing in
international conflicts at the Department of War Studies, King’s College London. Christopher Coker
is Professor of International Relations at the London School of Economics and Political Science
(LSE). He is the author of 11 books on war and security issues.
  between two armies in the ixil towns of guatemala david stoll: Guatemalans in the
Aftermath of Violence Kristi Anne Stølen, 2007-06-13 In this study of Guatemalan peasants
rebuilding their lives after years in the crossfire, anthropologist Kristi Anne Stølen examines the
dynamics of violence, survival strategies in situations of extreme violence, and social reconstruction
in its aftermath.
  between two armies in the ixil towns of guatemala david stoll: Of Wonders and Wise Men
Terry Rugeley, 2009-03-06 2004 – Harvey L. Johnson Award – Southwest Council of Latin American
Studies In the tumultuous decades following Mexico's independence from Spain, religion provided a
unifying force among the Mexican people, who otherwise varied greatly in ethnicity and
socioeconomic status. Accordingly, religion and the popular cultures surrounding it form the lens
through which Terry Rugeley focuses this cultural history of southeast Mexico from independence
(1821) to the rise of the dictator Porfirio Díaz in 1876. Drawing on a wealth of previously unused
archival material, Rugeley vividly reconstructs the folklore, beliefs, attitudes, and cultural practices
of the Maya and Hispanic peoples of the Yucatán. In engagingly written chapters, he explores
folklore and folk wisdom, urban piety, iconography, and anticlericalism. Interspersed among the
chapters are detailed portraits of individual people, places, and institutions, that, with the archival
evidence, offer a full and fascinating history of the outlooks, entertainments, and daily lives of the
inhabitants of southeast Mexico in the nineteenth century. Rugeley also links this rich local history
with larger events to show how macro changes in Mexico affected ordinary people.
  between two armies in the ixil towns of guatemala david stoll: Incredible Commitments
Anjali Kaushlesh Dayal, 2021-09-23 Even when they don't want peace, combatants seek out UN
peacemaking for its unique tactical, material, and symbolic benefits.
  between two armies in the ixil towns of guatemala david stoll: The Politics of the Spirit
Timothy J. Steigenga, 2002-05-24 The Politics of the Spirit is a masterful study of the political effects
of evangelical Protestantism in Central America. Timothy Steigenga's thoughtfully crafted work
questions whether the spread of Protestantism in Latin America has reinforced authoritarian
elements in political culture or deepened nascent democracy. Steigenga provides a thorough review
of the literature on religion and politics in Latin America, putting many of the hypotheses generated
in this literature to the test through an analysis of comparative survey data and qualitative
interviews. Steigenga investigates the impact religious affiliation has on political activity and belief,
and the influence of cross-denominational religious beliefs and practices on Latin American life. His
comparative work explores how different political systems--the established democracy of Costa Rica
and the transitional system of Guatemala--impact the politics of religion. This enlightening
interdisciplinary book will appeal to scholars seeking to understand the relationships between
religious and political change in Latin America.
  between two armies in the ixil towns of guatemala david stoll: Power, Politics, And
Pentecostals In Latin America Edward L Cleary, 2018-02-07 Today over forty million Latin



Americans classify themselves as Protestant, of which the overwhelming majority belong to some
form of Pentecostalism. The rapid dissemination of Pentecostal beliefs has produced vibrant
alternatives to traditional dominant culture and changed relations within the family, locality, and
workplace. This volume introduces broad issues in the Pentecostal movement, including gender
relations, political power and organization, and inter-Pentecostal and ecumenical relations. These
themes are then examined more specifically in the country case studies, which address the historical
foundations of the Pentecostal movement, patterns of and explanation for its growth, and the
consequences of its expanding presence, including increased political influence.
  between two armies in the ixil towns of guatemala david stoll: The Oxford Handbook of
Late Colonial Insurgencies and Counter-Insurgencies Martin Thomas, Gareth Curless, 2023-10-10
The lethality of conflicts between insurgent groups and counter-insurgent security forces has risen
markedly since the Second World War just as those of conventional, or inter-state wars have
declined. For several decades, conflicts within states rather than between them have been the
prevalent form of organised political violence worldwide. Recent conflicts in Afghanistan, Iraq, and
Syria have fired interest in colonial experiences of rebellion, while current western interventions in
sub-Saharan Africa have prompted accusations of 'militarist humanitarianism'. Yet, despite mounting
interest in counter-insurgency and empire, comparative investigation of colonial responses to
insurrection and civil disorder is sparse. Some scholars have written of a 'golden age of
counter-insurgency', which began with Britain's declaration of a Malayan Emergency in 1948 and
ended with the withdrawal of US ground troops from Vietnam in 1973. It is with this period, if not
with any presumed 'golden age' that this volume is concerned. This Handbook connects ideas about
contested decolonization and the insurgencies that inspired it with an analysis of patterns and
singularities in the conflicts that precipitated the collapse of overseas empires. It attempts a
systematic study of the global effects of organized anti-colonial violence in Asia and Africa. The
objective is to reconceptualize late colonial violence in the European overseas empires by exploring
its distinctive character and the globalizing processes underpinning it.
  between two armies in the ixil towns of guatemala david stoll: The Spirit Poured Out on
All Flesh Amos Yong, 2005-07-01 The Pentecostal movement has had an incredible impact on the
shape of worldwide Christianity in the past century. Estimates are that Pentecostals and
charismatics make up approximately one-fourth of Christians worldwide, and the numbers are only
expected to grow. With these developments comes the need for thoughtful Christians of all
persuasions to better understand Pentecostal theology. In fact, Amos Yong believes that Pentecostal
theology can be a great gift to the church at large. Yong presents a thoroughly Pentecostal theology
of salvation, the church, the nature of God, and creation. He also provides a fascinating survey of the
state of worldwide Pentecostalism, examining how Pentecostal theology is influencing Christian
churches in other countries.
  between two armies in the ixil towns of guatemala david stoll: Forced Marches Ben
Fallaw, Terry Rugeley, 2012-10-21 Forced Marches is a collection of innovative essays that analyze
how the military experience molded Mexican citizens in the years between the initial war for
independence in 1810 and the consolidation of the revolutionary order in the 1940s. The
contributors—well-regarded scholars from the United States and the United Kingdom—offer fresh
interpretations of the Mexican military, caciquismo, and the enduring pervasiveness of violence in
Mexican society. Employing the approaches of the new military history, which emphasizes the
relationships between the state, society, and the “official” militaries and “unofficial” militias, these
provocative essays engage (and occasionally do battle with) recent scholarship on the early national
period, the Reform, the Porfiriato, and the Revolution. When Mexico first became a nation, its
military and militias were two of the country’s few major institutions besides the Catholic Church.
The army and local provincial militias functioned both as political pillars, providing institutional
stability of a crude sort, and as springboards for the ambitions of individual officers. Military service
provided upward social mobility, and it taught a variety of useful skills, such as mathematics and
bookkeeping. In the postcolonial era, however, militia units devoured state budgets, spending most



of the national revenue and encouraging locales to incur debts to support them. Men with rifles
provided the principal means for maintaining law and order, but they also constituted a
breeding-ground for rowdiness and discontent. As these chapters make clear, understanding the
history of state-making in Mexico requires coming to terms with its military past.
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